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Chapter 1

Malcolm Reynoldtilted his head as he let the cheap, dry alcohol slide down his throat, leaving a hot,
burning trail behind itThe bitterness subsided, and the captain sighed, sitting alone at the dim bar, one
of the dirty yellow lights above burnt outometimes, Mal liked this sort of thing, thinking to himself

with a bit of alcoholTyenalone knew when he would have some alone timeSamenity

He checked the time: 9:46 P.Miis crew would be missing him; Zoe, more specifically; she never liked
him leaving the ship by himseMPfoo many enemies; not enough friends(sias always her reasoAnd
most importantly, he certainly didbwant Jayn@ appetite for power to get the best of him and for him
G2 KA 2l O TheanentaliriageioKJayndthet helm ofSerenitygave Mal all the motivation he
needed to rise from his lopsided barstool.

4 Stt2x FNASYRT OFy L 3Si | Whalgldades to Ri\skig, findigdeK ¢ | OK
well dressed man standing next to him, his hand placadaffjainst the top of the baHe was®@much

older than the captain, his forehead crinkled with three, long lines and his blackdwiming tashow

hints of greyHis smile was bright, his white teeth gleaming in the poor ligkien someone as cluetes

as Mal could tell the cheerful m&green jacket and black pants were tailor made.

TKS Yy &s BronbtheXorr@rfoffhig eye he saw the i@hands; clean, relatively speaking,
but scars and calluses were marked everywhehederneath his nails we minute, but dark, dirt lines.

Qut of place, indeed.

gitting back on his stool, Mal kept his eyes on the néah. & dzLJLJ2 & Sbe néediyigRo getbaizz L
G2 Y& ONBg aK2NIfeszé KS 2FFSNBRO®

The man sat on the adjacent stool, motioning over the baremé#ie ordered two drinksthe finest
ones inthe house and the bartender went to worklThe man turned toward Mal and held out his hand.
G! NOKAOGIfR aldKSNARX LX SIFASR G2 YIS @&2dzNJ | Oljdzr Ay

Mal took Archibal@® hand in his own, gripping it tightly astakinga / I LJi I Ay al f O2fY wSey.
introduced himself before each man released themselves from the handshakedzi & 2dz | f NS Ré&
who I was, elseyouwoul@h KI @S 020KSNBR (2 ad2L) YS FNRBY S| OAy

Archibald chortled just as the bartendarrived, their drinks in handde thanked the gruff man and took
a sip from the large mugddal tentatively reached over and took the wooden handle in his hatedtook
a gulp from the mug; it certainly was much finer than the cheap vodka he was drirgé€org b

droMB | EKEFENL) YFys wSey2fRay a2 (GKAa YSSdAay3a ra It
skimming alone the top of his mu@.L y ¥ 1@ @lly Re dbriKe-tdiyoul®e heard of you and your
crew, and was even keener to meet you when word got out that you were in this part @5t8eNE S © ¢

Mal raised his eyebrows. , harK €



The smile Archibald wore faded slightfy., 2 dz aSSY (2 KI gy 3¢ {R%d I2ZRY ASKHIE YA S
drinking from his mugMal winced; what else was new?

Buttha@shiny; y 20 f221Ay3 FT2NJ KSNRSasx S@OSy (K2dzaK @&2dz
mug to his lips.

Mal successfully hid his scowl; he was wise enough to know to never displez® in fancglothing,
especially one who was willing to hire yénstead of taking a swig from his alcohol, he paused and
mulled over that idea. Money was always short and the inference they might be finaticertainly
piqued his interest!

Grouai@ FTNBY KSNBZ¢ dgdlyiR & 2Idd DoMIbe Goeferdd dsyhuch as

youd like people to think, with your expensive clothifdiem hand€ KS Yy 2RRSR @24l NR all
KFyR&a NBalGAy3a 2y KA aQwodgdrEmore khaubfiSoccastoBOdl me a @ahikh R @

a bad sense of humor, bulilsaytha@ | YA GS TFdzyye o¢

Archibald took another swig from his mug, placing it down against the wooden coudnter. GRrow

how much you know about me, Qpz ¢ K S 0 @ @llygushis:d makeiships, an@ good at it.

I&n so good at it®e since moved my famignd myself to the Core World6, N2 Y (G KS Y2y Sé& L Y|
Reaching into his inside pocket, Mathers produced a slim cigatdttglaced the stick between his lips,

lighting itwith a match.

4 | f&2 || KAAG2NAIYyZé KS | RRSRZ AYKI fahyga @S G2EA
Kiyome all we do is work on machinefy distract me from my inevitable fate, my mama, when | was a
youngiQused to give me books tead. They were all history books, from when she was a school

teacher,4ore she met my daddy.was so obsessed with whatelad;| had to have read them at least

three timesYbre | was twelve years of agéhere was nothinggout EarthThatWas that | did@know

about.l Sttt L 1ySé¢ VY2 MRhkadlaughed @halinghisCigaetttaghil. Yy R 6 KSy L
was fixing ships with my pa, | would dream about riding in a great ship and going back to

EarthThatWas.It@ as much a part of me as buildinglsldi A a ® €

Mal drank from his mug, placed it back down and wiped the foam from hidH@e=cognized the mdahn
home world: it was Kaylé® From the time he spent therdlal could confirm the main export of that
lonesome planetBut most importantly, he walsorn on one of the border worlds, making Mathers
worthy of business.

Mathers paused, allowing the smoke to billow out of his nostil§. A y O S Qibs8d0easfuRnyanQe

used some of my money to fund my interedf@e amassed one of the largest cacliens of

EarthThatWas artifacts in théerse.One of my more prized possessions is this small book | bought in a

flea market.To any other man @& just a bunch of gibberishlowever, | recognized it as hieroglyphics

from ancient EgyptfThe drawings i@ A RS &dK2 g O2yaiaStflraGdA2ya 2F aiirsSa vy
explaned, his eyes fervently alight

Nodding, Mal drummed his fingers once acrosstheiar.2 ¢ Ol'y YS | yR Y& ONBg o685
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Archibald® face became sullen and he leokdown at hismugd ¢ KS 938 LJGA LY | y3da 3S
since 1000 A.D.; there was no way to readllithe discovey of the Rosetta Stondhis sone was

GNAGGSY Ay GKNBS RAFTFSNByYyG fFy3dz 3a3Saz 2yS 2F QSy
ColoniesUnfortunately, when Eart#ThatWas was abandoned, manlyings were lost, including the

sone.Orx G fSHad Ad 6la 0StASOSR G2 oS f2aloeé

@ dzi e2dz GKAY]l 20KSNBAESDE

ANDKAOFfR (221 FYy20KSNJ RSSL) omBteititon®ito €bmd@ | NBGiGS 06 ¢
information that says it survived when everyone left Eartiat\Was. As you can see, @ need this

here stone.The information the ®ne could help me decrypt would be invaluable and | am willing to
payhandsomelyf 2 NJ A ( = é kikcghhis 2igamet NI ¢t Bis miblith and crushing it in the nearby

ashtray.

Mal inwardly smiledArchibald had his interests, and Mal had his; this was how itévas2 ¢ Kl yR&a2 Y S
we talkingK €

Mathers finished the last of his beer and pushed the empty awgy.d p Znnn  LJX | G A ydzY dzLJF NJ
pInnn ¢ KSy LMaBabibst chékéd od his2igi@, @dughing some of it up as he toolein th

information. Archibald grinnednce againd L (2 f R @ 2 dz Lgettingthis storfe N@ngydsd | 6 2 dzii
no object.Now,areyou seriousd 2 dzii Gl 1 Ay3 GKA& 220KE

Mal pat his chest several times as he continued cougiNeger in his life did he even think that®e
hear that number being rattled off as a Gadhonest paymentdecalmed himselflown andtried to
think like Zoe; she always knew the right questionask in busineskke meetings.

Whatd G KS OF  OK KEhat W& Zde &riowyRforhitnl G f & ©

CKS ad2yS Ay 1jdzSadAz2y>é | NOKAOFfR 6S3lFy> NBIOKAYT
the possession of a man known as Ulysses Prokcteckon tha® enough of a catch to be going on

g A (i He®laced the billgor their drinks under his empty glass.

The captain finished his own mug and looked back at Matheesy.a , 2 dz 320G | yoficouldkAa Y2y
get any number of fine men from some Core world. Why hirggoodONRA YA Y £ & f A1 S dzaKé

GAiyatenalz ¢ ¢ KS YIy &l ARZX R @ hsziied WwiReven Kuggestetl b0 ®inkO NR y 3 A
some Core world soldiers could be up to the task eésbg from Ulysses Proctorheed strong, good

criminals, as you finely put iroctor@ a native of Three Hills, and@ejot his whole lot from therd.

don@need good ol€boys loyal to the Alliance involved in my Bug S & & =  ArcfiiBakd 8patihe

expectorant hitting the side of the nearby spittoon.

Sghing, Mal reviewed the details inshinead Steal some rock, make 000 platinum, seemed simple
enough.However, the target was a wily man who played by Boarder Planet rules, notalbaesHe
smiled crookedly.



q 2dz 320 e2dzNBSE T a oy odtME handyhe Goadoatwelgiied thelbadi S R =
SerenitRd ONB s KIR 688y Ayod2t @SR Ay 62NBS RSHiao

Archibald smiled widely and dug into his inside pocket agdén.
pulled out a pristine \ite envelope, sealed and unmarkethe man
handed it over to Mal, who himself placed it in his own coat pocket.
Mathersgripped his hand and shook it.

d@n looking brward to working with youCai®y =~ ¢  KhBnesily, A R
continuing to hold onto théBrowncoaf? hand It didn®take Mal long

to realize something was in Mathéisand; it was soligslightly warm By .
and digging into his palniie felt Archibald loosen his grm it, allowing Mato wrap his hand around it.

Satisfied, Archibald winked andtlgo.He stood up from his stool, straightened out his jacket, and
turned to leave.

Mal leaned forward, clenching his fist round the small objéatei What@K ¢

O ISNEBIOKAY3A &2dz YSSR (2 | yRasdisformatibddnihere ds Rowdodzi KA Y 2

contact me Bao jone Ca®y’ dHe turned around again, and disappeared from the bar.

V26t AyAT alt GdzZNYySR gl e& FTNRBY (GKS o6FNISYRSNE 6K2C

mugs.Tilting hs hand away from the bartendeMal uncurled his figers.In the center of his palm was a
silver piece of metal, his image reflectioff of its high sheerMal jiggled it around, inspecting it from
every angle: it was a computer chirom what Mathers had said the little chip contained everything
the capain needed to know about the job.

Pacing it in his pocket, Mal slid off of the bar stool and walked toward the door, be®&ramity

~F Kk k ko

thAHé GKS 52002 N StheGlick sidas SRNE coBshids tie JMAREIS jerked abruptly.

He goaned as he felt his ship tilt to its side, his feet lifting off the fl&zattered objects hkeft lying

around rolled across the metal grids, clanking loudly against the other side of the Védssekinful roar

of the TARDEEolumn bounced off the walls as the control room began to shake violently, rattling parts
of arches loose.

The Doctof hands were slick with sweat from holding onto the console so tighéyfelt his hold

loosen and his fingers slipping as he attemptegain his balance. The TARDIS bucked forward and the
Doctor finally lost his hold colliding painfully with the hard fldge. slid across the metal panes as the
TARDIS tipped horizontally, his foot catching onto one of the ®sopport beamsThe Doctor

wrapped himselaround the same beam and clungatching as tools and spare parts rolled past him.

He turned his head toward the light blue column at the centre of the console and glarediadiS i A
023SGKSNHE KS &a02ft RSR Iureditie YearhAs 7 in iedpdnsegtheTARRIS (G K S
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wrenched sideways again, causing the Doctor to embrace the support beam even tijfgexould not
be told what to do.

Scowling, the Doctor looked awag.! f £ NF@KLDYF 682 NNE Hé rg® stan8@pdzi SR |
again.With that the shaking suddenly ceased, the floor evening e Time Lord stood up, his hands

still around the coral beam, for reassuran@ée up and down motion of the central aoin calmed,

crying out brieflybefore stopping attgether.

The Doctor sighed, tentatively released his grip from the support beam anddm#ie floor; he turned
over bits of mechanical parts, inspecting them for damage.2 aA Iy AFA Ol yi RFYIF IS¢
GKS LIASOS AYy KAYIRAYRB2AVHE2AAKOSND @BERAF2NI I gKATS

Sanding up, he walked toward the console, pushing athaydebris with the toe of his whit&ainer.
Brightly colored wires were exposed in several places, immediately attracting the Rattentions;

open wires were never goo®eaching into his jacket pocket, he pulled out a large magnifying gldss a
his black rimmed glasses; they served no real purpose, though they certainly made him look clever.
Putting on his glassethe Doctor moved the madfying glas over the collection of wireEverything

was in working order; he would just have to repair the conQodxterior.

4 OKZ¢ KS YdzYof SR dzy RSNJ KA & O0NBIF (K ¢ligeA NEFA VUK SGKS 6
materialization uni® wires ha% & y I 1t#JS & giteyproblemthere were ten wires attached to

the device However, after driving this particular TARDIS for over 500 years, the Doctor knew better than

to let the seemingly small things go.

He dug into his trouser pocket, and brougiut a small, brown tubePlacing the end of the plastic tube
between his teeth, the Doctor tugged the broken wires further out of the con¥gith the wires held in

one hand, he removed the tube from his mouth and twisted the cap off, squeezing th@ tuinetents

onto the wires.His nose twitched at the smell of the yellow substance; the odor was sour, immediately
assaulting his nostril€oncentrating again, the Doctor pressed the wires together at the gel, rubbing his
nose against the back of Hand.

CAYS @2NISE KIFa 0SSy | g¥FdzZ £ @8 NP ONoethafitwasSt 8¢ KS Yd
happening suddenly; the Doctor had noticed the increasdumpga while back and the TARDIS had

encountered worse; when Martha was still aboard, theRDAS was damaged so badly from a vortex

bump that they were stuck in the Chronos Galaxy for nearly two weeks.

The Doctor sighedThey were nosy buggers, but the Time Lords did know how to keep the vortex under

control, he thought to himself, almost sadljime and space travel had been perfected by the Time

Lords, who had mastered the ability to tame and harness the time vddiexe the destruction of
DFffAFNBEe (GKS 52002N) KIR y2iAO0OSR KKk deedeid@uptirafed a ONE
his systems to compensate for the vor@xinnatural roughness.

Ring!



The Doctor immeditely looked up, glancing arourtde console.The small screen perched atop the

controls flashed brightly, small boxes and pictures popping up all over the s&atsied with the

progress of the wires, the Time Lord rushed over, nearly tripping over one of his mallets. Leaning against
the console, the Doctor read the bright text:

You have now entered the borders of Beaumonde, the manufacturing capital ¥fd¢ree!Come to New
Dunsmier and see its famous clear blue odean

6An advertisementt. (1 K2dzZaAK{G L AyadadlrfttSR Iy IR 60ft201SNEE¢ KS
toward the other controlsThe message though, as advertisensare wont to, echoed round hisead.

@& SIdzY2yRSK¢ GKS 52002NJ alAR Ff2dzRX Y2@Ay3a ol 01 G2
Thatnamewasfamiliar; albeit, it had been years since he last heardlldving away from the monitor,
the Doctor checked the coordinates of the pddion the console; Beta Syste@b18 A.D.

Beep!Beep!Beep!

The Doctor rolled his eyed. 2 K I (i Wakihd<atound the console, he looked at the screen; the
greeting was gone. It had been replaced by pictures that displayed themselves as long sentences of
information racing across the screen; the TARDIS had picked up several readings from other nearby
ships.

hKX L KIFGS Lk ads!l NUhifiSaudn 2VRsciblied akr&s tNedndritdr. Jtie ydark
following were so unstable thahe Doctor almospreferred arriving during the war itself.

The Time Lord immediately blocked the forthcoming information from other ships, as one particular one
caught his eyeSomeone was sending out a false signal, the Doctor was sure of it; the practice was
common in tke black marketOh, and was installed on his own ship.

K2aS IINBE LINPKAOAGSRI @2dz 1y263¢ w2YlFyl adFG§SRXY K
control panel.

She pushed her new, blond hair behind her ears and watched her fellow Time Lordisvagpdr half
inside the base. Feeling ignoresthe cleared her throat.

An agitated sigh echoed out from the console, the D&toand reaching to grab a nearby todlL. O Y S
to realize this when we had to go to Ftefla for the pa@itat false signal eathrow off the Black
Guardian} YR 3IA OGS dza a2YS GAYS G2 t2a8S KAY®DE

&We have arandomize. it aK2dzZ R 6S SFFAOASY(G Sy2daAKoE

WEGNI LINBOIFdziA2ysée Kraa ©2A08 022YSR: (2aaiy3d KAia

She nodded slowly, playing with the cuffs of her navy blaeasla ! Yy R ¢ KIF G KIF LILISya AF 2d
locate usFalse signals are pirate technology, and thus, are worthless protettign. § G KSy Ké ¢KS
Lady askedn her new body and personality she was coming to enjoy the excitement the Doctor seemed

6



to consantly be in the middle ofn fact, she came to adore the randomizer, in spite the trouble it led
them both in to.That is, she enjoyed it so long as it @#mdanger her safety too much.

0Gallifreyan technology can easily identify us by susperding

GUZA LISYRAY3 Ef GNIyavyiaaizya 2F GKS AKALI @Al (GKS
lever.The beacof® steady pulse immediately died o&oftly, the rhythmic sound of the real beacon
came through.

Showy lines buzzed across the sign@wrinformation flashing across the console monitbine Doctor
AYAf SRS Ya2XNB Rihal,th® scieéndtébilized and keuld read the correct information.

w20 I ¢! wsL{zé KS sdveraRknabdid hittikgkéys 8t 83 G oA &G AY 3

As thescreen updated itselthe Dodor frowned, his brows pressirtggether. a ¢ K & 6 Sl 02y NBI R
from a Model MMC89214 Kluvian shig.don®remember Kluvians settling in this section of the galaxy

Ay GKAA LISNA2RI¢ KS 02 HE&gsiwsldhad avizlithingietl, his haad T OS  Of
adjusting his glasses as the vast array of knowledge he possessed flooded into his consciousness

éBecause they did HRémoving his glasses, the Doctor moved toward the conffbls.materialization
unit would work fhe, despite the minor damage, and he set the ship to land on BeaumdheeT ARDIS
wasr@the only thing that needed repairing.



Chapter 2

Inara quietly approached the door of M&koom, her floral robe billowing behind hétrwas early, and
knowing hetdandlord he was up until the wee hours of the morning drinkidfcourse, he would also

have a terrible hangover, Inara concluded, her own head beginning to pound softly at the memories of
similar previous encountergiowever, she was a companion, and slagl important business at hand

that morning.Sighing, she knocked firmly on the metal door, the sound echoing against the walls of the
ship.

The loud banging behind the door coullbe mistaken for anyone elsthara could practically see the
captain stunble across the room, holding his head from the hangover she was now sure was3here.
bit her lower lip when she heard a lotitwwak. A string of obscenities followed, and she did her best not
to laugh.Fnally, the door slid open and the pained faceMidl appearedstaring back at Inardde

leaned against the threshold, still wearing his shirt from the previous day.

Inarasmiledgentyd D22 R Y2 Ny Ay 3dI alfé aKS 2FFSNBROD

The captain raised an eyebrow, rubbing his helach 2 NQWhat seems to be troublgyou in these
SFNIeé K2dz2NEXZ LINAyOSaakKé

éBusiness matters, th@ I f f X ¢ Mal@ face K&Bdeled, Bvitada skpule that business wagn
to be discussed until he was dressed and hadething in his stomach. Howevdrefore he couldeven
openhisY2dzi K= LYy I N} AYydSNNHzZIISRE 4L y20A0SR 6S 4SNB
notice.l received a wave from a regular clienigimorning and was wonderingvife will be planetside
f2y3 Sy2dzaK F2NJ YS G2X O2yiAydz$S Yé tAYyS 2F g2NJ]KE

Mal sidned, attempting to think only to be attacked by his hango¥s.had had worse ones, biiwas
still a bloody painfylnonethelessMemories of the previous nightind his disassion with Archibald
Mathers,chumed up.The possibility of thelangerous mision ahead of the Serenity lay thiickhis
thoughts andMal grimaced

GThere® a job to be done tonight, and the minute @through, wee leavingort. | highly discourage
AlG3Z¢ KS Alboylaas@SBNghesdvas not something he neither wanted dwell on nor discuss.

Though she was always in control of her emotions, Inara allowed a moment of anger and
disappointment to show on her fac8he was tired of being cooped up in her shuttle while the crew
ventured off onto the Border planet& compaion thrived on her clients, and really, she enjoyed the
civility that was otherwise absenthanks to the captain.

GrollB O2YYAGOGAY3I ONRYS G2yA3IKGEZ L adt8i6nDtake micks a LI G =
figuring out; the captain wouldemain unusually tight lipped until things started catching up with him or

going wronglnara really did@mind travelling with thieves except that they often had the worst luck

with their jobs; howevertiwas becoming an ever increasing inconveniencééosr



Mal shruggedd t dzida F22R 2y (&%2 (Rc6cal Foda hknRergtoyd Indina
your friends, then be my guedtlowever, let it be knownyouw@ 6 S { K S ISBpplgbhidk,f 2 y I ¢
he closed the door, setting the lock shut.

Inara stared at the door for a moment, doing her best to stay ratioh@ompanion \as used to being in
control, but every once in awhile, Mal threw her off course, usually depending on the day of the week.
She wanted to bang on the do@hout through themetal at him for being an oaf and not letting her do
her job properlyBut she was better than that, she reminded herself, and this allowed her to walk away
from the door in silence-dowever, Inara made sure that she would be slow paying the rent.

Suddenly, the locks clicked open and Mal stumbled back out, his hands coming to rest against the cool

walls to lalance himselfHe grabbed fotnara@ shoulder, causing her to jump and turn around in

surprise Mal straightened his back and crossed his arms, gitémg to look the part of captairte

cleared histhroatd 2 2 dzt R @2dz 6S 2LILRAaSR (02X GF1Ay3 2y | y2iKS$

~F ik k kL

The high pitched, spine tingling cry of the TARDIS echoed out as it materialized, the small light atop of its
police box form flashing lghtly. The hair raising screeches and electronic beeps ceased aszhe W &
form stabilised.

Pulling open the door, the Doctor stepped outside, his wide brown eyes taking his surroundiags.
grinned, every tooth showing as the bright neon lights reflec#dis faceVideo advertisements
played loudly in English, Mandarin, and French, appealing to the native spebkerffuorescent blues
and oranges and purples of the factories and business towers lit up the polluted, grey skyline.

dosing the TARDIS hiad him, the Doctor locked itle slipped the Yale key into his pocket and stalked
off down the busy street .The area itself was home to inhabitants who relied on the tourists wiséing
old factories to bring in moneyl he old industrial centres hadosked years ago but remained standing,
newly christened atistorical siteQ

Seam billowed from the food vendors, the smell of sweet shrimp ballstemtinfried with soy sauce
addinga fragrance to the cloying smo@ld women shouted loudly in Chingsgtempting to woo
customers into buying their cheap, identical trinkefse Doctor looked down briefly at the
multicolored, glimmering oddities before continuing on his way.

