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Shady Lady
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Torchwood | PG | Jack/lanto, John/OFC | 65,000 words | Swearing and some violence

When the Doctor found out that there could still be another Time Lord left alive his first reaction was
to wonder which one. When Captain Jack Harkfmssd out that only seven Time Agents were left
he didn't even think to ask who they were. On reflection, that may have been a mistake...

When a face from Jack's past catches up with him, he and his team find themselves embarking on a
bizarre scavengerumt. But can they trust the mysterious newcomer or could there be trouble ahead
for the Torchwood team?

Dedicated to my fabulous Irener for putting up with my obsession with this over the past few
months and for being my muse.

Please note, any similarisebetween my OC and the character of Lady Christina de Souza are purely
coincidental. | avoid spoilers and had already committed to and written half the story when the
Easter Special aired. You should have heard the swearing... ;)

Betaed by he awesomeavon_09(who needs special thanks for being the greatest emergency beta
ever) and of course the lovelsener. Any remaining mistakes are my own.
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RyanDaviesswitched off the TV with a groan as he spotted the tithevasfar too late already and
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window, the blinds only half closed against the night, and reached out for the lamp alongsidge it.

he clicked it off there was a strange surge of light, as though the streetiigbidehad flared for a

moment.

Blearily gaing out into the street he hesitated as he spotted a dark figure that he could have sworn
K Ry Q iher® &®rient agoThe crouching figure stood slowly, looking around as though it had
just arrived a flash of longer hair streaking out in the lamplighggesting it was a womaA woman
who had pst arrived in a blaze of golden light...

Chuckling b turned away from the window and rubbed his eyeeople appearing in a flash of
light? He had been watching too much of the Sarah Connor Chronfddese but the living room
door a grin ghosted over his fadéhe wasgoing toimagine strange sdi stuff he really needed to
fantasisesomenakedwomennext time.
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bunk was slowly getting better, the threadbare utilitarian she®sl beernreplaced with a much

higher cotton count and the scratchy blankets were long gone but it still needed a new mattress.

lanto was getting sick of having agrings dig into his sidgor worseg at just the wrong moment.

As a resultvhenlantodid end up sleeping here hesually slept half over Jaddleciding his boss
made a much comfiegurface than the bedBut when his mattress decided to get upthee middle
of the nightlanto was sure to wake up a little later.

Grabbing the thin dressing gown he had tried in vain to get Jack to wear on his midnight strolls lanto
pulled on his pyjama trousers and swung the gown on over tepair of slippers to navigathe

ladder completed his look as he pulled his way up the ladder and poked his head out tltieetop

hatch already open

As he suspected, a soft blue glow from one of the monitas shining@ @ S N& nake®tody,
highlighting the smooth skin of hise$t and soft lines of his musclas he frowned slightly at
something on the screefMhe cold colours of the screen cast a shifting glow over his body, almost
making it look as though he was underwatgackmovedwith an easy gracas he worked, his arms
casting strange shadows on the wadl he called up different data and lanto chuckled as he noticed
WOl stayQi SyiuANBfte yI1SRO
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Sliding his arms around Jacklbeked over his shoulder at the monitors, smilindhadeaned

against his lovertirediyi { K2dzf R L 6S 3SGGAYy 3 RNI&KEOAR hishéddl & NI A
and lanto could hear the frown in his voice as he answered.
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G Wl O really going taAIS&T  dzZLJASG 2 @SNJ @ 2dz Y| y 3 twheyi #e nie? NR &
you couldnever decide how to pronounce my name from one day to the 4#dext
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G2 KA OK &l dre &ne WuBdred years to practicelack mumbled something under his

breath which earned him asharpjabto hissile. 2 dz NS f f @ R2y Qi MHNow G G2
@ 2 dz ¢ S NBGrianing in spiie fhimself Jack reached out and touched theitorpa

wireframe map of Cardiff zooming in on the area of Sptbe small residential area coming into
focus.Data streamed across one corner of the screen and lanto soon spottddrtiiéar peak of a

surge in rift activity that corresponded with theea.
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come througl Eanto nodded sleepily but his eye®re alert as he watched Jack work.

