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Ina greyspacesomewhereoutsidethe universe. . .
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She was not used to depending on another to carry out her plans, and she did not like the feeling that
part of the plot was out of her control. She would rather have done all on her own, but she could not

deny how useful he could be. Woe be to him, though, if he should fail her.

It amused him that she had no fear of him even though it was by mere force of will that he held her here
outside of existence. Hisdry laughONJ O1 f SR 2dzi | I3 Ayd 4GCAYy ST LINBLI NB

The illusion of mist swirled around the emptiness he inhabited, formless and now alone. But he did not
despair because he could feel the impending cracks in reality spiderwebbing out, the trembling
foreshadow of the effect just as the cause was being laid in motion. He could feel the walls of the world
beginning to crumble and come apart to make way for him.

Soon, everything would make way for the Trickster.
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UpstateNewYork. . .

It looked to be quite a dull day. Not that Wednesdays in February were ever all that exciting in the Gift
Shop at Mohonk Mountain House. Not that any day was ever that exciting in the Mohonk Mountain
House.

But today seemed to be particularly dull. Cade had not seen more than six people in the last two hours.
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There was one customer, out of the ten or eleven she had served that day, who stood out in her mind,
and as she folded tee-shirts and straightened up souvenirs she kept thinking back to him. While most of
the other hotel guests were mildly unfriendly, with an air of superiority looking down their noses at her
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in her black uniform polo, this man had struck up a conversation with her for no other reason, it
seemed, than to talk to her.
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Usually she hated it when the customers made a point of using her name simply because it was written
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brown coat. Beneath the coat Cade could see a blue pinstripe suit with the bottom button of the jacket

undone, and red Converse on his feet. And there was something in his air altogether that made her like

him, trust him. And if nothing else, his English accent set him apart from all the other guests, ninety
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whole boring history that the guests always seemed to want to hear.
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herself for being so frank with him. She usually sugar coated her boredom because the guests always

wanted to hear how wonderful to was to work at such a beautiful mountain resort. But, Cade could tell,

this man was not a regular guest and he seemed to appreciate her frankness.
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to appreciate the shelves of shirts and snowglobes insulating the walls, and Cade had wondered what he
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been to college, studied English literature for four years, graduated magna cum laude, or know anything



at all. I might as well be vending machine for all the attention they pay me. Unless | express some kind of
opinion or say something that might suggest | am their intellectual equal. Theni KS& 221 |G YS ¢
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something more when something in his pocket beeped and he drew out a device which looked like no
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already gone as he stared down at the screen on his little device.

And Cade was left to tidy the shop and wonder about the man in the blue pinstripe suit.

The night continued dull and she saw no more than five or six hotel guests over the next few hours. It
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usually her best customers on days like this, coming in for coffees and magazines because they were as

bored as she was. But she just assumed that they were all on their best behavior tonight because - for
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evening conference on efficiency or something of that sort. Nobody wanted to get caught slacking on

the job, so they were probably all staying at their designated posts.

But the freakish quiet was beginning to bother Cade. Her mind began to run with strange terrible ideas
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her cash register to see if she was the only person still in the hotel, the shop door creaked open and in

walked Jackie! LJLI Si2y X GKS K23GSf Qa 3ISYSNIf YongnildsENId { YA
approached the shelves at which Cade was idly reorganizing trinkets.
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straightforward. There always seemed to be an insult or slur buried under all that fake sweetness. But

her sugary demeanor was always executed in such a predictable, formulaic and unimaginative way that
Cadeandsomeofherco-6 2 N] SNBE KIFIR GF 1Sy (2 Thdéviasawdspkieddd Wi KS |
her ¢ she was the general manager after all - and could fire her on a whim.
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shop unattended long enough to go down the hall to the bathroom, so this was quite strange coming
from her.

QX

GLGQEE 2yt e
a6SkN aKS KS

6S I Y2YSyix¢ alFAR WHO{1ASE KSNJ KSIR
FNR GKSE didzyigAya XKFyROSENE O a/ 2YS



Cade looked at the offered hand in total bewilderment. This was very odd behavior, especially the
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workshops they were always making the staff attend, but she thought shS QR 6 SG G SNJ R2 | & &KS
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customer came thundering in, his Conversed feet slapping hard on the pretentious slate walkway that
lead through the shop.
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down.

Jackie opened her mouth, saccharin smile still plastered on, but at first no sound came out. Then, after a
crackle of static like a radio in between stations, a female voice that definitely did not belong to Jackie
issued forth.
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her to speak to me. Possibly has been using her and all the others to watch me, and even to lure me
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fingers of one hand in a very unnatural manner to reveal inside what looked like the barrel of a gun

surrounded in white plastic and steel.



In a swift motion, the Doctor stepped between Jackie-bot and Cade and pulled something out of his
pocket and aimed it at the cyborg.
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with her hand/gun folded open Cade could clearly hear the sound of machine parts as she moved.
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machine screaming. There was a snapping sound, like fuses blowing, and smoke started seeping out of

her ears and eyes. After a moment the sound choked out and the Jackie-bot fell leadenly to the floor.
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search of something. & | Sr&d has been removed and replaced with a computer, her vocal cords
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lifted her face as if it was the door to a fuse box, revealing inside what looked like the guts of a desktop

computer.
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this, yet none would come to her head.
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signal and get a trace on the builder because she was arrogant enough to use the vocalizer to speak to
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run off.
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something large and strange looking could be hidden? Secret passages, hidden rooms, something like
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Doctor and all the words that poured out of him, unabashed and unexplained. Then she remembered.
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She led him out the door of the shop and around the corner to the basement stairs. She spared half a

thought for the unattended shop as she passed the three little café tables in the hallway, but she figured
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already, too. She tried to dismiss that thought and the voice in her head that asked her if she had gone

insane to be running off into the bowels of the old hotel with a man she had met only hours ago as she

hurried down the stairs to the old white wooden door. She had no idea why she had felt so ready to run

off with this perfect stranger, and she tried not to question it as she pulled open the small door and

pulled herself up into the mouth of the ancient service tunnel.
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The man who would be Harold Saxon found himself transported between blinks. One moment he was in
his photogenically cozy and clean office, waiting to hear the results of the election, and the next he was
seated on an uncomfortable wrought iron chair with a wooden seat, his elbows not resting on his
tastefully and carefully chosen desk blotter but on the slightly crumby surface of a round café table,
inches away from a small vase that contained a single orchid.
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He sat for a moment, teetering on the edge of shocked incomprehension, before the rage set in. He
jumped to his feet and maliciously backhanded the little vase, sending the defenseless orchid flying
through the air to land on the old red patterned carpet of the hotel hallway. He wanted to yell out and
grab someone by the throat just to have something to throttle, but there was no one about. The utter
frustration of being removed moments before his plan finally began to near its endgame made him
almost wild with blind rage for a moment.

But it soon passed and he regained his usual calculating calm. He had pretended to be Harold Saxon,
golden boy and do-gooder for so long that it felt good to have a release, even if it was only for a
moment. But wild rage had never really been his style ¢ he always went for a much more seething, long-
nurtured anger which was best served by his complex plots for revenge. And someone would pay for
this as well, but his anger had cooled to a low smoldering now because he knew there were things to be
done. First was to find out where he was and when he was, second to discover how he had been
brought here. And hopefully with that information he could get back to London in 2007 and carry out all
his plans to exact his due from those who had crossed him.

~Xeokno kR

Crouching down and practically crawling through the old cement and bedrock tunnels that lead deep
beneath the old hotel with the Doctor behind her, Cade finally felt the complete and utter insanity of
her situation seep into the core of her brain. Even if she completely glossed over the part where the
general manager of the hotel where she worked had tried to kill her with a gun insideher hand because
she was part robot, she was still leading a strange man down into a dark, secluded, quiet place which
would be perfect both for committing murder and hiding the body.
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then blowing it up seemed like far too complicated a ruse just to kill her.

There was a strange smell in the old tunnels, not the musty cement and sitting water smell she
remembered from crawling down here with her friend Xander when they were kids. It smelled a little
like burning hair and an overheated engine, and it only grew stronger as they went deeper.

Finally they came around the last corner and were bathed in a strange red light where the old tunnel
expanded into a large cave-like room that had definitely not been there the last time Cade had come
down here. In the center of the room was a large device which looked like an upright coffin only it was
twice as large and there were tubes and wires threading into and out of some electronic panels at the
side.

G2 KI G A & aske& Whisperdng b2cKuSe a robot, or something like it, that was attending the

machine had appeared from around the far side of the black device.
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parts, replacing them with machines ¢ mechanical heart, mechanical eyes, computer brain. It makes

people into cyborgs.€
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Cade had never liked Jackie, she was the first to admit it, but the thought of her brain being taken out
and thrown into the trash made Cade want to be sick.
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He stepped into the room, pulling out his sonic screwdriver and aiming it like a weapon at the android
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It turned to him, shiny metal head betraying nothing, and leveled its arm at him. Its fingers flipped down
to reveal a gun much like the one that had been in the Jackie-60 2 1 Q&4 KI YR ®
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The robot had no face to speak of and made no sound to indicate it had even understood what the
Doctor had said but Cade did hear a whirring sound, like a tiny helicopter starting up, and she acted
before thinking.
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knocking it to the ground just as its hand-gun went off. A bolt of yellow light which had been designated

for the Doctor shot out and straight into the ceiling of the carved-out room. The android struck out with

its other hand, throwing Cade back against a wall with incredible strength.
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back of her head, searching her blond hair for blood.
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He helped her up and they both hurried into the narrow tunnel just as the ceiling began to crack in
earnest. The Doctor paused and turned to watch as the thin stone caved in, allowing floor beams,



slightly burnt from the energy blast, to fall in as well. A long stone bench landed heavily in the center of
the room and crushed part of the conversion chamber, spewing angry sparks into the dust and debris of
the collapsed room.