G 2dz £ 221 O STHEDodtdt pabkkd] andturded thlkistsiteasmall booth filled with bright

red paper lanterns and flowered tapestries, a petite young woman stood there, sniiliegyoung

woman was clearly of Caucasian and Asian ancestry, her almond shaped eyes focused on him as she
leaned against the counter.

Qurious, he stepped closer to the bootBehind the fair skinned girl were large, wooden kegs with cheap
nozzles attachedl'he Doctor read the Chinese symbols written on the red banner in black paint:
%K Iy 3 3ugo2 Chinipé&beer.



He shook hisheadi b 2 BRI 8 2 (Kl y {1 @& 2 dzdé

The woman raised one hand, the other presenting a wooden riihg.Docto® eyebrows burrowed,
unsure of her motivesPlacing the cup under one of the taps, the vendor filleddabp untilthick foam
reached the topShe closed the tap angaced the drink on the counter.

& FlL@2NRGS Ay 5eiG2y>é aKS adlFdSRT LlzaKAy3I AG Of 23

thy S3 (i 6 Fhe swiekt MBBoHséimulated both the Doctor and D@tastebuds,as they sipped
from their cupsDonna had initially been wary of alien foods, &radi refused to try the foreign drink.

Even after the Doctor had explained tixédng yiwas of human origin, she woul@budge.He had to
challenge her to finally get her to try And she certainly did@regret it as the foam clung to their upper
lipsand nosesDefiantly, the Doctor attempted to lick his own foam off, barely removing any at all.
Donna laughed, trying to do the sanghe had only managed to remove the coat on her upper lip before
admitting defeat and sipped from her mug again, smilnightly.

The Doctor shook himself out of his memory, suddenly not in the mood to deal with the vdredoning
against his heel, he turned to leave.

Oh, stop it!lt@ only beer, Alien boy; are you trying to tell me@m»too scare@ Donna? voice insidef

his head chidedt was enough to stop him in hisacks.He had kept himself so busy since the Dalek
invasion, trying not to think of what he had done to Donna Noble, the first companion in many years
who didr@look to him to be some superhero, whoaskd the same fervour for exploring the universe
that he did.Donna Noble would never pass up a chance to try something Bee.

Digging through his deep pockets, the Doctor grabbed for some type of currency, only to ldt ihayb.
been awhile sincednhad been in this era, and could scarcely remember the type of money systn

He smiled atthegifldt O NE A& UGKSNB I aLISOAFTAO FT2N¥Y 2F Y2ySe @:

The vendo® smile stiffeneda t £ F G Ay dzy 2yt eT y2 ONBRAG&AZEénessKS | yag
gone.Money was not something to be toyed with, especially to the small merchants.

WAIKGE 2F O2dzNBS>Z¢ KS Ydzi (iH: N3l Bosmucmitherh; he decki&dt A y 3 | NP
that a clean out was needed later ddis hands flickered over el object he came in contact with: a
can opener, a Y90, a neuron reconfigulator

BEEPBEEP!

Sartled, the Doctor immediately reached for the noisy object in his coat pocket: he had been tracking
the beacon of the Kluvian ship the TARDIS has pickedebe¢olanded, and was surprised that the

gizmo had only now gone offlolding the device outward, the Time Lord ran across the street towards
the beacon, all but forgetting the vendor and her mugiaing yi

With his brown trench coat gliding behind hithe Doctof hearts raced as the beeping noisschme
faster.His lanky framéwisted and turned around the throngs of vendors and tourists, dust from the
10



gravel on the ground kicking up behind him and hovercraft flew above his head, all the while the
beepng@ rhythm remained stedy.He cast about with devigdwistingit at a 180 degree angle until the
beeping quickened again as it pointed in the northern direction, his right.

He ran up the path, his pulse beating quicker and quicker. He ran blmdiyping into several
pedestriansThe tracke® beeping became high pitched and extremely fast as the Doctor approached a
tall building.He noted its likeness to a pagoda, with its multiple eaves which pointed out anddcurve
upward.Unlike those of thepad, the modern pagoda was made out of steel, each eave painted in red
and gold.An electronic ticker hung from an upper tier, feeding information to the masses:

TONIGHTULYSSES PROCTOR OPENS HIS HOUSE TO UNVEIL THE NEWESPRMIDEMS FOR
AIRCRAFTESMPORTANT FIGURBECLUDING BEEIMONDE GOVERNOR LLOYD SHIMIINGBE IN
F'¢¢Ob5! b/ 9X

Adjacent to the pagoda the Time Lord was surprised to see the end of th@rcityat was what it
seemed, where tall, numbered light poles stood at the edge of a fle¢] sireaHe smiled slightly.

dLanding pad; havéd a4 SSy 2y S 2 The ligktpastS didRsrprésShimyEitb &l the
pollution inthe city, arriving spaceships had to be able to see where@dgnding somehowAnd, sure
enough, sitting thee were several large ships, lined up in a formal row.

The Doctor turned slightly in their direction, causing the tracker to race falsteistepped closer toward

the pad, observing the ships carefullihe first three looked completely ordinarfpr the time period,

that is.Placing his black rimmed glasses on his face, he looked at the ships from another angle. One was
different from the others; that much he could tell. A closer leokl sureenough, there it was: the

Model MMC89244 Kluvian ship, sittopright out in plain view.

Qurious, the Doctor looked over at the other ships; while there werdlaiities, the vessels were
sufficiertly different andwould go unnoticedit still bothered him that Kluvians were even in this time
period at allIf he @lled correctly, the Doctor believed that the Kluvian race was still in the midst of civil
wars on their home planet of Velux; they woufdlstart piecing together any impressive technology
themselves for another 200 years.

The beepingof the tracker contiued to reverberate against his eardrums and the Doctor finally
switched it off.He sidled closer to the taling pad, hands in his pockeBy chance, his brown eyes
flickered to the side: a small device rose from the smooth side of the landing pad,edticthe base

of the building. Théoctor immediately paused, eyeing the electronic equipm®ngging into his

pocket, he produced the sonic screwdriver and, flicking ifpamted it in front of him Nothing

happened Frowning, he stepped closdiright sparks erupted from the device on the land pad, partially
showing the security force field that was in use.

Turning off the screwdriver, the Doctor placed it back in his podKetsighed, staring at the electronic
fence as it faded back into camdagie. The only way around it was via the landing on the runway, or
possibly going through the buildinge looked back at the entrance: two burly men stood there, talking
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to each other and laughing heartilyx their arms, huge machine guns were on displdye Doctor
gulped slightly: no one was entering without permission. Or invitation. As the Doctor looked up and read
the prompter@ message once more:

X SELECT MEMBERS OF THE PRESS WILL BE TNEEI'BEDW BEGINS AT 7:00 P.M., GUESTS ARRIVE
AT 6:00 P.MFOR DANCINGTONIGHT! [ . { { 9{ twh/ ¢hw ht9b{ I L{ 1h!{9X

A asSSz¢ KS al AR (2 KHeicheaksd his pockits dhdeindarg; fis time pulling lotlR & ©
a silver pocket watcHt wasr® Time Lord technologythe Doctor could®even remember whic planet

he had picked the device up oBut it had proved useful; no matter where in the universe it was the

watch would tell the correct time according to each plartdicking the top open, he checked the time:

4:17 P.M., nowhere near the time of theea.

G{ SABy2@1 Al Aaxé KS NBLISFGISR GKS {RishiSgihekeyt { Ay 3 A
from his pocketthe Doctor unlocked the doatepped inside and closed it quietly behind him.

~F ik k ik

Kaylee pushed out her lower lip as ste back fromSerenitf® engine, smearing grease on her forehead
as she attempted to wipe away the sweat which coated her bdmst once, sh@ like to get a brand

new part instead of having to salvage the broken and impossible pieces of her belovebhship.
mechanic placed her hand on the gravboibhad taken her two days to repair it but, by God, @he

done it.How long itwould last at that point, wellshe wasf@quite sure.

dt@ 0 Kayled tyrsedter body fully around, staring at the timyfe of River sitting behind her.
Her finger covered in slick grease, River drew floral patterns with the substance onto her bare legs,
coloringthemin{ KS & I &wohgjub dufj but Simon had told Kaylee about his medical
examination of her; explairtethat academy they sent her to had done insurmountable damage, and
Kaylee had always done her best to make River feel accepted.

Rubbing her nose, Kaylee smiled brightly{ 2 = wA @S Kbe getinifYhe aindwIyravbdot.J

Fy@GAYS az22yKé {KS I alSRI Wehlsihdmzing onevof Bis/uSuabiits R 221 S
about River one day, andfter thinking about it for a while, Kaylee concluded there must have been

some truth to it.

River snorted her laughter echoing through the engine roo&he covered her mouth, attempting to

quiet herself Looking up, she saw Kay@eurprised expressiof.{ 2 NNB > VY| &f S an odzi S@S
Oty aS8S8S (KS 2RRa 2F GKI{ KI LlSifdnyhsulat Jagn&iSthd L2 f 2 A
process.

Kaylee sighed, and looked back at her poor €hgnginelt was worth a shot, though it diddmake it
any less disappointing.
MeimeEk @2dz Ay GKSNBK¢ (GKS ANHZFTF @2 A OQ@ingatMali KS OF LIG | )
appeared in the doorway, now fully dressed in a fresh change of clothes, his face giving off the slightest
12



hint of anxiety He was satisfied to see his mechanic right where she should be; he was not so happy to
see RiverShe always gave himmheap of trouble, from her crazy outbursts to the Allig®adesire to

obtain her and seth her back to her whacko sche@lhich constantly got him into hot wateshe also

made business very scarce for his crew.

Pushing back the stress that the youngeatiTgave him, Mal turned his attention back to Kayted S i
cleanedup;wdS 320 62 NJ) P&

Running her greasy hands against her jumpsuit, Kaylee stoodl tpg& S @. WeQ Ni#ading off to
Y2 gKSNBE AYy(iSNBaldAy3IKE

Allowing Kaylee to walk out of the engine rodirst, Mal followed behind hedt . S| dzY2 y RST o6dzi L
we should be looking likeedent folk firstsowe blendlhé  KS SELJX | A yEBeRurmedS ¥ 2 NB LI dz
around and peeked back into the engine room where Rivergtlarge, brown eyes gazed at the

madinery, completely entranced by its complexity.

oRiver, howdout you go play with your brother®n sure h& missigé 2 dedledidn®know if Simon
really did the last he saw of the doctor was in passing by the Tamasn, reading some small, thick
volume But River was unstable, that much he knew, and he@igdant any of that instability to rub off
on his shi® engines.

Ghavei 2 0S KSNBEzZ¢é¢ GKS (NRdzof SR &2dzy3 IANI AyaraiusSR:
and [ the only othemperson on the ship who has any idea how to run it propélyng m& #er hand
grazed the sleek metal, stroking it.

Mal@ face turned flustered, blushing red; the only person who gave orders on his ship was himself, and
he certainly wasftaking any fronthe resident loonyWithout missing a beat, he felt Kay@éand on
his shoulderBehind the grease coating her face, she smilednaigtically.

dt@ noproblem,Caf = ¢ & KS &l AR @& ohBedgdik fark yittk WBIE, rightai@@see
her causift NXzO{ dza ® ¢

After a moment of deliberating, Mal sighed.CA y S ¢ KS MN&ltuSgtdb&ikio RivierAtisK (i f & @
ONR g Lldza KSR (23S Séchitgbroke BdwA, fidli> 3R! yif2SZ20K A Yy They 2 { KAy 3 =
Captain bit his lip; the thaght of River the Mechanic turned his stomach.

G ask the Sheppard to check the engifdew dhon, Cay > ¢ Y I @t SS dzNHSRX LJddzf f Ay =
engine roomHe paused slightly, before continuing in to the heart of the ship.

Rver never moved from heseat, the palm of her hand flat against the machigbe placedhe side of
her face on the surface, leaning her body against the metiad.eyes fluttered closed, feeling the
engine’ vibration as she shushedd.2 S y SSR {aflens@m® rudnid &S dzii o ¢
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Chapter 3

OAre you sure there is no way for me to get on thsfl by\etting in one thi€l mean hanging around
forProcto®@ Yy Sg AGSYaKé 2| &RKtthe kitthénRable, Bé gildt suird2ridet byS R @
Serenit@crew, leaned toward its centefhey stared at a small screen whéhe information from

al U K&igdvas on display. Like any good pidash was well aware of the identities of Archibald
Mathers, owner oHephaestus Manufacturersllysses Proctor, ownef Proctor Aircraftand the show
the latter was presenting that night.

Zoe placed her hand on her husba@dhoulder, squeezing it gentty., @& 2 dzNJ ISGF g+ & Yl y X
dKS NBLX ASRY d2AlK2dzi e2dzx K2¢g Oly ¢S 6S 322R ONA

GAll right, enougrOf | Y2 NRA Y IS é al t Ay (Gabbiddgthi rBeBhanisi 6ukof Risy LI G A Sy C
pilot® hands, his finger traced across the screen, filtering through the vast amount of information to

reveal a mapdProctor Aircrafthas set up shom Nouveu LyorProctoi@got himself a large bit@and

at the edge of the city, where @ G KNR gAy3I KA& fAGGES K220Sylyye oé

Wash took the screen from his captaflicking on an area around the outline of the building,

information concerning the relatively blank area appeared. A { S | y & 3IPRr@&trhaS gtdpS NLINA a S
of the line security system around the hling and, unfortunately for '8 G KS f F yRAY 3 f 203 ¢
his finger touching the screen agairhe screen demonstrated the secufityeaction to an intrudeiRed

glowed and faded, bold Chinese characters flashed three times before the map resolved to its former

state.

Kaylee, sitting across the table from Walsh, tucked her hair behind her@drs: @S ¢S F2dzy R (G KS
GKS aeaiSYKé

Mal turned his head to hisiechanic, surprisediThed f A (HO lati®realized that she was familiar
with this sort of territory.

OWell, yeah; during installation, they set a backdoor into the system, just in case something goes

haywire. ItQ a fairly new thing, only beeaboutfor six year or so, busince this is a top of the line

d2aiGSY: G(KSNB aKz2dZ R 0S8 2yS Ay GKSNBzZ&ashKS SELX | A
handed it over and Kaylee keyada long set of numberglong the right side of the screen, number

formations raced so fast that most of the crew could barely keefKaglee slid her finger across the

screen, the blue outline of the parking area moving with her fingeftie screen flashed red arjdst

as before, the security field displayed.

Green ldters spelling outAPPROVEDashed only once, and over a small area the red of the security
disappeared, displaying a small chink in the arméiaylee smiledt Wdza & a4 L (K2dzaAK3IY KA
Border world, but he sure uses Core technologiis oty shows that ther@ a way to get by the

system.l can fooMbund with Serenity® systems and wiring to allow her to override the security, no

LINPOf SYdé
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dingchaimeimeE ¢ al f &L} {1SZI addzkdAw3a AK D ST OB gemmk W SERO NIFKS y

Kaylee studied the side notes on the left side of the screen, scrolling with her find@S G G A Y3 Ay 62V
be a problem; the@e suspending the security fielthefore the ceremony so guests can laki¢hen the

security is turned back ondlktpick up he feed from other shipdf we set upSerenit@® own opposing

security fields than can infiltrate its mainframe, it can pinpoint the glitch, triggamdtalowing us a safe

LI aal 3S 2dzi o¢

Jayne sat beside Kaylee, drinkifigm his bottle ofBlue Sumgreen tea.The captain never let him near

the whiskey during job discussions, 2 dz & dzZNBE & PRcdri OloYy K2 QAWM HAK KA A ol O 1
eyes focused on her as he took another sip of tdawas®in the least comfortable with the joethe

moneywas the only thing that was keeping him from bowing out.

Kaylee looked at him, her smile glowing with confidenie. (@ shdp, work came scarcelysually, the

2yt e LIS2LX S 2271 Ay 3 Shepaukdd Grisllyig SNJf R A\KS eosIMEANSe T2€ 1 &
more we could help, the more th@& pay usOther than making the ships run smooth, there was a big

demand for breaching security systems. Pa and my uncles kept ptyumgl with ¥m Wl they set ships

up with theirown2 KSy (1 KS (i lysyEt&ipieked up SubsdneBmadified one sends out a sort

of fishing line, searching for the glitch and setting itoff ¢ KS g K2t S G KAy 3IQa YAIKGe
LRAYyG 6KSy GKS 1fftAFyOS g1a ad2LIAy3a o6& 2y0S | ¢S

Butitf g2N] KE 1S LINBaaSRY fSFyAay3a Oft2aSNI 2 KSNW

The mechanic nibbledon herlig.2 St £ = (KS 3If AGOK Aa @ QO AMKRSY SF 2( N8 YAyt 28
began butpausedi ! Y RX (1 K® K & fHighlighing thé edges of the way in, Kaylee digpt
the measurementsd ¢ K& maBvaySerenityOl Yy FA G GKNRAAK GKIF G dé

Leaning across the table, Wash took the screen from@es. S T A y Ablit€ 4The pilgt2hdught to
himselfa ¢ KS aKdzidfS &aK2dzZ R R2 FAYySd¢

éShiny Kaylee, you worry about workingugfah St R NB dzy R (i K S Stéetikhiizg duth8 > ¢ a | f
arm, he took back the screehle traced a route out of the parking area, and moved toward the

entrance of the buildingd 2 S 32 (1 KNP dz3 K Qélaiteady @dt e codR<fdt Raliights Ve

dress finely; just a part of blending i@nce we get inside, we go to the forsgcond floor; i® where

Proctoi@ collection is storedlurns out Proctor ai@fond of the Alliance and ddtake kindly to the

idea of traveling and leaving his trinketeound his home on one of the fancy Core worMsre fun lays

here: the fortysecond floorcai 6S | O0OSa&aSR gAGK2dzi | 1Seé d¢

O Gr1S AlG 6S Kl @S lethafsisigippifigthe Gldy ndkiant oth2rS | a1 SR K
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Mal smileda a I G KS NE by véry dorfplexidirations on manipulating wik@ dzOK Z ¢ K S
FRYAGGSRE 61 f&a2 1Y26Hkeldoked oSer taviard Ai@methartc2 NJ| $ lnkef 6 8 @4 =
meid €

Kaylee looked over at the screen, her fingers tapping aléfiger a moment a smilspread across her
face.d 5 ®thke much to override these elevatoiGhilda LJ | & X ¢  alkf&t skeavdsTsirdly S R ®
that she could do it in her sleep.

éOnce in, it should@take us long to find what WBIE | Mal tBrivdd the screen toward the resf

the crew.The colored pixels loaded, slowly revealing a black, granodiorite stone with twenty paragraphs
of carved writinga ¢ K S w2 & Stsihéavy weighthy &b abwalloping,700 IbsJayne and | aid
A0NRyYy3a Sy2daAK G2 OFNNE Al al ¥Sfte 2dziodé

Wed2dzA R GNE dAAY3I k2 GNbONEYS %dS Ay am wGaf@asking S a42Y$
going on, stickthes2 yS Ay AG YR gKSSt Al 2y 2dzi ®é

The captain listened, nodding hishead2 2 dzf R | f 42 €t 26SNJ adzALIAOA2Yy S¢é KS

Jayne grunteddropping his bottle down and wiping the tea from his moustach¢. G A f £ A& | YA GS
unsettlinQMal. We got a lot of jobs, and scarce enough people for &8 §F ® ¢

G 2dzz %2S3 | YR L QfTHough ISreféerh&/iNGhEr atbodberadis Wad deandedingd

Kaylee for the technical and mechanigal se The Sheppard knows a thing or two about mechanics;

we@ f 4SS AT KS Ol yQi K2t R HeHeytdraed b ZogSNIF KRINS KeSANE > £LJda
the crate, so you andll protect him.Id also need you to fly the shuttle; think y@ibe able to handle

0 K I Hekligineed toask; he could simply order hevut he never wanted his first mate to think for

one moment that he did®think she was capable.

Zoe turned to her husband, the coens of her full lips pulling into a smiN/ash leaned closer to her.
G,2dz (y262 GKAA A flevedid®od & jobhnd if thel &tchitthe FeSt dfiiherd, godzcan

5

2dzait Ffe lFgleéxe KS KAYOGSRI KIEF 221Ay3o

The first mate laughedx 2 K Sy &tzhdewayidid y 20 a2 ol RX¢é &aKS (K2dzaAK{G
on her hand.

7

A ain@gettingraughton ajobth@® t f 2aS YS Y& KSIRZé WIHeySHeAyaaaidsSt
thenturnedtoMald 2 K G0 AT 2y S 2 FisthzMaie& guy goha® ¥ 0 So 3I#A IR Y K €

Mal raised his handiQe already got that covereditalked with Inara; if one of us gets left behind, we

go to her.Shell stay on Beaumonde for the next two weeks and take her clients and whatever else she
does with hebusiness, and in the meantime, keep you hidderactor worcall the authorities; as far

as theye concerned, the Rosettdadhe was destroyed with EarfiihatWas, and if Proctor were to

admit that it survived, the Alliance would sweep itupandhewo@id 4SS A G | I Ay ®é
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His crew remained silent, absorbing his worklial sighedd 2 K Sy ¢ S torkSnie iminédtatelycall
Mathers.He@ set up a timégfor us to meet on Kiyome

Kaylee screeched, covering her mouth with her haral/ne looked over to hehjs eyebrow raisedf
she noticed, she didBpay himany mindd YA @ v 88K f 8 K¢ { KS O2dA R o6 NBfeé& O2
bouncing in her seat.

Mal smiled, despite himselfi a I § KSNAR K|l & & NPy 3IQ OesefgsSp@deioangel ( K SNB T
himWeYl {S GKS GNIRST FyR 3Si G(KS NBad 2F GKS LI ez ¢
mug and sipping his ice cold watér! y & 1j dzZSadA2y aKé

The kitchen was filled with silencé.D2 2 R ¢ a | f Q¥ét to Robk\We®eR)d & bigfroskito
aYdza3at So¢

~F Rk k ke

The Doctor opened the TARDIS door, poking his head out wdélpulled the fob watch from his

pocket and clicked it open, the glow from the control room reflected off its face: 6:45 PM, fashionably
early.Closing the watch and slipgjnt back into his pocket, he looked out in front of hiinvas pitch

of I O1 loazftdziSte y2 fAIKAG I 0 GieakiyasthboahtlparkeddseS | A y i
TARDISHe walked back inside, leaving the door afamoment later, the Doctostepped out, a large

torch in his handHe turned it orthe light on illuminating several of the objects on displdg.flashed

the beam across the walls, moving it until he found what he was looking for: three light switches.

Directing the light to thelbor, the Doctor walked carefully to avoid running into anythirigally, he
reached the wall and flicked up the switches with one motibme fluorescent lights on the ceiling
suddenly flared into life, straining the Doc®eyesClosing them tightlyhe allowed the slight pain to
subside When he finally opened them again, he had to catch his breath.

Surrounding him was what codlonly be described as a musedim one corner of the completely
windowless room, the Doctor identified a six panel scrdating back to eighteenth century Japan; it
was a work by Watanabe Shiko, the pale yellow background containing medium greens abhcbgnay
that displayed the bloom of sprinét the other end of the spectrum and not far from the screen was a
ragdoll tha had seen better daydt was handmade, no doubt, but not a work of art like Watar@be
piece.It had once belonged to a little giriost likely from the beginningf the twentiethcentury,

judging from the coal stains on the deIfaded brown dress.

