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The dreams always the same.
I %@ a white room, laid out on a gurnell of the restraits clinched tight, preventingny movement.
The only thing he can hear is his own heartbeat and panicked breathing.

Something bad is going to ppen, his dream self knows that just as well as his conscioud kelf.
problem is, mly his consciouse#f knows what the bad thing ibjs dream self dag y Q i Stteryh@v Y |
much he wishes he could.
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running down his arms and legs, pain throbbing in time with his heartbeat.
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He stops screaming when he starts to choke, tears running down the side of his face and into his hair, a
mix of frustration and desperation.

It seems like itbeen hours since he stopped screaming when the door opens, a frantic looking woman
stumbling across to him and tugging at the bindings holding hitheéded until they come loos¢. K S Q &
shaking and mutteringhie same thing under her breativer and oveagain.

It takeswhat seems to ban eternity but finally she managéo release his arms and chest, allowing

him to reach his legs to remove those restraints even as she manages to focus enough to give him a set
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down her cheeks.

His clothes are waitinfpr him on the other side of the door, so he dresses quickly, not really noticing as
the woman flees the room, leaving him alone; not seeming to care whether or not he had heard what
she had told him.

| SQa &2 NBt AhahiiRmaie2reedirdn the feRr&ints2aid the white room, only, when he
walks out into the corridor, he finds himself stepping from one nightmare to another.
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He comes awake suddenly, still screaming in the darkness®fdiy N2 2 Y®d | SQa dza SR G2
so he gets up, takes a shower and heads out.

¢CKSNBQa y2 LRAydG Ay GNBAYy3I G2 32 o601 G2 atf $SLo

And besides, he has work to do.
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Three days had passsihce Gwen had officially terminated her investigatioto the relationship
0SG6SSyYy [/ I NRATTQa ny¥ght@erifsysmked, #iMng \2hiftie rifl-hgdibeen i€l&tively
quiet, with just a few harmlespieces of technology turning wg random spots throughout the city
What that meant washat Jack was getting stless, which almost always letwllanto bealing the brunt
of his frustration; me way or another.
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their activities in his head, before he pressed on, refusing to be distracted form hisgoiktl G4 Q& y 20 Y&
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close to what waseeded to actually have an impact.
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If he went home and sleph hisownbed, hg 2 dzft R 2yt & 3S{ | befoé thédiearhsy K 2 dzNX
startedup again, which ultimately meant a sleepless nighihen he stayed with Jack the other nad
proximity seemed to stave off the dreams, allowing him some amount of undisturbed sleep.
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retreat again soon.
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Jack gave him a suspicious lookdpe giving in andurning back to his newspaper as lanto headed to
0KS O2FFSS YIOKAYS:Y GKS 20KSNBR ¢2dzZ R 0SS Ay azz2y |
get though the mornin@ meetings.
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Threenights later Jack finally decided to tak®tters into his own hands, driving lanto horaed
escorting him into his flat.dss because he dog=Q i G NHzA G LIy d2 FyR Y2NB 06SOId
asleep on his desk in the archives two hours after the othexd left for home.
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though, in a strange way, having Jack scold him like his mother used to.
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G, 2dz KIS yeappdared iRtieétbedwibntdporway, five minutes after he ordered lanto to
strip and get into bed, clearly baffled that lanto had no food in the house.
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pillow he had buried his face in.
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he could lie on his back on top of the covers.
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Maybe.
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lanto jerked awake, breathing heaxilOpening his eyes, he frownedh€elceiling was further away than
it was meant to be, he was sure. The bed was a lot less comfortable than he remembered as well.

He rolled onto his side, seeking a more comfortable position and came face to face with the bottom of
his bed. That, he thouglsomewhat fuzzily, explained a lot.

He lay there for a while, waiting for his breathing to settle and the dull ache to recede somewhat before
he made a move to start getting ready for work. It felt like his body was just one big bruise, but then
consideing the fact that he had hardwood flooring in his bedroom, which he rolled off his bed onto, it
grayQid Fff GKFEG 60A3 | adz2NLINAaSo



lanto showered quickly, shaving without really looking in the mirror, before stumbling back out into his
bedroom, finally thinkng to check the clock he was dressed and ready to leave the flat in the next ten
minutes, he would only be slightly late, not that anyone else would notice. He was always in at least an
hour before the others; so that he could get the morning roundsalbefore the real workday began.

The phone in the Tourist Office started to ring as he stepped through the door, which was never a good
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of; though that had more to do with the fact that Jack owed her than anything else.
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She hung up without waiting for an answer, leaviagto to glare at the handset for a momentfbee
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down his inbox.
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his pocket for his mobile, it would be easier to just sent a text to the others.
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tourists today.
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Something was killing peoplspmething was ripping people to shreds and then dumping the bodies in
places vhere some unsuspecting member of the public was bound to stumble across tlanem

And whatever was responsible, tiiewas no doubtinJatkd YAYR GKIF GO AG g ayQi Kdz
0KIFG AG ¢jbkto hikim iBidovin Sind ¥t6pat.dF good.

G h K & 2 R&iBoéd, covering her mouth with orfeand andturning away from the gruesome sight,
swallowing hard against her raising nauseat K 1 Qa K2 NNAOf Soé

Tosh gave the other woman a mildly sympathetic look before returning her attention to her scanner,
frowning at the results that it was showing.



dveah¢ wen agreed idly as he crouchddwn beside the remains and using a stick to prod them,

turning a few of the piecesovEr Ay a LSOOG Ay 3 (KS g2dzyRad 1S FTNRSYSREZ
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the police tape though the tent entrance.
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managedo dig up, tkere have been threethers just like this in the last month. Only up until now, they
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quickly, unwilling to stay in such close proximity to the body for any longer than shedhé&mde
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Gwen winced, eyes flicking unintentionally in the directof the body. She closed her eyes, taking a
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out on the gurney, nose wrinkling as the smell reached hmntally comparing what she was seeing to

the crime scene photos she had been poring over for the past fio&rS K I Ry Qi tM&dodyt & € 2 2
g KAt S UK SheQdenegdHs Snyhentlased space making the smell of blood far too stréné. S Q R

needed to escape theunning debate between Gwen and Jack. Gwen seemed sure that these deaths
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blow and rather feeble argumeniack rarely felt the need to create cases for them fosiccupyhis

self.
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Tosh hesitated, glancing back at the main area of thevilodre Jack and Gwen were still arguing in
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winning the next.

2SStttz L OFly (Stf &2dz G4KIFIG GKSNBEQa y2 gte& || 2SSPA
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That and whoever this is seems to kiking them somewhere else and then dumping them in selected
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try a broader search, but considering how close together the sites are, there could be a lot of people
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They both nodded their understandingyrhing to go back to work just as the alarms sounded, alerted
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Once everyone who had requested a drink had been thus supplied, lanto made his wajodbe
autopsy bayo offer his services to Owen.
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torso, the bite wounds clearly distinguishable from the claw marks.
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There was something oddly familiar about those marks, tugging at some half remembered memory.
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himself watching on his rare days off, or in one of the files in the archives. He frowned, idly running a list

of animalistic aliens though his head and ticking off the defining characteristics of each. None of them

fit, at least not fromwhathe co® NBYSYO0SNE KSQR KIF@S (2 aSid dzd I a¢

After a momentOwen looked ugrom his examination of the body, dumping the usslpelnto the
sharps bin.
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lanto mentally calculated the amount of time that would take, eying the wounds in question critically,
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one of thescanners to digitally map the wounds and we could compare them that way, it would
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lanto nodded before heading off to fetch the necessary equipment. Between the two of them they
would probably manage to get it done a lot quicker than either of themnld alone.
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match the one set of teethplr sets of claws though, judging from those wounds, so it could be two
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@ 2dzQR U K A yould g yidiicdd/s8lking aboudr something like a dogvith four legs. From

the evidence on the bodies two sets of claws were used more than the others, which supports that
better than fourarms¢ KSNBE Q& y20KAy3I Ay (GKS | NOKA@Sa GKFG Y
that either of us could find.
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was starting to seriously question why they were even investigating the case. lanto winced faintly,

glancing towards Jack, before settling his gazebd2aA y i (G261 NR&d (G(KS OSY(GNB 2F |
about to get involved in this, Gwen could manage on her own this time.
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Tosh and lanto exchaad a look, both bracing theselves for the argument they could sense coming,

the tension building to the point that lanto was sorely tempted to go fetch a kfifee argument really
could go either way, considering the distant lack of evidence which would suggest one theory over the
other.
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doing this, or that they stop. If not, we hope that the neidtvn can give us soathing that leads us to
the killer¢
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lanto jolted awake, fighting against the pressure on his chest for a moment before his head cleared

enough for him to realise where he was. He stilled, panting, closing his eyes as he lent back against
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so close to his neck.

1S y2RRSR atAakdte FFGSNIF Y2YSyids &, SI Koé

Gzl yd G2 Grt]1 loz2ddikKé WOl LNBEESR 6KSyYy LIEyi2 RAR

Gb20 INBUIYR®REZ NBLI ASRZ {SSLAYy3a Kha O%e s
he could even really remember what the dream had bebout;K S 2dza G 1Yy
exactlypleasant.

2 of ZBEROANT
S¢ GKIFG AG KU
LG YAIKE KSE LI

LFEyd2 aA3KSR KSI@Aftesx LilzZftAy3d FTNBS 2F WFHO1Qa I N¥Ya
knew that Jack was just trying to help and normally he would have either admitted what was bothering



him or simply gone back to sleep after awarding tfieeo man a noncommittal grunt as a reply, but he
2dza 0 RA Ryit@ghtndws St dzLJ G 2

| SQR K2LISR GKFG WFEO1Qad LINBaSyOS g2dzZ R O2yliAydzsS (2
G2 KldzyiAy3 KAa yAIKGa 2F NBpe&Shathiich deliefianymbdedndiS y ( f &
he was only going to get a few hours sleep before the nightmares returned, he would rather do so in his

own bed, wherehewould Qi 61 1S (G2 O2yOSNYySR ljdzSadAz2ya GKIFG KS

He pulledonhiRA 8 OF NRSR Of 2(iKSa |yR KIdzZ SR KAYaSt T dzLJ 2 dz
gSAIAKG 2Fawe2 QNRaAaWAO] SoL 2dAaGE L élyd G2 at SSLI Ay
KAY |G GKS Y2YSy (s (K vozdlike viismughkob& iR to jivemdkah 3y QG & | S
answer to his questiols o6 dzi KS 2dzald RARYy QO KIF@S Fye G2 3AAQDS

Not even tohimself.

~k ek k ko

He made a point of coming in early the next morning, selection of pastries in hand his best effort to
make up for his behaviouhé night before. Jack, infuriatingly understanding as ever, greeting him with
a kiss and a string @fhat he consideredascinating new headlines from whateveglebrityrag he was
taking refuge in that particular morning.

LFEyidz2 O2dz Ry QtithekhBds itiat Jadkiifound fasdi&ing, then again, he still had no idea
what the time Jack came from was actually like, besides that they had a much open view on sexuality
FYR NBflFIGA2ya GKIy a20AS8SGeé G fFNAS RAR Ay LlIyidzQ

¢ KS LIK2YyS casfartifglriting)dst ag larfoAvas crossing to the coffee machine, the
distinctive ring informing them that it was a redirected call from the Tourist Office. lanto exchanged a
look with Jack, dread in the pit of his stomach, there was only one reagamarcould be calling so

early in the morning.