After a few seconds, when the dust began to settle and it looked as if everything that was going to fall
already had, the Doctor stepped into the pile of rubble.
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basement and the hotel itself so the fact that the Doctor was heading back into the cave-in confused her
more than a little.
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have to shut down the power source now so that all the existing cyborgs are forced to shut down. See, if

| leave the power source running, the cyborgs will probably just come down here, rebuild and start again

with the conversions. But the cyborgs are dependent on this power source. If | disable it, all the
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Cade wached the Doctor dig to the base of the dead conversion unit and pull out a smallish silver box.
Half buried in bits of stone and wood just behind him was the droid who had been operating the
conversion thing, lying perfectly still and looking about as dead as a piece of metal can look.
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to their computer brains and mechanical hearts, their human bodies will be
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revealing wires and a bright blue glowing rectangle, almost too bright to look at.
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lonelier than anyone Cade had ever seen. He pulled a few wires and pointed his

sonic screwdriver at the rectangle and its glow faded like a dying blue ember.
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He looked up at her and the ghost of a sad smile flitted across his face. He reached into his pocket, as

hard determination mixed with something like manic glee in his eyes and produced the wireless interlink
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power supply casing to the floor and grabbed her hand, taking off at a slightly crabbed run through the

tunnels and up the stairs, trailing her just behind.
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invaded by some kind of mad scientist who turned god knew how many of her bosses and coworkers

into robot-people was not something she felt readily equipped to handle. But the Doctor seemed to be,

even if he did appear at first glance to be slightly emotionally unstable. So she ran along behind him and

trusted him without really knowing why.

She followed him at a full run, passing the doors to the shop, the three café tables, the front desk and
the main staircase without seeing a single person. She turned both her head and her thoughts away as
they ran by the open double doors of the lake lounge, inside which lay uncounted bodies of disabled
cyborgs who used to be the bosses and department heads and board of trustees. She followed him until
his red converse came to a screeching halt in the wide marble-floored entryway to the old hotel.

G2 KIFdQa GKS YI GGSNKE a# Socledabdbdreft fock andif face. | 81 SR aSSA
GLGQE J2ySd aé aKALI Aa 3TJ2y SHE

G, 2dzNJ & KA LIKE

Gae® AKALIE Yé ¢FNRA&AP LG GNI@Sfta GKNBAIAK GAYS | yR
G, 2dz LI NJ SR @2dzNJ aLJ OSaKALI Ay G(KS SyidiNrRgle 2F (KS
G2 Sttt 22d2S6 ¥RHIRYSR RIGd LG t221a OSNE dzyl d&ddzyAy3aa
aLGQ& F &ALI OS AKALWD 1 2¢ O2dA R lFyez2yS y2i KI @S yz2i

He dug through his pockets for a moment and, after some struggling, pulled out what looked like a
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lock on the coordinate set which requires a password. If the password is not put in, the Tardis stops
within five miles or so of her departure point in the same time line and locks down until she hears my
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voice speak the password. This way, | not only get my Tardis back but | capture whoever tried to steal
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She led him back down the hall and into the office. Cade herself had never been inside it but she had
often seen some of the guest services clerks huddled around the screen to see something.

The office, like everything else tonight, was empty and the Doctor strode right in like he owned the

place. He fit the playstation controller into a USB port -thoughK 2 ¢ & KS O-ardzfmRefigxély G St €
began pressing buttons. Without his having to touch the keyboard or mouse of the computer itself, a
topographical map appeared on the screen. He pressed the controller buttons as if he was playing

Mortal Kombat and the map zeroed in and a small blue dot appeared among the green lines.
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He pressed the X button a few times and the map changed, now showing street names and bridges
rather than relative elevations.
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She lead him back to the shop and just as they came around the corner toward the door it swung open
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waist.
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grinned with malicious glee when he had happened upon it in the entryway. That meant that the Doctor

was nearby and, whether it was the Doctor he had left behind at the end of the universe or one from
somewhereelseinhistime-2  NB I YI LldzyAaKAy3a (GKS 52002N) gl a az2vySi
spirits.

But now he found himself locked inside the senile old ship with no way out. He had tried everything he
could think of to coax the doors open but the Tardis refused him at every turn. It seemed that the
Doctor had fused his own symbio-nuclaic signature into the door locks and computer controls so that
only he could affect a stop on the lockdown procedure and, for once, he had left no openings or cracks
through which even the Master could slither. All he could do was wait and hope that he could get the
best of the Doctor when he inevitably came to collect his Tardis.
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asked Xander as she navigated her car, a Hearse named Mortimer, down the steep mountainside road
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true. And she had seen what was left of the Jackie bot so it seemed, to Cade at least, that all else should
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him in the way she had. His sadness and his fury were like solid facts to her even after the short time she
had already spent with him and she would remember that look of absolute devastation on his face for as
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plug a playstation controller into the computer and pull up a topographical map to show us where to go.
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continuing towards New Paltz and refocused her gaze on the Doctor, who sat on the other side of Cade.
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They were quiet after that. Cade felt awkward sitting on that bench seat between Xander and the

Doctor when it was clear that they had not taken an immediate liking to one another. She wished that
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had, at least then Cade could have got out from between them and the slight flicker of adversarial

hostility the two of them were feeding.
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wide black vehicle to turn into the municipal parking lot, which was about half full of cars despite the
fact that it was a week night.
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very fast. The Doctor ran across the parking lot to the far end where a tall blue box stood, the words
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The two girls got out of the car and walked over to the Doctor, who stood beside the wooden box, his
palm against the door as if he was communicating with it. Cade thought she heard him mumble the
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terrible feeling that she would never see him again if he went through that door without her.
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and she was beginning to believe in him despite herself.
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fit it into the lock. It turned easily and the door swung open.

It was like an optical illusion. Cade walked through the door and the space inside the box stretched out
around her, far beyond the walls of the box itself. And the room was like a cathedral lost under the sea
with tall coral pillars curving organically up toward the high ceiling. A warm, almost reddish light shone
all around, though Cade could not tell where it came from and in the center of the room was a machine
of some kind, round with a clear column at the center and covered with hundreds of little screens, dials,
levers and toggles that looked like they had been salvaged from thousands of other machines.
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notice the man reclining on a seat built into the railings of the center section. He wore a black suit and a

smug expression, his arms draped lazily over the railing behind him. The Doctor, however, stopped in his

tracks when he saw the other man and seemed to see nothing else.
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behind his eyes. He strode towards them, his feet moving lightly over the thick metal grates that made

up the floor.

The Doctor stopped gaping long enough to close the Tardis doors behind him as the Master began to
circle Cade and Xander.
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companions as he continued to circle them like a wolf. As he passed behind the blond, he ran a light

finger across her shoulder blades and she jumped at his touch, spinning to face him and folding her arms

tight against her chest in a useless reflexive attempt to protect herself. The fear in her eyes pleased him.

The brunette was less easy to intimidate. As he came around beside her, he tugged at her little black
AaSNIISNDAa I LINBwiydnd fldes dagedrsyitthis.Rikeh liitle cat trying to fight backagainst
the wolf, he thought. That pleased him, too.
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information that were at his disposal. After a moment, his eyes widened and, cautiously, he asked & | 2 &
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rummaging absently in his coat pocket.
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suspicious, but strangely hopeful.
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Cade, however, had no idea what was happening and no amount of mulling would help her figure out

what was going on between these two men. Nothing that the Doctor was saying made any sense to her,

all this talk of being pulled out of time and regenerations. And the Master, as the Doctor had referred to

him, made her nervous. He seemed more than a little imbalanced mentally. She watched him as he
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these two was stranger than she could imagine. In any case, he did not really seem like the team-player

type. More like a play nice until it suits him then stab your partners in the back type. But the Doctor

apparently knew him and was willing to trust him enough to offer to work with him, so Cade stayed
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waiting for the Doctor to shake with him on their little armistice. Cade watched nervously as the Doctor
clasped the offered hand and withasmallg  NBE aYAf S FyagSNBR (KSay®@éiSNNA
sure what she had expected but nothing happened even when they broke the handshake.

The Doctor then spun away from the Master and pulled something tiny out of his coat pocket and ran
halfway around the machine in the center of the room until he found a suitable spot and shoved the
little chip in and began pressing buttons and flipping switches.

Cade walked up behind the Doctor and watched as he frenetically operated the machine, pulling levers
and muttering to himself.

G2 KIFHdQa GKFGKE akKS a1 SRz LRAyGAYy3a G2 GKS ftAGGE S

G52y Qi &2dz NBO23ayAlTS AlKéE KS |aiSRo
little shop. ItstillhasatracS &A 3yt 2F (G(KS (N}yavyraa
LINEOSa42NA® ! yR ¢SQNB 3I2Ay3 G2 F2€t¢f2

Cade nodded dumbly, feeling unsure of herself and of the Doctor again. Apparently they were going

somewhere. The Doctor was whisking them all off to try to find the person who had made cyborgs of the

hotel managers, though he had asked none of them if they really wanted to go. It was true that they had

all entered the ship voluntarily, and she had told the Doctor that she wanted to be of help to him. Still,
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had to have a rollercoaster stopped because she was too scared to ride the loops. In truth, though she

was scared, she felt more awake and alive now than she had in months of mopping and tidying and

ringing up sales of sweatshirts and coffee mugs.
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Xander, on the other hand, had only come along because Cade had asked her the favor or driving them
into New Paltz to find this Tardis. She had come into the space-ship fully (or at least mostly) believing
that it wasy” Qriy such thing and definitely not expecting to go flying about the galaxy in search of some
mad scientist type who was turning people into machines. Cade glanced over her shoulder at her friend
to see how she was dealing with it all.