Remembering where he was the Doctor he glanced down and noticed his torch was siliaking it
off, the he walked back to his shigis eyes never stopped studying the objects in the roOm.
particular note was The Sampul tapestry, which hung from tak, @& relic from the Tarim Basin.
However, the Doctor was sure it, and the rest of the artifaatsre fakesThe Great Expunge had sent
the surviving human race out into the next gafawith very little of its histgy. Or at least, tha® what he
remembeed studying while at the Academy.
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Sopping at his TARDIS, the Doctor dropped the torch inside and closed the seemingly wooden doors
behind him.

SNE aidNYy3ISzTé KS YdziGSNBRI OF NBFdzf f & | LILINERI OKAy 3
displaycase.The Doctor turned on his sonic screwdriver and ran it over the ifém.sensors clicked

off, allowing him to properly examine the crossbduwis finger traced along the wooden handle, noting

its weathered textureThe Doctor inspected the arrow loadién, feeling the metal point between his

finger tips.He hissed and checked his hand; a small line of blood seeped the wbund in his index

finger.Placing his finger in his mouth, the Doctor sucked it before puttieggure on it between his

lips.

 GAff &AKEFNLIE | Fi SNI!IyEADEGetkBghS pacits, RdégEabbedosto sé&rialS R &
objects before finding a band aids he opened it from the plastic, the Doctor looked dismayed at the

hot pink strip, with a waving Hello Kitty piceuonit.d ! K 5§ & 9wWi YI GGSNEE KS | aad
wrapping it around his wound.

Waving the screwdriver over it, the security system clicked bacsewveral bars, glowing red, appeared
before fading awayThe Doctor replaced the screwdriver backis pocket and looked around once
again.He was certain now that everything in the room was, indeed, authedtigvever, something was
more unsettling.The roomitself was completely silenho Kluvians present.

The Doctor looked around and saift in the corner of the roomHe walked over and inspected it,
immediately noticing the absence of up and down buttdnstead, there was a small keypad hardwired
into the wall.Below it was a small keyhole which ensured only those who were meantitothe

building could operate the liff-lasing the sonic screwdriver #he lock, the Doctor was rewarded with
a chime as the lift jerked into lifét moved up the shaft, the cables screeching and speeding as they
pulled along the platform.

Finally, the sleek chrome doors opened, revealing the lift to be emphe Doctor stepped onto the
platform, pushed the button for the lobby, and then placed his hands in his pockets, watching the doors
close.

~F ok k kL

Wash crossed his arms, his bright red Hawasiaint blinding underneath the fluorescenglits of the
corridor.a! NB @2dz ddz2NB @2 dz NBYSYo S NYeufcd@hesitae whertheLl2 y Sy i a
others are running abad with gunmen chasingthemagdK 2 2 G Ay 3 | G & 2 dzdé

Zoe smiled, fluffing outis blond hair with her finger&t L 1y 26 K2¢g (G2 Ffeé& | AKALE
shuttles.You were fine with this befordhe mission looks easy enough; we could very well have a
A0NFA3IKG F2NBIFENR 220 F2N) 2yO0Szé¢ adedly.l aadzNBER KAYZ

Sghing, Wash stared back at hiswileL ¥ & 2 dz NXB | Oyou doi@Baveitdiditifor M& an@l A N& (i
Jayne;assoonasKayle | 6 2 NRX @&2dz OFly 2dzad GF1S 2FFZé KS adz
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GAh, but Jayne and | will have the goosisthat aifd ¢ A & 8 oice eahbed through the hall,

approaching themHis hair was slicked d to the side, his clothes freshly pressed, and (Zoe swore) he was
wearing hisgoodmusk L Yy SSR @2dz G GKS KSf Y Zewilfeing R dza Ay b
2 - aKde

Wash looked away from Mal and toward Zée. S BableBE& KS alledniRg ténard éache @
other, they locked lips, kissing briefly but with a bit of passidre pilot took her hand and kissed it,
before rdurning it to her sideTuming around, he walked to the cockpit, his hands in his pockets.

Zoe straightened her back as she faced her captain, her hands resting on her thick k. R &
GKSYS@PSNI e2dz  NBY aANE¢ aKS adrdiSR atAaATFteo

dWarm'@ NJ dizididing, Zoe walked past Mal aimdo the shuttle.He looked over his shouldex. WI & y S >
load up!'WeQe gotta get goif® ¢

Metal clanks echoed louder and louder from down the hallway until Jayne appgarsdinghe large,
metal crate in front of him. The mercenary himself looked muchne#ed he greens of his clothes were
more vivid, and even his jacket was buttoned Hie. grunted as he phed the cart into the shuttle.

éBarely hitatmo,do@ &SS y2 NUHZAKIE KS YdzitdSNBRX aSiéidAy3a R2g

Mal poked his head insidé. 2 @be in Nouveu Lyon in ten minutes, JayReoctoi® shindig is starti@
az22y Sy2dAKI | yR layny BlBdhisaxes ad l2e leanSd aydhst R disbaulled

up his shirt, revealing two large pistols strapped to his Ty weresupposed to be as covert as
possible and,although Mal and Zoe had their weapons hidden and were heavily armed, Jayn@ wasn
one to take chances.

Pulling himself out, Mal walked down the corriddr.a 2 @S A Exeryon&@e  $ NS Re | 62 NRH
shouted,approaching a set of long, metal rings leading below d8oiall yellow-orange lights circled

the entrance. A wooden sign inscribed wiayle€® Roonin a flowing script, surrounded by light pink

flowers and multi-colored butterflies were also present

Mal looked down the shaftt YI @ f SSH¢

Overhere, Caff Hé Yl @t SS OF t f $YRITurngdaidund, Na&cing KSKEYlesl Bxiged ohe
of the guest roomsHe sighed; the girl took every opportunity to flirt with the doct8he smiled at her
captain, her brown bagcowered in red and black lady bugg her sideHer green overalls were freshly
scrubbed, with barely a trace of dirt on the®he wore a bright pink shirt, and her hair was washed and
flowing freely down her back.ooking down at hefieet, Mal was pleased that she at least was wearing
her steel toe boots, which had been cleaned and shined to a bright finish.

He placed his hand on her back? S {@¥e IR like a pretty little flower®o luck with the doc, |
1S AGKE
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Kaylee®smile never falteredd 9 S NE G KAy 3 A a @& Kgonhién to@dniit that okvery > / | LJ
nice 1@ not even dressed fancy; not that you wolgdY S ¢ & KS IhSrevelRdyess&drumd

hell, she could2even wear normal clothes for fear afining them while workingThe dress from the

old job was still sitting in her room, tucked away to prevent dust from collediaglee figured she

could show her folks the item when they visited Kiyome.

They walked into the shuttle, Mal closing the ddmhindthema b 2 6> @2 dz adzNB G KS { KSL
KFyRES GKS 62Nl Ay3a 2F GKS Sy3aaysS NB2YKE

éoh, | did®@bother him.L f STFi wAGBSNI 6KSNBEZ¢ YIetSS yasgSNBR y2
assuring herself that all the correct tools were with her.

Mal immedately clutched his chest; he knew only the basics about medicine, but he was certain he was
having a heart attackt Y | @SerSriitys your baby, andyddB f S Ay Q Ay (GKS KIF yRa
choked.

Looking over, Mal saw the same worry in Ja@rfece. The mercenary shrugged, though his expression
stayedthesamed Q y2 6> al 3 gAGK Fff GKA&A O2Ay O2YAy3d 2 dzNJ

Kaylee placed her hand on Malshoulderd { @& B fine, Caf@, | swearRive® real smart; Simon told
me how she can figure anything out, aSérenitydond YA YR KSNJ Ay G(GKS Sy3aiyS NP
said sweetly, trying her best to convince him there was no darigeasr@working.

dWedl be approaching Nouveu Lyon in four mindtés 2 | & K | y yh2 idgf@@@.R 2 JS NJ

Mal walked away from Kaylee, and stood behind Zoe, who was positioning herself at the helm of the

shuttle. From the shuttl& windows, the gray smog of Beaumonde became thicker, with few rays of

sunshine peeking throughd 2 S R 2 (i kdAwvd woNDha@&tdiviorn® 2 dzi Y2 G KAy 3 y2 Y2 N
said to himself, as the unnatural lights of Nouveu Lyon appeared in the distance.
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Chapter 4

When the doors of the lift opened, the Doctor was immediately overwhelriiéeé. lobby of the building
was busting with people, women in silk gowns and men in their finest dinner jacgttpping off the
platform, he slinked through the guestdl dressed up in their fine, soft furs and gaudy jewellery.
Coughing through a haze of cigarette smoke, he entered tiénoem.

The Doctor pausedCouples danced across the floor to a lively air played by a string quartet, the ladies
ruffled dresses floating with each stefst either end of the room several small cliques had formed.
Groups of men, both old and yountalked eagerly about the ships Ulysses Proctor would be debuting,
smoking their imported cigars and throwing back hard liquor like it was widtgrfar from them, their
wives and girlfriends stood in tiny circles, their hands cupping their Shirley Templasingahout

0SAYy 3 RNIIISR G2 | & ydbuli MBI (OSS A/KANIER PE2 NJ aaz2vYsS

Suddenly, there was a tap on his should€he Time Lord turned, spotting an oval faced waitress next to
him. In one hand, she balanced a tray carrying seven translucentigoktte liquor moving from sidet
side in time with her steps.

®@2dAf R 82dz tA1S a2YSGKAY3I (2 RNAY{1=Z &aANKé {KS

He opened his mouth, beginning to refus¢éowever, he stopped himself, suddenly reminded of

a

somethingd 52 @2dz KIFI @S ot ylyl RFEAIAANRAEAKE ¢ KStwashOd 2 NJ

party, after all.And it didrmatter which part of the universe it was; turning down free drinks was
never a good idea.

Lowering the tray, the blonde waitresaspected the glasseBinally, she grabbed one of the drinks,

1 S

I

handingittohima! NI} NB RSt AOF O& 3 0dzii He thadkéier angl SipRed& 2 A OS> ¢

fruity drink as the waitress walked awakhe alcohol content was low and banana flameerpowering;
the Doctor knew that Donna woulze mocked him over such$issy drinkQ

The dance floor cleared, partners laughing loudly as they approached the Wali®rs in crimson
uniforms and kdck ties emerged in paisnto the sides of the small dance floararrying round tables.
White, linen clothes were set over them, with wooden chairs pushed undern@atbt of young

waitresses in matching blazers and trousers stopped at every table, arranging the silverware accordingly.

At the centre of each table there was a gold leaf candelabrum, the candles emitting a soft glow.

Investors and their partners made their way to the tables, sitting themselves dbewaiters and
waitresses returned, pushing large carts stacked with tedyfeod. The Doctor sipped his daiquiri,
watching the food being serve#ialf the guests were already sloshed; he ddnink they@ make it to
the presentation.

The loud clinking of a spoon being tapped against a glass silenced theAdanky man stod in the
middle of the room, holding the glass in questibtis greyng hair was slicked back and he had a
matching moustache anideard.He gave a tight smile.
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AdWelcome, to one and alWe atProctor Aircrafthank yall for comirfbut. Many of you came ém
afTNE FYR FNBE I YAGS GANBRXE

It was a fairly guess that he was Ulysses Prodtae. Doctor quickly found himself becoming slightly
bored with his speech, Proct@rcountry drawl lulling him into a dazde turned toward the lobby,
planning an escape wbe, when he saw something odd .He had only glanced, but the Doctor felt his
hearts pound twice as fast as horm&8kveral tall figures had entered the lobby, clothed in long, fur
cloaks.The smooth fur was dyed a shade of emerald, the most significamtircof all tothe Kluvians.

éBoring,isl KSKé¢ ¢KS 52 002N | f Stéhding ne3tdahindSvés the dinhde2 T KA a a
waitress who had served him earlier, her arms crossed over her @matral other members tiie
helpwere leaning back againgte wall, listening to Proctor speak with blank stares.

He ran his hand through his spiked outhdirz St f = KSWa OSNIFAyfe I OdzaNB T2

The waitress glanced back at the guests, only bvhom were listeningd b 2 (i  &bRgh Rr a$able,
| takeA (i Ketaskad.

The Doctor looked over his shoulder again, searching the lobby int&iite/Kluvians had vanishesb
much for lack of stealtlCursing under his breath, he offered thigl @ weak smile.

b 20G y SO Sigging intd His@abket, hmoduced the psychic paper, flipping it openW2 Ky { YA (i K X
reporter for the Sheffield Post, numberogeS 6 & a 2 dzNOS 2, befoke &ldsidg/itepap& S &l AR
immediately.

The waitress accepted his explanati@n@ éxtremely hard to get a press passdoe of Procto®@
showcases. 246 Yl yeé 2F KAa aK2¢ga KI @S @&2dz 6SSy G2KE

The Time Lord sighed, frustratedumans were his favourite species, but really, they couldde

annoyingd CANR G GAYSNIT y20 AYLINBSA&aSRI¢ KShepwedYSYiSRI &
nowhere to be seen, despite their gargantuan skte.rolled his eyes as the guests laughed politely at

2yS 2F tNRPOGSNDRa ¢SI] 221Sao

The waitress looked around the room then nodded in understanding. K >®@nind tfiem; theyde
Proctoi@ HoysQ she said. Confused, the Doctor lookedvhere her gaze was directe8everal beefy
men were strewn about the edges of the room, dressed in vitgatould only describe dattered suits
It was mostly brown, with a few other earthly colours mixedTineywere at least clean.

Hedoesdd (G NMXzA (G |yedKAy3 1 ffAFyOST FLIWINByGftezé GKS 4
to herforonced ! Yy R T NRBY ¢ K I @trust hindieBrersAlliahde §ulrdshavg been hanging

outside all week; the@ love nothing more than to arrest him feomething But since theAllied

Spacecraft Corporationent under, they@e had to rely more and more dProctorand HephaestusNot

GKFG GKS& GNdHzad al GKSNBZ SAGKSNIDE
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The Doctor looked back to hefhe girl was néonger a nuisancdn fact, she had been surprisingly
informative.dal  KSNARZ¢ KS 0S3aFys ala Ay ! NOKAoFfR al GKSN

She nodded herheadt h y' S | y R H&GKaSelative néBcdmer to the spaceship industgd
really, i@ only a matter of time beforé

Feedback from the microphone reverberated®d | YR RNR SY SR 2dziaBE@5 6L A (G NB 2
done wasting your timeEnjoy your meal, because in one haRroctor Aircrafwill be bringing you the

2519 line of the toughest, most luxurious spacecrafRtb 4 SH¢ t NP Hbldiaghusiall ghjeci iK S R @

his right hand, he pointed it behind himself. The entire back wall was illuminated, drawing the attention

of everyone in the dim room. A set of digital numbers appeared in a flash.

The Doctor was sure botbf his hearts skipped beats as he read the date the numbers showed:
09-28-2518

He swallowed dryly as the guests began clapping in unséhE Odza S YSZ¢ KS Ydzvof SR:=
waitress behind as he ran into the lobbyow could he be so stupid, not figugiit out beforeHe

always was forgetting to check the dates; it was rule number one at the Pydronian Acalfefhynot

number one, but it was in the top ten.

At was around here that Li sasm, sir.The boys say that skescared stiff, crying that s@equitting

YR S@SNEGKAY 3IZ Startled, ThNDoE@@r dudked bdrind thdisidé of @ dnformation desk

that was currently unoccupiedeeking from behind it he saw Ulysses Proctor walk into the lobby, seven

of his burly henchmen trailing bétd.

Proctor stroked the ends of his beard as he paced around, staring at thedlobK S & K2 6 OL &S A & |
R2YNAIKG F22f AaK (2 32 Hdliffed Wshkad épSplading teShiaiddoyi bisi ~ ¢ K S
hips and faced the bald maa./ K S OrffortyFrtiodidt. | don@know how theyl get there, but | aif®

one for chanced.hope you have®lostthat{ S& &Sz [ STieé oé

The muwscular marknown as Lefty heldup asetofkegish ¥ O2dzZNBS y20X 0234& dé

Procter nodded.a L ¥  (i@Kh&re, thenkegume normal canvassing proceduv@u find€m, eliminate
thosejoo fuen chsen the spot.Last thing we need is for those rats in uniforms to come a prancing
I NB dzy R K S NI Préctorrglancel RRISiMdSHe theatre.¢ KS a K2 g Ol aS thowdza G O2 y (
ahitchL¥ GKSNB FINB Fyeé LINRofSYas AYyF2N¥ YS AYYSRAFGS

CKSNB 6Aff 068 y2 LINRGfSYas aANZé [STiae yasSNBR:

He nodded onced ¢ /@I (6 K I (i L  gFixiyigthis Witte jaci@t; Mabtdr walked back into the

dinng2 2Y S KSNB KAia JdzSaida 4SNB LRfAAKAYI 2FF GKSAN
began inspecting their gun¥he Doctor inhaled; it was very possible that they could locate the Kluvians,

saving him the trouble of finding therrlowever, taggig along would be the problemi. 2 t N2 O SNXQ &
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henchman headed for the lifit was clear from their expressions that they would not be accepting
hangers on.

The Doctor brought his glass to his lipg phused before he could sip, allowing himself to mull the
situation over A second later he smiled, straightened his tie properly and ran his hand through his hair,
flattening it down to one siderinally, he threw back the rest of his drink.

The Doctor swaggered towards the security men who were still standirtgéblift, leaving his empty
glass on the help deshs the lift doors opened, he followed them inside, his back sttaighg as he
approached Lefty.

OEOdzAS YSzZé¢ 1S LRt 23A1 BiReyesKpbtied the@dhBoypanelytioe(® fvasY 2 NB L
no button for floor forty-two.

z

gl

w»

Lefty glared at hima { A @&gorgkS F il Fa] &2dz 42 3ISG 2FF GKS St
stated, puffing out his chest as he approached the Time Lord.

The Doctor remained where he was, putting on his glassds. ¢ @ dzoRyi K SNJ & 2adtheA ¥ (G KA &
dzLJY 2 & G A Y H&2ldeked L& Sptaad dovdismissivelyad L GR2FELISOG &2dz (2 NBO?

Lefty® face reddenedi L ®Rs® ybu best get off this elevator and get your prissy ass back to the
showcasd Said L GKNRBg @2dz 2dzi dé

G@ have you know thatih an essential part of Mr. Proctér S@Sy G >¢ GKS 520G2NJ aLl i
Lefty. From his coat pocket, he produced the psychic paperonce agav2 Ky { YAG KX ySgf e |
Head of Advertising fdPractor AircraftsSome of his showca&most important designs have been left

in my office on the sixtghird floor. They®Xl NS 1lj dZA NBR AYYSRALF GSf & ¢

Lefty looked the Doctor over, raising his eyebrows in suspic¢i@®e been working foProctorfor nearly
twenty-five years, and | afdnever seenyol A f  y 2 g ®¢

Josing the psychic paper, the Doctor sighed as he putit avdya L LINGS @@ fadkdnbwel & G § SRS
was very recently hired by Mr. Proctor from tAdied Spacecraft Corporatiowith my former

employers on their way out he felt that | could bring something to his comgdawever, my presence

KFa 06SSy R2gy L FT@SR FT2NJ ljdzAGS a2YS GAYST G2y A3IKi

Lefty was deflating before the Dbl 2 NW@&L B IS & & NP2 OF 2INA |+ o éofiim (KA &> KS¢
everythingyoQe saRK¢ | S | &1 SR I, asdhe aaimdled his ByeKahthedighé Ford.

OAbsolutely; | never lie in matters of businésBhe Doctor looked sombrely at the men; he had
successfully convinced thebut the lift remained resolutely stilHe swallowedd L & G K SNB@l NBI &z
y2i Y2QAYy3IXKE

Lefty glanced back at his underlings, before turning to the Doct&.S o6 NRA y 3 &-thidkflaorg (G KS &
get your business done, and git on ois important agour job is, w&e been giving very explicit
orders by Mr. ProctorDong m& €
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The Doctor gave a restrained smileL. dzy RSNB i YR LISNFSOGTt & dé

~k ik k ko

Jayne grunted as several waiters pushed gast. He slouched his shouldeas he pushed the caral
and Zoe walked ahead of the mercenary, with Kaylee following closely beéhin@fghd of this job
Ff NBI Re d¢

Gvouaid 3JI2G0F 0SS F2yR 2F y20iKAYy3II W aypaikegi £ aK204 ¢
placed a wooden crate at her feet and enteiedhe code.The door slid open and she picked up her
crate before walking inside.

Mal stepped up as theabr closedd Wdza i I RBREBY S§KA BY R 2 8 SRunching infha2 y S NA 3K d
numbers on the pad, the door opened once agMil held his hand againtK S R2 2 NWa aSy a2 Na
allowing Zoe and Kaylee to entdayne wheeled the cart pass him, and Mal followed them in last.

& need moreyuébing | cafRkeep themontl® G 6f SHé | a@shéhaSain@ontof SR 2 dz
Zoe and Kaylee, entering the kitah Zoe inspected the room, looking around as one waiter fixed
the bow tie of another.

She turned toward Mald 9 f S@& I R8z8) y2 NI KZ aANE¢ akKS alAR f 2dzR
her head at three men (thelder one was giving the othéwo specific directions about the events

for later in the evening)Losing patience, Jayne pushed the cart ahead, nearly running over several
unsuspecting waitresses.

The crew paused as they reached the entrance to the main part of the buil@imgglobbywas filled
with guests, talking avidly with one anothér.middleaged man puffed his expensive cigar, blowing
the smoke away from his pretty, much younger dateder the loud chatter, an orchestra pipas
and bamboo flutes performing an old Chinese oaigl

On the other side of the lobby were the large doors of the elevator, undecorated and unnoticed by

the guestsMal poked his head out: near the entrance to the assembly room, two of P@aten

stood, carefully keeping their attention on the masgebple.He sighedd 2 2 dzt R A G 0SS G 22
ask for a distractiond 2 dzli y 2 g K€

Aglass broke against an adjacent wall, startling the party go€tsu seyoutamade hundadé¢ | a KNRA f §
voice cried.The room immediately fell into silence, the crowd eagadoping out for the upset

attendee.Their search ended as a woman fled through the entrance to the next room, her hand firmly

against her mouthShe could@have been older than fortfive, with barely a wrinkle on her facéhe

woman pushed through therowd, walking desperately toward the build@gexit.

Following behind was a man about the same age, his face flustaréddz3 dza § A y S@& RI NI Ay 33z ¢
2OSNNBFOGAYy3IZE KS LI St R IR grabBed Ber aint, gffectivBlpnhakinghey 3 (12 4 |
turntohim.at £ SIG SEI § Sl 62dzi GKA&A a2YSSHKSNB St aSoe¢
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Augustine wiped away the tears that rolled down her fae. & not talking about thi$$omewhere
elseB Ay OS @2dz KI @S y2 LINE cShedwledruwway Homlhid Asebingback. A Yy LJdzo €
G9OSNE2YS (@8vaS8KlIat 88dny3I gAGK GKFG fAGGES 6K2N]
Edgar, Augustin@ husband, stepped closer to her, inches away from her te@e not sleeping with

her, we®e very good friendsBut you do®want me to have friendgust work mypi guoff so you can
f A0S O2YF2NIlofe 2y [2YRAYAdzZYHSE

d gave birth your children and supported you fir years, and this is the thanks | get, to be humiliated in
front of everyone? Lifting her hand, Augustine slapped Edgar across his $aseral women gasped,
amongst a rising tide of whispers.