Jack ducked back into his office to pick it up, the conversation only lasting a few short moments before

Jack reappeared in the doorway, pulling on his greatabat K i ¢+ a 5SGRKROERPS FoHzyR?2

a2 G KSNJ 02R& ¢

dzy RENB G YRAYIT aLQE f
200A2dA ljdSadAz2ys 42K

St UK
SNE A

w»

LIyi2 y2RRSR KA
6SF2NB FaiAay3a

Qx¢
> N
cn Ca

A
KS
ahy GKS tl 6y Ay FNBYG 2F GKS /F&ait Soé

G{OGATE y2 adikitgy 2NT Fyyee (NBTOE 2F FyedKAYy3 ftASyde ¢2
standing as far away from the body as she could in the small tent.
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vidi A Yadé WIF O] | RRS R Xtingdred dusfainding the lbodyr hiskatientiorifised adNA &
DgSyd aL GKAY]l] 6SQNB o0Se2yR a2yvyS2ySqQa ARSI 2F | &

D6Sy FEAYOKSRE GKNRoAyI WOl Iy Fyy2sSR 22132 a¢K

b2 22w@8F¥ NEAKGYy2G> o6dzi GGKIFG R2SayQid YIF1S vYeé LR
YSSR @2dz 62Nl Ay3 6AGK YS DgSys y2i0 [[dzSadAz2yAray3a YS
GAGK YS | 02dzi W2yl KX o0dzi &2dd GK@SOARY QR2X %A yiKs de 3

Gwen stared back at him for a long moment before she nodded, gaze flickering between Tosh and Owen
before droppingtofixom L2 AYy G 2y GKS vEdNEidpstReemadsdfidiénhtfror. & | &
GKEG 6S y2NXYEFffe RSIE SAGK®DE

Jacki KNHzZ33SRX KA& O2fR [GGAGAdZRS RA&FLIISFNAY3I & KS

Owen glanced up at them from his position next to the body, his gloved hands hovering a scant few
AYyOKSa 0208 6KIFG NBYLI Ayi6nRE 2RS (KISA (ISREIR SYRYTY @ 2@B -
O2yAYdZBREYH AGQaA &l FS (2 aleée 6SQONB f221Ay3 a4 |y
thing, doubt anyone could recreate this kind of damage with their pet, unless they starved it half to

death fid (4 ® ¢

G¢KSNBE | NBy Qi |
F2NJ I f2y3 Y2YS
flrad 2yS ol a 1A

ff GKFG Ylyeé KdzYlky aSNaLkft (AffSNA
yio a¢KS 1 welf ik gy b, &l dagsSidcathey 3 Of 2 &
ff SRKEg

Gwen nodded, doink SNJ 6 Said (G2 AyalLlSOod GKS aOSyS 6KAES | @2A¢
a02LIISRE lGdzaNyAy3 G2 YSSG WHO1Qa 318 daéKFEGIGSOSNI A

WEO1 1SLI GKSANI IFT S&a t201 SR ¥F2 Nlgetbackoft® Hb2s¥eSy i 6 S
ifthisbodycantella | y@ iKAy3d (GKS 20KSNB O2dzZ RYQlid hK YR ho
database again, see if they turn up any possible suspectsa K= L Qf f ySSR @2dz (i2 R2
CCTV, compare those fortydé6 & € 2 dzQ@S 320 A 0GK GK2asS 2F (KS LIS2LJ
the timeframe we have for the body dump. Gwen, once Owen gets you an ID, see what ydaaurt f

about our latest victim and compare it to the othe€et lanto to go through the CCT8ée if he can find

a last known location for each of the victinThere has got to be something that connects these people,

SPSYy AF AGQa 2dzad @&KS flLad LXIFOS G4KS& gSNBE asSSyo

G LIy 2¢9btamlb endh® latest victindccordingtothe DNAarSy G £ NBMaaWRAE X aKSQ3
Evans an office workeiwho was reported missing about six hours agd®QY A Sy RAyYy 3 @2 dz KSNJ
y26d¢ DgSy OFIfftSR I ONRraa (GUKS 1dzo FyR aS02yRa 1048
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GLQ@S 320G AGZ G kinmg veak shite Svuerdiie top df er siréenliibre she ducked
back down, already focused on her own investigation.

lanto eyed the details for a long moment, staring at the picture, the woman in it like a number of the

other victims, looked vaguely famili@N2 Y &2 YSSKSNBSZ o6dzi KS O2dzZ RyQid |jd
Then again, for all he knew he could have past her in the street at some point, or had a conversation

with her while waiting in line somewhere.

He shook his head, dismissing the half formed sefiskja vu, focusing instead on the task at hand.

Heloaded the new photo into the programme he already had open, before setting it to work, searching

the CCTV with facial recognition software for the most recent pieces of footage with those peaple in. |

would take a few hours before it finished, during which time he could do a search of his own, using the
AYF2NXYIFGA2Yy FNBY DgSyQa o6 O1lINRdzyR OKSOla |yR GKS
FNASYRA® LG ¢2dzZ Ry Qi buts gaveihimisofetBing toldd and ikhSlpedNtR I NI Y Y S
his own issues with the programme.

LG YAIKG 6S GKS FradSad esre G2 R2 GKS Gral KS KIFR
Thatplus the factvery few of the CCTV cametzad the quality rguired for it to work as intended

made him wary of trusting the programme d@s own. At least half of the results he got back would be

too fuzzy to be certain of who it was in the photo, though using the information about what the victims

hadbeen wearingvhen last sen, he would be able to hazard a guess at which footage was relevant.

Setting the documentghat he would needo the printer, he headed across the coffee machine, taking

the opportunity to supply the others with the caffeine that they woultliitlessbeh y Yy SSR 2 F3X KSQ
YIS adz2NE hgSy RARYQG aSS KAY (GK2dAK® 1S adratt ¥FS
drink when the other man was around. It seemed crugie¢epreminding him of the things he could no

longer do.

Owenseemedi 2 6S dzaSR (2 Al Y243 lor@ard\byitdantd vias ainfogt dzZa K KS R
certain that it did bother him, he was just getting better at hidindahto doubted it would ever stop

bothering Owen, though in the end he supposed it would just background, absent minded thought,

GgKSY GKS &8SINA 2F 0SAy3a RSIR 320G (G2 2dziydzyoSNI G4KS

The rounds done and Owen still occupied with the body, lanto returned to his computer with his own
mug of tea, ignoring the strange look Jack waéng him. Gathering the small mass of papers from the
printing pile lanto shifted through them, sorting them until he had seven piles, one for each of the
victims, ordered so that the details he would need for his search were on top.

He started with hefirst victim and therworked through each of the subsequent victims, ignoring his

building headache. None of the victims were near any of their favourite haunts close enough to the time

i K SBeénReported missing for that to have where they were takd®fY ® ¢ KS& gSNBy Qi Of ?
homes either.
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lanto frowned, tapping a finger against his desk idly, frustrated despite the fact that none of this was
NBIffe I AdzZNLINREAS (2 KAYD ¢KSeQReadRidlyivanteddeOK I f NB
coffee. He sighed, rubbing his temple with one hand before glancing at the clock and realising that it had
0SSy Fftyzal (¢2 K2d2NA arAyOS KSQR GF 1Sy GKS flad N
that.

Checking the programme, which reported back to him told him it should be done within the next fifteen
minutes, lanto headed back to the coffee machine, automatically making the others their preferred

drinks. He frowned, eying the tray he had prepared,/str3 | & h¢SyQa 2f R Ydza F2NJ |
before sighed and poring the drink down the sink. Alntbste months now and he still found himself

forgetting.

On a whim he grabbed a bag of biscuits from the cupboard, dumping them onto a plate and adding
them tothe tray before he made his way around the desks again, making sure not to stray towards the
autopsy bay. Tosh offered him a strained smile and a nod of thanks as she took her drink and placing it
on her desk beforelaiming three of the biscuits, bardigking her eyes from the screen.

Gwen snagged her coffee off the tray on her way back from the autopsy bay, studiously ignoring the
2FFTSNBR 0Aa0dzAda YR LIyid2 KSFRSR | ONR&aa G2 wkHOolQ
Frowning lanto cleaia space on the desk for the mug and plate of biscuits, before turning and

heading back to his work station. He frowned, suddenly aware that he was being watched but before he

could turn to find out bywhom, his computer beeped, alerting him to the fabat the programme had

finished, a list of the results popping up in the middle of his screen.

~F Kk k ko

Jack summoned them all to the boardroom an hour later, where he was waiting, a collection of folders
2y GKS GFofS Ay FNERY ligot2oFshduldl Vsdy, dbds anychehave Knlytling Kew® S @& 2
Or better yet, does anyone have anything helpéul?

They all exchanged looks, none of them really wanting to go first. It was all too clear that none of them

had turned up anything that added anythinglsf A FA Ol yi G2 ¢KIFG GKS& I f NBFRe
all understand how Jack was feeling. Someone was killing people, brutally and they needed to be

stopped.

However, to do that, they needed a way to find said person, that and considering how slgviou
dangerous a person they seemed to be dealing with, they needed information that would mean that
they could stop them without losing their own lives in the process.

G2 SEESyEANNK YGEORG AGQa GKS AFYS 1Af{ANAAYR (KSY WY Hif
which the MO behind these killings seems to argue againsth g Sy (whéhEhg siléncizistarted

to get uncomfortable shrugging helplessly when Jack glared at Girh. K § = 282dz 6 YGSR &2 Y
FYR GKIFGQ& it LQOS 32 dé
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G L Y y6kuBtBeRunmber of possible suspects from the CCTV down to twenty with this last
f20F0A2y> o6dzi GKIFGQa GKS o0Said L 0O02dAZ R R2dé ¢2aK a
LK2G2&8 0KIFIGd aKSQR ONRdAAKG 6A0K KSN

GCRIEG WOl &YApARE G KSNE 4Aa KS

G¢KSNBQa y20KAyYy3a G2 alreée G4KFG lye 2F G4KSY A& (KS
carrying anything big enough to have been holding any of the bodies and none of them have associated

cars. | doubt any of them is actually the kilfhoever it is killing these people, they know where all of

GKS // ¢+ OFYSNI & | NB thémMRen pickiS@Ete @&tionsSos gimpging el R A y 3
02RASaz AU YI{1Sa aSyasS GKIG (XKNMEBORI REK $IXK SGREZ & SL BK
1y26 GKIFIGQa y2i 6KFd &2dz 61 yiSR (G2 KSI NP ¢

WOl &dA3IKSRI &aKlIlAy3d KA&a KSIRZ aLGQa 21 ¢2aKX L ¢
kilinldz AayQid tSGdAy3a FyedKAy3ad &ftALD L R2 KGOS | y2iK
G261 NRa KSNIX a¢ K zahe BeodleMBo havk Beénibott? of tiheme $cendsTafter the
02RAS& 6SNB F2dzy Roé

DsSyQad SeSa 6ARSYSRI dl 26 RAR @2dz 3SG GK2aSKE

W O1 3INAYYSR: tSIyay3d o0l Ay KA& OKIANE 4L KI @S

lanto rolled his eyes at the same time as Owen snorted. Jack Harkness was incorrigible. He was also
annoying, especially when he felt the need to show the world how mysterious he could be. Not that
lanto was normally complaining.