Xander, for her part, had fallen to studying the Master. He did not seem like the type who could be
trusted to wander out of sight. She had set aside the realization that the old blue box was not only
bigger on the inside but also, as the Doctor had said, some kind of space ship. She stored it away for
later consideration, compartmentalizing the knowledge so she could deal with the reality. It was enough
for now to observe the boggling dimensions and accept that the Doctor had not been lying and that her
own, very reasonable assumptions, had been wrong. Now the pragmatist in her set her a task to distract
her mind. It insisted that she not let this Master character out of her sight because of his scheming eyes
and general air of untrustworthiness.
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Cade wondered, considering the tape-and-string look of moderate disrepair of the rest of the console,
whether or not it was actually supposed to make that noise.

d ¢ NI O1 Ay 3t DodtdtInnbldd YsBecicled the console, flipping switches and checking tiny
black screens. He pulled a pair of black framed glasses out of a jacket pocket and pushed them up the
bridge of his nose as he studied the strange circular writing. He continued to mumble absently in his
concentration but none of the words made any sense to Cade. She had the feeling that he was using
technical terms that she has never heard before, so they sounded like gibberish to her.

The Master had settled back into his chair and lounged, uninterestedly following the Doctor with his

eyes. He still intended to make the Doctor pay, and pay dearly, but playing along with him could prove

the most advantageous course of action. Revenge would be that much sweeter if the Doctor wasy” Q U

expecting it, and with his two big beating hearts and eternal belief that he could save everyone and

everything includingthe Master, he surely would be taken by surprise when he found the knife in his
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The Master glanced up at the two human girls who had followed the Doctor into the Tardis. The blond
one was watching the Doctor almost raptly. She looked as if she was half scared that she had thrown her
lot in with a maniac and half worried that the Doctor would do himself a harm. She had the sort of
innocent wonder of a child, which made him want to hate her, and she seemed quite absorbed with the
Doctor and barely took any notice of the Master at all. What an odd little mouse he thought
disdainfully.

The other girl, however, had barely looked away from him. Her curly brown hair framed a face from
which, behind the glare of her glasses, stared a pair of very shrewd eyes. She made no pretense at
hiding the fact that she was watching him but openly scrutinized him, her arms crossed over her white
uniform shirt. He was rather entertained by her blatant distrust of him and amusing himself by staring
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right back into her eyes and playing an ocular game of chicken, waiting for her to look away in
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Cade started as the column made the uncertain vwarping noise again but the Doctor looked pleased so
she assumed that the sound was not a sign of impending doom but that the machine had done what he
had asked of it.
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He looked up and gave her a broad grin, his glasses perching on his nose in such a way that he looked
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He glanced up at the Master cautiously, trying to predict what he might do. The other man just smiled
and raised his eyebrows expectantly. The exchange of glances seemed to carry a deeper meaning than
either Cade or Xander could discern from the outside. After a moment, the Doctor pulled a lever and the
doors swung open. With long exuberant strides he crossed the room quickly and plunged out the door,
Cade close behind. Xander hesitated, watching the Master and waiting for him to go out first before she
finally passed over the threshold.

Where there had been only moments ago a damp parking lot lit only by waning streetlamps and
headlights, there was now a forest with tall trees and dappled sunlight playing over the ground as it
passed through the waving leaves. And not only was this not a parking lot in New Paltz, it was not even
Earth. The light purple sky dotted with three little moons would have answered for that fact if the silver
tree trunks and strange bird and animal calls that came from all around had not.

Cade stepped wide-eyed out amongst the trees, looking around as if trying to see everything all at once.
After what she had seen earlier, she was more than happy to accept the fact that she was on a different
world and forgot for a moment that they had come here in search of the perpetrator of the murders on
the mountain and lost herself in the miraculous beauty of a planet half a galaxy away from her own.
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Xander followed Cade forward a few steps, momentarily forgetting the Master as she was caught up in
the impossibility of her situation. L Ua®@i&k, she thought. We O I yhe&bii anotherplanet It hasto bea
trick. She stepped forward to one of the strange trees and could see that the trunk was covered not in
bark but in a thin layer of shiny silver fur. She touched it and immediately recoiled. The tree felt more
like flesh than wood, and she could swear that she felt skin and muscles contract under her fingers. She
put her hand on the trunk once more and again felt the light flinch of skin and muscles under her
unexpected touch. Noway. She backed away from the tree and back toward the others, but her brain
was already in overdrive, trying to figure out whether the tree was a plant with impossibly animal
characteristics, or whether it was really an animal that just looked like a tree.
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she had ever seen on Earth.
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grin and Cade thought, Evenif he doesseeterrible things evenif that is hislife, it would beworth it for
momentslike this.

The wholesome cuteness of the scene was enough to make the Master want to vomit. The sparkling,
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still so full of wonder himself, made the Master want to strap grenades to himself just for the

satisfaction of hurling himself at them. And when one of the indigenous creatures, a pearly-colored

equine quadruped, stepped delicately out of the woods and up to the pair, his murderous rage boiled to

a point at which it was almost uncontrollable.
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it caught the sunlight.
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capacity for wonder was almost unmatched throughout the galaxy. This girl who had been a bored shop

clerk only hours ago was now full of life and awe and joy in a way that he suspected that she had never
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and left behind the little girl filled with awe as she gently pet the head of a unicorn, a creature the
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edge of rage in his voice that unsettled the unicorn and made it glance worriedly at him.
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G{ KKZ ¢ &l Avelytdyihg b Sanfortlds dfcdinSthe &nimal as she would a horse, stroking his
velvety nose and making soothing sounds. It snorted nervously but calmed a little under her touch.

The Master turned to leave them but the Doctor stopped him, grabbing his wrist in one strong hand.
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solemn vow that | will do none of the indigenous people any harm. Unless, of course, it was they who
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dragged his finger leisurely across his chest to make a big X.

The Doctor was quiet for a moment, his mind at war. He knew that the Master was not one to keep his
G2NR AT Al uRief yWauery l&tidzdn this fakeYto appeal to him. There was nothing of
any strategic value, just a race of people who enjoyed living in peace and relative seclusion. After a few
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those stress lines will make you look old before your time.€
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The Doctor hesitated again, not really wanting allow Xander to put herself in any danger. But he

suspected that even if he told her to stay with him, he could not keep Xander from doing what she

wanted. FinallyheY 2 RRSR® 452y Qi f S KAY 3IS{httxRdzthdTyrdis® | y & (i K2
A2YSUKAY3 32Sa gNRy3IDE
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They walked into the woods then, neither of them really sure what they were looking for, except that it

was not one of the plenteous trees. Cade had almost forgotten the horrors at the hotel on this beautiful

new planet. Of all the creatures in the universe, she had seen a unicorn. It was almost too much to

believe. And though the one who had come up to greet her had already wandered back into the cover of

the woods, she could occasionally see a flash of bluish-white moving through the trees andshS O 2 dzf R y Q 1]
help but smile.
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The scientist glanced up at the scanner screen in her lab and saw that the Doctor had indeed arrived and
had brought the Master along. All according to plan. The two human girls with them were somewhat
unexpected so she set aside what she was doing for a moment to watch them and try to determine
whether they posed a threat. She disliked making assessments like this without analyzing brain
chemistry and checking physical responses, but she had no time to think about things like that. She
would have to assess them using only her eyes and none of her instruments.

The first one was blond with a round face and big green eyes. She was neither terribly tall nor in any way
physically imposing. She did not appear particularly strong or muscular, so the scientist determined that
she was a negligible physical threat. As for her mind, she did appear intelligent but not forceful. Her face
was gentle and the scientist concluded that, though she may hold opinions and was likely guided by a
strong personal set of morals, she was not likely to voice them or force a decision. Conclusion: little or
no threat.

The other girl was slightly taller with long curly brown hair and light brown eyes which required
corrective lenses. She looked athletic but nothing out of the common way. Certainly nothing to match
that which the scientist could set upon her. Her expression, however, was much stronger than that of
the first. She looked quite stern and unyielding. Still, she was only human and the strength of humans
only went so far. She was unlikely to be capable of upending the plan. Conclusion: little or no threat.

Satisfied, she turned back to her work. Sooner or later, the Doctor would stumble into her facility and
she wanted to have as much done by that time as possible so that she could be fully prepared to meet
him.

~Xeakn kR
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After a few minutes of companionable silence as they walked through the forest, which seemed to
belong in a fantasy picture book, Cade decided it was time to ask some of the questions that had been
gathering in her head.
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of being confused and left in the dark, so she pressed on.
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Talking about his people seemed to depress him, so she let that subject go for now. She had calmed

some of the little worries that had been whispering to her by learning the name of his planet and race.
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but the fact that the Doctor had told her, despite how it seemed to make him feel, made her feel like

she was on a more equal footing with him and that her implicit trust in him was not misplaced.
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once, long long ago when we were both very young. Since then, he has only seemed to go madder and

madder with each passing year. He also has a sort of irrational hatred for me. Or, | suppose, it wasan

irrational hatred until he started setting in motion various plans to take over the universe which | have

had to stop. He is a genius, though, and we did have something of a friendly competition going when we
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doing things we had been told not to do. Just kid stuff, you know, sneaking into labs after hours,

switching about the high councilors robes in the Panopticon cloakroom. Little rebellious things. Neither
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it changed from harmless flouting of authority to a bid for real power. We lost all common ground and, |

guess for revenge for the loss of our friendship, he fashioned himself into my enemy® £
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By this time, as they had been following an incline and had walked out of the trees, they were coming
toward a bare, rocky ridge.
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When they reached the ridge and looked out over a wide green valley, they did see an ivory city but it
was no longer floating. Rather, it looked like it hit the ground hard and a short deep gash in the earth
around where it had impacted and slid, burying the edge of the disk on which the city stood half in dirt.
Some of the spires, which glittered in the sun despite their ruined state, had broken with the force of
the landing and had crashed into smaller buildings, tearing their walls and collapsing their roofs. The city
was dotted with angry red fires and Cade could just make out some small shapes moving at the edge of
the city and on the ground just beside the crash site.