G 2 S S dehtb s0ggestedlack shruggedegtly and wrappedis armsover I y 12 Qa F 3 Ay @
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anyone walking weevil styldust your usual stragglers and returning revellbigthing that stands
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Ol YS (i K N&pdardd @rbiidear kiss lower down, his lips playing oveGthied S 2 F W O] Qa

Gb2 NBLRNIE O2ti/ay 3 va Sndgandel ishto ditaoyghi® shaubder, a
slow drag of teeth prising mored @ ddl yR y2G KAy 3 G2 AYLX & GKI G
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G L 3 dz8Xack trigfi2oikerp his face serious as lanto flicked his toogerea sweet spot just on
the top of his shouldeth ¥ O2 dzZNARS (Kl 0 R2Sa YSIy LQY 32yyl
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wriststrap, unfastening it and placinigon the desk with a loud clunk before tickling the inside of
WEOl1Qa éNRalG fAIKGEEOD
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With a chuckle Jack turned and wrapped his arms around lanto, the pair of them wandering leisurely
back to bed, pausing only teave behind a il of nightclothes.

Neither of them heard the soft beeps from the wrsttapten minutes later.
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I FLIGEAY W2KyYy | NI R erRy@ sex.Not thathis Kukrént partgrsthad a G NI LI 2 7
objected.Hestretched his arms out above his ltekazily and grinned, kissing the pair of lips that
dragged over his hungrilifhe blindfold left him guessing as to which of his pair of Welsh fuck
0dzZRRAS&a ol a Ay FNBY(d YR 6KAOK O0SKAYR odzi Fa F2oc

Being dagged back to Cardiff to avoid the cops not only had the advantage of pissing off Jack and his
little boy toy but it also had the bonus of Cardiff boyhere really \as something about the accent

¢ or maybe it was all those weird tongue rolling thingsythad to do to speak itthat made them

extra gifted Plus hehalf suspecteda centuryof the Harkness influence on ttigayarea had

something to do with the tricks that the local boys had pickediyen if Jack had only fucked one in

ten of them they wat on to teach others, who taught others...

He groaned as a firm tongue slid over his arse and a second mouth fluttered over his stGmach.
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bar. There wasiothing quite like two tongues for the price of oriée leaned back, lost in the

sensationsind missed the sofnetallicclick over the noise of his two friendde did not however

miss the sharp poinpressingagainst his temple, nor the unntékeable theat of the pressure as it

pushed against him just gently.

G. 284X AF @&2dz R2y Qi YA Y R ZIJohnsighdtds yig recagnisdd tie cisp y Rf S
pronunciation and English accettiat unmistakeable touch of posh in the soft female voihelging

from the noise of his friends scrambling outthew& hK I Ry Qi 6 SSy YA adl 1Sy | 62
pressed against his skull beingvaapon either Even though he knew the answer already he

O2dzA Ry Qi KSf LI ANRBIYAY3a | & IseeKINBK 2SfakK @2A0S Ol
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go.Who am 12 John lowered his hands slightly and sucked his lower lip in frustration as the answer
he expetedcame® K& Y& RSIFNJ FStft263 LQY KAA& 6ATFSoE

Oh he was definitely in trouble nowhis was going to be painful.
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Gwen liked it when it was quieQuiet meant no one died or got mangladdzA S YSI yi &aKS R
have to use the spare clothes ind&@ RNJ ¢ SNJ | Y R 0 2 NplBpdse adlienytair? Qa4 & LISOA |
remover.Quiet meant she got to go home and see Rhys and have nice cuddles on the sofa and good

meals and lots of fun practising making babi@siet was good.

TheHub was quiet as she enterethe sdt glow of the computers shoneut across the space as she
flicked the main lights arthe light changing the almost purple glow of her top in the blue lights to
its normal red She was a little earlier &n usualRhyshad neededo go in early for a meetinghich
had her up before she really wantéalbeo dzi a KS RAMhéhyit @ab quiehsyighad time to
work on some special projects of her owmorking out if she and Rhys could afford a bigger place
with a room perfect fola nursery and nearby some good schools...