G, 2dz YSIYy erAAS Iz a&$b dawftt KARRSY OFYSNY G Sk OK
WEOl Y201 LRdZISR LXF&Fdftes odzi Ad RARYQO ljdAadS N

G, dzLIP¢ LEyid2 NBL ASRZ dzyY2OSR® daé &S| NBsKcad dzN}Y SR
GStts SFOK 2F (KS @GAOGAYA 6SNBE (I 1Sy FTNRBY a2YS6KS
approximate time for when each of the victims vanished priodzNy/ A Y3 dzLJ RS Bcofiyk 2 dz3 K d ¢
of his findings to each of the others.{ litly\ribre positive, all of the victims disapped from one of

GKNBES t20F0A2yaz a2 y20 SyGANBte N yR2YI (GK2dzaK A

Qx¢

GLiQa a2YSGiKAY3 (K2dAK=Z¢ WFO]1 NBLEASR da KS aldlyy
dza G2 &0 NI o¢

a{2 6KIFGZ 2yS 2F dza +d SHOK t20lGA2y G(G2yA3K(iKEé ho
WEO]l Y2RRSRI aG!ytSaa lyez2yS Kla | o0SiGiR8yIREGRE |

decided, Gwen,youm3a K ¢l yid (G2 S0 wkKea 1 y4alate BéhenfieNSy Qi 32
victims have vanished aftertwoY> a2 6S {({SSL) 461 6§OK dzyuAat GKSy®de | S
@2dz aGAtf KIFI@SyQild F2dzyR FyeidKAy3a StasS GKIFG YAIAKD
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{KS aK22]1 KSNJI KSIRZ ab23 (i KefebdiBgde viglidsaangomd 2 K2 SIS N.
1K2dzZAKZ¢ aKS KStR dzLJ LI yG2Qa NBadzZ 6axr aikKSasS adza3
f20FGA2yadé

G!' f NAIKGTZ ¢28K YR LEyid2z @2dz 41611S GKS FTANRG f20L
threeis all mine. Take a break, go eat something, | expect you all at your stations by eight tonight and
R2y Qi FT2NHSG G2 adle Ay Oz2yidl OG0 ®¢

¢KS FANRG yAIK(IG ¢l & dzySOSyaGFdzA FyR LEyG2 st a aixts
allowing for adequate leg room throughout the six hour stakeout. He and Sloated a selection of

take out and discussed a number of the projects that Tosh had been working on, doing their best to
Ady2NB hgSyQa O2YYSyil NE ® L Faveltoullt thik hkoph& pairpad2 6 0 S
forgotten to turn off their radios.

They failed to spot anything interesting or even vaguely suspicious, though lanto was pretty sure that
they witnessed at least one drug deal go down on the corner.

The next night waslightly moreinteresting;with Owen and Gwen having a number of false calls,

including one especially embarrassing incident that Gwen had promised to tell them about in greater

detail the next day. It had involved, or so she claimed, two men who hadhethdown an alleyway

with a young woman. Jack of course had started whooping and making lewd suggestions over the radio
dzyiAf GKS@BQR KFIR (2 &aKdzi GKSANI NYRA2& 2FF 2dzad G2

He and Tosh discussed the casening over what they knew and what they needed if they were ever

going to catch whoever, whatever, it was that was responsible. Tosh, as it turned out, had been reading

up on serial killers and listed off the characteristics that she thought their killerdieplayingthough

aKS ITRYAGGSR GKIG az2yYy$S 2F GKS ARSFa Ay (GKS o0221a

lanto admitted that he was sure there was something familiar about the woundghat he had yet to
find anything in the archives that matetl it. She then pointed out that it might have be something from
the London archives that he was remembering, reminding him that they had only managed to save a
fraction of it after Londorfell and the majority of that was the computerised information, which was far
from complete.

By the end of the six hours howevenne of them saw any sign of the killer thoydgaving them no
closer to catching them than befor&o again they calledatnight and lanto dropped Tosh off at home
before heading out again himsetin foot this time, leaving his car parked up outside his flat. There was
no way that he was going toe able to get any sleep, not with so many questions running round in his
head

At least thisvay he might find some answers, or better yet, the killer, though if he did that he doubted
he would be coming out of the meeting in one piece.
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noble his reasoning might be. Not to mention the amount of righteous anger Jack would be directing at

him when he found out.

WL RAR AG G2 LINRPGSOG @2dzQ RARYQUO aAirid SaLlSoAlffte ¢
the fad that ProtectK F R A S@SNI £ YSIFyAy3das AyOfdzZRAy3 I ydzyo SN
condition.

LFcyid2 aA3IKSR FlLAyldfexr NHzomoOoAYy3d 6SIENAREE G KAa G§SYL
for something, some signthathewas2 A y3 AyalySo ¢KIdG GKS KIfF NBYSYO
3SGadAy3 aryO0S KSQR aSSy GKFdG FANRG o62Reé YSIyid azy
¢tKSNB g6l a y20KAYy3 (GK2dzZ3Ked | SQR FFAf SR (42 FTAYR lye
rest of the Torchwood team had missédbthing to prove or disprovéhe half formed ideas in his head,

nothing to help him figure out just what was happening to him.

He paused, kening against a nearby wallltiing his head back to look at the sky. The city lights
prevented him from seeing thetars with any kind of clarity, but he knew they were there, just hidden.
He had needed to find something so badly, but there was nothing to find, leaving him just as lost as
before, if not more so.

He had so many questions and absolutely no answers.
~k ok kK
Early morninghe next dayand already Gwen and Owen were out, investigating an anomalous reading
out near Bute Park, leaving Toshdantinue her work on hekJNE 2SO0 g KAE S LI yd2 FALf

required paperwork, following the typical discimss with Jack as to whether they really needed that
much bleach or whether they could find a cheaper way to feed their resident Weevils.

G¢CKSNBEQa 0SSy | ¢2a8KSNILIBIBRRER28y RPES R22NJ G2 WFHO1Q
deep indiscussion over themall collection of paperwork K I & O2 y & ( A (i dzil SRerégysS Y2y (i K
wide with worry.a ! OO02 NRA Y 3 lockslikeB 82N1J2 A A OSHJ Kéa A dNHzO1 | 3L Ay
WEO1 &GN} AIKGISYSRYE SELINB&aaA2Yy YBEXMEYS a2 KSNB RAR (K
Ghy GKS ol 01 adSLA 27T RBRS @SyWEBENI2T faskasNdantihdgt @20k o6
GKA&E Y2NYAYy3IoDE

G, dzlJs a2dzyRA fA1S 2 dzNbisyoBedeavindio Sollt dsito huwk hd fielt abaifis A NI S R
latest cevelopment andnaking lanto flinch fainthya / + £ £ DgSy FyR hgSysz 3Si GKS
¢CKAA 3Jdz2 A& NBFfte adadqFrNIAy3 G2 3SG 2y Y& ySNBSaodé
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it comes todumping the bodies, but who is also getting more violent with every kill. But we have no way

2T NI O1Ay3 R26y YR ail2LILAYy3I GKSY FTNRY (1AffAy3a |
he eyed his team, lined up as they were on the other sideis desk.

Ge¢eKIGQa LINBGGE YdzOK AGE 88AKPE AP EK2HARBESERI LB A KE &
2dzNJ Fl dzf G GKA& 3Fdz2 AayQi tSIFIGAy3 dza || aAy3at S GKA
GLT 6S 02dZ R FAYR (KS LI I OS IgSOBI REGD&as (a2 d K yNSl &5
done everything they could with the evidence they had, all they could really do otherwise was start

taking stabs in the dark.

Gl 26 R2 &2dz adz33Sad ¢S 3I2 Fo2dz2i R2AYy3I GKFGKE Wk O
AWe could take tk locations of the body dumps and work out a range and search any empty buildings in

GKS FTNBF® 2SS YAIK(G y2i FAYR FyeliKAy3a: odzi Al o2dzA

WE Ol 3tFyOSR G SIFEOK 2F GKSY Ay dodhdt/hom &eFimdNE y 2 RRA

aZYSuKAySQSDDﬁ@SOHbﬂy&zyz 4SS AT aKS ly26a lyeidKa
GKS // ¢+ | NRdzyR GKS | NBI S 6SNB o6 GO0OKAY3IS YIS

Gwen hung back, waiting untiltheoter K R £ STd GKS NRB2Y o0ST2NB aLISIHF{A
St aSoe¢

WIE Ol FTNRYYSRI G{2YSGKAYy3 @&2dz R2y Qi 4l yld GKS 20iKSN
Gwen sighesioddingg & K2 dzf RSNAR af dzyLIAy3I afA3akKdftesr aLG YAIKDG
Jack raised an eyebrow, corSitlA y3 KSNJ I f2y3 Y2YSyild o6ST2NB KS y2F
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station.dWhich means she was takef @ S NJ é S FAYAAKSR adzNBSAffl yOSoé

DsSy Y2RRSR> OKSgAy3dI 2y KSNI 62062Y &k L3dzadXEY vy 2 i
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could find out about the last victim. KA OK  YStFya AiGQa SAGKSNI 2yS 27F dza:z
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AyiGz2 aLl O0S F2NJ I gKAES 0STF2NB F20dzaAy3a KAA y

GaSyi
the two of us. | wantyou to do a searchofthed ¢ + Ay (KS | NBI Zeedf Bray@as o ééy g
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near any of them at around the time she disappeargelllanto that Iwant himfocusing on the people
who hawe been seen at the crime scenes instéad.

She nodded her understanding, starting to leave the room only for him to pull her up abwand on
her arm.

G2 SQNB 3I2 Ay 3 Gwenpreferabtiziéore @arigdnd els? dipromisePé | A& G2y S f ST

room for doubt.

~F Kk k Kk

lanto groaned, curling in on himself a little as he returned to consciousness, wincing as his muscles
complained at the movement, the ever present ache of the last few weeks increasing in intensity. He
squeezed his eyes shut tighter against the pain, breathing heavily as he waited for it to fadeEhiitle.

z

last thing he remembered was getting backtohi & F FGSNJ 0 KS yA3aIKiQa adl i

collapsing into bed.

A long few minutes later the pain finally receded enough for him to risk uncurling, rolling onto his back
and opening his eyes, looking around to gauge just how much trouble he wasmmthe smell alone
KS 1yS¢ Al gl ayQi 3I22RO

GhK D2R®¢ LIEyid2 OoNBIGKSRE aK22(GAy3 dzLINKRIKGE ATy2N

was that he was seeing.

The wall closest to him was covered in blood, some of it still fresh, dripping the wall and onto the
floor, whichwas saturated in red. The blood pool was a good few millimetres deseqyrface slightly
tacky, suggesting that it had been a while since it had been formed.

A few meters away lay the remains of a person, or rather two people lanto corrected himself as he
counted three arms, or at least that was what they resembled the most, a fourth laying a small distance
away, splatter on the wall telling him more than hented to know.

He swallowed thickly, squeezing his eyes shut and focusing on breathing through his mouth, only to gag
as he realised that he could taste the blood. He turned away from the macabre scene, stumbling across
the rough concrete flogrblanking oit the awareness of the dampness beneath his faatijl he

reached the opposite wall and leaning against it heavily, pressing his forehead against the cool surface.
Throwing up was not an option.

Finally managing to get the nausea under control, he stddpeck from the wall, careful to keep his

back to the bodies, taking stock of his own situation. He was shirtless, the sight of the dried blood
smeared across his chest raising bile to the back of his throat again, but he forced himself to focus on
thetag GKI G KSQR aSd KAYaSft Fwhontie blidod Belong@dio. 32 Ay 3 {2
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keys hovever, were suspiciously absent, as were his shoes and socks.

He glanced over his shoulder hesitantly, spotting the neat line of footprints leading from the pool of
blood to where he now stood. He shuddered, tumgiquickly back around to face the wall. He needed to
get out of here, find helpVhich meant calling Jack, because he was fairly sure what assumptions the
police would jump to if they found him in his current state.

He froze, brain suddenly making theycg SOt A2y G KI 4 KS KIFIR 06SSy GNBAY3 |
his first glimpse of those lolies. They bie far too much resemble to the bodies that Owen had been
examining just a few days ago for it to be a coincidence

lanto turned slowly, stangatK S 02 RASa F2NJ I f2y3 Y2YSydX RS&LISNI I
gotten here, but the last thing he remembered was stumbilitig his bedroom in the early hours of the
Y2NYyAy3dd IS RARYQG (1Aft (KS&asS LIS2LX Sz KS O2dzZ RyQi

I'S ¢2dZ RyQi KI @gSo
He sagge@gainst the wall, remembering the sense of déja vu he had been suffering over the

photographs of the crime scenesdg KSy KSQR 0SSy tKeSvbunds gféhd builiSgin & Ol y
his stomach. He should be able to remember doing something like this.