DS R2 ¢ vidtBissed, &Zbbing I&r hand and yanking her to the ground behind a jutting rock.
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began to frantically dig through his pockets. After piling yoyos, wind-up toys, a packet of candy and a
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binoculars that looked like they had been stolen from the set of Star Trek. The shiny black and silver

finish caught the sunlight as the Doctor raised them to his eyes.
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seethat the little dots were moving beings. Some of them were humanoid with greenish skin and almost

dinosaur-like ridges of bone along the tops of their scalps and some of them seemed to be strange

looking robots. They were shaped vaguely like large salt shakers. Their tops were domed with two little

lights on top and a stalk or arm coming out of the front with a lens that looked like that of a camera.

They had no legs, but they appeared to have wheels on the bottoms of their bases. The casing was a sort

of gold color with half-spheres laid out evenly over the facets of the bottom half. They also had two little

arms coming out of a slatted midsection, one which looked like a kitchen whisk and the other which

appeared to be a plunger.
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and rage that terrified her far more than what she had seen.
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Xander walked along a few steps behind the Master so that she could keep her eyes on him at all times.
They continued like this for several minutes, neither one speaking as they headed down the slight incline
in the opposite direction from the Doctor and Cade.
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step beside him. She kept him a few feet ahead of her, just in case.
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He looked back at her uninterestedly over his shoulder but said nothing.
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kill me for good not long before that and he almost succeeded. Ah, but we were both different men
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She elected to ignore his insane replies to her questions. He was probably just trying to aggravate her.
There was no way the Doctor could have died and came back to life. That sort of crap was for soap
operas. He could have been clinically dead for a few minutes and then resuscitated but Xander got the
feeling that was not what the Master meant.

Xander decided to venture another question despite the answers she had received to her last one.
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trying to reconcile the things he had said with a reality she was familiar with, but she just ended up
annoying herself yet more by trying to make sense of the nonsense he had spouted.
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the Doctor what exactly it was that his adversary knew and how his plan had turned2 dzii @ LG 02 dzf Ry Q
gone as he had wanted it to because here was the Doctor running around free. But he hadlooked

surprised when he had found the Master waiting for him in the Tardis. Had he regenerated? The

thought did not appeal to him very much. He liked his current regeneration and if he had been forced to
NEISYSNIGiS G(KSy KS Ydzaid KIFIgS t2a0d {dNBte KS glay
on to life when it was almost no longer worth holding on to. No, he had far too much faith in his will to

survive to believe such a thing.

As they wandered, both absorbed in their own musings, they barely noticed when they left behind the
forest for an open field. They continued to walk, the sun in its purple sky shining cheerfully down on
them as the long bluish green grass waved gently around them, bending in the breeze.

Eventually they came upon a river and saw, sitting on the shore at a bend in the stream, a large silver
capsule.
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The capsule was about the size of a garbage truck and the streaky burn marks on the side told that it had
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were largely intact.

They could find no door on it anywhere and nothing more than a few small exhaust ports on one side of
the craft. There were no seams in the plating at all except in the places where additional sheets of metal
were riveted on top of previously burned sections. The Master felt all along the sides for any invisible
recesses that might be hiding a door switch, but in vain. Just as he began to consider the possibility of
putting together an explosive device from the materials available, they both heard a small thump from
the other side of the craft.
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The Master did not answer but quietly walked around the outside of the craft so he could see where the
noise had come from.

There on the ground was what looked like a huge, fat, chrome-plated millipede almost three feet in
length.
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humanoid, standing there aiming heavy wrists full of armaments at them. The tell-tale black tear shape
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his anger rising and the look in his eyes continued to scare her.
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She peeked over the jutting rock and squinted at the wreck, more remembering the faces of the broken
people than actually seeing them.

G!' NB (K2aS (KS LIS2LX S @@KWAS (R GA A& h dRUz0KE AKS | aj
G¢KS /@yFNR FFNB y2i 2dzaG LI OAFAaliad DSYSNIlAz2ya |
from their whole genome. The idea was good in theory, maybe, but a serious problem in practice,

especially where the Daleks are involved. They have noweapons® L QY y 24 o0A3IbRYy 6SI LRY
they have no means of defending themselves.€
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pockets again.

She looked out at the fallen city again, at the faces of the people. She saw a woman carrying a baby, a

Dalek on her heels. She looked at it in fear and clutched her child close to her. Both she and the baby

were covered in blood and ash. Cade was afraid that the way the childQlimp arms hung away from its

mother meant that it was already lost. A man in long white robes stood before one of the Daleks, his

hands up and his palms facing out. He was speaking rapidly and staring directly at the DI f Seye&talk.
ThelightsontheDl £ S1 Q4 KSIFR FflFaKSR FYyR GKSYy | O0NRARIKG of dzf
appendage. The beam hit the man and for an instant Cade could see his skeleton, his thick bones and

skull darkening against his illuminated flesh like the negative of an x-ray. After only an instant the beam

dispersed and the man fell down dead.

G52 002NHE &K Slurchifghidkd@sRid thepiSoBherkty@ch. Her vision grew foggy and
dizzy and for a moment she thought she might throw up.

He looked up from a strange device he was piecing together from some odds and ends he had found in
his pockets. His black rimmed glasses were once again perched on his nose.
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She had no words for this, and when she tried to speak again she felt as if her throat was closing up. She
was trying very hard to keep her composure but inside her head she was screaming. She had just seen a
man murdered in cold blood and the black nausea in her stomach told herthatii LINR 6| 6 f & &2 dzZf Ry
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A grim grin spread over his face and Cade felt herself grow sicker as he patted a hand on the jury-rigged
machine and darted off in search of a way down into the valley.
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who had spoken stepped past them and laid his metal palm on the side of the ship. Where there had

been seamless metal a recess appeared and within it a door slid open to reveal the shipQinterior, which

was unadorned plate metal like the outside.

Xander and the Master were manhandled through the door and shoved into a small holding cell about
the size of a closet.
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the door and the frame but with no luck. He tried several more times and with each failure he grew

angrier.
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what a waste to be turned into a Cyberman. A waste of my power and my genidza H £
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scornful as possible. Then she shut her mouth and prayed that it worked.

His face changed and for a second he looked yet more enraged but then she saw the dawning of an idea
in his eyes. Before she could ask him what it was, the door slid open again and outside of it stood two of
the five cybermen.
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Slowly the Master and Xander stepped out of the tiny storage room and were lead to the rear of the

ship where there was what was ostensibly an operating table, though it was tilted at an angle of about

fifty degreesF N2 Y (GKS Ft22NW !4 GKS (2L 6KSNB | LISNE2Y Q&
GKS 2ySa 2y G2L3 2F (GKS /@0SN¥YSyQa KStyvySdiao !'yR |0
with various attachments, most of them resembling circular saws, curved blades, and other instruments

of torture.

To her horror, two of the Cybermen took Xander by the arms and hauled her unfeelingly up onto the
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swinging away here. Loop"

The Cyberman made a sound like an old VCR rewinding a tape. It lasted about a second and a half and
then there was a clicking noise and it started again. On the third repetition, the other four Cybermen
joined in, exactly in time.

With the Cybermen thus distracted, the Master made for the control panel. He began madly pressing
buttons and sparks began to shower from some of the equipment. The restraints holding Xander
snapped open and she jumped off the table as if it were on fire.

> SeSAy3a GKS R22ND

pul;

G SGQa 3I2HE AKS &l A

<

Ghy$ t1ad GKAyI®é 18§ NB

R AY KA& 2ruldyStted F 3+ Ay
0KSY (23SGKSNJ FyR dzaSR f

YI3ysd G2 Fadr Ok
Gb2g¢g NXzyHE

- FYRSNJ RARY Qi ySSR G2 0SS G2fR GgA0OSd® {KS YR (KS
ship and out along the river. They had been running for a little less than a minute when the concussion

from a large explosion threw them off their feet and into the gravelly dirt of the riverside.
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The path the Doctor chose down into the valley was steep and with each step a small shower of loose
dirt and pebbles would cascade down the side of the ravine. The going was slow and more than once
Cade hesitated and looked out at the fallen city worriedly.
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She smiled and took his hand but hopped lightly around him, barely disturbing the pebbles under her
feet.
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They started moving again, this time with Cade in the lead. As he followed her, he had a moment of self-

reflection.
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quiet the rest of the way down to the grassy floor of the valley and, though Cade could not see his face,
she imagined he was ruminating over his own words. She let him be.