Gingerly touching his cheek, Edgar glared at hiswife.A G YS gAff @&2dzH¢ 1S INRGE S
her.One woman screamed while men pushed past them, grabbing for Betgan.the other side of the

room, the two security men moved through the crowd of people, determined to prevent anymore

fighting.

Mal, flabbergasted, turned back to hiscreiv! R A & G NI Ol /&2 yY 2AZES 31€0 KKS y2RNIR S NSKIR 3
fully into the lobby Pretty Core world people arttieir problems: Mal knew he could count on them.

They walked through the crowd of people, sliding through the spaces as best as theyMalulaned

back; Jayne stood in place, watching the commotion eagerly.

Wk eySs 1SSL) Y2@0Ay3aAZé KS 41 NYSRO
The mercenay looked back, a glintin hiseyés/ 2 NB ¢ 2 NI Ro youlkaod hdby Tardeey-¢ H
aJayneb €

Sghing disappointedly, Jayne pushed through the pedestrians like an aggravated bailcrew
successfully slipped past the crowd and made it to the etavat

With everyone on the elevat@ platform, Zoe closed the dooisaylee kneeled on the floor and opened
her bag.Taking out a screw driver, she began unscrewing the plate underneath the butioasover
came off easily, revealing the inner workingshe control panelShe examined the wires, carefully
reading the Chinese print near each one of them.

6Hurry, Kaylee;wead 320G | ff yAIKGEZE alf &FARY | yEA2dzaf &

After disconnecting several wires, Kaylee pressed one of the butfdreselevator movedbruptly,
catching the othersff balance Kaylee could®help but giggle.

 2NNET KFER (2 2Q0iétlNIha dRel waitdSis theel@viatsr Yodréd upwartise floors
whizzed past, swiftly reaching double digits, hitting the twenties, Hicti X
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At floor forty-two, Kaylee stopped the elevatdvloving her hand across the panel, she pressed another
button, opening the doorslayne pushed the cart out, Zoe following hial stepped into the
threshold, preventing the doors from closing.

GXie xieCafy = ¢ Y I & f S SQuicklyAsRe conNectadrkalfi of thedpulled wires and placed therco
back onto the control panebefore screwing it into plac&he stood up, put her tool away and left the
elevator.

At once, the room was illuminated, surprng KayleeShe covered her face with her arm, shielding her
eyes from the lightAfter blinking hard, she caught sight of what lay in the roblmndreds of artifacts,
from beautiful oil paintings to broken pottery, hung from the walls and sat on podigatbering dust.
She knew enough history to know that it most certainly dated back to HarédtWas.

éGorram, the coin yod get from selligane 2 F (G KSa S X ¢ We leayed agligsyiecaltRS R | &

O0We take nothigbther than what wha® intended; irthe event that the job goes south, Mathers will

have us coveredso long as we keeptowhat @B SY LS 28 SR (2 R23¢ %2S NBYAY
glancing at the room.

Mal walked into the rows of history, looking from his right to his &f@ E I O daft Bdkingi téne &
2y 2dz2NJ AARSZé¢ KS al AR (i 2Eadk af fhenOneds offin séphrate/dbectiords, | 0 G K
inspecting the contents of the shelves for their prize.

Kaylee tilted her head as she examined all of the items, assunatghey wered (G KSX gKIF G ¢ a
She believed it was called the Roselita Sténd. it KSNJ ¢ 8> AKS ¢ Whatishedid@ a KS Kl
find, however, made her gas@n a podium, a thin, gray rabbit sat, wearing plaid gre#a bveralls

and a strawhat. In its hand was a small shovel for gardenidlge swore it was the downright cutest

thing shed ever laid eyes on.

h SNJ KSNBHé¢ alf O ff SR Léking sadllyNadethe rabtit Sncédnmo@|Kayled (G KS N
walked toward the captainVhen hecame in sight, she also could see the large black stone resting on

top of a display cushiothe glare of the strip lightseflecting off it.Kaylee glancedtdhe long podium on

which the $one rested and saw the extent of the security protectinddgnding down, she entered the

numbers Mathers had fed them; a lob&epechoed round the roomthe systemhad been successfully

disengaged.

Jayne approached the stone, parking the cart neatby.ran his hand down the smooth sides, his fingers
following alonghe contours.Gripping it, he attempted to lift the thindt wouldn@budge.

6Ruttintockd K S @@ | a | y &dyelpylletdInhé cak Soseltb tha d®Redthe crate still in
place.Mal flicked the locks up and opened the crate; it was paddpdcially made for carrying delicate
objects.
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Placing his hands at the stoebase, Mal looked at Jayreh y (G KNBESZ ¢ SJapng, Fiou i KA &

RNRLI G§KAAZ YI & YSNIynaroted his dgesRriimickiKg3@agibsitién T luaXkéept
perfectly still for a moment before Mal gulped.

avYi, er, sarH Both men attempted to pick the stone up, their faces contorting from difficdlbey
managed to lift it barely off the podium, shuffling closer to the créel bit his bottom lip, the muscte
in his back tighteningNot missing a beat, Zoe moved the cart carrying the crate closer, watching the
two very carefully.

Qang, clang, clang

Kaylee turned her head, looking frantically around the rodothing was out of place, nor was there
anymovement.She glanced nervously back at her crewmates; they had made it to the crate with Stone,

and Mal was carefully lowering his end toward the opening, letting the rock slide slowly out of his hands.

Zoe was still concentrating on the removal and madesign that she had heard the noise.

Kayleejumped when she herd the sounds again. They wdsecoming increasinglpuder.Kaylee
listened closely, stepping away from the cré&veathing out a shaky sigh, she found herself facing a
doorway not far from ere the Roselita Stone had been on displaf/course there was a set of stairs
there usually was in every building, in case of emergency.

Cafy ¢ &aKS 0S3lIys KS Nul g lagedadisicdessiillyzilaced thége i &helS NIp
crate withaut breaking it. The captain was all smiles as he closed it and snicked the locks shut.

Kaylee looked behind her.

oCam, pleas@ this time, they glanced up at hétaylee could feel her entire body trembling; there
was no way to hide her fear.

Mal steppal away from the cratedMei mej what@-¢

Zoe shushed him, holding up her haritheclangswere now clear. There was no mistaking them now.
Sheturnedaroundd { ANE ¢KI 0 R2 &&dz RSRdz0S (KI &G O2dzZ R

BOOM!

Abright, yelloworange light flashed, sending metbling outward.Zoe grabbed Kaylee immediately,
pulling her to the groundMal and Jayne were already on their stomachs, covering their heads to
protect them from the bits of rubble that landed their wdyark gray smoke clouds billowed outward,
coveringthe room completely and leaving dust in their wakée crew began to cough harshly; there
were no other exits for the smoke to filter out.

The clangs were now footsteps, and as the smoke cleared, Kaylee could see the silhouettes of three tall
figures.However, they were much largemd bulkier than normal peoplé¢hey were even brawnier than
Proctoi@ men.They wore dark green robes, the hoods long and encompassing their entire faces.
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Sowly, they began stalking around the room, shuffling slightly feathe to sideWith their wide backs
turned, Mal and Zoe silently crawled behind the podilgaylee continued to stare, her entire body
feeling too numb to moveShe managed to almost jump, however, when a hand grabbed her arm and
another hand covered her auth. Her eyes glanced over her shoulder; Jayne hovered above her, his
blue eyes fixed on the intruders

He looked back down at heRon2make a peephe mouthed as he began shimmying toward the
podium.Nodding, Kaylee followed him as soundlessly as shklcehe watched as the robed figures
walked further away into the rows of artifacts.

w»
m-
=N

CKAY]l 6S OFly 2dzad Gl1F1S SOSNROUKAYIAS YIS az2ys
as he eyed several paintings.

One of the others groanedtCaptain oty wants the Rosettat@ne. Says tha® the only thing the@d pay
for. Everything else is a waste of tire.

The largest robed figure paused, lifting its he#dsniffed the air twiceSuddenly, it faced the direction
ofthecrewa L &Y St f | vdSerdhged, stdningdowardithémellQ

Grabbing his revolver from his side, Mal aimed it at the encroaching figlegulled the trigger,

shooting the cowled shadow in the stomadhstumbled backwards, but never féb its kneesThe

green furof the cloak became a darker shade as blood from the wound began to wélhegood of

GKS FTAIdNB FStt 2FF G(GKS Of2GK 3IFIGKSNAYy3 G GKS

Kaylee could@help but scream, whilst simultaneously trying to colier
mouth; it did no goodThefigure wasi®a man, but a hideous creaturkts
skin was a bright, shiny crimson color, hardened like stégkempt, hair
stood up from its large, round head, its face long and its nose stoom

its forehead, two long, pointed horns stood upwardsyered in a black
sheen.In it mouth, the upper canines were almost as long as the horns,
poking out from its lipsThe creatur@ eyes were an eerie yellow, causing
goose bumps to rise from Kayl@eskin.

It gave them afoul glarét L G ¥ A 3 dzNBdxf RI KISNBE LIBER ¢4 G 2 LI
creature pulled out what appeared to be a laser giomehow, it was more advanced, with a smaller
design and sleeker outer features than any of the weapons carried by ®eNS y A (iRbiktiag tré@ NB &
gun at them, he fired.

The crew ducked behind the podium listening as the laser ricocheted off the grdayde untucked his
shirt, revealing his bare stomach, where his guns were taRgzping away the medic tape, he grabbed
one revolver, quickly turning off the safetgneelinghe leaned against the podiy, shooting three

times beforeducking back underneath.

There was a return of fired shots, red streaks of lasers bouncing past thlesing her eyes, Kaylee
couldfeel the tears burn at her eyesd fear gnaw at her stomach.
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dWhattheK ¢ [ SFie& 0S3Fys LINBaAaa&A yHe listered cloSely Meaking théfgird G (G K S
sounds of weaponry being fire8tepping back, he smacked one of the buttoftse elevator abruptly

stopped at the thirtyseventh floor.Takirg out his keys, he placed one in the slot and turned, the

platform moving once again.

He grunted, distractedd L ¢ | y (i & 2 dz Mg scapé buythedodtE SO 2 ¥ R ®Tlfefly2 NJ T A NA (
then turned to the Doctor, eyeing himt., 2 dz & ( | @ LJDpi@be ikaderihd outkvBille WK
on the floor fortytwo, not even a littleYouwilNB I NB G A (G @¢

The Doctor raised his hands in defeat5 2 ¢ K I (i Seéretly, Medzasigratly relieved; he had no
idea how he was going to get to trick them ingdting him in on the fortysecond flooiin the first place

The elevator chimed, reaching its destinati@tepping back, the Doctor allowed the security to encircle
the doors.Each of the men turned off the safety of their guns, aiming them asliweator stopped.

As the doors slid open, a quick, red beam whizzed inside, nicking the side of the youngeldeman.
hollered in pain, falling to the flooithe Doctor and the other bodyguards moved to the sides of the
elevator, glancing at him as he lajpeve he fell.

Lefty cocked his gun, looking warily into the room; several of the fluorescent lights were out, leaving the

floor half darkenedd 2 S KI @S K2¥a2iAS S2 dAidzyFMING O lOdeibj che, they | S 2 NR:
exited the elevator, leaving thedator and the injured man therédesitating, the Time Lord kneeled

next to the man, his finger tilting the m@nface to the opposite direction.

o AljdZANNT f SKSYS 20 Rl AaLINBA Roé ONRP&aA GKS @2dzy3ais
Darkred blood was trickling down his face in thin streafslling a handkerchief from his pocket, the

Doctor wiped the blood away, moving over the wouttdvas very shallow, and it woul@take long to

completely heal, he concluded.

He dug into his pocketagain, looking for some proper medical todisstead, he found a handful more
of the hot pink Hello Kitty plaster§he Doctor tried to think for the life of him where he callkl
possiby procured them perhaps Rose?

No, not Rosehe thought.Jackielt was her sort of M.O.

Alarge blast went off, sending clouds of smoke itiite lift. Kluvians, the Doctagroaned inwardly.
Remembering himselhe pushed most of the plasters back into his pocket before placing two of the
obnoxious items across the m@rwit; they did little.

MW22R Sy2dzZaKz¢ KS alFAR (2 KAYaStFz adlkyRAYy3 dzlJ | YR

Lefty and his men bobbed back and forth between artifacts, swerving to avoid guhliiteree Kluvians
faced the direction of the elevator, firinghe nev enemy force was much easier to locate, and much
easier to take down.
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With the Kluvian§backs turned, Mal edged out from behind the podiugatisfied with the turn of
events, heturnedtohiscrewt 2 A 1 K GKSY GKAYy3I& RA &G NIdGefitétRes WI 8y S>
shuttle. Zoe and | will cause some confusion and take the stéits@ £ SS> &2dz 32 2y GAGK

Mal and Zoe stood up abruptly, aiming and shooting at the Kluviesvo of them turned around, the
captain and his first mate hid behind th@dium againSeveramore shots from the laser gugpped
past them before more gunfire was heard from the other side of the ro8taggering up, Jayne gripped
his hands around handle of the cart, thrusting it forward as fast as he déaydee followedim, trailing
slightly behind.

The Kluvians turned back towards the crew of Serediftyne hunched his back, marching doggedly on
and dodging whatever flew past hitde paused briefly, as they neared the position of Bnector

secuity team.Jayne croured down using the cart as a barricade against the laddesfinally reached
the elevator and stood straighhauling the cart inside.

dWhat in the hell do you think y@JB R 2Jayyfedaéked down and saw the injured security guard
there, glaring up ahim as he covered his wount@lhe guard was gawky, too wetikfight a man like
him. Bending down Jayne grabbed him by his shirt and belt.

MAGHE 1S ANHzyiSRZ GKNRgAY3a (GKS YIy 2dzi 2F (GKS St S
suddenly.The merceary froze; Kaylee was nowhere to be selde.scanned the room, ducking inside

the elevator doors to avoid being shét.stray laser beam bounced in, startling hifirKaylee had®

made it with him, the captain woufde kept her safeDarting inside, Jaynaressed the lobby button

repeatedly until the doors finally closed.

Kaylee was not as fortunate as Jayne w@adsupposedkrightened by the Kluvians, she dropped to the
floor to avoid being spottedShe looked over, expecting Jayne to be squatting kedsit; instead, he

kept moving, leaving her behind without a second thougtdr heart pounding faster, Kaylee looked

back to Mal and Zoe; they stood up from their shielded position, behind the podium, walking backwards
S0 as to keep their eyes on the goattle. They glanced back at thest of the room before jumpintp

safety over the pile of rubble that used to be a doorway to the stairs.

Her stomach twisted itknots, and Kaylee was sure shias going to be siclshe had been on jobs
before, andfithere was an ounce of troublsomeone was always there to help hBu this timeno one
was there; everyone had done their part right but h8he was left to fend for herself against the high
class thugs that Ulysses Proctor called his security and théolemgruesome creature#ll she wanted
to do was cry.

Leaning back, Kaylee became alarmpdk S ¢ I & NB & (0 A yatm. SpiAning ardUBd) Hergsiza X
fell on a large, blue bo¥n all the worlds she travelled to, she was sure that@lseen nothindike it.

Then again, she was in a room filled with items fieanth ThatWasand mentally called herself foolish

for forgetting.Immediately, her curiosity was intrigueRaising her hand, Kaylee placed it against the
old wood, perplexed and amazed at th@me time Earth ThatWas was dried up so many years ago, but
the blue box was as hot &erenit@engine.
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her throat, she looked back at the box; iagvbig enough to fit her, she deducddylee scrambled up,

her eyes set on the Kluviarinclosing her hand around the metal handle, she pulled open the door,

slipping inside and slamming it shut.
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Chapter 5

Mal and Zoe ran down the last flight of staentinuing to look over their shoulder§hey were certain
no one saw them leave the forsecond floor, but they coulddtake anychancesThe door to the lobby
opened and they scampered behind a nearby wall to hide.

oPlease, remain calm, ladies and tlemen. Everything is in order; one of the boilers is acting up,&at

I £ f > ¢ Q voideeChiberi ber the speakeFhie loud conversations and crying could be heard from

the lobby.The abrupt shoot out with Proct@ Y Sy | YR GKSX ¢ Kindig@@SNI G§KS& g S
unnoticed.

Darting through the lobby, they entered the back room, passing upset waitresses crying into their
sleevesExiting the back door, Mal noticed several of the cooks standing outside, smoking hand rolled
cigarettes, their hands shakin@f course they would be more frightened; unlike the attendees, they
were aware of the reality of the situation.

They weavedaround the other parked ships, slowing to catch their bre&ihally, the pair came upon
the shuttle.Sitting beside it was Jayne crate with himMal sighed, relieved at the success of the job.
As they approached, Mal looked at Jayne, and immediately noticed something was missing.

GWhere@ YI @f SSKé 1S | a1 SR 0 $heanetdnawloekgdSrod@Mal, & SISy ali
uneasiness creeping over his features.

d lost her in the ruckus; | thought she went on back to-gou
A& G2fR @&2dz G2 aLISOATAOFfteEe G2 adGdAO|l G23SHIKSNH¢ a
stepped closer to his crew member.

Jayne squared upo him, exhaling gruffiyd L ¢ & 3IASGGAy 3 aKz2aG Fd @§Fa> NX3
running back forhelShed 6 SSy 2y 2206a o0ST2NBT aKS (y2sa o6KIG

oNot when ther&® a brawl a happenindlain®paying you for your brain, but really, whatere you
thinkingk Mal was lividKaylee was the sister he never had; only matters involving her could get him
that upset.

Zoe placed her hand on Malshoulder, perfectly calnd { WN&t&is on Beaumonde for the newto
weeks; she® agreed to help ugou told usyourselfy @ €t SS {y2¢6a (2 3I2 (2 KSNIWE

GANnd how in the hell is she supposed to get herself out of that?&é £t SS | y2¢6a Sy3IAYySasz y;
spat.Groaning, Mal ran his hands through his hait KA & AGe goarfaded & S

Before he could fiish his sentence, Zoe grabbed the back of his head and slammed it into the side of the
shuttle. Mal fell limp ontothe ground, knocked out cold.
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Jyne staredathelt | @y G KIF G YdziAye@éKé
éJooh kohCaptain wasfin the right sate of mind.Gethimandtedi 2y S 2y 621 NRXZ¢ aK$S 2
BOOM!

The deafening sound of an explosion caused the ground to sZaleeand Jayne looked up to the large
pagoda; black smoke billowed from the upper half of the buildingad to have come from the
forty-second flooythere was no question about.it

Zoe clicked in the code for the shut@edoor.a [ SHhit skynowX W e/ ddab goved open and Zoe
ran aboard directly to the cockpigitting down, she several buttons on, revving up the engine.

She pulled down the spaker.d 2 | & KES ¢S O1 2y (GKS aKdziagf ST 2J3SNWE

There was a brief interval before the radio finally crackied. OF'y &aSS aYvy21S O2YAy3a T
RAR SOSNEBGKAY3I 32 21FeKE 21FaK yagSNBRY 02y OSNYySR

Alt@ a mite complicated, sweetitl) explain oncave@e boardedSerenity Zoe looked to the back on
the shuttle; Mal lay on the floostill unconsciouswhile Jayne set down the crate, closing the d&ire
turned back to the controls, turning on the security field.

Zoe tugged on the controls, liftindgne shuttle off the ground slowhGetting the coordinates for the gap
in the secuity, the shuttle coasted ovehe other parked shipdt was on the other side of the landing
area, but they were through the worst of it.

Aloud beeping went off on the cordl panel, and Zoe leaned closer to the souiidee shuttle was
picking up another ship, active and flyif@he read the information below #{O SHIP INFORMATION
FOUNDIlashed repeatedly.

éRung tse fwo tzoobaoyowuomuhd ¢ KS F A NB (i eMratindthe i@ speethSRe || OO
grinded her teeth together as another warning beeped in a lower tésea pilo® wife, she knew that

sound; the ship had locked onto the®he turned on the viewer; it was a large ship, the design more
round and flowinghan the angular structure derenity and it was hot on their trail.

Zoe kept her eyes on the sky as the shuttle soared toward the glitotvever, it could only go so fast;
the other ship would catch up in a matter of minutdse control panel buzzethforming Zoe that the
specified coordinates were rapidly approachifme glitch would close soon, Kaylee said that they only
had short amount of time to get through &he could almost hear the roar of the other gBipngine,
looming behind them.

GZoe there® a rumbling, anditafd dzazé¢ WF ey S o0S3aAlys cheldétlleddwas KS 2 (K
better to ignore him; a scared Jayne was not a pleasant Jayne.

Pulling the controls, Zoe steered the shuttle upward, sweat beginning to accumulaterdrahds.
Kicking it up faster, the shuttle gracefully passed through the hole in the security, not a knick in the
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structure.She looked down at the viewer; the ship was still following theowever, it came to a
sudden stop, waves rippling off from theipbwhere the ship had impacted with the security shield.
¢ KS drénhichui@ged slightly, and thounced backward.

With the ather ship stopped in its tracks Zoe leaned badkdnchair, breathing a huge sigh of relief.

Kaylee gasped, covery her mouth with her handshe had expected nothing more than a dark, old box
that would have a funny smell insidéhe golden light of the interior illuminated the features of her
face.lt was a roomnot as large as the one she had just beerbint,maost certainly too big ofoom for a
box that size to holdThe walls were bronze, large rows of bolts going up toward the ceBirgheams,
which held y the domed curve of the roof, swerved and looped. They wieeesame color as the wall.

Her greeneyesthen focused on the center of the room, where she was immediately drawn to a great
big consoleA large cylinder was perched atop a round piece of machinery that rose from the metal
paneled floor.The mechanism glowed turquoise, the light flooding theaaaeound it.Inside of it were
wires and more device&pproaching it, Kaylee ran her hand across the slabs of bronze gbtal.
touched one of the objects within the glow, and smiled.

Next to Serenity she had never seen anything more beautiful in her lif

Looking up, Kaylee moved to the other side of the mach8tee reached in, picking up a spherical object
made up of tiny silver pieceRotating it in her hands, she ran her thumb over an indent that encircled
the entire objectPlacing pressure at botnds, the ball easily opened, revealing a mass of wires and
unlit light bulbs.

thKZ¢é¢ aKS al WRatekeyitdhad, idaylae ol dasilyitell that it h@theen working in quite

a while.Justas she was about to close it, however, she notisederal unplugged wire€arefully, she
inspected the end of each of them, noticing that all were unidree tip of her finger inspected the

inside of it until it found three deep inputs in it; each input was shaped differently from the diher.
pluggedseveral of the wires, a smile tugging at the corners of her mouth as they fit in perfectly.
Reaching into her bag, she pulled out a tiny screwdriver and began tightening the small bolts inside of it.

Achorus of beeps and boops began, with little lighésting rapidlyKayle& smile widened and she
closed the sphere, reaching back into the machBefore $ie could set it down, howevespmething

caught her eyePlacing the round object aside, she studied the interior below where it was supposed to
be. Like its round counterpart, it hadrbeen working in awhile.