Ok so technically it was an abuse of resources to usd thizé ca@mputers to find her a new house

but it could have beenworseé. i £ S 40 a4KS RARYy QO GF1S dzLd @Fad | NJ
collection thatwould put Hugh Hefner to sham&/l O1 & ¢2NB Al 6l ayQi KA& 0 dz
rushed to purget either.

Casting her eyes around titubshe stifled a laugh as she spotted the abandoned dressing gown

and a slipper half caught in the hatch leading dowitb O { Q DunipidRh¥rdags at her desk

she made her way acrotisee HubLJA O1 Ay 3 dzLJ RAa Ol NRSR Of 2G4 KAy3 | yR
underneath the monitorsHer fingers brushed over the soft leather lingeringly for a moment, trying

to remember tle last time she had seen him without it.

Folding and placing everything neatly on his desksstitched his desk lamp on toake it easier for

him to find it all.Shewas about to turn away when a soft beep caught her attentinowning she
workedthrou)k G KS LIAE ST aSFENOKAYy3a F2NILIyd2Qa Y20AftS L
wrong about the source.

& WI &dr yel revealed her slight panicanii @1 Ay 3 dzLJ 6 KS gNARAG AGNF LI AKS
at theall too innocent beep coming from ikslanto had once said, that thing never beep&dit
when it did it always seemed to mean troublelooked like her quiet spell was over.

Gwenwatched as the hatch slammed open atbusle-haired Jaclktuck his head out, aghirt
visibleover his shouldrs and a sleepy grin on his face.

GDFIYMHE L RARYQUO GKAY]l @&2dz ¢ 2 dziéBackiplusell 55 Isgioked & S NI
the pile of belongings on the desk and ignored the laugh coming from belowshime continued
G¢ARASR dzLlbé¢

It usually took a lot tdazeJack so she hated to think what was going on out of her drgiling her
eyes and crouching down to his legéle handed him his wrist stragiaving it in front of his face.
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retrieving the slipper from the hatch as she continuééhd as we all know that John knows the

phone number here nowyhat with himhavingusediA G | & pliorezal¥ 2y2NE [ Ky 2y 0OS
thoughtitmignii 0SS AYLER NIl y (i dé

Jackwasnai 2 af SSLJ réckdnise thé SighRaveReyhBhésis of her accent that she used

when she was annoyetv2 Ky aGAf €t KFRy QG YIFylF3ISR G2 3Sd oF 01
blameher, the man was troublelidging fom the slap to his backsidend the muffled Welsh curse
frombelowkK S 3IdzS&da SR LI y {2 withktha tfcQght ofichiominy dvidiBoaid S R
either.JohnK I Ry Qi S @S gairf y®tBaihowi rkush troubl@ could he get himsel jost in

Cardif? Jack closed his eyes in pain, deciding not to follow that thought through after all.

GwAIKGZ ! WZKY DT & S @ating ha \#ikt Straoffdiedcpulledthe hatch closed
and vanished again leavi@wvento chuckleat the curses comingrom the room her nervousness
obvious even to herselShe took a deep breath to calm herself andvwimg back over to the desk
she cleared a space and perched on the edigéng to look casualt only took a couple of minutes
for the pair of them to cinb out, Jack half dressediis usual greytrousers andvhite T-shirt
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whereaslanto even had his shoes on and was adjustingthiigedtie above his red shiras he
stood.

Unlike Jack he was even wearing different clothes to yesterday and Gwen worideeechoment
how it must look to outsiders when they turned up in complimentary outfitse red and black had
almost become a uniform for themymostly because after much trial and error they had decided
those colours better survived the blood, mud, sliared goo that generally went with the job.

Grabbing higlark suite I 01 S 2FF (KS K 2adtdslippedl it ahilbefore@émingtd FA OS Rz
perch beside her on the desk, onarasliding around her as he gave her a friendly peck on the
cheek.