Heclosed his eyes, lowering his head, taking deep breaths to fight back the panic, getting it under
control before straightening and sting his search for a way out, all thoughts of contacting Jack having
fled his mind.

LT KS O2dA RYQUKSSoBENBIKAKSESeFSUR2AYI (GKAAZ GKSY
convince the otherdHisinstincts were screaming for hito just run and keep running until he was as
far away from this place as he could get.

Maybe then he would be able to think anddre out just what was happening to him.

~F ik k kL

Jack stood in the middle d¢tfie warehouse, taking it all in, brain struggling to equate what he was seeing,
what he had already seen, with what the police had told Hiwen and Tosh were working on
confirming those findings while Gwen talked to the witnesses.

lfyzald GKS sK2tS 2F 2yS gLt 2F GKS 6 NBK2dzAS 41 a
tests was the blood of all the victims of their killer, all mixed 3 S G KSNX» LG 61 ay Qi 2dzai

floor on that side was absolutely saturated with blood, the blood from the most recent victims was
tacky; a sign of how much time had passed since their deaths.

The bodies had already been moved, Owen taktiegn back to the Hub with him, leaving Jack behind
to examine the scene himself, trying to find something, anything, that the police had missed. He could
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still see were they had lain though, the tell tale blood pools reminding him that this had been gte mo
ONXzi £ (1AffAy3a 28SGxX GKS 62RASa G(G2Ny (2 aKNBRaz G2
victims there now were.

CKIFIG 61ayQi oKIG 6ld 020KSNAY3I KAY (K2dz@K®

It was the bloody footprints, that lead across the room and then out of the,dib@mwn and down the
street before the person who had left them had vanished into the sewers.

There was just the one set, from around the time that these most recent killings occurred. When the
2U0KSNJ GAOGAYA KIR 0SSy 1 Aghtths wits inithe $180a splatteSpoved Y2 NB O
that not even this killer could hid every trace of themselves.

The only problem was, according to the nearby CCTV cameras, cameras that had been avoided every
other time that the killer had struck, had capturedtiwstartling clarity, just who it was that had left
those footprints.

lanto.

WE 01 Oft2aSR KAia SéSas (GdaNyAy3a KAa ol 01 2y (GKS of 2
known that lanto had been acting strangely recently, but he had never thabghit would lead to this.

C2NJ a f2y3 a4 KSQR (y2s6y G(GKS YIy KSQR KIFIR yA3IKGY
O2yaARSNBR 6KIG KS aSSys ¢KIFid KSQR fAPSR GKNRIZAKO®
rearing their heads again, fiel Ry Qi 02y aARSNBR (KFI{G YIFreoS Al sla a:

| SQR ySOSN) 1K2dzAKdG GKFG AdG O2dzZ R 0SS

R

Ad o
LEyid2 6FayQi F 1AfESNE KSQR 1AffSR 2843 odzi 2yft @

hNJ YFeoS KS KFERZXZI odzi Wk O1S aidsSi FKINEYGIQ (i ANGSI (KASZORR 5F | M
something like this either. lanto had already proved himself to be a damn good con artist, managing to
seaka@ 0 SNB2Yly Ayid2 GKSANI YARAG gAGK2dzi ye 2F (KS®
over threemonths by the time they found out that she even existed.

Jack sighed, starting towards the door. He hoped, he sincerely, truly wished, that there was an
explanation for this other than the one he was currently being presented with.

lanto Jones was theller that they had beetavingso much difficultly catching.

GWIF O1X RAR @2dz FAYR lyeiKAYy3IKeE ¢2aK gl a 2y KSNJ FS
to meet Jack as he came up the stams; expression hopeful.

Jacksighedi KI {1 Ay3 KA& KSIRX 4L 6AaAK L KIRDE
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D6SYy FtyR hosSy 22AySR G(KSY FNBY (GKS ldzizLiae ol @
dzyF 6tfS G2 YSSG lyez2ySQa 3IIT1Sed LG FStd Ffyvy2aa f
20KSNI RI @ o {vkat @GrRodzbasRaesidiisiblé Srithe Bllings, as brutal and cruel as they had
all been.

Uy ¢

I.
Al

hNJ G €SFHaAaGs aKS F2dzyR AdG KFENR (2 o0StAS@S GKIFIG (K
coming up empty, time aftertime, I y 12 KI RYQUERYPQYSSOSEI gIEY GKSY |

hytfezr KS KFERXI KFEIRYyQl KSK LG ¢6Fa LIyld2 6K2 KIFIR 42N
one of three locations. She swallowed hard, horrified by the thought.

If he really had killed all those people, if whia¢ evidence suggested was true, then he must have been
laughing at them. Watching as over and over again they failed to come up with anything that could help
them catch himWhile he just kept on killing.

GhoSyKé WFHO1Qa @2A0S 06 N3 iad t&Sroghlenditiio rih But df tBeNdoi K 2 dz3 K
She was not going to let this get to her, not yet, not until they knew for certain.

G.ft22R YIFIGOKSa FT2NJ It 2F hwS yoOQYAFVNAL SARO fadzRIALY 3/ 2
bloodinthesamplésL  yi2Qa>X L OKSO]lSR® ¢KSNBQa o6f22R FTNRY |
FY203KSNI GAOGAY 6S KIF@SyQi F2dzyR 2NJ GKS 1AffSNE (K
victim, even thogh it has some rather unusualoteins in it. Not aliethough> I G € S &ad. L R2y QI
¢tKSNBQa y2 YIFIGOKAY3I 5b! 2y NBO2NR I ¥ gKSNBE (K2dAK

G{2 6S YAIKG KI @S 515y Kit @SENI JA SEXNWBYERKRG NBMIAT ASyd T
eyebrows raised.

Owen ndk R S R @ so@ntiskabout right. You might also been interested to know that there was tracing
of bleach, like someone had cleaned up something, possibly the killer cleaning up any traces of their
LINS&ASYy OS> odzii £ SIFI@Ay3a GKS NBYYlyGa 2F GKSANI GAOGA

Gal1Sa 8§89@S>08&y | @2ARAYy3 GKS // ¢+ a2z AdGQa yz20 |
connectingthemto th©O NA YS aO0SyS | a oSttt dé WOl LINRPDOARSRI Of ¢

Gwen shifted her weight, uneasily, wondering if it was better to keep quiet otheneshe shouldust
say what she was thinking. Looking at Jack, she thought he would know what she was thinking even if
AKS RARYQO aleée Al 2dz0 f2dzRZ GAXKI AKEOPHAKL I lyE 2KS¢€ f

They all feel silent for a moment before¥f& &L321S> aL t221SR 4 GKS //¢+32
F220GF3S3 o0dzi GKSNBQa y2yS 2F KAY | NNSepiegmped 2 NJ 2 F
SIOK 2F (KS 200A2dza ljdzSaidiAz2yas> a¢KS3Jhavilgdeeh 3S A a NB
faked. Prior to those frames of film, the last time that lanto was caught on camera was at half two this
Y2NYAyYy3d: ISGOAYT K2YS FFOSNI 2dzNJ 4G+ 1S 2dzieo L O2dz

Ad AGAEE Ay KAA LINLAY3 ALl OSoé
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Gwen bit her lipstopping herself from pointing out that lanto was their only subject so far. There was
no one else for them to track down, no other leatdikey hachothing elseto work fromexcept that
assumption. People only tended to flee crime scenes for one reason.

WE Ol KSfR dzZLlJ I KFyR (2 aidSYy Fyeé FNBHdz¥YSydaz aL (y?2
SOARSYOS 4SS KI@S A& aleAiay3a GKFG LEryGz2 Aa GKS {(1Aff
were caused by something with claws and teeth thall By Qi S @Sy @I 3dzSf & KdzYl y oé
Y2YSyid G2 Fftft2¢ GKIFEG (G2 aAy]l Ay ab2sx (G2 YS LISNE
alone or he under the influence of something. The quickesteay think oto find out which of those

isthe right one is to catch lantdJnless one of you has a better idéa?

They remained silent, none of them having any other suggestions.

GL GK2dAKG az2e ¢2aKx adle KSNBzX (1SSLI t221Ay3a F2NJ
something. Gwen, Owez ¢S QNB 3F2Ay3I Ayid2 (GKS aSoSNERZ 6SQff a8
1y26 KS SyiSNBR®E
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lanto stumbled to a halt somewhere in Spldteathing heavily.

{2YS6KSNB +f2y3 (GKS gl & KSQR YL yI 3S RneicéverihgtteS NI (0 S
0f 22 R &YSI N Busyltrfirg B awi@rfy ¢¥nd all CCTV cameras to risk using any of the
public toilets that he passed to wash off the incriminatingrks.

His feethurt; KS KIF Ry Qd YIFIylF 3SR (2 FTAYPROSWERGHGKEYI BBIEKBSORRAY
G2 O2yGAydzS oFNBF220d IS 41 & adz2NLINAaSR (KFG KS gt
odzi KS 3dz§aaSR &SI NA 2F NMzyyAy3d [ NRdzyR Ay RNBaa a

activity had toughenethe soles of his feet.
He closed his eyes, leaning back against the nearby wall, fighting back the urge to keep running.

He needed to work out just where he was and come up with a morerrale planthgf W{ SSLJ NXzyy A Yy
dzy GAf L Ol yQUTRHzyRI ¥@¥2RR 2N} DQPE2 KARSQO®

He was also badly in need of food, unfortunately the lack of his wallet meant that was something he was
just going to have to live withut for the time being.

lanto frowned, opening his eyes, mentally running through the pashty four hours, trying to come
up with an explanation for what had been happening.
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He could remember the stake out clearly, with Tosh admitting that she and Owen were still trying to
g2N)] 2dz2i 6KSNB (KSeé aiG22R 6AGK SIFOK 2GKSNJ Ay GKS
GKFdG KS glayQli O2YLX SUBYR WOSQLIDRAYNRBR2BUOA2YRRADMAOGS

' FGSNBI NRE KSQR RNPRLILISR KSNI 2F7F | adinkdiveShimsel. 61 & 0 S
I SQR IenNy®N8 iRside, stripping off the top he had been wearing, having decided when they

started the stake outs that wearirgysuit would make him and Tosh that little bit more conspicuous.

| SQR YIRS KAY&aStF I O2FFSS FNRY GKS YSIINB &dzLlLi A
to look like he would be spending more nights at home.

I SQR (G KSy 32y S dithaiwas whkereithingsSRanes ta get allitfe fuz®pmething that

KSQa LINBOA2dzateée RAaAYAAASR Fa 0SAy3 06SOldaAaS KS KIR
memoryY2 NBE ONR GAOFftfted 9AGKSNI KSQR o6fFO1SR 2dzi I yR f
state and situation he woke up to suggested, or, equally as likely, there had been someone else in there.

After a few minutes he gave up, unable to figureut either way plus he wavecoming inceasingly
aware of how exposed his current positisas. He straightened, starting to jog again, only to come up
against solid resistance as he stepped out into the residential street.