They made their way down to the bottom of the valley without incident and hurried along a riverbank
towards the fallen city, hiding themselves in the trees that grew thick on the edge of the water. They
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came upon it before too long and now, because they were so much closer, they could actually hear the

roaring of the fires that burned the sparkling towers and the halting electronic sound of the Daleks
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down a small group of people who they deemed to be too wounded to be of use.
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He squeezed her hand and they both took a breath before they ran out and lost themselves in the
stumbling deathmarch of injured Cynari as they were ushered away from their ruined city to whatever
the Daleks had in store for them.
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Xander examined the little cuts on the heel of her right hand, flicking away the pointed bits of gravel

that had made them. As she watched a drop of blood well up in the deepest of the cuts, she noticed her

hand was shaking. For the first time since she stepped out of the doors of the Tardis, she really let it sink

in that she was not on Earth. Three moons and furry trees were one thing but now she could feeljust

how alien thisworld reallywas.{ KS 1y Sé Al 61 ayQid 9 NIbKsheEdidd¥ { K
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had been here, she had been captured by robots and nearly made into one of them then thrown onto

the ground by the concussive force of the bomb that had blown up the robots. Robots! They belonged in

the science fiction films that she and Cade liked to mock, not in real, skin-crawling, head-pounding,
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stomach-lurching life.

She looked up and saw that the Master had already started sauntering along the bank of the river. She

quickened her step to catch up with him. She thought about thanking him for saving her ¢ he could have

just taken off and left her to die or be made metallicgo dzi S @Sy FFAOiSNI €t (GKIFG &akKs
and she found the thought of humbling herself to him was quite distasteful.
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elected to follow a man you do not know and most certainly do not trust into the woods of a strange

planet, never stopping to consider the fact that you know nothing about what he is capable of and that

there would be very little you could do to save yourself from him, to say nothing of the strange beasts
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She reddened, getting angrier because she knew he was right.
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the question of her mental state.
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& ¢ K I uth billZReddndant organs usually form with a purpose, however remote biologically. What

could be the purpose of a second heart? Even someone as grand as a Time Lord, even The Master of the

CAYS [2NR&azX R2SayQid KIS + NBIf ySSR FT#mwJ | aSO2yR
2 Kl G6Qa (GKS dzasS 2F AdK

aL ySSR AlG G2 YIS adNB Y& Sy2N¥2dza OSNBoNHzy 3Sia

G, 2dz NB a2 FdAt 2F AlGdé

He stopped, spun and opened his arms out wide.
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She stood still and stared at him. There was a look in his eyes, a sinister sort of pleasure in her squirming
that put her off.
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He pursed his lips shrewdly and shrugged before turning around and continuing along the river.
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speak first, but the idea of the Cybermen crawling around the hotel like an infestation of ants freaked

her out more that she wanted to admit.
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humans. The Cybermen would never do that. They have no sense of drama, no imagination. They

wouldnQilG K @S S @ Sthey wokil haxd dpénly gbrie andl tivok the hotel and converted it, not

hidden themselves away and tried to slowly take over one person at a time. They are not very good at

being subtle. So, no. There is a very different mind at work here from that of the Cyberleader. Bloody

boring things, Cybermen.C2 2 f (G KSY Ay | 3L YS HeFspatct WditcahbOK & | dzii 2 Y
haughtiness that Xander decided to let the subject lie and they continued on in silence.
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Cade stuck close by the Doctor as he wove his way in between the Cynari, ducking his head in the collar
of his brown duster any time the Daleks seemed to be looking his way. He was moving quickly but, even
though he was a fairly tall man, the Amazonian height of Cynari ¢ even bent and broken as they were ¢
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He was moving with a purpose and eventually found his way to a Cynari woman who was tall even by
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white fabric and allowed her flowing fire red hair to show beneath.
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a{l Fedcedhas hdt smiled on my time as Matriarch. For all my perception, | did not think the Daleks

would ever descend upon us. What is to be gained by shooting down a weaponless city which offended
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gesturing ahead of them with a bruised, sooty hand. Cade noticed then that Azla had tucked her other

hand in close to her body and that her wrist seemed to be resting at an odd angle. There was dark blood
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Though her face was full of despair and quiet, there was hope and strength and there was no fear.
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He let the statement hang in the air as they continued along silently. They walked for something like a

mile into the deepening ravine, watching as the walls grew steeper and taller around them until they
walked in shadow on the floor of a deep canyon.

Ahead of them was a small stand of trees which grew in a splash of sunlight that reached the canyon

floor via a slice out of one of the canyon walls. They entered it, the Dalek guards who had been flanking

them moving forward to follow a flat path through the woods.
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seen it straight on. She silently prayed that no one else had noticed it and that it would run away, but

her heart sank like a stone as it flashed by again she watched as one of the Daleks noticed it as well.
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back.

Blue beams streamed into the woods with an ear-splitting wail. The first few missed and Cade had hope
for a moment that the unicorn might escape. But the animal was frightened out of its wits and, now that
the Daleks had backed it against the canyon wall, it had no other choice but to run at its attackers, horn
lowered like the lance of a jouster. It was no match for the Daleks. It shrieked when it was hit, a sound
so full of horror that it made Cade want to vomit, and it hit the ground heavily, dead.

Cade screamed again, angry tears streaming down her face, and the rational part of her brain no longer
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fast.
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away. Something had snapped inside her, and the old Matriarch stood no chance against the force of it.

The Daleks had not needed to kill that animal, just as they had not needed to bring down the city and kill

the Cynari. Cade wanted to tear them apart with her bare hands. She wanted to kill them all so badly
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All around her she could feel anger and hatred filling the air like a poison gas and she clenched her fists

until her nails cut into her soft palms and she breathed the poison in deep. Her vision went red and she

could feel her ragged breath, full of blood and rage, cutting her throat as she drew it in and out. She

could see nothing, hear nothing, feel nothing but rage.
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his hands on her face, cool against her skin, and she could feel his mind reaching through the anger,

trying to pull her free. He parted the red poison atmosphere and made a path for her to follow.

When her vision cleared, she found herself kneeling on the ground with the Doctor in front of her. A

trickle of blood was flowing from her nose and she wiped it away with the back of her shaking hand.

Beyond the Doctor now she could see that some of the Cynari had gone berserk. They were piled on the

Daleks, hitting the metal exoskeletons with rocks or with fists. Some of them were shot and fell

backwards, electrified, and hit the ground with a sick heavy sound like the unicorn had. But they were so

many and so frenzied that the four Daleks could not stand against them. The Daleks shrieked ¢ a sound

not unlike the one made by the creature they had slaughtered ¢ as the Cynari swarmed them and

cracked them open and destroyedthem® ¢ KS / @yl NAQa Se&Sasx Fff NBR FyR
blinked as they tore the Daleks apart.
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The Cynari who had not gone mad had all huddled in a crowd behind Azla, shrieking in fear and despair,
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After a short while ¢ when all four Daleks were well and truly dead - the mad CynariQd FNBy T A SR
movements began to slow, like limbs underwater, but their rage did not diminish. Cade could still feel it
washing over her, burning her eyes and fingertips and the angry cuts on her palms but now that she

knew what it was she could resist the tidal force that wanted to drag her down into a red rip current into
waters from which she could never surface.
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irises. As those untouched by the rage watched, horror stuck, the blood began to stream from their
eyes, pouring out like red tears and they fell, hollow, one by one to the ground and did not move again.

Azla fell to her knees and began a wailing prayer, clear saline tears forming in her eyes as she watched
the lost people dying before her.
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OThere was so much death in the Time Before. We wanted to live peacefully so that none of us would

have to die in this way.€
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inhibit it. And that is enough for us most of the time. It is like having a bowl in the rain. Things that

would anger us collect harmlessly within us. With time, they evaporate. But today has been a downpour
and the slaughter of a sacred animal was the drop thatmade Yl y& 2 F Y& LJS2LJX S 2 OSNF
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Cade turned to follow him but Azla held her back a moment.
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The tall matriarch then released her and began shepherding her people away in the direction of her
escape route as Cade took off after the Doctor.
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The river Xander and the Master followed led down into the foothills of a small mountain. The Master
began bounding up the rocky terrain without so much as a word of explanation or a care for her opinion.
This irked her more than it mightusuat f @ R2 FyYRYX (K2dZAK &KS RARY QU g1t yi

complaining, she had to make a comment.
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foot on the uneven ground.
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His eyes burned and she was afraid of him in that moment but her fear passed and so did her anger. She
felt she suddenly was able to put together some of the pieces she had been gathering.
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out of some moment of insanity | got myself stuck with a narcissistic megalomaniac whose insane drive
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to best an old rival is the exact thing that always trips him at the finish line every time he gets close
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accumulated as the Master loomed over her. She looked back upathim. a1 246 Yl y@ hel A YSa KI a
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G hKZ &haeystdhd? Itwas clear from the first that the two of you are adversaries of some sort. And
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still bet that he got the better of you. Just as he always does. That mustd S F NHzaShie blkildd A y I d ¢
perversely and looked straight into his burning eyes, then walked around him and continued climbing.
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The Master waved his hand smugly and stepped aside to reveal an opening in the side of the mountain
that definitely had not formed naturally. It looked as if it had been cut into the rock with very
sophisticated equipment, making the opening a perfect rectangle. The walls just inside the opening also
seemed to be plated with a refined metal of some sort, a glossy white color like the inside of some kind
of institution.
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filling his voice has he glared pointedly at her through half-lidded eyes.

GCAYSZ R2Sashollkd2d oSOy W25 GKS ¢ NRAa y26KE

GD2 o0l ORE: K& HKBGKSNI KA&d AYONBRdAZ AGeé 41 & 3ISydzaiyS$S
back now! We have a duty to investigate and find out whether this truly is the source or if it is some
unrelated complex structure cut into the mountains by someone other than the Flower Children who
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He walked away, heading down the slight incline of the hallway that extended beyond the opening.