éMorningGweng he askedddA R L Y A Gwen shazOHehéad and wrapped her arm around
him in return with a cheeky @r as she stared at Jaakd spotted something

GhK L R2y Qi 1vVy2¢ tlyb#h iitle so@éhing ye@he\nd#ided hes iead@vards
Wl O1 Q Jantarhisedain @yebrow questioningly before following her gaze and groaning.

4 2 dzZQNB 7T f, Gaptgiilanto 2afled buTheir boss looked at them in confusion for a
moment before looking down anldlastilydoing his trousers uproperly.

000ps. Thankdor that® dsdnhing sheepishly Jack brought his hands back up and flicked open the

cover on his wrisstrap. 6Rightt S Qa KI @S I nfe®d@AKYy R HBE HKYIASE T A
% S Kkey watched as he frowned at tstrap and after pessing a couple of buttons he sighed.

a! yag S NHisagebrp@dsein surgise and he waggled theat lanto.éOoo0 he left a video

message
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GL NBIFffe K2LS Al AayiQiL Hywikdl KGnhPHEsS@(goEkmea 0622 (&
Yy A 3 K YHelbdRed enhoyed in spite of the joke bGwen chuckled and looked at them both.

G. 2208 KOKT 2K S| NIsfe asRed, RaisiigSher @ yeldraws.
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Jack could hear every wordl. B was stark naked and wearing a

GLEYyG2Z &a2YS ( KrivafeRE At thd iKcedalols lobikEe Yeeelgfrom them both

JacKaughed out loud and shook his headh |1 Zhov2apaut we leaveitfornowand Qf f aK2 g & 2c
the real thing later! & ¥ 2 NJ { @ @& predsed Sfgivibitdns amdsoft beam of blue light

shane from the wrist strap resolving itself into a full sized image of

G h K Y & Gviz&cied out before laughingnd hidngK SNJ FI OS Ay LIyG2Qa aKz2dz

GWELIG {1 @2dz2Q@S 320 4 KSHYN2YyEIR2NBEERIASH (KS K2t 23N
G KFEiQa GKS 2yS KS aSyd frad GAYSoé

a | dzRaK frowned and checked the dain his displayefore refoaising on the naked, full size,
image of Captain John Haét.b 2 DIF ® Yy A (il S & Pressig &hdthelbyit®rp dack watched as



theimagea G F NIISR G2 Y2@0S IyR Al ¢la 2yfe y2¢gg KS alLlRa
Not to mention the complete lack of any physical siginat he was arousedlhiswasserious.

G/ FLIGEFAY WFEOT1 | I N) y S Rlaase rapdttkoamy k23K / - dz(iite hipfegrasedksy” | | N
of Johnturned to one side before hastitiiting his headack as a long blade, recognisable as
probably beinghe samurasword he carriedplaced itself against his throat.

GWIF O1 L O2dzZ R NBIffe& R2 gAGK I (KKSNS XSS 33 2LaNS FOKN
ordinates on the messadgait hellyoud NBI Ré 1y 246 GKBENE2 &zQR2 AAlYe Dy HES 2
going tobe um-¢€ A pause came as the blade slid lower, floating threateniogéy his most useful

body part and he looked to his sidelds unseen assailaagain

GhK 02YS 2 poodyfaikdWl @F (YO2{dz Ry Qi KSIFNJ I yeé NBLX & 0 dzi
before looking back at the recordeidack, come alone but come quicklyf S | TacSmege flashed
out leaving them all staring somewhat aghast.

dLa KS Gwenddkedid shekdéof the desk, onfusion etched onto her facdack looked
blankand Gwen instinctively moved to his sideWl O K ¢