G CdzO| ¢
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Jack grunted nacommittally, turning totry back to try the other fork.
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Jack stoppedbruptly, KA & ol O1 (2 hé¢Sys: artSylio DSy 6AyOSR: ¥

éCome onJack, even you have got to admit that this is getting us ndWlBed 2 SQ@S 06SSy 221 A
hours, followinganot$S EA 8 4 Sy i GNALFf ® C2NI Ittt 68 1y26 KS O2dzZ R

W O]l GdzNY SRS FAEAY3A hsSy GAGK | S¥t hBSY Ka DRIGE FEIKO

GvdA (S FNIyife 288as GKEG Aa SEFOGEE @KFG L GKAY]
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exactly lanto might be abletokilifal § K2&S 3ANI a fA1S GKFd®é hgSy LI dza
O2yliAydzsSRET a2S ySSR (2 1y26 o6KFIG ¢6SQNB RSFHfAYy3a GA
0f AYR®DE
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Jack locked gazes with Owen for a long moment before finally folding, noddargyges he rubbed at
KAia GSYLX S ARf&8T &dK2dzZ RSNE &fdzYLAy3ad | SQR 06SSy 4?2
considered what they might be walking into.h 1 I € ® ¢

Gh{ileKé¢ DosSy SOK2SR az2Fidfex adl NIf SR AKSQR 06SSy
dhoSHABERE OGNRA WF O1 NBLIX ASRZT Y20dA2yAy3a F2NJ KSNJ G2 3I2 |
LI aa3SRd a2S ySSR I 6SUGGSNI LI | yoé
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leaving his greatzat on the back of the chair in his office, not seeming to care that it was dripping goop.

b2 yS¢ AAIKIGAYyIas L LI aaSR 2y e2dNIEBdidBad G2 (GKS
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Wl 01 aApErkoSaRtdn. What are we going to do when we find lanto, whasiptesthreats might
S 0SS FI OAy3aA: i kpaddedupoyl Rs edrifer statérieyit beéfdre takig aZip of his
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records of similar wounds, rather thaneatures native to Earth that could cause the kinds of wounds
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He was bouncing in his chair, impatient and close to exasperattt aghers remained blank,
G{ SNA2dzates y2 2ySK ¢KS INOKA@Sa {(SLIW G4SftftAy3d dza
f23A0LfftexXxde IS Y2UA2YySR 6AGK KAA KIFIYyRaAzZ SeSoNRga
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¢t2aK aG22RX 3INIXo6oAy3ad 2yS 2F GKS 1 L2Ld 2FF G(KS &
a dzNB t @& werelvdf alkofitiizXillings would have had to have taken place arouficdaf f Y2 2 y K€

Jack was frowning, clearly deep in thotiglapping the table in front of him idly as he considered what

hgSy 6l a LINRLRAaAaAY3IAI ab2d ySOS atarnaljsohserediobeas SQNBE RS
werewolf, which by the way, is something that Torchwood has previously encounteredt would

depend on the full moons. On the other hand, we could be dealing with another type of shiises,

2yS GKFG AayyXih NSk AXNOGH v2yi kReye3 A1 S GKI G g
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The laptop in fronbf Tosh beeped as it returned the answer to her query and she turned the screen to
AaK2g (GKS NBadzZ# 6a G2 GKS 20KSNRX G¢KS FTANBRG GKNBS
' ONXYRAGAZ2Y I 6SNBg2f Fdé

GwAIKGZ Ly FfY2ail wWOSNBIRE To NiKSY/dpE thxByy3I | ye 2F KJ
that he thought of something like this before Jack, who claimed to know more about aliens than was
strictly decentad 2 KA OK f SFRa AydG2T AT LIEyid2 A& GKS T1AffSN K

The other three stared at him blankly for a moment, before Jack realized what Owen was getting at,
G,2dz YSIYy AGQa LIaarofS KS 2yteé NBYSYOSNAR oKIFG KS
RA&Z2NRSNE o0dzi ¢AGK Y2NB KIFANKE

hégSy Y2RRSRX a q@gkh2 dedrkeXel dDratidriald tRabighidisplayed in the body dumping,
AG aSSvya dzytA(lSted L YSIyz: @2dz ¢g2dzf RyQil (GKAy]l GKS
GKIG® 9OSNBOKAY3 o62dai GKS&AS |(AtfAyIa AONBIYE WLA

G2 KFaG | NB TBoghduestibneds notajité sure that she wanted to know the answer.

GLQY aleéeAy3a GKIG 6K2SOSNI GKS 1AftEtSNI Aar GKS@QNB ©
LX I YYSR YR S@SNRBUOKAYID LQY &l &AgatrulyKiliant attor,R2 y Qi K
LFEyd2 A& GKS 1AfESNW® {2YS2yS (KAa LA@OK2GAOK 2SQR
NBf ASOSR (KIFG hgSy 6layQid aleiy3d (GKF G RARHuRG2 dz3 K i
lanto was the kiér.

GCKSNB FNB | f20 2F aSNAIFf 1AffSNE (KIFG LIS2LX S KI
1y26Ay3 GKFEG y2yS 2F GKS 20KSNR ¢2dxZ R S@Sy O2yaiR
2y S (G2 2dzi NAIKUG | Revdwas capdbileldf the &veFohcBly c@ldulatédiblghte that

they had seen.
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LIS2LX S 6K2 FNBHdzS 6AGK YS 2y (rkaimamentBefoshé doédtindeds KSa A i
GhoSys> @2dz NBYSYOSN) GKIFG o6ft22R 0(KIG @&2dz O2dzZ Ry Qi
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Owen considered for a long moment, rugfmd G KS ARSI (GKNRBdJzZZIK Ay KA& KSIFRZ
L1l2aaArAoftS I YRASE ARl @ Q¥F 6,286uldBeyalle t@fifid thie Kan¥ pratehcis

0f22Rd ¢KS 2yfeé LINRoOofSY STl (GKSy leditings2Riker Ada AT &
odzZf £ SG (2 (GKS KSINIKEé

WE O]l FTNRBogYySR> tSHyAy3a 6101 Ay KAa aSriao a¢KS TFTANA
GAGK Iy 20SNIf2FR 2F Y22y fA3IKGET 2N Fd fSFradz dGKIFQ
dealing with something different here. | know that the other werewolves, the ones closer to the

traditional idea of them, that Torchwood have dealt with have had a certain weakness where silver was
O2yOSNYySRe® LYy (KAa OFasS HKZgHZAKEQE RYYDRSHKAKZ2AZBROD

G2 KFEG AF aAf OSNI R2SayQi ¢2N]Ké ¢2aK LINBaaSRXI ONRg
without an alternate idea of attack.
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made Gwerfeel uneasyhis gaze drifting away from them, he was clearly remembering something,

SEIFOGfteée 6KIG aKS$S RAFRARIDSNG IRE2{S& y@liy B 2(N9 1 wBs K Ad A
the head. Very few things, especiallyZY I y2 AR (KAy3aszs OFy &adz2NDBADBS G6AGK2oC
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Though, if it turns out he is an almost werewdlfi Qa y 24 Y& T dzf 0§ G KecdrdsL YA &34 ¢

LQ@#S aSSy Ay GKS YSRAIFIf RIFGlIolF&aS adz33aSaidasSR yeidKa
P S S S S

t I NI 2F KAY g1 & FLANI @ OSNIUIFIAYy GKIFIGO KS akKz2dZ R 6S
powered by someone almost a full foot shorter and a whole lot less lightéd y KA Ya St FX 0dzi K
seem to find the energy at that particular moment in tinhiewas probably even more embarrassing in

the face of the fact that his asitant looked to be about twenty and was distinctly blonde.
Not that he had anythinggainst blondes.

He allowed himself to be guided towards the waiting car, preferring the continued use of his arm over
anideaofesdalS ® { KS ¢ &y Qtfiat nhuchlhi® dold@$ess2btit BtheOtBaNIhat he was

coming up empty. She was strongsy A3 SNJ G Ky KSNJ at A3KG FNIYS adzaasSa
him yet, just made her intentions clear via a series of shoves.

lanto slid obediently into the passenger seat of the car, narrowly avoiding banging his head against the
roof, relieved when sheeleased his arm, slamming the door closed behind him before rounding the car
G2 GKS RNAGSNDRaE &aARSo
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She remained silent until they were a few streets away from where she had accosted him, turning to eye
KAY ONRGAOFITfe o0STF2NB aKS aLR{1{S® aLQY aSla3aKlyodé

lanto blinked, thrown, he was expecting something more like a threat of serious harm or injury if he
attempted to leave the caratany poift.L | yG 2 ®¢ | S NBLI ASR Ay (1AYyRI NBOS
return.
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lanto frowned, staing at her, dread building in the pit of his stomach, what were the odds that this girl
was the killer? Then again, seen as all of the past victims were girls, his being the next victim would be a
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She nodded, her gaze remaining fixed on the road in front of her as she negotiated a roundapodt] Jo €
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lanto froze, staring at her numblg,2 K | { K ¢
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the possibility that one of them was a serial killer.

lanto swallowed hard. Whoever Meaghan was, she knew a lot more than she had any right to know, but
GKFG 6layQid oKFEG 62NNASR KAY®D 2 KIF{G NNk KAY 41
knew who the killer was.

Somehow, she knew what no one else did.
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GD22R®E

ke ke ke

It was another ten extremely tense minutes before they reached the place that Meaglthhitolshe

was renting and two more before she was willing to even consider starting in on her explanation. She
refused to be rushed, reminding him of his grandmother. There was something about her that just
screamedage, despite the fact she lookgdungerthan lanto himself by a good few years.

She slid a plate onto the table in front of him in the small kitchenékfte pile of sandwiches swaying.
lani2 NI} AaSR |y SeSoNRgI aLQY y2i &adz2NB LQY 3JI2Ay3 G2

Meaghan shrugged, lowerirgerself into the chair opposite hisliding a mug of tea across to him
beforecrossing her arms over herstomach2 St £ = L QY y20d 3I2Ay3 G2 adl NI G

lanto sighed, giving her one last exasperated look before starting in on his pile, uddeme of just
how hungry he wadiVhen he looked up at her again, she was looking more than a little smug.
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needs explaining.
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lanto nodded, remaining silent, not wanting to inteptther just as she was getting going.
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werewolf, who lived with my pack for a time, before he left st something easily dond.he problem

Aar (GKAA ¢SNBg2f | Myasy (KIS fahl | aJeWVES mady s ov2 9f Sagainst dza T

his will€

LEydi2Qa SeSa oARSYISRA OlAG KBy dl 227 4K il KEKS gl a al @A,
GgSNBg2f FTKE

aSt3aKly y2RRSR: «

(Vp))
Q¢

S R2 yNXEa G aVS YESK &Ky2 oL Al & | (EK R yA

5

lanto frowned, making the connection between what she was saying and what she had asked him to
promisS KSNE ! NB @2dz StfAy3a YS GKIFG GKS (AffSNI Aa |

Meaghan smiled faintly, nodding, gazeS&y = &, Sa® 1S Kl a @baOags oK G Yeé
werewolf that kills without need andnore disturbingly, one that is killing ordinary humans jostause
KS Ol yot¢

lanto shuddered, remembering what he had seen in the warehaueadering how exactly he was
meant to be able to help her againstthét,L. R2y Qi dzy RSNRGIFyRS K24 SEI Oift @

Meaghan sighetboking away hesitating fo a momentbeforereaching out to grip his hands in her own

and meeting his gaze steadily. Just the fact that she felt the need to do so made it clear that whatever it
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lanto stared at herfrozen for a moment as his brain stumbled through what she had just said. Maybe

she was lying about having been sent to hunt another werewolf, maile had really been sent to

Kdzyi KAYZXZ YIFI&@06S KS g1 a GKS 1AfESNIIYR RARYQU 1y2¢
whatever it was she was sent to do. lanto swallowed hard, fighting back the panic that had risen and

shaking his head, pulling ayfromherd L R2y Q0 X ¢

She squeezed his handsibtly preventing him from pulling back aadh f Sy OAy 3 KAY gAGK |
more compliated then | have time to explain right nowut you and he have a great deal in common,

more even tharl know. My eldes seemed certain that you suffered a similar fate to Weat matters
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lanto shook his head, freeing his hands from hers and standing, pacing the length of the small kitchen,
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aches and pains, waking in the warehouse, the killer never seeming tgaliptiithen. Adding in what
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Meaghan had told him, if she was telling the truth and he had a feeling that she was, at least partially, it
looked more and more like he was the killer. Who else could have done what this killer had been doing
andremainoutd NBI OK F2NJ a2 f2y3aK 1 2¢ KFERYyQd GKAA 20KSN
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doubts, about the truth of what | am saying and your own innocence. This situatggdne on for long

enough and there is ho one who can come to my aid. Prior to coming here this Warg severely injured a
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lanto frowned, pausing in sipacing, eyeing her critically.¢ K S & dafyefiafted souedne that
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people think. They hear the word werewolf and they think of horror films and fantasy novels, where our

kind are most often evil, under some manner of curse or at war stdrées speak of uncontrollable

beasts, moon controlled shagshifts, all manner of things that have little basis in reality.