Xander wanted to stay outside just to spite him but she felt utterly useless standing next to a rock and

simply looking into the mysterious institution inside the mountain. After a moment she followed him.
GCNRAIKNBY ERXzZK¢E KS alFART g GOKAY3a KSNI gAGK GK2&S A
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walked past him.

They walked down the bare white hallway for some time before it leveled off and the hallway grew
wider and began branching off. The further along they walked, the stranger and more unreadable the
Master became, as if a pall had fallen over him and stifled even his arrogance.
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from the walls themselves shining on the veiled expression on his face and leaving it still inscrutable.
Xander began to think that there was something very wrong in this place and she felt her skin crawl as
the sickened echoes of their footsteps bounced off the unnatural walls that suddenly felt very heavy and
close.

The Master began trying doors, flinging them open with a force that made Xander worry that he really
was afraid of something in this complex. The first few he opened held nothing. Half of them even
seemed to be unfinished, lacking the white covering that the inner walls had and showing the exposed
rock that made up the mountain into which the halls were cut. A few of them had some equipment,
computers and scanners and a lot of things Xander did not recognize at all. Most were just empty.
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As they were leaving one of the empty rooms with a wall of exposed rock, they heard a strange
crumbing sound and then a thud. The Master hurried back and threw the door open, prepared with a
hard, suspicious expression.

Inside the room, tumbled in a pile and covered with dirt and crumbled rock fragments, were the Doctor
and Cade. A few feet above them, high on the raw stone part of the wall, was an opening that looked
like it had a very sharp blade. The only flaws were the broken edges in the soft stone where,
presumably, the pair had fallen through the hole to land on the unforgiving cement floor.
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Xander felt there was something odd about Cade. She diRY Qi &aSSY jdzAGS KSNESt F3 f .
equilibrium or something. She noticed the Doctor also looking at Cade with some concern as he tried to
hide behind shaking the dust out of his long coat.
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where is it we got in, anyway? You look like you came through the front door. Have you seen anything
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not seem to be rid of about the eerie corridors.
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to this place, as if | had been here before though | feel | would remember if | had come to this
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The Doctor stood still and took that statement in for a moment. Then, not really being a man who

enjoyed being stationary, brushed by the Master and Xander and out into the hall.

Once there he stopped again and sniffed the air. He opened his mouth and breathed in, looking as if he
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After a moment of this, him standing oblivious to the strange stares he was getting from even the

Master, he appeared to the come to some conclusion.
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exhausted and there was a strange look in her eyes, as if a shadow hung over them.
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They followed the Doctor onward down the hall. Though he had seemed to insinuate that he had never
been in this facility before, he moved through the hallways and turnings as if he had designed the place
himself.

Finally he led them into a huge chamber with a high ceiling. The walls were lined with large specimen
tanks clouded with condensation and on concentric counters and work spaces was a collection of
devices like the ones Xander had seen in some of the storage rooms for which she could only imagine
the purposes.

The Doctor and the Master exchanged an uncomfortable knowing glance as the girls wandered out into
the echoing room.

Xander went directly to the first tier of scientific equipment. She looked into the eyepiece of something
that resembled a microscope and, though she had a decent knowledge of biology, she could not make
heads or tails of the organism waving about on the slide. It was like nothing she had ever seen before,
changing shape and color as it moved in the tiny droplet underneath the lenses.

Cade had moved off toward the tanks that lined the wall. Not really thinking what she might find, she

used the undamaged left sleeve of her shirt to wipe away the condensation on the cold glass. She let out

a little yelp when she saw what was inside.
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The creature, a humanoid with a domed head rather like a potato and three-fingered hands like those of

a chameleon, appeared to be dead and suspended in a bluish liquid. It had small, precise cuts on its

chest and arms and it was naked, though there was nothing but flat skin where humanoid genitalia
would presumably be.
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He had moved on to the next tank and wiped away the mist to clear a view to the inside. This tank was

larger than the first and stretched back deep into the wall and it was almost entirely full with a huge

crustacean. It looked like a giant crab, empty beady eyes sitting on stalks in the blue fluid that made the

red-brown shell of the crab look pale.
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behind him. He found in the other tanks a pair of Cybermen, one missing his head, three Daleks with

different parts of their casings pried off, a Zygon, a Slitheen, and an Ice warrior with surgical incisions in

them as well.
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4! YR & K didyoS thihk €his Wag Doctor?é aidia voice from the far side of the room. There
stood a woman dressed in a long white lab coat which was left open in the front to reveal a dark red
shirt with a gold pattern along the bottom, like a sari, and black pants with pretty yet businesslike boots
peeking out from beneath the hem. She looked Indian, with dark hair and warm brown skin and a small
diamond stud on the left side of her nose but her accent sounded more like English and her voice had a
harshness hidden in its pleasant round sound.

Both the Doctor and the Master stared at her unabashedly, looking at her as if she was a ghost.
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The Master seemed to recover himself first and he sauntered towards her, only a slight tremor of
uncertainty in his gait as he made his way across the room.
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asked the Doctor, his voice trailing off before he could finish his sentence.
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battles for them. Funny, the wanted me to perform the exact same experiments that | had been exiled

for in order to help them with their war effort. Wonderfully hypocritical lot, the High Council, using their
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how | feel about the Council and, still more to the point, how | feel about working for someone other
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OActually | prefer to say that | declined working with an organization that would have ordered me to the
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back into their arms even though he was one of the worst criminals to spring from our race since before

the days of Rassilon. And all because they thought he could save them, that we could save them.
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She did not answer but merely smiled and turned towards a large curtain at the back of the room, set
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the place where the strange woman was standing.
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propensity toward genetic manipulation and biochemical experimentation on living beings that the Time

Lord High Council did not approve of. She was banished from home even before | was. She is right about
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in her stomach, which had not yet been wrong, was warning her that she did not want to see what was

beyond that curtain.
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first, but when their eyes adjusted they could see down into a very sterile, white operating theatre.

There was a steel table with instruments of every description neatly organized on its surface. There was,

in addition to the extra-bright shine of the white luminescent walls, a very large adjustable lamp over

the operating table, as well as a line of lights along the wall. But this alone would not have terrified

them. It was the patient, the creature on the operating table that sent chills up their spines and made

them want to run.
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of those creatures brought here and | used them. | manipulated DNA and grew the parts | wanted and
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back breathing somewhat laboriously. It was a massive thing, all hulking thick limbs and a barrel chest,

probably about the size of a truck. One huge arm ending in a massive three-fingered hand lay still at its

side while the other arm, the giant claw of the Macra, was propped up on a rolling instrument table

which had been set beside the bed for just that purpose. The shell of a Macra also seemed to cover its

shoulder and its chest like a suit of armor. Its head was round and hard looking, like that of a Sontaran

but its color and skin were more like that of a Dalek, with the same wide, darting eyes and flapping

tentacles as that creature. Its legs were simple looking, appearing to be something like those of a human

only much larger. But the Doctor could see that the look of them was just a little too shiny and perfect

and he could tell it wasthesemi-2 2 f ARAFASR WFf SAaKQ 2F | yshapedfiitg yd LG C
legs at will. Even if it had not been for all of the other dangerous parts it was made up of, this one

feature would be enough to make this Chimera into a very frightening creature.
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converting people. You experimented on them to make sure that cyborg components could be retro-fit
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creature itself, just provide power to a positronic brain and a set of mechanized organs. But | never
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What regeneration are you on now? Nine, ten? My current regeneration brought an interest in robotics

which, when combined with my abiding facility for genetic engineering and biochemistry resulted in my
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the Doctor and the Master were focused on the Rani, but the two humans both noticed that the
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The Master was quiet a moment, assessing the steely faced Rani and the Doctor.
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has happened between us, how could you want to destroy me now? Those of us in this room are the last
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you felt the need to meddle in every civilization you landed in and correct all the things you thought
were wrong simply because you were a Timelord and the might of TimelLord society made you right.
And after they were all gone, you felt that you were responsilie for superintending all the younger races
because you were the last of a people who thought that imposing their own moral beliefs on other
cultures was the right thing to do. You were so indoctrinated with the power of TimeLord society that
you carried on as your own High Council even after they were all gone. And you used to think you were
such a rebel, going against the TimeLord rule of noninterference. You were playing into their hands the
whole time, and even though they are all dead now, you still play their game like a pawn. | will not feel
such a blindly loyal burden when | am the last. | will be free of your meddling and so finally rid myself
and the galaxy of the scourge of the TimeLords and their arrogant belief that they know what is best for
everyone. | will be free. Free of my former failures and free of a moral code to which | never subscribed
but which tried to change me into something | was not. | will be rid of the High Council just as once they
0K2dAKG GKS& 6SNB NAR 2F YSoé
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over and manipulate them not morally but biologicallywith no regard for them. You consider yourself a

higher form of life with the right to do what you wish with them because you are a TimelLord. How does

that fall in with your little justification? How long have you been on this planet, concealing yourself from

me and playing with the biochemistry of its people? You altered them so that they could not control
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bring it all flooding back. You played with these people as if you were a god. How dare you do a thing

like that and then set yourself to killing me because ImeRRf S K ¢
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of beasts, unable to keep their anger in check. | altered their biochemistry to allow them to live without
killing one another every moment but | left them a reservoir as a reminder of what they had been

without me. | made them the peaceful, artistic, kind people that you came to have an affection for on
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to stand up.