Ain@nothing workin@ She thought to herselkaylee leaned in, checking all of the ports and liks.
fingers felt a small object, and gripping it tightly, she tugged it from the @rebrought the object into
view; it was a rubber duck, bright yellow with big, black eyes and a matching red bt{aylee
squeezed it, and yelped when it quack&tacing the duck in her bag, she ran her hand against the
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metal; it was bentShe pulled ouber hammer, and carefully, banged the port several times before the
dent was nearly gone.

Beaming, she clicked the sphere back into its pl&te was excitedo, it was so much more than that.
Adrenaline was coursing through her veins; it happened everg she fixed one dberenit® parts
successfullylLooking at several other pieces of equipment, she noticed they, too, were not woBkihg.
her screwdriver or other tools wouldbe of any use; several things needed to be welded, rewired, or
even replaed.

Bending down, Kaylee noticed a panel built inside the st&m2 LISy SR A (G S| daathee = I yR a
thick black cables that hung like vinesd the odd shaped gadgets that mounted insiflerenitywas

wonderfully complicated and beautifully intrieg but it didn2hold a candle to what was before her

now. Her hand felt for her bag, and she dug furiously inside as she crawled back under the-csimsole

needed a flashlightShe wanted to pull everything apart very slowly before putting the pieces

meticulously back together

@ KId FNB 82dz R2AyIKE

Kaylee®@ heart skipped-ano, severalbeats and she straightened herself, only to hit her head against the
metal underside of the machinery.

dlta-ta-tai'€ She cried, rubbing the back of her he&tandingup
properly, Kaylee turned and saw a tall, lithe man at the dooriywas
dressed in a brown pinstriped suit, with eolwvn trench coat worn ovate
top. Hisbrown hair was standing up, and if she w&n such a state of 1N
aK201 YR KI Ry Qiagcéntered dn th&idadk @fder head
she wouldve been laughing.

The man stepped towardhedt ! NB &2dz £ f NAIK(GIKE

Oh LY aKAyeH:¢ { KS al A Rookingtavh, KaylEe qaickiy shut ticdopeh Panght & @
sorry | intrudedThere was some rabling going on, and | &@much for rumblingl hope you do®
YAYRZ YAAGSNXKE

B KS 52002 NWE

b 2002NXKE

Wdza i X G(KS 52002NEE GKS YIy FyasSNBRS NBGdNYAY3I |
Kaylee® smile faded slightlyy , 2 d@ 3R/ | yI YSKE

& do.But | very much preferbgid Ol t t SR (KS 52002 N

Senoddedherheadi 2 K & {AYR 2F R2O00G2NJ I NB @&2dzKé
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interest as he approached the console, walking passed Kaylbe2 6 > 6 b K A 0 @2 dz (2 dzZOKS Rk

Kaylee turned awaydt Wdza i G KIF G akKAye olftf (GKAy3d 203N 82yRSNEE
K221 SR dzLJ G 2H¢

The Doctor circled the console, his hand stroking the metal ligkdylee could swear she heard him
talkingto it. Degite whatever awkwardness there was, she co@dhelp but like the mysterious
Doctor.He continued until he found the object Kaylee had been playing with beRicking it up, he
examined it closely until he finally openedHtis brown eyes widened ag lwatched the lights and
sounds go off.

4 2dz FAESR G(G(KS LINRG2Yy NX T2 N¥Brictbrioakdddiectlitt her d&¥ 6t SR Ay
RAR 22dz (Y26 6KFG 613 ONR]SYKE
Kaylee walked closer, pointing to where the Doctor was standing.S S dzy” RTBejp&ts wiakdK

aligning properly, so | tinkered around until they was fitting all corréetns out there was just
something jamming the engine. K & R2S&8 AG R2KE

He glanced back at the console, lifting the round part of the proton reformulator to otdper work.
& B & part of the chameleon circuit; it repairs and smoothes out the particles of the landing area of the
TARDIS, spdically when it has changed

He paused, staring back athér! NB &2dz YSI yAy3a G2 (Stf Y6 &2dz FTAESI
equipmentandyoudod S @Sy (y26 6KIFIG AG R2SaKé¢ ¢KS 5203G2N S
machinery.

Kaylee shrugged hershouldes.. S f @Ay3 AFT L AFAR 20KSNBAASDE

The Doctor stared at the girl, looking back at the proton reformulator before refigrhis gaze to
Kayleea 2 KI' 4 OGN} AYyAy3 KI @S @&2dz KI RKE

dust working at my @ashop9 S NE 2y S R2Sa& YI OKAYS 62N] 2V
love working with anything that tickéiCtocks, and clickiDf 2 O1 4X¢ aKS Fyad
herself.

Rubbing his chin, the Doctor delved into thougét/ dzNJ& 2 dza SNJ | Y R O dzNDhegidkd SNJ X € |
was able to fix his ship just by looking atithuman shouldfbe able to thatNyssa and Turlough

could, but they were@human.MaybelLiz, or even MeBut the girl showed no indication of any of the

training they went throughln fact, she looked like she just stepped off the fafinat girl, that girl, that

IAANI X

Y 22NNBI ¢KIG 61a 82dNJ yIYS 13FAyKeé 1S a]1SR &4K$S
ddidm@sayA i Ay GKS FANBYIBBAOESE HRS CRNRSSROdzI T2f1a
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The Doctor noddedd 2 St £ = Y I & &BURd ny shipRuitScordf@tdblBut tell me, how did
82dz 02YS (2 FAYR AiGKE

Kaylee® greereyes lit upd { K A LIK deakadKi@medidjtely taking in the coral interittrwas easy to
see now why she had been so captivated; her parents always said she had a way with machines, and she
loved space ship&ut she had never seen one quite like this.

Gves,i@calleda TARDBdzi L NBFffe& ySSR @&2dz iRornalyheé®hdgy e | dzS &
on and on about the TARDIS, and had the feeling that Kaylee would hang on to every word, but finding
someone working on the console was unsettling, to say the least.

¢Oh, it wasn the middle of the room, and it was powerfully wart2 i O dzNA 2 dza ® £

oFunny.That room was sealed off completely; you even needed a key to use théohftdid you get in
0 KSNBK¢

¢Oh,itaid KI NRX & Y The Ddstér waslbelng &andulRydosy, st could@risk the job;
everyone was counting on the money from it.

Nodding, the Doctor took a step backwardsz S NBE A y (RPIINIRE BRWA X A Yy Rebagar2 g6 Ay 3 Y
approaching the door and saw hexpression change; she havedn a great mechanicubshe was a

terrible liar.& { G dzF F fagcihdteSne,j@EowPAlways a mystery, but th@ how | am; | caBget

Sy2dz3K YeailiSNER Ay Yeé fAFSH¢

engdentl ¢ { KS ONA SRI NYzZBayel gligping pad tife Dibdtof Kaylgeyleared h&rd

entire body against the door, smiling nervoudhar all she knew, those terrible monsters were still

outside, waiting; she didbthink she could handle facing them a second timd. Ol y aK2 g @&2dz f |
promise!l swear | aiRgoncH2 o O1 2y AdGHE

The Doctomodded.6Thatd ¢ K I (i  LHe dliskeddzs ®nigd&he was frightened out of her wits,
her body tremblingshe had to have seen the Kluviaiibis meant, if he was guessing correctly, that she
was in the room before the bodyguards and, most likelg, ktuvians even arrivett. wasr®hard to

guess that she wa&alone.The room contained priceless fortunes and was guarded heavibre

were others, and she was covering for thefaylee was most likely involved with thieves, looting
ProctoQ little treasuretrove.

At that moment, all he could see was the giant screen reading the Gateething important happened
that day, something the Kluvians were interruptitighad something to do with the bandits Kaylee was
a part of and what they were steatinhe knew itThe Doctor desperately attempted to remember back
to his history lessons at the Academy, but it did no gotefd have to do this the old fashioned way.

Gy @t SST L ySSR @2dz 2 IyagSN Y& | dzSavargsgripusk2y Sa it
She nodded, her eyes flickering back at the door behind her; she was frightened that he would open the

door, allowing her to be at the mercy of the Kluviamd. |y 246 20 KSNAR 6SNB SAGK &2«
stealing some of Proct& artifactse
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Al@n sorry, Doctor, but it ai2like-€

oKaylee,®n not going to turn you in to the police, an@ghlnot going to drag you out to the Kluviars!
2dzai ySSR (2 | yrBedookisKelgdve Ringadzheiiface drumpled tugged at his hehes.
wasmRa bad gid in fact, he was sure she had a proverbial heart of gd&dfelt like a bully, yelling at a
girl who was so terrified. Never mind that his past selves wealdone the same; in fact, they woGlée
driven her off the shipHe was older now, anshouldve known better.

Shewhimpered.d ¢ KS T S NX¥onews2S3 SfIAGG K A{NB R (2 3 Nledrs bluriiell lder YI &f S S
eyes; the crew would label her a snitch, she knewWtlie captain and the rest of the crew would have to

face off against Proctpwhod risk his pride and sell out Simon and Ri%re bit her bottom lip, holding

up what was left of her pride from trickling down her cheeks.

The Doctor raised his eyebrowdis expression wa@stunned or aghast; rather KS gl aX O2y F dzi &
Gw2 aSi2VBIKeE |'S NBLISEFGSRE (dzNYVAY 3leldNRdSR AW R { diI2fyISEY
Roselita Stone, Roselitd @ y S X é

awh{9¢¢! {¢hb9oHEé 1S &S fHis®yeswedzRiResSydhs armsHlailéifayodt. YI & f S S
Kaylee nodded her head, pointing ainh ¢ ¢ (& A G H ¢

hK RSINEE¢ ¢KS 52002N) YdziGdSNBRE GF1Ay3 2FF KAA 0ONEP
he knew he only needed a small remind€hings were always bad when Kluvians were around, but in
this case, they were much worse.5 A2Rlz &Y' y I 38 G2 adSrt AlGKE

She nodded, walking away from the dodr.WI- -&he/dBes all the missions with the @jand Zoegot it
2dzi X L K2LIS Pé¢

GvouhopeX I 8t SS3Z L ySSR (2 (y2¢d¢

G ain@sure!l got left behind, rememberPcouldr2see nothing with thosé S A KdRg&running
W 2 dzii H¢

aYyou saw Kluvianscan tell you all about them, but not until | know whether your crew has the stone or
y20oé

For a solitary moment, she was sileits far as she was concerned, that w@srfair trade off.Then,
Kayleebrightened.d 2 § 02 dzf R & S yTRey wd®@Say oultrighsif-wé §oHitnot in front of
folks we do®@know-butthey® f f S YS (y26HE

The Doctor scratched his wild hair.! ¢ @S K¢

The mechanic pointed at the screen installed in the conable. 2 dav, fali( t8 them over yonder and
letthemknow Y a KAy e KE
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It dawned on him, his mouth gaping open and he noddeth. K = ! NAGR KASE He lungdd 1S ® £
the consoleddneedyourshi@ O22NRAY I 1Sasx 2F O2dz2NAS ®¢

Twisting her mouth, Kaylee leaned dowand pulled open the panethe grabbed a handful of wires and

glared at the Doctord , 2 dz K 2 NJ & ¢ 2 J@e Spendifgihe heytReardrgirdyto put all these

0Ol Ayid2 LI I OSzZ¢ &K KaykedHiFdIIRm arfy Bamhgd @ sh@sHeciglly td S NRA y 3 @
one as nice as the Doc@r but she was already putting the crew in danger; leverage was key.

The Doctor nodded solemnlg. , 2 dz KIF @S Y& g2 NR®E

Sanding up and setting herself right next to the Doctor, Kaylee left the panel open and focusiesl on
screend | S NJ @Serenily Firefly class interstellar salvage ship number-84ébH np ¢ ® ¢

The Doctof fingers pounded against the keyboard, hitting ¥ateiCkey with his pinky.

~k ek k ko

This time, Mal was sure he di@have a hangoveiStirring,his eyes fluttered open, the bright light

disorientating himDespite the pounding in his head, Mal quickly realized that he @astside of the

shuttle on Procto® property.He was in the infirmary, laying on one of the cold, hard slabs in the center

of the odorless roomRunning his hand through his hair, he began recollecting the events of the past

day.They had performed the job successfully, he remembered, when some weird... he @aelsitribe

them, but they gave his crew a heaping of troublegHO S NJ 1 KSe QR 3JF2G GKS &aid2ySx>
the shuttle when

2S¢ KS INRgESRE atARAYy3I 2FF GKS atrkro Fa KS FAyl
of his first mate Mal@ neck reddened as he stormed through the corridor, eot@ting solely on
getting the cockpit where Zoe would most likely be with her gémenothing husband.

d | LIG | A y@ifdint oikeYeallgd out, running behind hien/ | LJG | Qe yrilyjusivdkien up.If
you could return

d@n starting to forget justvho gives the orders around hemdow, headonbdc G2 GKS Ay FANXI N
yelled passing the entrance to Kayf@eoom.The usual spill of light from under the door was absent;

even the string of fairy lights was turned dffe immediately started walkgfaster until he reached the

ladder leading to the cockpit.

Jst before he climbed it, Mal turned around to yell at hisdocéot. Yy R 3S{G @2 dzNJ aAaidSNI 2c
room! What happened to respecting a captin | dzii KHe blinlied tkefladder, easilgaching the
cockpit where Zoe and Wash sat, staring at the blbieid he really beeknocked out that long?

It didn@matter as he approached them, his brows firmly get22 S L | AY G2 (GNHza (G @&2dz
I awful curious as to why you felt thetvasr®2doing my job properlyespeciallyin front of Jayne!
Tha@ 3IAGBAY3I KAY ARSFaHé
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Zoe sighed and stood up from her seat on her huslsxtab.She looked the captain directly in the eyes.
Gb2dG | LY I yy SRsirHawg&r, yyf worresverJKayllde were affecting your ability to
perform the job, so | felt it was better to removetyantil you were able to do SsoINP LIS NI & ® ¢

Malnoddedd ! Yy R ¢ KI G |Loy2ldiill YO2yiiSSKGI SR dza G £t @SGK¢é
Wash rotated his chaid b 2 (i Bh&/phoably bzi @ A GK OdzaG2YSNAR aAGAf € ©¢

6Sowe havethesto®d & AyS y2yS 2F (KS dzidzrf R2dz0f S ONRA&AY:
to sound authoritative.

Asmall smile creased Z8dipsdt  O1 SR YR gl AGAy3 AiteraBonemNBer]l ISR 2 F
features darkened, her eyebrows pressed togetllew A 3K F FGSNJ @82dz 6SNBE ({y2018S
by another shipWe couldpick up what make it was, but we Id#im, thanks to the glitch Kaylee set

dzLJ®d €

&Proctold Y Sy Ké
ddonrd NB O 2y &2 dé

Mechanic&beeps interrupted them, Wash checking the pamh#s.glanced back his wife and the captain.
GCKANBY AyO2YAy3d 41 @3S FTNRY | yMabaydizBeSopkedaf dadhR & KA LJIT €
other, silent.

Fnally, Malturned awayd { SYR A0 G KNRdzZAK®dE
Walsh dd nothing for a moment, hesitatinginally, he pressed several buttons, the screen flashing on.

Nihadd ¢ Y@ bidghtS/Gice greeted thender smile was wide, her face up close to the scrédin.
worry Mal had now dissolved; Kaylee was the type ofigid couldr hide her emotions even if she
tried, and by the looks of things, she was in no danger.

Mal exhaled, rubbing the back of his ne@k/u de maKayleeMy hair is a shade grayer on account of
you.Are you okay®id they hurt yotg

Kayleelaughed.a @ shiny, Ca@. No, they did2get me.l-€ { KS LJ dz&GSLR 3K AGRK A2yy] Aly 3&dK A L
they missed meThe owne real swellHe@ f S G A y 3 YReachirploféscreea, KayNdpHléd
at something, or rather, someoné. male voice protgted, only to be encouraged by the mechanic.

With a tug, Kaylee pulled a man into sighe was young, perhaps a bit younger than himself, Mal
deducedHe smiled nervously at the crew, waving weally. S1t@ 2 @SNE yAO0OS G2 YSSiG @

Mal nodded.G @ Malcolm Reynolds, captain S&renityl car2be more grateful that yo@e looking
FFAGSNI EAGGES YIetSSE YAalSNXKE

®KS 52002NZ¢ GKS YIy yasSNBRO
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B2002N gK2KE

Oh,dod IS KAY Ayid2 GKIFIGZ¢é Ybhef88aKY sEyNSRII SRS a BF R
making suresveryon@ shinyYall getme & OF NBE R ® ¢

For a moment, Mal stood there, confused before catching on to what Kaylee hadisai® a Theé S & H
crew?They@ all fingsofretnota @ 2yt & O2yOSNY ¢l & | 02dzi @& 2 dzdé

GAww, xie xie Caf. Say, do you think we can meet S 0SSy &SI NYyAy3 G2 asSS Y

d don@know, Kayleeld prefer if you stayed in oré

PR

6Really, Captain Reynold€git y2 GNRdzof SZ¢ WGREKIG2 i 2NISSY F$NBE SR SIRC
as sooras she snuck aboard, she started fixing my didbe happy to bring her over to meet up with
82dzT AU ¢2dd R 0SS (GKS tSlad L O2dzZ R R2 F2NJ KSNJ | a

Biting his lower lip, Mal thought to himselfle knew nothing of the man who had taken Kaydbeard
and wanted him nowhere near their business dealifgbat if he was an agent for the Alliandefal
had his share of their disturbances.

AdWedl be hitting soil on Kiyomét® about two day@ime from Beaumonded 2 ¢S Qf t Y2ald € A1 S
by morring, but if you ca®@make itintime, w@& f &G A O] | NB dzy RHeWas Ndsitarz alzZ ¢ KS 2
this, but would feel better with Kaylee aboaiéithe Doctor decided on double crossing them, it could

be taken care of at another time.

6Oh, do®@worry. We® f 0SS GKSNBX¢ (GKS 5200G2N) NBLX ASRET IANAYYA
Mal noddedd ! f f | aNfresiftaiydu taking care of Kaylee, Docjo6 S & 2dz ( KSy ®¢
Both Kaylee and the Doctor waved, continuing even as Wash ended the transmission.
ke
The Doctor sighed, backing awlgm the screend 2 S  SeemKiyadES y A OS Sy 2dzZaK LJIA

Kaylee giggled, closing the panel of the console with her fdét. S @pirktygs; wede legitimate
criminals.Dor@take nothingwe aii KA NBR (2 NROX¢ aKSelfNBodziiSRZ @SNJ

d 2 Y T 2 NIheATyna toéd crossed his arms, leaning his back against the catisateind thought
over the ship Kaylee was responsible ®erenityd C A NB T f &The® werelbdauts, WekedId (i K S & K ¢

Kaylee immediately beamed at the mentiontwdr ship.d h K = @eiimiiré than that, especiallgerenity
L ¢62N]J SR 2y f20a 2F aKALBA ¢AGK Y& LI I y$Shedzy Of Sax
paused, staring back at the bronze interior of the TARDPSSf £ = &2 dzZNE Ndzya I+ Of 2aS$S

The Doctor raised his eyebrow at her.{ SO KBK ¢! w5 L{ Aa aSO2yR (2 y2 20K
rubbing his nose with his hand.
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The mechanic scoffed at him, walking away from the congolg.2 d®sderk nfy baby in actioishel
outrun the Allianceand Re@dSNE Y2NB (GAYSa (GKFy @&2dz Oy O2dzyd 2y

6Childa LI Fe@xX¢é (GKS 5200G2N) NBLX ASRXZ NYzefikeythis, KAa KIFyR |
bantering about shipsAs much as he enjoyed 2&entury humans, they had a long way to go

technology wée, and he missed having a good discussion about ships and all their funitibrié.S

TARDIS is like no humarK A LJ® ¢

b20KAYy3 &2dz Oty ale gAft agleée YS 20KSNggaaelme aKS
a mischievous smil&or a girl annocent in appearance as she was, she was much craftier than she let
on.

z

Placing both hands on the console, the Doctor smirked. K & A F L (2f R @2dz GKFG G°F
growrK €

A say you werspouting liesTha®@ a2 YSGKAYy 3 | OKAfR ¢2dzf R O2YS dzLJ

Sanding up straight, the Doctor approached Kayled. (i 2 f R &®fiejand & hoil This TARRIF
was grown many, many years ago inaplegT I NJ TNRY KSNBzZ¢ KS (G2fR KSNJ A
standing face to face with her.

Kaylee gave a weakackle, studying the coral beams around hief{y KA & INBY Yy > ¢ 61 & KSNJ
response.

GThiswas, and hundreds of others like @rown and cultivated, it does things th@erenitycan only
dream2 T & ¢

ke KS OFy (NI @St (2 2GKSNJ 62NI Ra oé

GTheTARDISam travel to other worlds in othedimensionsAndtha® 2dza i G KS (Thed 2F (G KS
Doctor leaned down, his face a breath away fromhér§. KS OF y (NI} @St Ay GAYSodé

Kaylee stepped away, running her hand through her Raiy. @edibbing! That aif possible; its science
fiction go sab €

The Doctor stepped backward.w S H{fGAeXKy OS  THe tiindd Argukd aSdkd&shed for the
console, twisting knobs and flicking on switchied. &tést that.Kiyome, two days fromnow® 2 y S @ ¢

Kaylee stoodnotionless for a moment, staring at the Dodback Clenching her fists, she walked over
to him. She watched as he punched in several coordinates before he looked up toWwe®. I R & K £

GFornothingd® S 3ISNI & FYyGAOALI GAYy3A Aldé

His hearts pounding, thed&tor yanked the large switch on the sidée column began pounding up
and down, its distinctive cry screechirdaylee yelped, jumping away from the consélewever, her
eyes never left the long central column, its blue glow illuminating her deligltesl Every ship was
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different, and the Doctd® was no exceptiori.he howl of the TARDIS wa&Hnightening or anything
bad.To Kaylee, it was better than the finest musical composition in aMbese.

Suddenly, the control room began to shake, the saittached to the console springing otlihe Doctor
groaned, running to the other sidé.b 2 & G KIA a0 IFy3 FoAlyNS t & 1 SSLJ dzld g A G K &2

@ KFd ySSRa (2 0S R2ySKé YIe&ftSS RSYFYRSRX KSNJ KIyR
balance.

The Doctorlooked around the columni ¢ K@ al&/er near you.installed it for just this sort dhing.
YSSLI ONI y1AY3I Al 6KAfAd K2f RAy3 dad GKIG INBSY a6A

Nodding, Kaylee immediately put herself to work, grabbing the lever despite its gold leaf chipping off
onto her hand, and began cranking the gdder spare hand pushed the nearby lime green switch which
dwarfed her small palnThe TARDIS continued to shake violently, knocking the Doctor off balance
several timesKaylee gasped when he fell to the floor,wtd be hushed by him as he pulled himself up.
The shaking dulled, though the ship began swaying.

The two grinned ateachothetb 2 i 6 RX aAda CNRSZX¢é¢ GKS 5200G2NJ OF ff
She continued to crankthelevesl L Yy 26X¢é &aKS &l AR agSSifteo

uddenly, the vibratiorand tilting stopped at oncélhe Doctor and Kaylee held to the console tightly,
afraid of anymore sudden movementstook a moment for either of them to realize the silence
consuming the room, the hum of the engine abséritey looked up at the column ahce; it was no
longer moving back and forth, its glow softened to the point of blinking out.