We o not call ouselves werewolves, weall ourselves Lycanthropes, though we have called our kind by
manynamesover the centuies. Most are born Lycanthropes, rarely there are those who become

Lycanthropes, but until recently that had not happened for decades. We are all raised to undeasth

O2y NRf 2dzNJ RdzSt yIF Gdz2NB FyR GKS IAFGA OGKFG Ad 0NR

lanto nodded faintly, lowéng himself into his chair, focusing on Meaghan, needing to understand.

OAll Lycanthropes are to an extent empathetic and teldyic. Our telepathy only extesdo other

Lycanthropes and even then only to a limited degree when we are in our human foita,ouh

empathy extends beyond our kin. We learn from childhood to shield ourselves from others, it is one of

the first lessons a Lycanthrope child is taught, before they h@v€¢ a KA FGSR F2NJ 6 KS FAN

The importance of what she was saying striakad as she spoke and he sagged in his chair, staring at

the table in front of him, dimly aware of Meaghan standing and rounding the table to touch his arm,
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making the images fragmented, but he has been leariloyv he is going out of his way to make sure
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Meaghan closed her eyes for a moment, lowering her head and lanto was suddenly all too aware of the
sense that had been nagging at the edge of his consciousness for months now. He madbet!

purposely, squeezing his eyes shut as a deep all encompassing feeling of regret flooded over him for a
moment before it was deliberately blocked off.
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¢ | eQvén supplied, toying with the controller in his hands, his frustration clear
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information to help them.
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involved in the killings without more solid eeigce. Right now, besides thegoing CCTV searches,
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suggesting.
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Stepping otiof the house, lanto waited patiently for Meaghan to lock up, shifting from foot to foot idly,
he was feeling restless again and that was just so wrong on so many levels.

| SQR 0SSy dulzfighhofrihg ahdidlieeKand nothing in his stomadis.legs should be
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lanto reacted instinctivelgs a grg blur shot past him, aimed at Meaghan, strikimgt at her would be
assailantBlood spurtednto the air, even as he followed his punch through with a sharp kick, aiming for
G§KS ONBF(id2NEQa aid2YFOKX oFNBfe KIFI@GAy3d G2 GKAYy] |0

What could only be a howl rent the air, echoing faintly, as the beast turned towards lanto, abandoning
its intended target and focusing on what it clearly perceived to be the more immediate tHeaab.
dropped back automatically, rolling to os@le, shélding highroat with one arm.

lanto flinched as a weight landed heavily on his stomach, bringing his legs up to kick up, trying to
dislodge his attacker even as the jaws dreilpusly close to his shoulder, just drawing blood.

A blow from the side trew his attacker clear and lanto rolled in the opposite direction, hauling himself
upright, wary of a renewed attack, but none came.

lanto frowned, swaying searching the front garden and surrounding street for any sign of their attacker
as Meaghan limped lek to him from the pavement, blood running down the left side of her face, her
gaze fixed on his right hand.

LFEydi2Qa FNRBgy RSSLISYSR FyR KS t221SR R2gy> alGAffA
Il Aa KFEYR glayQia | KL y PloddyamvireiNdtackercalounhdzBekclawsdlanto LI &
watched numbly, as his hand became a hand again, his awareness seeming to encourage the return to

the form he was familiar withHe flexed his hand idly, cradling it in his left hand as he looked up at

Meaghan, heart beating hard in his chest.
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Meaghan noddedi dzNJ/ A y 3 & S NA 2 deambst lave keeid folldwing yo& Didydroblem is,
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And lanto could guess exactly what that would involve.
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that anything untoward had happened here eykat alone in the recent past, the street as empty and
abandoned as the buildings lining it.

Tosh moved around the SUV to stand beside him, attention focused on the screen of her hand held as
she scanned the area and called up CCTYV footage.

GLG Re§aSyy GibySyS d¥K221 KSNJ KSFRI GdzZNYyAy3 G2 €221 ol
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blood pools, no body slumped on the pavement, no one fleeiregsttene guiltily. There was nothing.

Jack moved away from them, further down the street, Gwen trailing along behind, her fingers tapped
the edge of her gun idly as she scanned the street and the few remainibgamded windows.

Just as they reached thmid point of the street, several feet awayfn the SUV and the others, a figure

stepped out from a doorway, his face barely visible in the dim light given off by the closest two

lampposts¢ KSNB ¢l & y2 R2dz00 GKFG AG gFayQid LIyG2z GKS
slight limp.

Jackmoved closer, slowing as it became clear that the figure was a man, olive skirpatidin the

strange half light of the street lamps. Jacigied a few yards away from the maoffering him his

Y230 OKINNAY3I aYAE ST al S& GKSNBZ L R2y Qi adzllas
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The man smiled, seemingly emtained by what Jack had said, shaking his head faintly as he looked over
W O1Qa aKz2dz RSNJ G4 ¢2aK | yR ingmsSyentisretdNIadk, srhilg sfillin Y2 YSy
place.

He smelt strange, Gwen realised, in those moments waiting for the man to say something, as the light
breeze blew the smell towards her; like damp and alleyways and blood. Gwen gasped as recognition
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floodedthrough her, eyes widening as she stumbled back, away, fumbling for her gun even as the man
lunged forwards, his shape blurring for a moment before his bulk hit Jack in the chest.

Gwen flinched as warm blood hit her cheek, stumbling backwards, keepiragtbrtion on the shape

moving towards her. He looked like one of those movie werewolves, not a man anymore but not a wolf
either, though he seemed to be edging closer to the animal even as she watched. Amber eyes glared up
at her, full of such anger thateh breath caught in her throat for a moment, the bitter awareness of just
how little help her gun was likely to be against that rushing to the forefront of her mind.

She brought her gun up anyway, remembering what Jack had said before and aiming feadhe h
keeping her aim steady through shear force of V8le kept moving back, putting distanceveen her
and it, firing into its head as she goes and breaking into a run as her gun clicks empty and the beast
launching itself at her, snarling and unmovaglthe damage wrought by her bullets.

Arms wrap around her legs bringing her down. She screams, kicking out at it as the claws dig into her

legs, fghting desperately to get free even as the weight suddenly vanishes, leaving her free to haul
herselfuprB KG ' yR NYzys y20 t221Ay3 o6F 0] dzyiAft &aKS NBI Of
as he hands her another clip for her gun.

Snarls and grunts eminent from a shifting mass of fur a few dozen metres away, the grey furred wolf
fighting viciously andomewhat desperately against the larger bulk of a big black cat, the occasional
gout of blood spraying out across the tarmac as one of the adversaries caught a blow from the other.

Gwen, Tosh and Owen watched, guns lowered, awed by the strength and yexbitie blows being
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Behind the fighting beasts Jack stumbled to his feet, one hand rubbing his neck as he watched the fight,
making the conscious decision not to attentptedge past the combatanend to his team.

Thewolf eventually folded, giving in to the numerous injuries he had sustained, collapsing ia&pa h
on the tarmac, the leopard looming over it, daring it to try to run.

Jack raised his gun, as Owen and Gwen did the same, aiming at the leopard, unsuasevehsvto

come. While the leopard had attacked the wolf, there was no way to know if the leopard was actually on
their side or not.Tosh was in the meantime hunting in the SUV for any sedatives or other means of
containment that they might have that wouldork on either of the two beasts.

G2 AGHE | @2dzy3d ¢2YlLy 2233SR 2dzi Ayd2 GKS NRIFIRX K
she was unarmed, though under the circumstances, that seemed to be a relative statement.

DgSyQa 3Idzy o6 OSNBRZ 0dzi ySAGKSNI 2 instead Diftingdgir YI RS |
stances slightly to give them a clear sight of all possible threats.
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and the Leopard, blocking his shot.

Jack glared at the woman, making a point of shifting hisdain | & (2 KAG G KWhyOSYy (iNB 2
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The woman shrugged, seemingly unbothered by his thiedt, R2dzo i G KI G GKSNB Aa |y
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will accompany you willing.She motioned to herself and the Leopard, which nodded slightly, clearly in
agreement.
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It took both Jack and Owen to carry thaconsciousvolf from the SUV to the cells, the leopard
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were shored away in the cells to either side of Janet, they headed back upstairs to where Tosh was

waiting for them in the board room with their new guest, live footage from the cells already up on the

screens.
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Meaghan smiled, pushing hehair back away from the table amndrning to face Jack, watching as his
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aware, that if | wished, | could walk right out of here and there would be nothing that you could do to

a02L) YSdE {KS 4 G§O0OKBRE iKSH2 NR NI RRX ¥ Athow@rISGI 61 & VY3
merely a statement of | O ¢

GL 0StAS@PS e2dzpé WFH O] adzlllf ASR 6STF2NB hgSy O2dzZ R
028 GKSNB RARYyQl G118 GKS ySga GKIFG KSQa | Yzyal

aSlI3aKlIyQa SeSoNRg¢g U(oAUOKSR o0dzi aKS 0X2kbOeuiyk iR# K5
not a situation we have ever come across before and like you he was biased towards believing us to be
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Meaghan hesitateddr a moment, before focusing her attention on Jack, clearly identifying him as their
leader,d . SY 62N] SR F2NJ 0KS ¢2NOKg22R LyadAaddziS Ay [2Y
slaughter at Canary Wharf. We, my kin and |, have come to believe thatlsiom&as done to him, by

your people while he worked there and that is how he came to become one of us. Or at least, something
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stretch for them to believe that they might have done something like this; Gwen, on the other hand,
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would have exterminated us without a second thought. Anythingth& S&@ RARY QG dzy RSNE G |y

YR GKSNBF2NB ySSRSR (2 08 RSaliNRPeSR: y2 ljdSadrzy
Wk O01Qa S8SoNRsa NRasSs a!'yR 880 KSNB e2dz | NB o
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Jack smiled, undersfaRA y 3 LISNFSOGf e gKIFd aAKS gl ayQi aleiyao |
R2¢6y RANBOGEE Ay FNRyYy(d 2F aSIFIKFYy>S ab2x 6S I NByQi
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Meaghan nodded, reaching into a pocket in her jacket and pulling out a memory stick, holding it out to
C2aKX GXKABKS AAYTEINNI GA2Y S 6SNBE ofS (2 NBEO2OSNI
Tosh took the device and silently cafled one of the laptops that weréeliberately kept otside of the

Torchwood network.