The Doctor ignored her, so consumed was he in his confrontation withthe Rani. & | Y R 2 dzéithat K2 6 A &
you hid yourself from me when | was here last? You seem to have made this your base of operations

and you seem to know what happened when | was here before, so you must have been here. | should
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deserted during the war? | know things were confused back then, but they would not have thought you
haddiedifé 2dz KIFI Ry Qi ® {2 K2¢g KI @S @2dz YIylFr3ISR (2 | @2AR

GL KFE@S FTy20KSNJ Fffeé ¢K2 L R2y QO GKAY]l GKIFIG @2dz K
G,2dz Y2aid tA1Ste gAtft 0SF2NB (KS RFeé Aa 2dzieo 1S O

(Did we get stuck in a definiteaNJi A Of S  O2 y @Sy (iThébyctérs the mhsterRhe RahiyhB S NXP &
Trickster. Does anyone outherenot¥ SSf (G KS ySSR (2 Lizi I WIiKSQ Ay FNJ

Goy2dAK GFt1Ay3aZé &FAR GKS wlyA I2F aKSNILINRR dEDSIRG P
GAYS (2 adFrNI dKAa GKAy3I®dé {KS (221 K2fR 2F GKS f
she did, the Chimera in the recessed operating theatre suddenly got a jolt of energy and jumped to its

feel, its movements becoming fluid and easy and fast as it made for the stairs leading up to the room in

which the TimelLords and the humans were currently standing.

7 A 1%

452002NH¢ /RS 88t LISRE AINIoO6oAy3d GKS ok O] 2F Kia O

The Doctor spun about and saw the w | Y hifdeka bdrreling up the stairs on four thick legs, like those
of an elephant. Underneath its Dalek tentacles was a large round mouth full of teeth that was bellowing
out a sound he had never heard the like of before and he did not stop to think what being the Rani had

46



stolen that feature from as he herded Cade and Xander behind him and frantically tried to work out
what to do.
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genes of its body so physical damage will mean almost nothing and the mechanoid parts are shielded
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The creature loomed but held still casting its huge shadow over its four prospective victims and waited
for its next order.
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its generation and a lot of their brain chemistry. If | let this creature become enraged all the Cynari on

this planet will be empathically linked with it and they will not be able to stop themselves from sharing
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you will have caused the death of an entire civilization. Do you really want that on your conscience yet
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She thought for a moment, glancing at the girls and consideringthem. 6 L Qf £ & LJ} NB GKSY ¢
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traitor to her ideas as | am. Even though you did run off in the end as well.£
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their eyes with a stern look and a short shake of his head. Once they were safely standing behind the
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are a bit strange to me, sort of Thunderdome battle of brawn kind of thing. Not really my area of
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The Master inched closer to the Doctor.

47



G2 KIGQa @2 dzNJKA A ayAKyET KASy aK S RBx2 Ol 2 NR&a S NI
GENB y20 G2 3ISG 1AffSRPE
G! yYRKE

G¢KFGQa lo2dzi Fff LQ@S 3I20 2dzad G GKS Y2YSyi dé

G, 2dz aK2dzZA R LINRPolofée 62N} 2y OGKIFG | oAl dé
Gt Neollofed DAGS YS | $SS13x £SG YS 3aASG ol O] (2 &2dz

GhK ad2NBX KIFI@S @2dzNJ LIS2L)X S OFff YAySoé
The Rani hit her little remote control and the Chimera began to barrel towards them.
awdzy HE

They ran in different directions and for a moment the Chimera looked confused as to which to follow
but the Rani just calmly flipped a switch and the creature turned and followed after the Master.
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The Doctor stopped running and watched as the Chimera easily caught the Master up and swiped at him

with the giant Macra claw that was its left arm. The Master jumped aside, barely avoiding the snapping

claw and fumbled in his jacket pockets for something. After a moment he produced his laser screwdriver

and turned it on the Chimera. Hesliced RS SLJ 3+ aK Ayid2 GKS / KAYSNI Qa ak
back, its three-fingered hand pressed up against the cauterized wound.
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the roaring beast before him. But the unnatural sound issuing from its frightening mouth subsided after

a moment and, when it moved its giant hand, there was no wound beneath. Its flesh had regenerated

and there was not even a mark left from where the laser had cut deep into its shoulder.
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The Chimera swung its claw across one of the concentric tables, scattering microscopes and scientific

equipment across the floor. It reached out and grabbed the Master with its Sontaran hand before he

could get out of reach and it threw him. He landed hard on his back and slid backwards until his head
O2yySOUGSR ¢gAGK GKS £S3 2F 2y S 2 Mmovelfét SfewdrdnfeS Y G NA O A
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running toward the Master. The Doctor, too, was running towards the Chimera and the other Timelord,

who was lying motionless on the floor.
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answered him and for a minute the whole scene swam before his eyes.
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The Doctor felt a strange shifting, a dissociation, and then found himself in a misty, grayish non-space.
The air ¢ or, technically, the lack thereof ¢ tasted of bitter nothingness and the Doctor looked around for
the resident of this little patch of non-existence.
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He laughed, a sound like dead leaves crushed underfoot. The mist swirled and a tall figure clad in a long

dark robe stood before the Doctor, his face hidden in the shadow of his heavy black hood.
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laboratory, instruments all thrown about and the hulking Chimera standing in the middle of it. The

Master was thrown off to the side and Xander and Cade were running towards the fray as the Rani stood

placidly operating the little remote control. It was just as it had been when he had been whisked off,
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out. Events will unfold as if you had never been involved. And therewif f 0SS / KI 2 & ¢
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first learned about me? Why waste time and ally yourself with the Rani and draw me here into this fight
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are like the path of destruction left by a boulder that has not yet rolled down the hill. But how were you

created? How is something like you even fashioned? And you have to go around pulling people out of

dangerous situations and making them choose, and the potential energy of the choice not made fuels
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over my life, decide to accept your proposal to have never been born, youget all of my potential energy.
Everything | would have done is negated and all of that chaos and power goes directly to you.€
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would be more than enough to make you corporeal and take you out of this abstract non-existence
forever® €
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your Tardis. The Rani came here because she needed a place to hide from you while she made all of
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have helped during my life up to their own devices? Many of them will suffer huge disasters without me
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there. The Earth! The Earth will be destroyed in the Nineteen Eighties by Cybermen and Mondas or by
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only planet to suffer from my absence, and | have to think of that while | make this decision. It is not
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and to have that all undone carries more consequences than even | can think of right now.£€
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destroyed or did harm to simply because he was trying to get to you. The places that fell apart in the

- W

R o0& @&

wake of your interference. The people the Rani has destroyed in her pursuit of you. And the victims of
countless others of the enemies you have made over the course of your life. They would be saved by
your never having been born. Whereas this planet is sure to die a complete and horrifying death should
you choose to live through your current predicament. Not to mention the Master and your Human
FNASYRE ®¢

GL adzZlll2aS @2dz NS NAIKGZ¢é KS &4FART (GKS FI10Sa 27
his eyes. There had been so many, so many good people who had died despite all his good intentions.

And there had been so many planets that suffered because of him.1 S KI R NMzZA Yy SR LJX | ySi a
lives throughout his existence but the fact that he had meant no harm was now of no consolation to

him. All those wrongs could be undone if he agreed to let the Trickster remove him from time. But

would the good and evil he had done all balance out when he was no longer part of the history of the

universe? What about the people | did save? What about the Earth andthe Oodl YR | £ f G KS 2 (GKS
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place you left. You think yourself so unique that another with your ideas could never be created.€
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change shape under your absence and be powerless to effect any changes to its new courd S @ ¢
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Cade felt her headache worsen severely and a piercing blue light seemed to flash over everything. She
stumbled and fell to her knees, for a moment forgetting where she was and what she was doing. When

she looked up, she could see that Xander was feeling the same thing, her fingers pressed against her
temples and her eyes tight shut.
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doubt you are feeling some confusion just now. That will pass and your mind will compensate. It is
currently tryingto hold two time-2 A NS Y& FyR Ad A& dzyadz2NB ¢KAOK aK?2dz
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across the room behind her, beyond the Chimera standing still, Cade could see the Master roll over and

clutch his head as well, though whether it was from the same thing she and Xander were suffering or

because he had been thrown backagaA ya i F YSiGlf GFro6fS £S3 aKS RARYyQI
relief to see that he was alive.
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Almost as if on cue, there was a loud crack that split the air and filled the room with the smell of ozone.

A black gash appeared, dark electricity sparking all around it.
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Inside of the black gash they could all see a figure beginning to form, all thick black clothes and a hooded
face. Long white fingers clasped and unclasped each other as the form grew more solid.
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can contain him here while the bulk of the chaos passes. He will catch only enough to manifest and no
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his powers are no longer abstract. He will no longer require your agreement to make changes. He could
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into her head, one with and one without the Doctor. She had somehow compartmentalized them

because her mind could find no way to reconcile them with one another. But she had a feeling that this

was no longer the cause of her pain.
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Xander glanced at Cade and then back at the Time Lords and the widening black slice in the air, then
quickly made her way over to Cade.
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Cade did not reply but glanced pointedly at the Rani. Her head was throbbingnowandd KS 02 dzf Ry Qi
make herself speak but she had a plan. Xander nodded, hoping Cade had not lost her mind.

Cade could feel anger welling up like a sea around her mind, strong enough almost to wash her away.
But she held on to the control that the Doctor had lent her and waded in. Thousands upon thousands of
Cynari were now living in a world where they had never been reconditioned to live without rage, and
they were so full of it now they were practically bursting. And Cade, who had once been allowed contact
with their minds had never been shut out and was left swimming in red new anger that made her head
ache so painfully she had trouble thinking. But she kept the Doctor in her mind and she knew, somehow,
that if she could make herself channel it she could save him, bring him back and heal the wounds dealt
to time by his absence.

There was blood in her head, so much blood rushing up that she felt like her skin could not hold her in.