A R2y Qbondgsy@ 6@ y Qi (Stt gAGK KAY Fyeé Y2NBE WOl |
GKSNBQa 2yfteée 2yS gte (G2 FAYR 2dzioé
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Jack was silent during the drive, the slight play of the muscles along his neck showing the tension in

his body as lanto and Gwen chatted quietly and speculated on what trouble John could have possibly

got himself in this timelLost in his thoughts Jadarely even watched the roadursing as he was

forced to brae for the workday traffic in spite of thearslights.] S RARY Q0 f A1 S dzaAy 3 |
day,especiallyashg & &ddzNE GKS f20Frfa KFER FAIdz2NBR 2dzi (KU
then they would be severely punished wittabsolutely nothingEven Andy refused to give tickets

G2 lFye2yS 3ISGUGAYy3 Ay ¢2NDOKg22RQa sl ed aledoS (GKSE

He was starting to think they should have walked when even a lollypop lady decided his flashing

lights had nothing to do with heBlaloming around her he ignored the less than child friendly

3SaddzNB aKS 31 @3S KAY | YR Ky tiratledaBout@kapwasStheyp@ni G2 y 2
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It was too earlyn the dayto deal with John; hell there was never a good time to deal with Captain
John Hart as he hadkan to calling himselButtK & RARY Qi YSFy WFO1 6 ayQi
could cause tht look of panic in his eyelle was worried about more than that though.

Just on the very edge of the hologram, for one instant in the recording he had seen tHe bétttk
sword and the hand holding #vhoever the assailant was, thégdlooked human enough from
there.

And a human who knew John well enough to want to kill him could be the most dangerous threat of
all.
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They spread out along the corridailently, Jack in the lead as he reached the solid déaen had
LINEPGSAaGSR f SGdAyY 3 at\idtkul it wisieghetherE NN &2 28 KQRATE VR GKI G
all objected to Still, even knowing it was empty it had felt odd giving John acoabethome of

someone he hadnceshotjustfor the fun of it.

Jack tried theloor and a cautious smile came onto his lips as the handle turned e8gjlyalling to
Gwen to stay outside and watch their backs lanto shifted beside the doorway, his baust doa
wall ready to enter behind Jackack looked at them and grinned before turning the handle and
pushing the door open quickly.

hgSyQa Fftl4G gta Ffyvyzad SyLides 2dzaid | 02dzaX S 27F (
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feeling of theabandonedplace was not exactly welcomingnd then he spotted John.

The thief wastill naked buthe was nowtied to a chair at the far end of the room by theick wall.
A simple cloth gag in his moutyould havestopped him calling oub them anywaybut the way his
eyes were closed and thain trail of blood down his templsuggestedhat even without it he
g2dZ Ry Qi KI @S The BiGgliestonxailas KeSafohad®un at the ready Jack inched
his way into the room, the open space appearing clear and his footttepsnly oneschong
around the mostly empty apartment

lanto followed him in, similarly armed and ready but unable to resist a grirkayJ@ & LINBIRA OF YSy
was cold in the room now, a slightly open window not helping John look hisbdghe wicked side
2T LIFya2 O2dz Rdiydthey WSid havedithe/tRgetNadpigtde of him like that

Jackcrossed thespace quickly, eagyii KS 3+ 3 2dzi 2F W2Ky Q& Y2dziK 06S7¥2

G Wdza G blow.d doksIréteit tobJackadded before hgumped as an unexpectezhd distinctly
femininevoice rang out through the flat.

a2Stf 27F O2 tadEnSeded Lirf doto WEBNY&ughd You knowull wellK SQ& A YYdzyS
that stupid lip glosg.Spinning at the new voice both men raised their guns and froze as the sight
dawned on them.

Gwen, an annoyed expression on her face, was walking into the room with her emptyhedds
high ahead of a hooded and cloaked figure who was moving as though she had something pointed
Ayi2 D¢ IWIgRE AIIO0® KAa aSO2yR Ay O2YYIlIyRQa SyLlie

GlusimustadmE ¢ (G KS FTAIdzZNB &Lk 16t A K RfyE  KyGHevigdEatA OB LIBO K3
way is more fun sometimesdidy QG ¢ y i KA tough2 (iR [2YSI13I8dRD 2 dAf RF L (i

see her face orecognise the figure but that voicethe clear English, almost Lara Croft posh sound

2F GKS (2ySa NIy3a I RAaAGAYOOH FFEYATAFINRGE SAGK KA
drifting in and out of his mind as he tried to match ittothe voitd. & A G KI LISy a L &1 a



him alive, his advice was most helpfulS Yy S¢ @& 2 dz ¢ 2 deudRyold ine, &vanviere | £ 2 Yy S @
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quite bring it into focusShaking off theltought he refocused, higun sightsearching for enough of
a shot.