Owen shook his head, thrown by the suddempe inheRSY S| y2 dzNE a2 K& aKI NB A

aSlAKFyQa aYAtS G6ARSRSEI Bdzb e azdK 6 1 K S/aERST STRMEZAHISD 60 S
GLEyG2dé WOl &dzllLX ASR ¢6KSy &aKS TFLAESR G2 SELXLFAY

G, Sadé aSl IAKIY Ilgaddafedta theomonitgfdidisphegingIthd Md prisoners, nodding
G2 GKS 2yS (G2 GKS fSTiX aL GKAY|l KS g2dzZ R I LIINBOA

Gwen glanced at the monitor, tning pink,awkward and unsure of just how to readick stared at the
screenforaloB Y2YSyid o6SF2NB avYAftAyd F2yRfé RSALAGS KAYa
stoodafter a momentignoring the look that Owen threw him

GL GKAY]1 @2dz YatkdwithdaBto iNA fEWKniinbtesSQLE | §SSéS 2y 2dzNJ I3dzSa
~k ik _k ko

z

LFyd2 RNBaaSR | ff G622 gl NB 2F WIF O]l Qa 1S F2ft29
to him.

It was weird how he had been so comfortable in his alternate form, as Meaghan had referred to it when
talking him through the change, but be sncomfortable now that he was himself agalintook him at

least twice the time to dress that it normally would have done, but Jacledi@iatiently, remaining

silent until lanto was done.

During the walk up to the boardroom lantound himself thinkingf everything he stood to lose, or

rather, everything he might have already lostS QR Y RS Y2NB (KIy 2yS YAadl |
the last week, but running from the warehouse had probably been the biggest. The one he was most

likely to pay for.

As hepreceded Jack into the room lanto took in the room. Gwen was sat on the far sidetabteeas

far from Meaghan as she could get while still keeping the other woman in view. It was all too clear that
DSy ¢l ayQi ada2NBE AT & KISok he gabeRantd Wakdzaaily. Gwsnséekédyo bé y R
mentally planning the tests he wanted to run on his new patient, while Tosh was focused on the laptop

on the table in front her, eyes wide as she read the screen.

lanto took the seat next to Meaghan, tryitmignore the weight of hi® 2 f f Sdazesibitzaltoo
aware that he would deserve whatever he got.

Jack rounded the table, settling himself carefully into the chair directly opposite lanto, staring at him for
F f2y3 Y2YSy(d o0ST2NBdzK®é alLl2{1S> &, 2dz t ASR
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Tosh glanced at lanto, offering him a quick smile, befosg¢a s SNA Y3 WF O1 X G¢KSNB Aay
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information they kept on the network the better. This project, if it was intended to do what | think it
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S bwagiinjured attempting to stop him. | confronted him in his den, the place where he took those
ANI & G2 (Aff GKSY®E
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DsSyQa SeSa 6ARSYSR IyR akKS f221SR lgtex ofdzaKAy3
G2 KId OKFy3aSRKE

LIEyi2 &aK22|1 KA& KSIRI ab2iKAy3IzZ L 2dzads L O02dzZ RyQ
WE 01 Qa SELINB&aaAzy KIFENRSYSR:I &/ 2dzZ RyQi &2dzKé

lanto flinched, eyes widening with shock even though he knew that Jack was playing with him, testing

KAYZS Al oa0dettRy GESNIRDya2f KSaAdl SR F2NJ +F Y2YSyd 0S¥
bef ASOS YS>I K& R2y Qi @&2dz dzaS GKS YAYR LINRBo6S 2y YS
GLFYyG2H¢ ¢2aK Il aLISRY SeSa ¢6ARS:T S@PSy Fa DgSYy FyR
good memories of that particular piece of technology, even if it had never been used on them

personally.

GLO ¢2dzZ RyQid {Aff YSoe LIEyG2 YFRS AlG | adlraSySyidsz

reminding him that he had no way to know that.

WE Ol KSaAdFGdSR F2NJ I Y2YSyid o0ST2NB y2RRAYy3 &Kl NLX
~h ok k ko

lantoK S&AGFGSR F2NJ I Y2YSyid o0STF2NB aiaddAy3da R2gy Ay
done the last time. It was different, in an odd way, being in the same position as Beth had been, but
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lacking any real defenderle watched silentlas Owen fastead the restraints, before settling theead
pieceoftheY AYR LINRBO6S 2yi2 LIyi2Qa KSIR®

This time they had all decided that this was the best option and Meaghan seemed certain enough that
G§KSNB g2dz RyQili oS Fye I &iAay JentRgatherirg Birdsell, befgréd 2 Of 24 S
2LSYyAYy3 GKSY 3IFAY IyR YSSGAy3d wkH0O1Qa 3T SS y2RRA
he could trust his voice not to betray him.

Meaghan, squeezed his hand gently before stepping away and taking thelatalatk had pointed her
to. It was in clear view of everyone in the room and left her with only one easy exit.

Jack looked to Tosh and Owen, silently prompting them. They both nodded, turning to focus on the
screens in front of them, as Gwen moved torgtan front of lanto, offering a weak version of her most
reassuring smile.

G!' ENAIKGE GKAA Aa F2Ay3 (G2 KdzNI F ftAGGE Soé Wk O] ¢
a! fAGGES O0AlDE

WE 01 Q&8 SELINBaarAzy NBYIAYSR Gz OKNBYASRAAY Il OivdA K| &
FyagSNAYy3a (GKS ljdzSadiArzyaos

lanto nodded unnecessarjlgwallowing hard a wA I K d ¢

Jack nodded to Tosh and she started up the probe. lanto flinched, the pain just a little stronger than he
had exgected, but not unbearable. Yet.

Alydz2y 6KIG KIFILIWISYSR (2 wdziK a2NHI yKéE
LFEyGd2 aK22]1 KAa KSIFIRI aL R2y QU (y26d¢
Tosh typed something, the pain increased.
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Gwdzi K a2NHIyYyS @&2dz {AffSR KSNWE

LFEyd2 KFER I FflFrakK 2F I NBR KFANBR IANI X aAONBIYAy3
G,2dz 1Attt SR KSNIWE

Gb2Hé LIEyliz2z @SttSR S@Sy a KS alg KSNIRAS Ay (GKS
RARY QG 1Aff KSNWE

428 1y26 e2dz 1AffSR KSNWE
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41 26 RAR KS aK2g¢g &2dzKé

¢tKS adzoa2SoOGa ltf akKz2g airdya 2F (StSLIdKez GK2dzaK
to beable to hear any of our thoughts. It explains how the Lycanthropes we captured were able to
communicate with one another while in their alternate forms.endéato shuddered, suddenly able to
LIAOGdzNE (KS 62YlyQa FLOSopE520G2NI I I YAflG2yTX akKS R

2SQ0@S 2yte t2al (o2 (GKA&a GAYSI G6KAOK A& | RAaAGAYO
be any difference in reactions to the various strains, they are all displaying the same behaviour and new
abilities, though some of them seemhe coping better than others.enditinto flinched, fighting

harder against the restraint§ h K D2 R®§

GLIEyYyG2Y 6K2Qa 52002NI 1 FYAfG2yKE

LFEyd2 akK22] KAa KSIFIRX LI yOaAy3a d GKS LI AY AYyONBI &
I F NI Yy QONBE KSH RO R ® ¢ man&yedit@fofcd Butide answer, against the flood of
memories.

GC2NDKg22R [2YR2YKE

LFEyd2 3ANRLIISR GKS FN¥a 2F 0KS OKIANE TFlrsyllisf & I g N.
were experimeningwith DNA, they wantedo find a way to make people better. Please, sto@2 W Q (i X €

lanto trailed off, gaspings the pain spiked to intolerable lefg, unable to process anythifgy a long

moment before he blacked out.

GWSadza®é hogSy RGoa&TMEh$hik ofiite probR, Sudrrying lacioss the short distance
between himself and lanto, removing tihead piece andestraints quickly before easing lanto out of
the chair and onto the floor. He rolled lanto onto his siohel into the recovery position.
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Gl1 SQa It ABSdé hgSy NBLIASRI KAa G2yS 2F @2A0S YI |
alright. Jack reappeared from the Medical Bay with a handful of glaze and abaater, which he
handed to the doctor before turning to Meaghan.

@ KFd o1& GKIFGKE

{KS aK221 KSNJI KSIRZ a1'S é6l1a Ay LIAYS KAa o062Reé NBI
GENRASR (2 @2dz YSIFy®dé hgSy O2NNBOGSR Fa KS 6ALISR N
MYyAAGNIGA2ya NBOSFE SR LISNFSOG dzyYINJ SR alAyz a. f:

G2S KSIFt Flradoé aSkaKry LINPOBARSRI NBOSAGAY3 | RAN
G.dziz LFEyG2Qa8 0SSy Aye2daNBR 0SF2NB:X KS yS@SNI KSI ¢S
topressafingei 2 LI yidi2Qa oNARAG 6SNB GKSNB &aK2dZ R KI @S 06S:

restraints.

2SS KSIFt Flraid 2y0S8S 6S KIF@S aKAFTGSR O02YLX SiSte F2N
uncharacteristically startled.

G, 2dz GK2dzZ3K{3G NGSHER VRFKAF B (0d3NB2R | YR a Sl 3KlIy y2RRSF
G.dzi KS KSIFfSR 2dzad a atz2gte a GKS NBad 2% dax
GKS flradeo a2 KAOK YSIya dzydAf | TFibgebdsardsB | 323 ¢ St
¢t2NOKg22R hyS RAR (2 KAY®E

Gb2d FyeY2NBodég WFO1 LRAYGSR 2dzi a2t Syyteés KA&a SEL

~F ok k kL

It was three hours before lanto woke, groggy and with the mother of all headaches, but hedraist
joining the others in the boardroom and telling them what he had remembered. Owen folded after
Meaghan calmly pointed out, for the fifth time, that lanto would recover quickly; whether he rested or
not.

lanto winced, rubbing his forehead, shaking hi K S | R Ewely 5o/ofieh, @opleiused to go missing.
We were always told that they had been reigeed, or that they had retired, but most people knew
that they were just feeding us a lirge.

Gwen stared at lantdjorrifiedz & , 2dz Y SOS NUKSRKG@] SR dzL) 2y
LIEyid2 aA3KSRS f22YRRY Sdzd K2l fRENISRS IANMI2E 3 Ga G SY RS R

DSy FEAYOKSRITI t221Ay3 lFglex OFGOKAY3 2y (2 ¢6KIQ
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especially after whathapp&R (2 ! f Ad2y ®é

G!'fAaz2yKé WHO01Qa SeSoNRsa NRAS YR KS fSyid Of 2aSN
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LFEydi2 y2RRSRX a{KS KIR (KS R
fSrad GKIFIGQa oKIFG 2dz2NJ 62aa
LFEyid2 KSaAdrGSRE &gl ftt26Aay3
AGFNISR Fa1Ay3a KSNI jdSadazya
and the answers madesse, buti KS Y2 NB 5 KA 4@ yle
TAHIKRS 20dzad oNR | Sdé
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{AfSyOS NBAIYSR F2NI I+ f2y3 Y2YSyiz a (KSe& 20KSN&A
sat there, staring at his hands, jaw clenched.

G{ 2 exld2 ISR a{Ay3Idé ¢2aKQa @2A0S gha az2Fd | a &KS
understanding.

lanto nodded, lookinguptooffe2Ta K I+ FLF Ay d aYAfS 2F 3INI GAGdzRST &l d:
[2YR2Yy gl a | O2YLX S(iSteé& RAFTFSNBYyG 62NI R GKSNB ¢S
Torchwood really did and not everyone who did know could deal with it. More people left through

mental breakdowns than ever went missing.