BG2002NK HARKAYI 2yKE YIFI@ESS &aljdzsSF{SRZ adFNAYy3 i (K
The Time Lord gulped silentlgt. L @& ndt-€

Aripple went through the control room, but not from the machinefyloudbongreverberated
throughout the room, followed by an identical ort€aylee swore they sounded like the church bells
back home that concluded mass every Sun&he flinched everyrtie it rang, clutching the console.

R A -

KS Of2A40SNJ 6StfftKé ¢KS 52002KBAVAdKESNBRYAFIKATASEK

He circled the console, reaching where he marked in the coordinblisseyes widened and he observed
it closer.d 2 @e std.lJLISR ® ¢

Kaylee noddeda L 3SG GKI G ¢

b2 y23I¢é& (KS 5k G¢2! Ng SN LI KAF SAR done@: till @ $oyr fimepgfiod; R S G 2 dzN.
your galaxy, but something stopped us several hours before our destination at Kiyome, something so
great, itsoundedk S Of 2 A A GSNJ 0Sft t d¢
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Pulling herself up, Kaylee looked from behind the Doctor at the coordindtesy were meaningless to
KSNE o0dzi AF GKS ®2 00 DNI24ladl SNWNE DSEX KE2 KIKBE | a1 SR®

Grhe TARD{Bmergency systenif anything seriousiswrong,fitSia YS (y2 6 oé
Kaylee nodded, understanding.2 KI & O2dzZ R 1y201 GKS ¢! ws5L{ 2FF O2dz

The Doctor looked up from the console, sighidgv dzA 4 S | o0 BG I 6@ didz2f fREE KSNIY dz
stroking heronced . dzi y2 2y S Ay (iHaveshe tBchnol8gy tol§oNFat2nigt fod daige dzf R
I g KAE Soe

Afaint crackling sound arose from under the rings of the Géley turned to the screen where the
white snow fluttered on the screeNarious clips of sound bled through briefly, barely making sense.
Annoyed, the Doctor pounded his fist against the top of the screen.

Crew member¥2 ¥ (G(KS al N] L ¢@LJS nn ¢¢ /FLladzZ SX AT &2dz ¢
5SIGK Aada 20KSNp¥AaS AySgAaidlofSzé || RS $tkoonbdsaa @2A0S

Kaylee felt her stomach tighten, clenching her figts5 2 OG 2 NE A & GKI @

Gy tf dz@A | Yy T ¢ TKeSDodtoy sieppedNad& drom the console, nearing the path to the door.

 SSya 6S KI @S y2 OK2AOS®E

Kaylee stood perfectly still, staring backthe Doctor.She said nothing, swallowing dryly.

oKayleeg

d dom@wannagelcard 3JI2dé¢ { KS &aAK221 KSNJI KSFRIZI GdzNYyAy3a gl &

avy | @ f TBeSDbétor extended his hand; all smiles and bright eyes were gone, several aging lines
stretched across his foreheademotioned her overdt £ S a8 S d¢

She stared at his hand for what seemed like hottaylee was frightened, too frightened to even cry.

However, she raised her shaking hand, placing it in his large phakrDoctor tightened his hand around

hers, giving a humdgss smile.

wSlIFRe GKSYS@OSNI &82dz I NBZ£ YI &3$heBas suielthat She Would SNJ Sy G A N
literally fall apart before they even left the ship.

He nodded, leading her along from the console and down the walkWag .Doctor never turned
around, watching Kaylee very carefufip 2 2 R @ ¢
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Chapter 6

The door of the TARDIS was barely open before the Doctor and Kaylee were pull8evaral Kluvians
stood there, their hoods pulled back and their flat faces uncoverad.aliens kept their eyem the
wooden blue box, throwing the two passengers to the floor as they approached the TARDIS.
Immediately, the door swung shut, the clicks of the lock twisfirige shortest of the Kluvians, who still
towered over the Doctor, attempted to open It.barely budged.

The Kluvians narrowed their eyes atthe Docto? K| & A& GKS YSIyAy3a 2F (GKA&aKE

He shruggedd { KS @R2E8AYS 6SAy3a 62a84SR | NP dzy RiEeKlukaBs SELX | Ay
ignored him, unsatisfied with his reasdfhe Doctor looked ovdp Kaylee sitting motionless next to
him, her attention concentrated on the Kluvians that loomed over the TARDIR: dz | f NA 3 K GKé

Kaylee®@ lower lip quivered, her entire body shakifgnally, the Doctd® question processed, shaking
her head and turningo him.& 2 K I (0 MBXEF { KS 6S3IALys G222 FNAIKGSYSR

4 tASyazé KS adGFrGSRTZ ONAy3IAy3d | & ({Ho&SRabhghi& SR G KSA N
eyebrows, the Doctor faced Kayléeh RHis is your first time seeingetis, isd A (i K ¢

Before she could respond, two of the Kluvians pulled the Doctor and Kaylee up and onto their feet.
Gaz2@SH¢ hyS 2F GKSY 2 NREeNSagdgered,esDioctoy qaickly regaviingtha N | NR
composureHe grabbed Kayl& arm, helpig her keep her balance, before they began walking forward.

The Kluvians followed closely behind, their guns pointed towards their backs.

Kaylee kept her head lowered, frightene@ccasionally, st@ glance up through her eyelashes; the
ship@ corridors wee wide, illuminated by the orange tubes set in the walldoud churning sound

echoed from the shi@ engineShe had no idea what their technology was like, but Kaylee knew this: it
was not being properly cared for.

OyIAYyS 628aKé ¢ Kadds B BisphRahytesshil&lReelingdigint of pride; she
couldr@help but revel in being righBut she also noticed something el¢eKS 52 O 2NJ aSSYSR |
calm.Any anxiety or worry that she saw before was a distant memory.

MNoneofyourcol8 Ny Hé ¢ KS odzZ (ASald Ay T2NYIRGBKeeNE ydzRIAY I |
upgrading the systemS&everal new parts were installgd.K 2 dzf R 62 NJ] avYz22GdKte&e Ay |
Kayle® smile faded as she listened once again; new or not, someoné@madrthemin correctly.

The Doctor recovered gracefully, continuing to walk side by side with KayleeA 3 K (NBw, Wifers K i &
are you exactly takingus? ASSYSR (2 KIFI@S YA&aaSR GKFG LI NI oé

The Kluvian grunted, clinging onto his laser gun as he pressed forfvar® dz ¢ SNBE y J@&NI Ay T 2 |
Aa y2 yYySSRo¢
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b2 YSSRKE ¢KS 520iG2N SEOf I A YSRZ dardeeleenbshaviny KA & KS
like good childrenl car2see why youwould@ ¢+ y i G2 (St f dza ®¢

dtwond Y I GG SNIE

dif it really does@matter that much, then why nottellus? S OFy 1 SSL) aSONS G &> NX3IK
jabbed Kaylee gently with his elbow, winkik@ylee glared at him, horrifietbefore looking away.

Before he could answer, another young Kluvian leaned over to the largest ongenihiginto his
pointed ear.The elder Kluvian nodded, stepping away from the youngé@ne.l LJG F Ay %dzF G+ NJ A &
YSSG GKS ONBg 2F GKS alN] L ¢@8LS nn ¢¢ /| LladzZ Saé

6Ooh,wedllS 3IdzSadaHé (GKS ¢AYS [ 2NR Sdfeztsedoivigey KAia F2A0
grinningd , 2dz 380 (2 YsSBB GG RRNBSEOABNEDKE

Kaylee looked up, staring at him with wide ey8towly, she glanced back, catching sight of #te f
nosed, bright red Kluvians.

7

GExciting@Ain@you scared? mean, the@ aliens; whak ¥ G KS& 41 yyl SELISNAYSyd 2
She whispered, shuddering.

The Doctor snorted as they walked around the bend in the hall, hiding his amuseménK S Y f dz@A I y & K
They@e lucky enough to be able to fly this ship, let alone conduct secretivatsicieesearchWe@e
j dzA (i S Hedphu®e, thinking over hiswords2 St f = FNRY GKFGX Fd €SIFadoé

The corridor ended, expanding into a large, hexagon robhe windows of the vessel covered three
walls completely, allowing them to view the vast, blapkee around themUnder the windows was a
long row of machines, manned only by two Kluvid€asylee swore that they were more cluttered with
parts than the TARDIS.

éCaptain, these two were the onlyonds2 | NR G KS ¢ ¢/ | LJ& dzinfoRintedlih oSt & K 2 NJi S
the large windows stood a figure, its arms crossed a®dick facing thenThe figure was@@wearing

the same green cloaks as the rest; he wore a camouflage gneagiand blackhakama long black

shoulder pads stretching acrogsblack hood was wrapped around his head, but Kaylee could see the

horns peak out from his head.

The figure rotated, the Kluvian now staring at theidis face wasfiround like the others; it was thin, his
jaw line prominentHeleered, several teeth missing

K23 82dz (62 6SNB (KS 2ySa ¢K2 oNR1S Ye FrtasS ardy

Kaylee turned to the Doctor, confusedihe Doctor smiled, laughing with only a hint of nervousness.
& Wdza (@n thePdrtor, and this is my new friendayleeCF y 08 YSSGAyYy3a @2dz Ay GKAaA
He pausedd ! Yy R OSvy (i dzZNB ®¢
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G supposether® y2 KARAY3 A0 Ada GKSNBKE ¢KS Y dwAly OKdz
approaching them slowlyx@ Captain Zuftar. hope yo@ find my K A LJ O 2 Y Tzaftdspokef S ® ¢

politely, his hands behind his back; it unsettled Kaylee, the hair on the back of her neck standieg up.
couldr®be trusted.

G 2dz AYGSNFSNBR gAGK GKS ¢! w55L{ ¢6KAfS aKBe gl a (NI ¢
studied the rooma ¢ KA & & KA LJ A & QifP W& been gefirs sind@leiduriteded fRised & Y
signalsTheyee illegal, are@they? And grapplers™ | recall, in the thirtythird century, only military

vessels were equipped with thenfeson commercial vessels such as the Model MMG882 K S (i 2 21
alookF N2dzy R GKS NR2Y ilRgad& | AL AYyS>S aliKSeQNB

dYoue only upsetting yourself, Docter

Gyt dz@Alya INB 'y dzyRSNRS@St 2LISR N OKGHe 2RSS 52O R W
spaceships after the third invasion of Veluitho gave you that technologyfbu most certainly did not
FAIAZNE (GKFG 2dzi 2y @2dzNJ 246y ¢

Zuftar®@ expression remained subdued, his jaw firmly getv S f f @ = 5 Ptiinék ReNa¥en & v & dzf (G & K
good host sF | Nafsighedd 2 2 dzf R @2 dz f A1 S { &olog\Bo8ld = dzppy W Y S NP 2
82dz YR &2dzNJ TNRASYR®E

The tallest Kluvian grunted, setting his large hands on the Doctor and Kaglemulder and pulling them
backwardsHe pointed his gun toward thenthey didr@®need to be told twice to start walking-he
group of Kluvians began following.

@KS NBad 2F e2dz adrFre KSNBT 2yfeé D2f23 FyR L gAff
crew. The Doctor and Kaylee walked through the familiar dalka\ray again, Goldg gun poking into

the middle of the Doctd® backKaylee glanced to her side as they passed the TARDIS, little evidence of

the Kluviangattempt to pry it open showing.

As they walked, the end of the vessel came into view, a rounélindeor sealing it shuZuftar slipped
past the Doctor and KayleShe shivered; she never felt him near Hée. pulled the heavy door open,
light spillirg out into the bleak corridor.

Turning around, Zuftar grinnedt 2 2 dzf R @ 2 dz f A {YBu cih®ell n@tBal yp@eh@ O (i 2 NK
OdzNR 2 dz& v ¢

The captain was@wrong.The Doctor leaned closer, peeping insides mouth hung open as he walked

into the room, pushing the door out of his wafraid of falling behind, Kaylee followed him insidiae

loud churning and whirling sounds were crisp and clear as she found herself facing the &ngae.

huge, its sheer mass could fill up the engine roorSerfenity but big ships needed big engines.
AYyGiGSNBaldAy3aIz¢eé GKS 52002 Néngre. yukak Wk & RSside wattRiighilmy 3 | £ 2

4

carefully as he lifted a stray part with his fingers, his eyes glancingiatit. 8 SS Yl yeé 2F (KS&S
a0 gSy3aSRbé
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Git@ difficult getting everything you nee@ompromises must be madéou should knowth G = 52 O 2 NXP ¢

WAIKGE NARAIKGZE KS Ydzi i S NBdethirfg bréthe dtler eddiohtheTedgindd SNB 2 Y
caught the Docta® eye and he immediately dodged fortte stopped short, and Kaylee attempted to

try to discern what exactly he was camned with: these parts of the engine were not brightly colored,

but they were much newer than everything else, shaped in twisted prisms and other odd shapes.

The Doctof breaths became heavy as he turned toward Zufds.face was pale, drained of calor

42 KSNBE RAR 82dz 3Sd (GKSaSKé¢ 1S ty2ald 6KAALISNBR:I f
Zuftar advanced behind himslowlg., 2dz {y26X L 61 & adeidthGRarthatz FAYR @z
matter. | was sure your kind had died off in that nasty vihen we found youship, | was pleasantly

AdzNLINR ASRT SOSNE 2y0S Ay IgKAESY L Sye2eé o0SAy3a LN
Tilting his head back, the Doctor sighéd, 2 dz@ahdwryny questionyheredid you gethesek ¢ | S

asked, his voice shaky, never looking back at him.

d told you bebre, Doctor; we must scavenge for parts in order to sun@@netimes, you must make
do with what you have, mostly nothing at @lut, every once in awhile, y@licome across something
special Mine was out near the Jasmine Cluster; it was surprisicajly+é

A remember that battle; it was the beginning of the eaid

AdWe were only passing through when we found all these floating p@nsy were perfectly usable, so
wedidjustthat, 2dz ¢ AYS [ 2NRa YIRS @2dz2NESt T duilpghaiafyatT 2 NJ & 2°
the engine.

Kaylee moved closer to the Doctor, ignoring G&daeavy footsteps behind heFhe Kluvians no longer
frightened hera 2 K G I NB @& 2 @ocidbd; viha@hgyimh o2ok2ldial K- NB ¢ AYS [ 2 NRaK
began rattling over, staringt the back of the Doct@® head.

HeB@F ¢AYS [2NRIé %dFGF N I vaAFSNBRBYIFINEFTA YT LI yBRS ¢
Ky ®82dz 2NJ LS gAGK y2 K2YS G2 32 o601 G20

GFuhnpE ¢ AKES AQE AN £ 22148 €A1S | JvbMans, fwo lEgdr¥owyEs v 2 (I & 2

GyolB 0SS AdzZNLINAASR K2g¢g Ylye aSia cor2 i gl2f K SY tKdzax £y & K
stupid as you presume we are, DoctBome of us are capable of great things, myself includédr all,

I managed to instahll the TT Capsuletime traveling accessibilities to my own sivpnd you, it took

YS ljdzA0S a2YS GAYSE o0dzi L RAR AG®¢

Fnally, the Doctor turned around:he color in his face had returned; red flushed across his cheeks and
down his neckda , 2 dz M shifs$Rleaill soldiers and looted their technoldigye time vortex is
ISGaGAY3 62NBS 6AGK SFOK LI &daiAy3d Y2YSyds FyR @&2dzNJ
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Kaylee placed her hand on the Doc®shoulder, squeezing it as he had when she refused te lgwy
TARDISI 5 2 €Kié2 NJ

ZdzF GF NJ Ay G SNNHzZLJWGI SR KSNE aL KE @S L& OSR GKS gl & TF2NJ

0By using Time Lord technology for your own purpoéelsnirable.Youe a gleaming example of your
primordial peopleThey arenothingcomparedtovK I & G KS ¢AYS [ 2NRa 4SNB b

GThat is the key word, Doctowere And with that, | say good riddance to the Time Lords!
Condescending buggers who thought they knew what was best for the unividreg!knew nothing but
how to start trouble We®e all better of g A 1 K2 dzi GKSY®E

Asharp, buzzing sound interrupted thedn./ | LJ{ I @& yeBded®aftie helmVeQe found the Firefly
Of aa &KALIZE¢ (KaBee pagped dad@any heSniBRechRdd®Imost forgotten about
Serenity something she never befowould@e believed that she would actually do.

Zuftar sighed, stepping away frohrerand the Doctord . dza Ay Saa G2 Gl 1S OFNB 27F3¢
grinning slightly at Kaylee; her shock had not gone unnoticed.

Kaylee scoffed, looking up at the blisterirggralien.d . dza AY6baa@get no business witlSerenityd ¢

oOn the cantrary; that ship has causexh awful amount of trouble for mel@n very serious about
business matters, and | dfike being sidetracked:hey have my stone; | intend on retrievikgi @ §
Zuftar turned to move, his muscular back facing them.

GYouK I @S y2 odzaAiySaa gA0GK GKS w2aSadl {lGzZns@asé GKS 5
enough to halt the captaind , @eddever, | wodeny you thatAs a clever man, you knae effect

this can cause on histonjrchibald Mathers is one of the most important people in human history.

2515, he discovered the Maps of New Luxditee years later, he came into possession effosetta

Sone, which made their translation pogée. He funded the mission that discovered the

ColoniesLeft-Behind.

dln 2532, Earth was foun@hese are the beginnings of the Human Empirspreads out so far and
becomes so powerful, the rest of the universe is dependent updgvirything, all ofttis, set off
because of the Rosettadde; if you take the stone away before its due time, the consequences on
history areoutstanding Those maps in your computer$fey®e the Maps of New Luxor, still used to
thisday/ 'y @2dz NBFftte& OGF1S GKFO NRA]KE

Zuftar stood quietly A moment of silence elapsed when he finishiédylee looked desperately at Zuftar
and the Doctor, neither of them making any sudden movemesite glanced to Golog; he stood there,

his shoulders slumped as he held his gun; he had noemt of what was happening, nor the magnitude
of the situation.

The captain cleared his throat., 2 dzZNJ O2 YLX A YSy ( & IQeBarefulydednski@edl § SRE 5 2
how history can be twisted by one solitary actiti® taken me nearly two years searoifor this
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stone, so i@ quite a lot of thinking®e done.And so, ®e come to the conclusion that no matter what,
Itn still taking it A Peloppian warlord is offering a reward to whoever brings it to fiine money would
allow me to finally rise abouthis lowly existencelt@ what Re been waiting forl hope you

dzy’ R S NAHEe ImgvBd®divard the exit.

MNy2> a02LHe ¢KS 52002 Mis svéltdzipdy BiNdoRHe lafgelayidok Golbg, T 2 NB I NR
halting him.He struggled against the huge alién5 2 & 2 dz NX I@d dbihg3Thesprodréss of thedz

universe will be completely set back because of gréemtlallyou know, stealing the Rosettao8e in

this period could alter the history of the Peloppiafmbere would be no one to offer you any neynfor

this.| + @S @2dz S@PSy G(K2dzAKGI GKAA (KNRJIZAKKE

Zuftar looked oer his shoulderd ¢ K S w @rie §ds bden a{valued object for centuries.

Unfortunately, this was the only window in history that | could successfully procu#e the Peloppian
warlordwon®@be around; | assure you there are others willing to pay a hefty sum for this, no matter

gK2 GKSe YlIé& 06S83x¢é¢ KS SELX | Ay S RtWaskevident e He Ol lodSy |y
thought out his reasoning.

The Doctor had long ceased striigg with Golog, and was now catching his breath. Yy R g K G 2 F (K
Kluvians? our people only thrive in markets where humans are dominéaur own birth could be

altered; in fact, you might never be bor8lrely yo@e thought of thisPlease, thisadbl y 6 S | @2 A RSR
he pleaded desperately, his entire body leaning against @#hrgn.

éCaptain, WIB | gl AGAYy 3 FdZNIKSNI 2NRSNEZE GKS AyGaSND2Y |y

Walking over to the wall, Zuftar pressed his gloved finger against the speaker biufidoe there in a

moment;dord f 24S AAIKG 2F GKS CANBTF( & Hehodkedback &the O2 YY I
Doctor and Kaylee, several wrinkles creased in his forelte@mat peace with my decision, Doctd@n

sorry about your beloved Firefly shin, A & &  YZuféaf ofe®eab ¢he door, walking into the corridor.

Saring at the floor, the Doctor felt his body shivefe looked toward Gologt ¢ 1S YS GR GKS 06N
wondd KIF NY &2dzNJ OF LJil Ay X oHelyellaw eyeS Sdrechiikaat himlfof gimogt A (1 K K A
a minute.With a swing, Goldg arm fell to his side, allowing the Dodbody to collapse onto the

metal floor.Gathering himselfip, he leapt umand ran after Zuftar, Golog not far behind as his heavy

footsteps shook the room.

Wak 1 520G2NHE YIeftSS OFffSR>Y FAShRdoedover®onil St ¥ | f 2
engine, loudbangsbouncing around internallyit was the same sounds she heard earlgiting her

bottom lip, she drew near it, curiosity once again gejtthe better of herHer hands grazed the

exposed parts of the engine; those particular parts were from her own time period, she recognized.

Many were brand new, but old compared to what was installed in the engine.

Never thought @ be saying thatshe tlought to herself, raising herself on her tiptod$ie whole time
travel thing was overwhelming, but unlike Golog, she attempted &rdthe most part succeeded in
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understanding the Doctor and Zufarconversationlt was all very foreign and strange her; Wash had
once shown her some old science fiction comics, which became the extent of her knowledge.

Tap.

Tamadul ¢ Yl @t SS OdzZNESRIX 3INRLILIAY3I ¢ RBHe bad belerscarefyf OS LI NI
the rusted flakes that chipped off were staigiher handsGroaning, she thought of the mess that a
broken grav dampener would cause, what with the ship being unable to turn in different directions

Awicked thought came into Kayl@mind.She immediately felt bad for it; she was a mechanic and
respected all shipsHowever, she couldRhelp but think of the spectacle at Procf®ibuilding, the three
Kluvian pirates shooting &erenity® crew.Chills went up her spine as she remembered being scared
and the Doctor comforting heBut what stuck in hehead vas the Doctor, heartbroken ardksperately
begging an indifferenZuftar. The Kulvians had no respect for anyone else.

Dropping the piece in her hand, Kaylee placed both of her hands on the grav dampigyiéening her
grip, she yanked the partdm the engine successfullyhe engine roared, clinking even loud8taring
at the grav dampener, a mischievous grin tugged at K&lge

~F ik k kL

Zuftar walked into the cockpit, his arms behind hisbaclC A NB ¥t & &GAff Ay icekINPEAYAQ
booming throughout the room.

4 88x¢ 2yS 27T (K82 Gfkexgng hsylciv a Qréfilg asiposMiieRtidey@e moving
out faster than we can keep up.NJ LILJ SNE>X GKSYyKE

@ 1FAGHE %dzFll NI KIR 2LISY SR KA & vocalhsdrout, hig lan®yZiguel Yy R 6 K S
running into the roomGolog pounced behind him, breathing heavilpe Doctor came up to Zuftar,
wiping his forehead with hiswrish GG y 234G G22 f1 4GS G2 NBO2yaiRSNIE

Zuftar immediately turned away, looking out the windows, @edz man who does@bknow when to
give up, Doctorl came to this time with one purpose: get the Roséliane. Iword f S+ @S dzy G A€ (|

The Doctor stared at him, his hand brushing his wild Kdihat@ all you have to say for yourse¥@u
cam2 0SS | YlIy 2F 1y2¢ft SR3 §&steppdriibackveani LR 23 dyl A RKAASY B 24dk i
Y2UKAY3 o0dzi I LANIGSzZ¢ KS I 0ly26ftSRISROD

z A

The captain had made no indication of his thoughts, continuing to ignore the Timed ¢r& i 2 FF (K
grapplers; Iwo@ha@S G KSY af A LILJA Yy 3 [TgelDactot féltlhid héarts sink & the NRS NS R @
Kluvians pushed up several switches and pulled a lever biackelt his leg jitter, anticipation eating at

his nerves.