She screamed and the sound reverberated so painfully in her head that she collapsed onto her knees.

But she could feel it now, the partially digitized mind of the Chimera. Part of its brain was a computer,

but part of it was organic and it was based on the Cynari brain and so full of their brain chemistry that it
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outside the compound, but she opened herself, and all those Cynari, up to the Chimera and flooded its

brain with rage. And then she let it go.
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had showed her last time. She reached up and touched her face, watching her hand almost as if it was
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not a part of her, and felt the blood that was streaming from her nose. The Rani was yelling and the

Chimera continued to scream and change the shape of its legs at random as it thrashed its huge arms
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as Cade clung to consciousness.

Now Xander saw her opening. The Rani was standing in front of her, fumbling with the remote and

snarling as the Chimera tossed itself about, shaking with rage. Drawing on the few years of kick-boxing

shehadi | { Sy aKS agAFfate RSIfG KSNIof26r 1AO1AY3I GKS
and pinned them behind her back. The Rani screamed almost like the beast she had made and she
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The remote itself skidded away across the smooth floor and came to a stop not far from where the
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over to it, scooping it up and running. Once he felt far enough away from the enraged beast he stopped

and looked at the controls for a minute, then began flipping switches. The Chimera had begun to calm

down a little, though even Cade in her weakened, foggy state could see the greenish black blood seeping

from the corner of its mouth as it continued to take its diminishing fury out on the empty instrument

tables.

The Master flipped a switch and, with only minor resistance, the Chimera obeyed and solidified its legs

into one matched shape and brought its arms to a stop.
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The figure in the gash, the Trickster, was raising his arms and reaching out, his arms now extending
beyond the gash and looking more and more solid as the moments passed. They could now begin to
make out the words he was saying with hissing joyous expectation.
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the gash. The Trickster did not seem to really be able to see it coming because he continued his grating

declarations and waved his long Nosferatu fingers out in front of him as if he had never seen anything so

amazing. ¢ KS / KAYSNI Qa KSI@ge az2fAR £S8S3a8 OFNNASR AG G2
could see it and it screamed out in frustrated horror. Dark lightning lanced out of the gash and into the

Chimera and the blackness swallowed everything for a few moments and there was only the dark spot

and the chorus of screams from both the creatures. Then the gash disappeared and the Chimera fell to

the floor, damaged and alone.

But not for long. After a moment, another translucent figure appeared beside the fallen Chimera. At first
they could not tell what it was, and then pinstripes and red converse became visible. Cade pulled herself
to her feet, still feeling a little nauseous, and watched as the Doctor became fully solid again. And, as
with the moment when he disappeared, Xander and Cade felt a sharp pain in their heads as their brains
attempted to acclimate to the changing time-stream.
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have been created if it had been exposed to the full force of the alteration made to time outside of this
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and when its physical presence collided with the Trickster just as he was about to fully manifest himself,

it was like two opposite yet equal forces. They cancelled each other out and everything was forced to
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Just then, the Doctor caught sight of the Rani who, being now released, was trying to sneak away
towards the back of the room.
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and whether or not you agreed with them when they were alive, that still means something. There are

three of us so none of us has to be alone. We donQ i S @ $o\éperid b 168 & time together but | do
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every bird and beast you walk by. We will meet again and when we do it will not be as fellows, but as
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For a moment it seemed as if she had lost her mind, but all became clear when the familiar vwarping

sound resounded in the round room and the supply cabinet faded and disappeared.
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fit in with whatever environment it lands in, so that it can be inconspicuous, unlike a giant blue box
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d h NJ LIS NK | 1tB& Magtér,ihdldéng u@ thekrdmote tauntingly just as, out of the corner of his eye,
the Doctor could see the Chimera getting up on its changing feet. All of the burns and scorches that had

covered its body were now healed, thanks to the regenerative element coded into its DNA by the Rani.
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But before the Master could do anything, Xander kicked his hands and sent the remote flying again, only
this time it hit a wall and fell to the floor in pieces. The Chimera, now released from the control of
outside instructions, allowed its legs to become fully fluid and it sank to the floor in exhaustion.
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A white light then enveloped the Master, flooding the room so that the other three could not see
anything at all for several seconds. And when the light faded and their eyes were able to adjust, a small
old man with a long white beard was standing where the Master had been.
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remember nothing. He had inferred too much about his own future for me to allow him to attempt to go
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The old man nodded and was gone as quickly as he had come.
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keep the universe in balance® &

S jusklshgw up after all this and just disappear the Master and put him back where he came from
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G 9Aal A I £ & Diffle friasHating, thbughObecause he could have done it at any time. He could

have fixed it the minute the Trickster pulled him out of time and just snapped him right back into place,

but he let it all go by and waited until the last moment to justyank himout.! YR y 2 ¢ KSQa KIFIR (:
his memory, too. | had rather hoped that things could change, that it could be different now, after all of
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go around and do whatever you want. And we just have to let you do it because we are just lowly
humans® L G Q& oOdzf f AKAG Pé
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White Guardian as you are. | was his personal game piece for a while there, a long time ago now. So you
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complicated at best and she had never come to trust him but for him to just be taken away without so

much as a word bothered her more than she would have thought several hours ago. And even though

he had nearly betrayed them in the end, she felt a strange sort of affection for him and already missed

their banter. She walked over to broken remote she had kicked away from him and stepped on it,

crushing the plastic casing and exposing all the little red and blue wires that were the innards of the little

machine.

Cade, still a little unsteady and feeling only slightly less nauseous, walked slowly over to the Doctor. She

looked straight at him, an angry glint in her eyes, and shoved him as hard as she could.

Gl 2 O02dzA R &2dz 2dzAIK Sa dzNRIOV RININKE ] & KEKIRBYt ¥ RSR® da
yourself up for us without even stopping to think how we might feel about it? Who do you think you are,
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The Doctor stood back, more than a little stunned at herattA 1 dZRS® G ! KX y 23 LQY &2 NNE
G52y Q0 R 8he glaikd at hilnlfok a/rdhéte more before a little smile curled onto her lips. & L QY
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it up for just anything.

He smiledback® a! ff NARIKIGZ L 62y Qi d¢

She reached out and grabbed his hand as she had what seemed like days ago on the slope of the ravine.
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He squeezed her hand in his and his smile grew broader, even as sad memories began to float to the
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the floor with its three-fingered Sontaran hand laid over its eyes, almost as if to shield them.
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actually wants to do anyone any harm. Also, its brain is so much like that of the Cynari that | think,
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much stress its body can really take, having been manufactured from a hodgepodge of parts and taken
out for its first test drive only today. Time for us to get going anyway, | think.£

They made their way out of the underground compound and all the way back to the Tardis without
incident. The walkseemeda G NJ y3Stf & akK2NI | FGSNIIff GKIFIG GKS@& K&
underground complex. It was almost like nothing at all had happened and they were just taking an early

morning hike. From the ease with which they made their return journey, no one would think that they

had been through a reality-altering ordeal inside of that mountain and lost one of their number in the

process.

When they did reach the clearing in which sat the Tardis, they saw a small group of Cynari waiting for
them, Azla among them.
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more than those that we saw. There were none in the ship when we searched it. And now the ship is
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underground compound in the eastern mountains beyond the ravine. You can find an entrance in the

foothills near the river. At the bottom of it is a creature who will be in need of some caring friends. It
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Azla clasped hands with Cade and Xander again and then made her way out onto the forest path, her
white robes flowing out behind her as she walked. Her people followed her, though some of them gave
Cade a small strange smile as they passed, knowing somehow that they had shared something very
frightening and very profound with her and that they had been an aid to her in a time of need, just as
she had been to them.
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from his pocket and pushed it into the lock. The door creaked open inwards and he lead the way. Cade
and Xander followed.

The console room seemed strange to them, its warm light shining on them as they stepped onto the
metal grates of the floor. It seemed even stranger now than it had the first time they had stepped inside.
It might have been the knowledge that this mysterious machine, coupled with the mysterious man who
was already fiddling with the controls on the round console, had somehow taken them out of the
ordinary lives that they had been living and now it was taking them back. They both knew that nothing
would be the same for them again since they had first seen the tall coral buttresses and the strange
clear column that rose and fell like the chest of a breathing creature. Even if they were never to see it
again, they both knew that it had changed their lives.
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& wonder what will happen at the hotel now, with so many of the managersgone> ¢ alF AR - | YRSNJ |
stepped out of the Tardis and back into the darkened New Paltz parking lot she had left behind a
lifetime ago.
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expired. It sounds like insanity. Who will even believe it?¢

At does kinda sound like a story you would see in Weekly World News or something, right next to an
article about Bat Boy cleaning up all of Argentina® ¢

The Doctor hung back, just inside the door to the Tardis as the two girls disembarked. After a few steps
they realized that he was not going to follow them.
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think of what she wanted, could not make her words express how she felt. After a moment she laughed.
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chance to prove that their little blue box really can fly through space and time before | shut them
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was that made his heart so heavy all the time. It could be the accumulated pain of all his lifetimes, but

she got the feeling it was something more specific. Still, she respected the fact that he did not want to
bare his pain and let him be.
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away. She felt in her heart how alone he was and she wished that she could do something for him. She

was only happy that she had kept her voice from shaking when she had spoken to him and that she had
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feeling that she never would see him again in this life.
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signs, had seen that knowing sadness in the smile on the face of the White Guardian. He knew

something was coming, and it would be wrong to ask them to share his own disaster. But the rightness
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of his choice comforted him very little when he shut the doors of the Tardis and began to program his
next destination with only the silence of the console room and his own loneliness for company.
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