GCKIOQa K2g 6S NIXridA2ylfA&aSR 6KIFIGd ¢S RAR® 2SS &l AR
able to cope with the reality of Torchwood anymoy&e knew that we were lying to ourselves, but we

RARY QY I BDEKSN] OK2A0Sdé LIEyd2z aid2LIISR: t221Ay3 dzLJ
FYR 6S it ({ySs o6KIG ¢g2dAd R KILIWISY AF ¢S SOSy (K2dz
lanto could still remember how it had felt, walking past an old wolleagueA y G KS A 0NBSG gK?2
even recognise hinwho he had barely recognised himself ¢ 2 NOKg22 R hy & biKthéyy QG K| |
KFRYyQli ySSRSR AlGo®

The others remained silent for a moment, each lost in their own thoughts, before Jack broached the

quesion that they had been avoiding since lanto had regained consciousnégs® & 2 dz NBYSY o SNJ
KILIWSYSR (2 @&2dxK¢é

GL Fftglrea KFE@ST NBFHftedeg LIEyd2 NBLX ASRI Lz t Ay3a |
ever since, but | though itwas justA@ K i Y I NB o ¢

G/ yQid are L oflYS 82dz YFiS®eé hgSy O2YYSYiGSRI NBY
been using the mind probe on him.

GLIEyG20é WOl LINRBYLIISRE A3dy2NXy3d DsSyQa FTNRogy 27
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LI yidz2 YS iforwloymonient Bdfote Bodding and looking away, focusing on a paittte
GroftS Ay ERNPSIHOSTEY KRMBEnd difgidte lisedRdzi

L 3F204 | adzxyz2yaz | FS6 6SS1a& 0SFTF2NB (KSflerl Gif S
conference rooms. There were seven of us, | remember seeing Ben, he worked in the same section of
Lisa, once we were all in the room the doors sealed and they piped some kind of sedative in.

G! FTGSNI GKF G S@SNEGKAY 3 Q sheadnlg PoizS BHisclissingBxgesinfentSang 6 SA y 3
results.They must have captured some Lycanthropes at some point, because they seemed to know how

we should have been reactinDirector Hartman was there a few times, but mostly it was Doctor

Hamiltonand herasgiti  yia® L al g KSNI I FS¢ GAYSAazX odzi L &1 &
have kept us sedated.

G¢KS ySEG Of SINJGKAY3a L NBYSYOSNI A& ddwdyihsoah dzLJE G A
the battle,they sent one of the nurses release me. | think they wanted to see if we could do
a2YSUKAY3 GKFEG GKSe O2dZ RyQiz 2NJ YFIeoS (GKSe 2dzai
F2dzy R 2dzi lo02dzi ¢6KIFG GKS@QR R2yS (2 dza ¢

lanto stopped, rubbing his thumbs together idly, mentally A y3 KAY&St T 0STF2NB 02y
died, or at least | should have died, about sixeintoefore | finally found Lisa. It was all so impossible and

[ Aal ySSRSR YSXé¢ IS akKz22] KAad KSIRX y24 (y2éAiy3ad o
G,2dz t2al0 GKNBSIgRSEad2TdaddRAEXKXEAAaSR AlKeé DoSy o

G[2Ga 2F LIS2LXS R2 AGPE hogSy AYyiISNNHzZII SR a¢KSe f
memories away somewhere in their heads and get on with their lives as though nothing ever
KFELILISYSRxE2 WLISR FFUGSNI I Y2YSyids KSIR GAGf SR G2 2vy¢
0KS SYyR (K2dzAK®dé IS IRYAGUSRO®

G, SFKdég LIEyG2 3INBSRI NUSTFdA fex AIYy2NRy3I GKS 221
her anymore than he already had.
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aSlI3akKly LINRPPARSRI da2S (NFXO1SR .Sy R2¢y gAGKAY | ¥
OF GOK KAY®¢é { KS 27F7FS NS Relykentvre outgidelofidar tegiBrgandve f 221 ® a

6SNBy Qi 6tS (G2 FTAYR 2dzi 6KSNB @2dz KIR 32y S oé
LEyid2 aYAtSR 4SFH1f& 6101 a{2NNBE P

aSlI3akKly fFdaAKSRZ akKlFI{Ay3 KSNI KSIRX &, 2dz KFR 20 KSN
F FGSNJ I Y2 YS yai be bétter offifdt Aoyhaving iBeda fovind, we did not do very well with
. Sy o¢
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they would be.

a{2 BXI4S R2 6AGK KAYKé hsSy alsSRo

G, Ry Qi R2 FyedKAYI®E aShIKEOxa®2 Syt SRE (6 ARBHHS

5

WE O]l FTNRGYSRI a¢2NOKg22R YIRS KAY 6KIFG KS Aaszs AGQ
FyedKAY3 tA1S GKAA |3 AYydE

aSlI3aKly akKz22l1 KSNI KSokchRubod et ih2oyi thépath to beovhing/ bt he is
and my Kin failed him to an even greater degree. You beagsmonsibility for his actions. | will take
KAYdE

WEO1 &a0NFAIKISYSR A We Haveidhe @ditied tolBakeSsar&he neydr feldBbas& RY  a
F3FrAYyS AT ¢S tSG @2dz G118 KAYZ K2g OFy S 0SS &dz2NB
6, 2dzNJ FI OAfAGASE g2dd R y2i K2fR KAY F2N f2y3 /| LI
youngonese@ R KA Y ®¢ a S lou ghoghg théfdce lan® ade #ie nickname she had

OK2 aSy Ravidatikd kidv bétter, we will be able to keep him contained for as long as
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! yiat KS RASA @2dz YSIydé LI yland codl§féel m@mudhitt y Q& 3| 1
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lanto stood a short distance away from the entrance to the Tourist Information Centre fagadeg star
out at the bay, taking a moment to enjoy the fresh air and to process recent revelations, before he
would have to join the others to see Meaghan and her prisoner off.

Ly A U A Fbeeh dEbud@hl Ra, getting her to safety, finding a way into Torchwood Three,
aSONBUAYT [A&dlF YR (GKS SldALlYSyid ySSRSR (2 {1SSL K
GAYS (2 GKAY]l lo2dzi | y2dKAY3 o0dzi KSANSPhimbSMmek 2dzad |
and the others, careful not to make them suspicious, while retaining his focus on Lisa and what she

needed.

Those months straight after the Battle of Canary Wharf had been all about Lisa and making sure she
A dz2NIDA SR Al o redBindelf, of Br@vanis Regmanb& &, or thought he did.
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(p))

I S KIRYyQl S@Sy ljdSalirz2ySR GKS Gg2 6SS1a YArAaairy3da ¥
G KFR 2y0S 068
G G2 Y20S 2y=2
2dzZaKI fAQGAyYy3

PFASNI[AaAFT 2NI N GKSNE GKS GKAy3 GKI
he felt aboutthat. HOR INAKA SHSR FyR R2YyS KAa 0S
0STF2NBE KSQR | Qldz-tffe YFyFr3aSR GKIG @
because it was the only thing he had left.

a
K

hyOS KSQR oB\Sy3a 1@l deytst 8K SEOAR I2y S 2dzi 2F st @& G2 y2i
Avoiding anything to do with the Battle, pushing those memories to the back of his mind. The one time
KYAOK2dzZaKG [ 62dzi GK2&aS 2RR 3If AYLASE 2ghis @iedh&li KAy I3
created to help him deal with what he had seen and experienced.

It had made sense at the time, or at least, that was what he told himself.
Apparently he found it far easier to lie to himself than deal with the truth.

lanto sghed, rubbindis face warilylt had been a long few days, what with all the work that had been

required by their investigation into the murders, followed by waking up in the warehouse and
SOSNEGKAY3I GKIG KIFEIR F2ff26SR (KI (amof hirkszlibaiggghdlAh y 3 K
most wearying of all.

He had so much to deal with, so much to try and process. He also badly needed to learn how to live with
FYR O2yiNRf KA& yS¢ WIAATFGAQ a aSlFIKFy NBFSNNBR

Jack would b¢he easiest and the hardest to determine, whereas Tosh and Owen would probably both

2dzaid GF1S AG GKSANI AaGNARS: 2y0S GKS@QR NXzy 2dzi 27
g2dzf R LINPOolofe& 0SS ALISYRAYy3A I fthihihe dvas lodkkgl Sardhingt OK A y 3
F2N) FYyReGKAY3I ySg> RAFFSNBY(H 2N adNry3aSs (KSys S@S
G§KSNBE 0SisSSy (GKSYZ 2dzad Fa WHO1Qa AYY2NIlFftAGe at
happy, comfortablavith it and that was what mattered most.

~F ik k kL

(7))

GLIyd2 W2y8asé a Yy AYAfSR dzLJ Fd KAYT RIN] S&8

1]

K
LEyid2 NIAESR Fy S&8SoNRBST G{ K2dzf RKE

aSFaKIyQa aYAfS G6ARSYSRI aK?2 a@hnta sidedvays) Mearly amugedz KI @S
08 WFEO1Qad RA&AIANMHzy(f SR f22YAy3I> aL K2LS ¢S YSSi | 3
LIyd2 aYAfSRIT 4L K2LIS a2 (2202 1S KS&aAGFGSR F2NJ I
the forefront of his mind since sheRa | yy 2dzy OSR KSNJ Ay SyidAazy G2 fSI @S
someone be comingtohelp®X IS4 dzaSR (2 Y& aAlddza GA2yKE

aSlI3aKly akK22]1 KSNJ KSIR NBINB(FdZ texs daaeé Ay g2dzZ R
differences between my kind and yours and amgip we gave you would only hinder you in ways that
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@2dz KIS &8SiG (2 RAAO2GSNIY ,2dz adAft KIFIBS YdzOK (2
a4 aKS alAR Al SeSa FtAGAISNAY3I 6AGK ' YdzaSYSyidz a
1AYy® C2NJ 2yS (GKAy3z [S2LINRA& YR 22t@Sa R2 yz2i0 e

LEyid2 6AyOSRX A3Jy2NAy3d (GKS FYdzaSR 221 GKFG KS NB
R2y Qi adzlJ)2asS &2dz {y26 2F lye [S2LI NR& ySINbe ¢K?2

Meaghard K221 KSNJ KSIFIR 3FAyX FLRft23SGA0rffesr aL KI @S
certain. It has been a long time since our kind have la#a to advertise our presence, even to one

another. If there are any close by, they will find you, justey pack found Ben, hopefully they will do a

YdzOK 0SGGSNI 22060 6A0GK @2dz 6GKSY 6S RAR G6AGK KAY®DE

GLEyG2 A&ayQid 3F2Aay3a G2 0SS Fy2G0KSNJ . Sydég wr Ol YIRS
squeezing gently, reassuring.

Meaghan smiledpoking fran one to the otherofthemi b 2 3 KS Aay Qi ®¢ { KS | ANBSR
lanto blushedfaf i f @ 3 aSIF 3IKIFyQa | LIWINBGIf 2F KAa FyR WO Qa
LINE2SOGAY3 AGZ &l 2LISFdA fe GKSeQff FTAYR YS az22yoé

Meaghan laughed faintly, ignoring tiiel ¥ ¥f SR tf 2214 &aKS NBOSAGSR FNBY D
NEOSyili S@Syila aKz2dzZ R KI@ZS YIRS &2dz gSNBE @GAaArotS i
than it should have been.

Meaghan glanced back at her car and the still figure inthe ez, N3 (1 dzNJy SR ol O1 (2 GKS
68ad 3ISG 3F2AyIoi

Wk Ol Y2RRSRT K2f RAy3 2dzi I KIyRT aLiQa 088y I LX S

R

aSlI3IKIy AYAESR flTAfes &KF{AYy3 KAd KFEYRZ 6GLG KIF &
WEOl fFdaAKSRE ANAYYAYIS 4, 2 dzONBE (5 ST ORYSE (2 A EA

5

Meaghan nodded, mock contritely, before stepping forward to hug lanto, standing on tiptoe to kiss his
OKSO1X AJYy2NAYy3I KAA& &dzZNLINARAST aD22R fdz01 tfAGGES 2

She stepping back she nodded to the others before rounding the car and climbing irRoNBe S NDa & S|
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