Nothing happened.
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G ft22Re KStf ¢ Orép&ating thalzetbilimgtiondaaiythiBgh&aiied the same.
Frustrated, he began pounding the machines with his fist, denting the exterior.

4 2y ONRE @2dzNBSt THé %dzF i lARIKA Goingian® B LI QL Ay IA Ot g A SNB b ¢

The Kluvian groard staring miserably at the control§.D NJ- LILJX @S N&2 MINBy3I> aANEé KS
grinding his teeth together.

Pushing the fat Kluvian aside, Zuftar attempted to helm the grapplers hinkéelfiad as much success

as his crew membe#Zuftar stood ugstraight.a L Folfb6 Idwvant a diagnosis of the grappl@tatus.in

the meantime, we take the Firefly by going in head\We didriRalways have grapplers, so | hope at

leastone2 ¥ dz& NBYSYOSNE K2¢g (2 LINPLISNI@& o021 NR | &KA LD

Another Kluvian pusheche vessel forward, the increased speed shaking the balance of those in the
room. Suddenly, the ship came to a stop, throwing everyone to the flooftar sat up, his cheeks
flushing a darker shade ofred.2 KI i A& GKS YSI yAyshandngupli KA&aKé KS RSY

The other Kluvian pulled himself up, stuttering to himsaHLwas trtrying to change course to
p-p-properly board the stship, but, butwe cad S @Sy o6 dzZRISHE

Josing his eyes, Zuftar sighed, quietly assessing the situat®turned to tke other Kluviana . NRA y' 3 dza
close enough to the ship as possitlcewaB Ay Of 284S LINPEA YXiit&rs &Sy R 2 dz
grabbed onto a speaker, holding it close to hismodth. 2 F NR (0 KS akKdzidf SaT gl A

Dropping the piece, Zuftaralked away from the machinery.

GedzFGF NE LI SIFaS NBO2yaiRSNE ¢ Anndy&, ZftaCatietnpidd Iorstepdzi SR ¥
around the Time Lord, the Doctor following his every step. St G KA & Y2 YBwgrdlareA y KA ad2
other periodsinhi@ NB 6 KSy &2dz OFy Gr18 Al YR y2 208Nttt |

Grabbing the lapels of his jacket, Zuftar lifted the Doctor off his feet, dangling him above thexfloéoK A a
will be the last time | repeat myseltOH Arching his shoulders, the captain easily tabthe Doctor

across the floor like a ragdoll, his gawky body sliding most of the Weyother Kluvian pirates walked
around the Doctor, filing into the corridor.

BUZZ

@ GGSYGA2yS dzyARSYGAFASR &aLI OSONJI T (.Ihe DoctorloBkg® NJ @2 A C
around him, watching the Kluvians stop dead in their tratkessearched for the sh@speakers as the

@2A0S O2ylUAydzSRTI a2 S I NB YauNil BeNihcied and fodmwldéypu NBf S+ a S
cannot provide proper identificaiy > @2dz gAftf 0SS I NNBaAaGSR AYYSRAIGST¢

66Stl & 02l NRAY Qpowdfdrioicd sBautEd histhalzd ciehcNihg a nearby ohhairl y 0 K S
FNGAEESNBET L ¢ Hsbackifécedihe pirktdslas tiieyadattéred B dofiow their orders.
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The Doctor grinned wrylya ¢ KS  LINE LIS NINR dizii K 2 MK G & & BGthigghis he§oKiis Y I &t S S|
heart jumped; Kaylee wafithere. Moving onto his knees, he began recalling when he last saw his nhew
friend. He groaned as he remembered her attempts tothdoim in the engine room; she had never left.

Sanding up, the Doctor swerved around the confused Kluvians running through the covkiien he
finally reached the end, he glanced over his shoulder: no one was paying him any att&m&bbing
the door,the Doctor opened it enough to allow him entrance, slipping through.

His jaw dropped as he shut the door behind himy | € t SSHKé 1S akK2dziSR 6SI 1¢é@
mouth. The smoke was overbearing, filling the roddearby, a small fire had started citiering.The
Doctor walked into the room, squinting as he searcied @ f SSK ¢

Near the engine, he saw something mot@ylee turned around, smiling despite the smears of grease
on her faceShe waved her hand excitedly.

Evenil@ 52002 NH¢ KeKofher@and dn BeRwaistt O =

The Doctor raised his eyebrows, approaching Kaylee. K@ & 2 dz R2 A y 3K £

6hKX @2dz (y26X¢é aKS 0S3IlFys Lz 6fy82ihpefiocligdidlie oA NS 7
shapped, startling her.

Nodding, the Doctor looked dhe engine again; it was a mess, pieces broken off and miss$atighath

no fury like a mechanid L  aGe awgie®ed as mucBome on; the Kluvians have gotten themselves
into a nasty fight with the police and | dhave us in the middle of everythy” Hi@bgrabbed her arm,
pulling her along.

However, Kaylee resisted, staying in her placé. S @ fySI @S &8Siz¢ akKSLadl G§SRT
0St ASPS (K2 a Shepdnted ty tHe other erdl 8f da@engine; the TARDIS parts remained
intact, almost completely untouched.

Swvallowing hard, the Doct@® focus was clearly where she pointed, his brown eyes almost mesmerized
by the site.Still, he refused to release his grip on her, his fingers firmly set around her upperdarm.
coughed once, ignarg the calls the alarms setting off atite calls for more firepower.

oKaylee, | caditake thoseThose once belonged to TARDIS, perhaps more thanAAARIDS that was
operated by my people, my comrades in war; it wo@deel right€

GANnd tha® exaty why it should bgjouskimming8 Y= ¢ &aKS Ay i SNNHzLIi SR 221 Ay
Doctol@ eyesd { 2 @ 2 Wm; tha&d skiry But someone else just like Zuftar and his pirates will loot

this ship and | can guarantee you they@going to be ainformed as he idf they even got an iota of

intelligence, they can figure out how to useAind when they do, their intentions will be wicketoude

the only person, alien,whateveryou are that@ aware of all the responsibilities that come witisth
technology.Caf always says that you c@keep caught up on past losses; just push forward and look

ahead to the next battleNow, Doctoré  { KS LI dza SRI o0dAtifAS/13a K SN 162 GRS LI
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The ship jolted sharply, swaying theifhe Doctoremained silent as the shouts from Kluvians echoed
outside of the engine room, their heavy bodies running through the shipdooked away from Kaylee,
only to glance back at her; he coutdlavoid her stern gazéinally, he loosened his grip, slowly
dropping her arm back to her sidele reached into his inside pocket, tadf out the sonic screwdriver.

GThere® not a lot to carry; | can fit most of them in my pockets Buhéed you to carry any larger

AGSYazé KS o0S3Fys LI I Kangpashikgiharalgnh.y R 2y KSNJ £ 246 SNJ 6
KkefSS t£221SR dzLlJx KSNJ SeESoNRga LWHzAKSR (G23SHKSNI® a,
Gves, well, the@lB 1j dzA (0 S X HKeyfaad onfo2odeiofiiie smaller parésssmall, neon green

cylinder with dark green swirled designs sketchedaimd held tle sonic screwdriver over it for several

secondslt came off easily, and he slipped it into his pocRéte Doctor continued this process quickly,

removing them one by onéde handed off to Kaylee a slightly larger piece, causing her body to dip from

its weight.

The room shook, the other end of the engine sparking once a&aamtled, the Doctor almost ripped the
final part from the engine, tucking the metallic device under his &kfth his free hand, he grabbed
Kayle®, their fingers interlocking.

He sniled. & w A 3 K @llon&y $WeHra slight tug, Kaylee felt herself running with the Doctor, stepping
around the brightly burning fire as electricity cackl&tiey hopped over a small stream of black oil as it
oozed across the floor.

With a pull, theDoctor opened the door, allowing them to run downthe halit KS CANB Tt & Of | 43
opened fire | repeaté ¥ @&¥aice Badmed over the intercorfihe insanity in the corridor only
increased, several of the Kluvians pushing and fighting with onéhanot

The Doctor glanced over his shoulder; Kaylee was beaming, not attempting to hide hertsrfibeind
it infectious, grinningd 2 @ a proud mother hen, aréd ¢ SK ¢

Ripping her hair over her shoulder, Kaylee looked up at the Doctor, her eyes giimthgbleak light.
G ¢ K S@ dndiSedenitydon@  NHzy T NBlowevérdhérsmil€ faleréd a moment latér2 St >
Y2al 2F GKS (AYSZ¢ aKS FRYAUGGSRO®

They stopped near the TARDIS; it had remained undisturbed despite the chaos that surrounded it.
Releagg Kayle® hand, the Doctor balanced the piece of machinery in his arm on his hip as dug into his
pocket.Finally, he produced the bronze Yale Weg.slipped it into the lock, fumbling slightly until he
twisted it open.

The corridor filled with a brighlight, the earsplittingpoomof an explosion sounding ofaylee jumped,
backing closer to the blue box as she glanced over her shodlderDoctor pulled open the TARDIS
door and he pushed Kaylee inside, following her quigxigpping the part ontotie floor, he closed the
door shut, silencing all sounds outside.
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Pausing to catch his breath, the Doctor stared at the door for a mom#ith a long sigh, he walked
toward the console, stepping over the discarded pd@ite cloister bell no longer rangpgaod signStill,
the Doctor began checking the random instruments that were connected, from a thermometer to a
digital dock, reading them to himself.

@KS 201 20SN) GKS ¢! w5L{ KI & 0HeS8héckddihd do@datess S & K2 d
@AYS A& adaAftt asSidT NBIRe (G2 KSIR 2FF3 YleéefSSK¢é
Placing down the heavy device, she approached the console, starindallee rested her hand on the

console, her thumb grazing it slightly before she gripped on®tie glanced at the Doctatr.{ K2 ¢ Y S
whatyourgifd 32 ( ®¢

The Doctor could feel the TARQMSceptance of her challenge, the controls heatingh grinned
wickedly.dt NBLI NB (2 0S5 AOCfAubNG théll&/& She pulled itidowd NiBdShe §ARDIS
roared once again.
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Chapter 7

GR2ts€ewhyyo®B a2 KSaAllyidz {SNBESIyGzZ¢é &FAR [ FLIWGFAY Y
dock ofSerenity A group of five Alliance soldiers, all shorter than their tall captain, stood behind the
officer, the bright light of the Alliance Cruigeouring into the dark salvage ship.

Facing them was Mal, his arms crossed as he glared, his upper lig dtifRaySergeant anymore; just a

member of the average folk, trying to make a livilat living requires me to keep moving and take

jobs wheneve | can come across thenfee been contracted for a mite important job that needs to be
donequicklyl ' yRf Ay3 ff GKSasS t S3al t Adewasisurundetl by2 yt & RS |
Serenity® crew everyone but Kaylee, Inara, Simon, and River; tlo¢hier and sister were currently

tucked away in the nook adjacent to where In@rahuttle was usually attacheBven if the crew hadd

been the ones getting into trouble, they coullnsk the Tam siblings being caught.

Captain Emerson sighed as he steggforward.d L dzy RSNE G yRE aNX» wSeyz2f RaxX ¢
attacked!l@ sure whomever hired you will understand your situatiti@ only proper protocol on the
Allianced  LJI NI @¢

Mal approached himslowlt ! & FI NJ | & LG déstrofediin@dedl t& woiinKolr siick aréumdLJ

Now, n expected on Kiyome very shortly, Captain, and it would not look good for me to show up late.

@f AA3IY SKFIGSHSNI LI LISNI L ySSR T2 N & 2HizNAd aodidds | dzO NI
to waste fightirg the Alliance over something so trivial when the entire job was at stake.

G&YyAe2YS A& 2yt & Ilhavé Babe thar2edmugh tirdedsven if goa aieCh little less than
punctuaké

@KS YIy ¢gK2 KANBR YS Aatdeadingof SWRRWH I KAY & ¥YRSLOKERG
reaffirmed, his voice lowMal studied his surroundings; he was out of earshot from both his crew and
Captain Emersd®.d @ sign whatever youneed metb.f S+ aS> 2dzaid fSi dza 06S 2y 2

Captain Emerson remained silent, lyisung, green eyes studying Mal curiou€yA y I £ f @ = KS &LJ2 1 S
Reynolds, if you are hiding something, | demand that you inform me immediately or | will bring charges
F3FAyad @&2dzpé

dosing his eyes, Mal breathed in deeplfre Rosetta stone was wrappag in a crate that was

concealed in the docking b@yfake wallHe didr2need the Alliance poking their noses around and

finding it.& / | LJ@bdést/bE going, on account of my meetingwith 1 S Of S NBER KA a (KNR
closer to the officeréArchbald Matherg ¢ KS Y dzNYdzZNBRX aS0GGAy3a ol 01 2ydz

Blinking, Captain Emerson remained silent, his lips pattedswallowed, his eyes never leaving the face
of the Serenit@ captaind , @edzerfectly serious, ardd & 2 dzK £
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Mal noddedd ! @eshidl. ySSR (2 0SS 3ISGaGAy3a |f2yTodé

Captain Emerson gave no immediate response; instead, he quietly thought to himself, averting his eyes
from Reynol@® face Finally, he took off his hat and scratched his light browndale. G F 1S Ad KS LI
St 3¢ entes rapAcy his hat atop his head.

@3 6StR GEAVE D

4 dzZK> ¢ 61 & U K SsahstvdrHelsef IisJaw @ Ipladé, Istdppity closertoMab S&A LA GS 6K I
everyone says, Alliance salary@generousIt@ one of their ways to keep youservice for as many

@8SINAR a Ll2aarot So¢

It was all Captain Emerson had to dshal knew exactly what the man was after and could feel himself

clenching histeetht 2 2 dzf R & 2 d3erénit@ fapeiivark@nSBe yodl find it contents
thrilling® Elisstomach tightened as he spoke the words.

Captain Emerson smiled crookedfyl. @2 dz2 R LINBFSNJ (KA & ¢

2S¢ alf O ff $&staptleiSheTréwA they Bad ReelaftoR BuB)rying to decipher
what the two captains were talking abowt.. NJ&A y 3 Sérénity paperwdri from the safe
everything in ib €

If she understood what he meant, she made no indication of it. She only nodded in response, her face
AaK26Ay3 y2 FEAOISNI 2F SY20(A2y > dop salRed difinfiozhe ship, & A NI ¢
leaving the nervous crew behind.

No more than ten minutes later, she returned, carrying a parcel. From a distance it looked to be a large
manila envelope, its edges crinkled and worn from #&geZoe approached Mal he could see the
smaller, white envelope underneath, hidden in his first n@teand.

The first half of Archibald Mathe€®ayment.
She extended the contents to her captaima @ | L2 f 23AS& F2NJ G4l {Ay3 a2 f2y3

éXie xi&  YaRdbtdok hold of the envelopes, allowing Zoer&urn to her place next to her husband.
He adjusted the packets in his hand, careful not to let the little envelope shdwS NB & 2@zAlF NB X /|
of Serenit@® documentsall of itd Ele held them out.

Gripping onto the manila envelope, Mal watched ae torners of Captain Emers@mmouth twitched.
He felt the white envelope pull away; from the corner of his eye he saw it disappear into the &ptain
sleeve.The deal was done.

Sill, Captain Emerson attempted, naturally, to keep up appearar@pening he manila envelope, he
took out several documents, holding them up for scrutikial examined him; the Alliance officer was
no longer paying attention, his eyes moving too fast to be readifiti, he took enough time to convince
both crews of his act.
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dy (G SNBAGAYIE AYRSSRZé 9YSNE2Y &Gl GSR: Fff26Ay3 (K¢
Closing it, he handed it back to Malin Sbrry to trouble you, Mr. Reynoldssee that the paperwork

that needs to be completed c&fit into your timegable. Whatever requires your signatured) be sure

G2 aSyR Al G2 @&2dzé

Turning around, Captain Emerson faced hiscieva Sy ® f 6 $ S R S LEv&bbediest, the2 ¢ ® ¢
soldiers spun around on their heels, waiting as Emerson sauntered past them hsfowarfg him.The
officers grew smaller as they marched down the ramp, back onto the Alliance cruiser.

Mal gave an exasperated sigh, walking over to the@hi@ll and crushing the button under his hand.
Slowly, the dock begantoclose? | & KX 3 Sishaz@ouhfbiigdi KRS 2 NRSNBRX Nz 6
forehead as the ship docking slid shuCrises averted.

~k ek k ko

el X K2g O2dz R @2dzHKé¢ WFeyS 3INRBgf SR F2ff20Ay3 (K
Y A & & Yo Hs facavas red and his thick body was shaking, the shock o@Mations unnerving him.

Fixing his brown coat, Mal looked out into Kiyofeistance, the pale pink and purple daybreak coating
theskylinedvdzA GS Sl aAiafes WHeyST LAK®PYRSR GKS O02Ay 2 @FSNJ

The mercenary groaned, frustrated., 2 dz | Yy 2 ®what KntednYdu kale that Fed the loadll of
it! | didn@realize we was licking thefang piy 2 6 £ ¢ KS &yl LIJISR:E aLAGadAy3a 2y

Mal placed his hands on his belt, basking inthecd®l®i S GKIF G NBff SR | O®R&aa (KS
given him the coin, w@ still be stuck on that piece gb se most likely in handcuff§heyd find Simon
and River and the Stone and @ée looking at some mighty steep sentendgarefully considerinthe
2LJ0A2yas WreySs 68 YIRS 2dzi 322Rzé KS SELIXLFAYSR O

Jayne shook his head, staring at the grouads @ik youR (G dzNy &St f2¢ o0Sftfe 2y d

Down the ramp roared the mule, Zoe sitting at the heltrapped in place on its back was the large

metal crate.She eased the mule to a stop as it approached the two miegh.2 @Espgdesting we

shoulddS G 1 Sy zdeRaSg¥ed Agyidfidg Jayne as he cursed in Chidelsel 61 & GKS f S&aaé
evis.. SaARSazx ¢S aidAtft KFE@S (GKS 20KSNJ LI @YSyiloé

Exactif ¢ al t adl (SRS 620K KS Iy Rspkieup and foBHtudNop.3 2 y G 2
Keep your eyes peeled for Kaylee;@he RdzS G2 YIS Fy LIS NI yOSadé

Zoe held the square walkie talkie near her mouth? | & KBE he@d®igoutto thdNB Yy RST @2 dza L2 Ay
she spoke into it, before bringing it to her ear as she awaited a response.

wdza i OFft AT &2dz ySSR swobesfadingioktS RSPAOS ONY O1f SRZ 2

Revving up the mul@ engine, Zoe drove them away fr@erenity dust puffing out behid them.
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Kaylee pointed to a long, spiral component on the conselé. Yy R g KI i R2S&a GKIFI{d R2KE
of excitement in her voice.

Leaning over to the mechar®@side, the Doctor peered at the objekte grinned like a school bay.¢ K I {

would be the exethermometer.It measures the atmospheric elements of the TARIEEStination and

aSyRa Fftf GKS O2ftf SOGSR Ay T Mddvoved avdyy only ® pankkés St SYSy
another area on the controlgt ¢ KS St SY Sy i I fertdrtheitinaddbkre an@ gidvidtdnald

pull to whatever the ratio is on the passen@ehome planetlt@ @SNE NBf Al 6f SX Yzad 2

Asmall snort escaped from Kaylee; she immediately covered her mébehDoctor eyed her

momentarily before his widemile reappeared and began laughii@ylee joined him, their laughter
bouncing off the coral wall§the TARDIS was no longer shaking and bouncing; the control room was still
and the console humming softlfhe column moved up and down as its regular patg evidence of its
previous problems now gone.

The laughter fadedKaylee looked down briefly before returning her gaze on the Doatér.K I i & S NB
@2dz FAIKGAYT FT2NKE

The Doctor looked upd®® a 2 NNE K¢

déin that war you mentioned before, when we were withdzF i I NE ¢ & KS O2y Ay dzSRX a2
2 K2 RAR @& 2 dzNThedfuestidh ad BednAdatingaround her head for awhile and curiosity
finally got the best of her.

RPN I YIYy ¢6K2 ¢la 1jd20SR Fa aySOSN aHedzgened i dzLJz ¢
mouth to say something, but the words escaped hitartha and Donna had asked him about it before,
but even then, he never knew just what to say.

Gyou know what, Kayled?sin@t importantWars happen all the timeg know.Nothing for youto
G2NNE @2dzNESE T 02dzizé KS adFdSRTE aYAfAy3do

Kaylee was not convinced.

She placed a strand of her hair behind herear. 2 G K €2dz F yR %dzFdF NJ &t AR GKIQ
wiped out. That must bet

¢ KS ¢ semdprs jusRlocate8erenitg ¢ K S | yhtgraudiyigh&rR ¥ & be arriving on
YA@2YS Ay The Dycoivi&iia asd through his hair, purposefully avoiding her gaze.

Pacing her chin on her hands, Kaylee sighed, staring at the console once again.
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The TARDIS began materialgiits distinct roar echoing onto the empty prairies box form flashed,
once, twice, three timeg=inally, it stabilized, the blinking light dawdling its pace.

The door opened and the Doctor walked out, fixing his brown trench ¢Gatlee had suggestéil
insisting that h&@ only fit in if he did saThe mechanic herself followed out a moment later, closing the
TARDISloor behind herLooking out, their eyes were immediately drawn to the Skye sun was just
coming up over the horizon, the purple leetading into a light blue.

Kaylee closed her eyes, smelling the aroma of the dry grass surroundingdheng t 02 YS K2 YSZ ¢ &
said to herself, smiling.

The Doctor pulled his gaze from the sky, turning to Kaydlee.A 3 K = { K Aldompletely@ 2 dzNJ K2 Y S
forgg 0 X¢ 1S YdzZNXY¥dzZNBRX adA0lAy3d KAa KFEYyRa Ay KAa LI2Oj

Opening her eyes, Kaylee felt guilt nip at the pit of her stom&tte crossed her arms, staring at her
boots.a@ sorry | made you uncomfortable befoledidn@@ Y Sy Al dé

Taking in a long breath, thBoctor smiled down athest h ¥ O 2 dzNBBeari2l donBvieéhyfo
act the way | did; | know you meantnohat® 2dzaid X ¢Sff> L GNB (2 LlzaK Al
He paused, turning to stare at the long wild flowers being blown inthelwirb 2 §3 ¥ 2 N] OSNE 2 F

& I naRd Zoe sometimes talk about the Unification wBometimes 832 2 R G KAY3IAT Y2ad 21
mostoftimei@ 2dzad y2 0 dé

The coos of morning doves sounded from the distance, filling the brief silence between $tepping
suddenly, Kaylee turned to take in her surroundirtgeding green grass stretched out across the flat
plains, tiny white flowers and yellow dandelions sprinkled across th&wever, one key object was
missing.

@ KSBFe@nitk ¢ Y I &f S KingfulitieSriRothe méadow.

(s}
L

Twirling around, the Doctor began his own search, standing on the tips of histrainer§t t ¢ KS 0
his mouth agapeHe looked over to Kaylee, her hands on her hips and her hair carried by the gentle

wind gusts as sheaaited an answerHe chuckled nervousi. 5 A R L Y Sy i A 2Gandingid & G KS
2FFKe

Giggling, Kaylee walked overtothe DoctdrC2 NJ | &Y I NI Ff ASy > &2adaNJ yI OA Il i
she reached him, she grabbed his hand, her fingersencitibng ¥ 2 y s L 1y2¢ SEIFIOiGtfé& 4|
Kaylee pulled him along, dragging him through the thick grass and weeds.

Archibald Mathers and his men were already waiting when the mule finally reached the cl&dreng.
new hovercraft gleamed intheteNX & adzyt A IKG | & al (iMaBeiShimseW Sayin f S| yA Y
the ship, his expression unreadable from this distaftewas dressed in a solid black suit, his graying
hair slicked to the side.
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Mal sighed, tightening his grip onto the mule asytthitabumpa [@ 106 S 2y 2dzNJ 6Said o SKI
said, as they drove down the steep hillside. they approached, Mathers stood up from his seat, leaping
out of the hovercraftHis wide smile could be seen now as he smoothed the wrinkles from his jacket.

BaiAy3d (2 | adz2L) %2S oS3y G2 akKdzi R2géy GKS YdzZ S¢
vehicle.As Jayne and Zoe went to work on unloading the crate, loosening the straps, the captain

stepped forwardd a NP al 6 KSNAE X Y& &3y OInRiast Ibldeonld eathata T2 NJ
Mathergsmile was strained and lines marked his foreha&drd of their Alliance encounter had clearly

spread.

The tall grass folded as Archibald walked over it, his hands behind histbacR& quife fine, Cp@.
¢NHziK 0SS (2fRX L ¢61la& KIFIfF SELISOGAYI 8Bpredons2i (2 SO
thought. However, tension and anxiety were still evident in Matlé¥sce.

@S YIFERS I RSIfIYaNPYhy (X BohlE&EMal 208 dedhe carried over the
crate before attempting to place it down carefully.

Archibald? eyes brightened as they caught sight of the creiewever, he quickly turned back to Mal.
GEKSNB 461 a a2YS NBLERZ2NISR (NPRdz f Sdukdtihdzpodiofidbe 62 R
there.{f K2dZf R L 6S O2yOSNYSRKE

The captain shook his head.! 6 & 2 f dzn6tfieBshiyradiadercations with Proctén Alliance
Cruiser found it tailing us and had it destroy¢édK S Y I G G SNJ Kl & 06SSy Lizi G2 NBa

The childlike gin returned to Mathe® face, his relief evident { K Noi@lpresume thdl XK ¢ | S
asked, pointing to the cratdde couldi®Rtake his eyes off of it.

Mal nodded to his two crew members and they unlocked the crate, lifting open théltaplarge, slek
Stone sat there, completely unharmddathers stepped forward, two of his own bodyguards following
him. Any concern he had for his fine clothing was ignored as he kneeled onto the grass and leaned
against the metal cratéde placed his hand against thne@ surface, moving his hand up and down
against it With his thumb, he began tracing the indents, from the ancient Greek to the hieroglyphics.

Archibald glanced up at Mal jubilantly.

~F ok k kL

Kaylee ran across the meadow, several steps in fronhef@octor and drew to a halt in front of a large

rock formation, its jagged edged resemblind)@Looking over her shoulder, she smiléd¢ K & (G KSNB A
Yamashit@ / dzNIBSZ yI YSR | FGSNJ G§KS T A Mithe DEcBocSUgBf @NJ 2 F Y A
with her, she turned back around. Y A &fuil 8f these types of landmarkdnfortunately, tha all

S 3A20Y NRO1& FYR YI OKAySa®dé

Sudying Yamashi@ Curve, the Doctor ran his tongue over his teeth as he concentrated on the earthy
red color of the roclagainst the lightblue skt L G NBF f f @ A& 0 SHedmokadToain 0 o0 NR f f
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Kaylee; in her hands were several of the purple and white flowers from the field. She carefully braided
them together.

Searching around him, the Doctor could only seeral hills in the level distance and maybe two or
three other huge rock€Not one house insightt b 2 6 X G KSNB R2 Heagskd Tl YAf & AL

Sghing, Kaylee tilted her head up, pausing her moving haindsi K S NJ & A RSThighglfisi KS LX I y S
mostly wnsettled.Soil is®fertile enough to grow anything, soitdin | oA 3 F GGNI OQGA2Yy dé

The Doctor nodded, remaining silent as he gazed at the rock structheewind blew past themt was
warm, despite being late Septembé&icadas began to chirp and biftlsv overheard in search of them.

® KFd RAR 82dzNJ LIS2L) S R2K¢

Breaking his gaze, the Doctor turned to Kaylee, her hair splayed over heSfaeéeaned down, pulling
several purple flowers from the eartlr., 2 dZgBte ¥nswer if yo@ uncomfortable, bit Zuftar said
GKIFG @2 d2NIHaSA LXgS ag [O0MNA 2dza | 62dzi oKeé KS al AR GKIFGd

Asoft smile tugged at the corn@rof his mouthHe began walking, Kaylee keeping at his side.Sf f = K S
wasrmwrong- in a senseTime Lords were the masters of the fournd fifth dimension, also known as

time and spaceWe came to harness the time vortex, which allows for time trakéih the power of

time and space travel came the great responsibility of policingyé.needed to know the advantages,
disadvantages, befits and consequences that went with it , and there were a lot, which also meant lot

2T NHzZ Sazéa!KS FINEAGLagiERNERIEHvere required to study and gain

understanding about how time and space workBgcause we were responsgsfior it, we would make

sure time flowed correctly and it was our right to set it on whichever course we thought best.

0As time passed, the principles behind it slowly deterioratédd.people used to live for hundreds,

sometimes thousands of yeaMl/e be@n interfering when no real interference was needethyself

was sent on missions, occasionaliiell mostly, actuallyon some misguided, Council rubbish. So yes,

%S ¢ Bosybuglder§Zuftar® sentiments were quite similar to my owFhe Time Lordsidn®know

gKSY (2 YAYR (i KiBelDNdtoRpaysedosdallowyighla 33wgS aa GKIF G 1 faz2 | ya
question from beforeaboutthewar? S 0 NRB dzZKG A G 2y 2dz2NB St 0S3a ¢

They both stopped, edging the end of a cliftoking over in the nearby vallgpere was a small group
of figures, huddled togethei he Doctor squinted his eyes, attempting to make the people out.

Kaylee immediately recognized them, smilidggt K S NX y R S [Siigezaidsquidtlyz A y ( H é

6September30Z Hpmy I £ ¢ KS 5 hi®linaddlih Bislpbcke® R X SLIRH @A wEK Sy | NOK
Mathers came into possession of the Rosetta Ston&. &3 G 2 NB G {1 Ay 3 LI | OS 06ST2NB

Sanding still, Kaylee watched the meeting carefully, the breeze swaying the flowers in her hands.
G 9 @S NE (il tf Auftad Badzrue? NOKA O f R al GKSNA NBFftfe R2Sa I ff
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The Time Lord nodded hishea9 @S NE 4 SN SO YSED | ANBI ( Ralsing Ay K dzy
his eyebrows, something in his cqaickets caught his attentiomiggng in further, he finally grabbed
onto it. He grinned when he realized what it was.

Removing his hand from his pocket, he pulled out a small, paperagDoctor opened it and held it
outtoKayleea 2 2dzAf R @2dz ftA1S || 2Sftfé oloeKé

o dzK K ¢
AL siaBweet fron the twentieth centuryl@n rather fond of the orange ones mysafNE 2 y S dé

Kaylee stared at the bag, curiouShe dipped her hand in warily, taking a red one 8iting into the first
guarter, she allowed it to sit on her tongusuddenly, her face litp and she chewed the piece, popping
the rest into her mouth, swallowing it eagerly.

The Doctor chuckleds , 2 dz 1 K PS K ibadikn8yNBiayglee took not one, but four more out,
chewing on a yellow one as she smilelg. followed suit, shaking wpe bag until he found an orange
jelly baby and placed it in his mouth.

Sowly, as he chewed, his expression soured, grimadifg.i I £ S ¢ KS Ydzi i SNERX NI dz

Kaylee glanced back at him, chewing her odrb &y ¢ | yShe iinleligtelgrabbed the bag from
hima®f GF18 AdGdé wSOdNYyAy3 (2 sFGOK GKS YSSGAY3I Ay
savouring each of the flavours.

Saring at his empty hand, the Doctor felt himself laughing, placing his hand back in his pocket.

~F ok k kL

Archibald closed the crate before locking it shitanding up, he faced Mal., @ealdone fine work,
Ca@.lIY f STU AThédndbadydhiards tvalked up to the crate, each one grabbing one side and
lifting it. As they carried it off, Archald reached into his inside pocket, producing a thick, white
envelope, the same kind he used during the first payment.

He extended the envelope, allowing Mal to takeTihey gripped each oth@ empty hands firmly,
shaking.The job was complete.

dtwouR 6S F LI SIFadz2NBE (2yEBE2Nhl 6KBKRERdZ 6 SRXyaSF VANI D

Mal smiled back, though hiswas notaswilleb 2 2 FFSy a4S3 a NX @& holiiktBeNMBalE 0 dzi L
F dzi dzZNB d ¢

Laughing, Archibald released M&ahand and walked towards the hoveaift, where the crate was being
loaded on to the backMathers swung his legs over the side, boarding the ship.

64



@ S 188 Ay (2dzOKHé 1S OFftSR 2dais AAGGAY3I KAYAS
The hovercraft started into life, movingpwards from the groundSlowly, the driver turned it around

YR &LISR 2FF3: tSH@Ay3a GKS {SNByAlGeQa ONBg O0SKAYROD
Malwavedweaklyd ¢ | 1S &2dz2NJ 6AYSZ¢é KS AFAR (G2 KAYaAStFz: ada

oNi hadH ¢

The mule had only reached the edge of the prairie wkaylee and the Doctor came into sigBhe
waved at Mal and his group, flowers in her arms and the small bag of jelly babies in heDkapite
this, she began running toward them, smiling.

Even as Zoe slowed the mule, Mal hopped off, regaining his balgaicklyKaylee lunged for him and
he wrapped one arm around her, hugging her tighlieimez &2 dz KF R YS G2 NNRARSR®¢

She giggled, digging her face into his cae@n sorry, Caf@, but | was okayThe Doctor took care of
Y S @dosening her grip on hirkaylee looked over her shoulder, motioning for the Time Lord to
approach.

Sowly, the Doctor walked over to them, his hands still in his poclk&tglee let go of Mal and grabbed

onto the Docto® arm, smilingd 5 2 O (i M&l&readyandr the C&p. Overyonder are Zoe and Jayne.

Ddz2az GKA&a Aa (KS 52 OFoe hoHded, Smiiy; sheyhadNiBriRdia@!$ koticEdd S NE 2 v
his brown coatJayne grunted, his cheeks turning a shade of red as he looked away.

@ St &apleasir@finally meetingyofii LISNB 2y X 52002NE¢ al TheBoetdr R>X NI I ¢
took it, and shook it eagerly.

GAgreed!Kaylee has told me so much aboutyoulalfi QNB I £ t & 1|jdzA S SEOAGAYIHE |
school boy once more.

TKS OF LI AY V2 REB&RWay af te@ayng yol for takifig8are of Kaylee, you let me
1y26 ¢

& I YFIGGSNI 2F FILOGzé G(KS 520G2N 683Fys y2 f2y3asN
G ¢ KSNB Aitsy bsyfadvourll Aegd ifit would®be too much trod f S ¢

@ KFd Ay GKS FJ2NNI Y KStfKé

Jayne stared at the TARDIS, his eyebrows pushed togetberstood next to him, studying it carefully,
tilting her head slightlyMal kept his arms crossed, his expression similar to ¥&yne

dnfinclinedtoag® 8 6AGK WFayS Ay (KAA AyadtyoOss 5206G2NEE |
Doctor who were standing opposite thet.Wdza G X ¢ KF G A& (GKA&a adzZJl2aSR {2
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The Doctof mouth openedi¥mmahg nervously as he thought of a lie.

A& QF & K dzi inhoBrided lodly,&girfh the: stares from her crewmatgsually, she was a
terrible liar, but in this case she was half right, w@she?It did all the normal functions of shuttle,
though it was so much more.

Nodding in agreement, the Doctor smilei.! 0 & 2 f dzlaSHutie!l Nidn@Wiiit to land my entire
AKALI KSNB>X a2 6S (2271 | &aKdzidf SHé

Zoe looked back at the blue bok.! & Kldazi & & K

Jynescoffedd 58y f 221 tA1S y2 akKdzidftsS G2 YSoé

Kaylee approached the mercenary.¢ Rlbécause @brandnews ¢ & KS &0 oSRty@ENE Y I G
YSG KAY 4 | aLl OSaKALI SELRAaAAGAZ2Y S WI &Hebvbicez ¥ O2 dzN.
was so sweet, it was almost syrup.

He turned away, grunting.

Mal let out an exasperated sigh.w A 3 K dayné,flely HSG GKAa 2y (GKS YdzZ S35¢ K&
side.He paused, running his hand against the exterior slodvly.a (G KA a @22 RK§E

Rushing to the TARDIS, the Doctor placed his hand dnhit #sInetal that feelslike wood!You know, a
throw back to EarthThat? & ¢ KSy S@SNEBR2yS dzaSR 622RSy aKALA (2
stroking the front door.

Kaylee nodded, at the Doct@ side in a momenti B ihighty popular on Osiris and the other Core
g 2NI Radé

Saring at the TARDIS once again, Bteok his head, gripping onto&.w dzZY RANYS 2 NI R F2f 1 = ¢
mumbled, waiting as Jayne held ontoQounting to three, they barely lifted it, struggling to move it
over to the mule.

~k ik k ko
Wash stood on the dock, sighiniy.5 2l me we acceptethat & LJ @ YSY (i ®¢

Zoe slowed the mule down as she approached her husblmithe back was the TARDIS, strapped down
in place.She kissed him as the vehicle came to a stop.

b2i I OKFyOST 6S 320G (GKS O2Ay ¢ (Eh&tBasAfvBBWEY SR KA Y
26 SRDE

Sepping off the mule, Kaylee appeareshe grabbed the Doctor, pulling him aifash smiledd 2 St f >
look who came backtou8'y 22 & & 2 dzNJ ( NA LXK ¢
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Tugging the Doctor along by his sleeve, Kaylee stopped in front of \efaésh. & K >thelDctod A a
Doctor, this is Wash, Z@husbandHe pilotsSerenityd €

Grabbing Was® hand, the Doctor shook it. 9 E O St f S yltinaust BeEa(l8asureSlying slich a fine
& KA LJ I'Washinddded, Hréable to utter a responZme laughed as startagp the mule and drove it
back aboard

Kaylee tapped the Doct@ shoulder, garnering his attentioni.] 28 &2dz ft A1S F €221 G
nodded her head iSerenit@ direction.

The Docto® brown eyes set oBerenity widening before he turned back iayleea L X g2 dz R t 23S
y 2 ( KA y 3Gravtgnyd=Hhénd, the two ran up the loading dock, disappearing.

b 2 ¢ ve hdad that Firefly ships have little nooks in them, where stowaways canlsittere any
0 NYzi K G2 Adiviiée echded hiSt@téph gitthked from excitement.

DuhnruhdtwA IKG Ay FNRYy(d 2F &2dzHé Yl &tSS &aldsSH{SR Ay N
hKZ ONREEfAFYyGHE

Walking up behind Wash, Mal placed his hand on his shouldeSa bit of achai neow but all things
considering, Kaylee couit been pickedizL) 60& @2 NBRS F2f14a4xX¢é KS YdzaSR | 2.

Jayne sneered, making his way up the dack. @shiang jingifyouaskmeY I 8 f SS3 (22X &aAy OS
0SSy O2RRfAy3 GKS YIAY 6KIO12 ¢S 320 dé
Rolling his eyes, Wash turned back to Mal{ 2didndk 3I2 &a2dzi KK KS a1 SRX K2LJS

Mal reached into his coat pocket, producing the white enveldpe. > nnn LI F GAydzYZ y2 Y2N
Even after we split it up, we should be able to lay low for a few months, only hit soil when Inara needs to
see cliend ® ¢

4 K | @I OFiGA2Yy FTNRBY ONRYSHE¢ 2| BkeniQEOf I AYSR & (GKS
~h ok k ko

Kaylee smiled, pattinGerenit@® engined L K 2 @d%Peed good while®S o6 SSy | gl &x¢ &KS

tying her light brown hair backying down underneath thengine, she began carrying out her normal

routine. Sheé check the oil, make certain the compression coil was working properly, see if the
gravboot has held together

Sghing, she stared back up at the engiKeylee normally found her routine thrilling,wias how she
had learned all oSerenitf® inner workingsBut in that moment, after being reunited with her beloved
ship, shecouldd KSf LJ odzi FSSft X

Unhappy.
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A& QY 2NXIf d€

Pushing herself back from underneath, Kaylee found River leaning against time estgiring at the
walls of the roomSitting up, she kneeled near hértwA GSNE RARé &2dz YySSR az2yYS$s

@ KSy {AY2Yy 3aANI RdzZr iSR FTNRY aSR! QlinfediagliRgodfitg A 8 KSR KA

0502YS I R200G2NE¢ &KS 0Shpgyhgletsk $ 8 TNy BSKNAE SIRE (0 KNP Az3
main Core worlds: our home world of Osiris, then Sihnon, and Londiflarapent three months doing
this.!] FGSNJ GKIFI G KS Slraate G221 | 2206 Ay [ SyiNrt [/ Ad

Kaylee nodded, listeningt WA @GS NXE agSSGAS

She set her ges on Kaylee, startling the mechariic{ A Y2y | f 6l && &IButhEKRewi2 o6S |
that before he even did it, he wanted to experience things, get everything out of the way before he
O2YYAGUGUSR KAYaSt¥FT (2 R2AydE, ?dabBdechifiBe cfed @l Riman wAiA JS NJ
and me; your love is so overpoweririgut you cakeep doing this if travelling with the space man is

Ff ol e&a 2y HerhamNkachedoRedtd Kaylee, gently touching a curl that hung near Baylee

face.

Pushing herself up, River looked down to Kaylee, her dark hair veiling herfdde2 > ¢ & KS § KA a LIS N.
small smile appearing.

Turning away, Kaylee knelt there quietly, mulling over R&venrds Finally, she scrambled up off the
floor, running out of the enige room.

~F ok k kL

The Doctor stuck out his tongue through the corner of his mouth, peering through his glasses at the
small, square object in his hande flashed the sonic screwdriver over it, waiting for it to red¢hen it
didn® he groaned and tossl it onto the consoleHe closed his eyes, rubbing his temples in frustration

bSSR a2YS KSft LKE

Sartled, the Doctor looked to the source of the voitaylee stood at the entrance, closing the door
behind herHer hair hung loosely, curling at the en&he smiled, stepping further into the ship.

The Time Lord leaned up from the console, taking his glasses 8ff: 8 f SS> LX SNX 1246 RAR
3SG AyKE

Glancing at the door behind her, she looked back to the Dodter. G yf 2 O]l SRX¢ agS Fyaegs
He nodded, turning awayd wA 3 KiG > 2 F O2 dzNBWKingiSkriething?e3q thatineetlsit& Y A ay
68 TAESRIZ KS YdNNANBRIT LX I OA y The Dotér mavedyfrantthesd O NB ¢ R N.
console, stepping onto the walkway.L ¢ | & 2 KBdzlR 2FFT ¢l & GKSNB a2YSiOK
CKAZZE AKS NBLIEASRET f221Ay3 I NRdzyR G GKS oNRYIQ §
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The Doctor blinkedd / 2 YS | 3 Ay KéE

Kaylee skipped in, placing her hand on the twisted beanfi. & Been on my mind since | stepped off

her.Canbare & ¢2NJ 2y FyelKAy3a St asSsé akeppin@RvsyFsBei &8 SRS &
walked closer to the Time Lord.L  FokelitdeMide- not to Kiyome, but somewhere in time, some

whole other planetwould be funThatis, ifi@ 21 I @ &Kayléestogpeddherébody inches away

from the Doctof.

Scratching his hair, the Doctor thought to himself, still focused on Kagléef#/hat aboutSerenit? You
lovethat ship.| mean, not that | would®@mind you aboard, butwh@ f G { S Olasksd. 2 F KSNXKE

Sesmiledd L 3I2G YS | o6l oeaAridddSNWDE

After a moment passed, the Doctor grinngdL. Ol y &S S ¢ K &ThefTARRMBNSickaH® | f f dzNB
tocks, click$#Df 2 01 & 2dzald | a YdzOK | & | yeéliKAGeiebwod§S>¢é KS Y

She nodded in agreement, giggling.{ KS YA 3K SercditybuSsh@y R YLINE &3 a A O3S v ¢
thyS NRARRSKE
CKBGOEE L o1 yioé

He could live withthatd 2 St f = (i K Swh&re veodldiyau likeNdEgSPkere are millions of places
in the universe justwaitiih F2 NJ dzaHé¢ | S SEOfFAYSRI LRdzyOAy3 (2 (K

Running up behind him, Kaylee grabbed onto the con@adenooth sidesa @e always wanted to see
EarthThat? | a d¢

@I NI K Al AacnfEnded, érieBng b h©db@dinhtédle glanced up to Kayleé.! YR L 1y 2 6
G§KS SEI Ol Hemwdd atddnNIe2cBriddle, flipping up several small switches.

Placing his hand on the old bronze lever, the Doctor looked back atinerS g ., 2 NJ / AG@X wmypT
Industrial Revolution. & ¢+ & LINF OGAOFtft& YIRS FT2NJ dzaHé

b2 Y2NB RT oNEIARRDTTE LYG &fSS adl SR KSNJI SeéSa 3t Sl YA

The Doctor pulled it down, the greenlue column immediately set into motiodAllonsyHé¢ | S ONA SRZ
TARDIS roar drowning him outKaylee smiled, the loud screeching sending gdmsmps up her arm in
anticipation.

6 KA dright-aiyk@ & LI NI A& 2t RSN GKFY L IYZé wWAGSNI Ydzi G St
underneath the engineHer hand reached out from underneath, searching for the nearby wrench before
finding it. She groaned, tightening the bolts.
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Siding out, she dropped the tool next to her, annoyéd¢ KA & Sy G ANB Sy Inoyedf ySSRa |
0KSaS O02YLRySyila akKz2dzZz R 60S g2N] Ay3Ide

Alow creaking echoed, bouncing throughout the engine ro®iwver turred to the engine, her hand flat
againstitd 5 @My 60S dzZLJASGT YIFIetSS gAatf oS oF O] az22yzé &aks

The engine groaned in response.

G 2B o60SAYy3ad (22 KIFENR 2y @82dz2NBSt FXé aKMverkuphed 3GSRZ L
the engine® side, as if comforting a chil.. f@dzS &G dzLJAR O2f 2NJ F2NJ I aKALX |
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