G SFPS KSNI f2yS3¢é WFO1 2NRSNBRO®
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and he resisted the urge to take the shot, the memory almost th&gmale hand rose from beneath

the cloak and pushed back the hood to reveal a slightly powtimmanwith a wicked grin in her

eyes.Her angled jaw adet strengthto her beauty but as hedark blondehair tumbled free from

the hood it was the eyes Jack found himself lost in, his gun lowering in spite of himdetbke Jack

I @SNB RdzZf 028 AYRSSR®E¢

The hair was shorteand lighterthan herememberedandthe face less roundnuchmore grown up
than the young woman he had knower cheeks looked sharper and her eyes were colder but
there was still that sparkle of a hidden joke behthdm, theglow that he could remember staring
at in a darkened roomroa distant planet...

& WdzAL&gHhingtheblondeS& SR LI y (i 2 Q&  diffesl bothdandisyhi the dit¥er | y R
gazestayedfixed on the Welshman as shevealeda small crossbow her handsefore crouching

to place it safely on th#oor. Stepping asidshe ran a hand across heaiptive@ shouldersoftly

before retrievingone of theirgunsfrom behind herown backand handing iback to Gwen.

G { 2 NNB L éttieGtrangBr Rpoldgiseidzack holstered his gun but lanto merely lowered his,

his two handed grip still strong as the woman stepped past Gwen and walked towargtéack

cloak flowing out around her as her heels clacked on the fioderneath along skirti [ 2y 3 G A Y S
see WI- Cstildilabbergasted Jack simply stared, uncorhereding.

G . dahhat Howh K KSf £ = O 2AaU§hing GiNdbid she2ralzellast few steps and jumped
Ay (i 2s ankiis @rapRing her legs arounddhivaist in a move that had bottis team staring slightly

openrmouthed as she hugged him tigliis armsquickly shifted to holdher in place in a gesture that
looked well practised.

GdaiaadaSR @& Addaniigdak bkitdtgyibg in his arms she reached up to grab his head, kissing
him fiercely her fingers burying themselves in his hair

Gwenquickly moved over to stand beside lanto, bgbhacticallycounting the seconds as they
watched the pair embrace&she could see the look of surprise on his face before he hid it, his eyes
locked still on both the newcomer and Jack and she could see by therténdits arms that he as

y

resisting the urge to shoog KA OK 2y S 2F (G KSY (K 2Tdadllfiise $h&tEnsiah2 dzf Ry Qi

Gwen broke the silence first with a rhetorical question.



dDo you thinkhey know eaclother thenZ she whispered loudlytanto ficked his gaze to Gwehis
grip relaxing just a fraction.

GL KZEISKB26KAALISNBR o6101Z F &aYlFftf | dzhdudht 2 F KA A& f
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the stationery regé

At the sound of their voices Jatwkisted to look round at thenguiltily before hebroke off the kiss,
pushing the newcomer off hinGracefully she slid her legs down his body before jumping to the
floor, her hamls leaving his face fasf all, slightly muffling his voice as he spoke.

GDSY> LIEyid23 dzYy G(KANE XKedduicdRsraghtendddis har dsket a A a

tried to cope with the clashing of his past and present li&ggling the woman inclined her head

towards themas she stepped back from Jack at last, her fingers dragging off his chin before rising
towards her own

a1
~ GThe Right Honourableady Justine Hartles®r Baroness Hartles®r
Lady Justine, orjustiZi G A Yy S 2 NJ A VreaWR®Yy Qa 66O & § Rwé:
ceremony that muchto be honest | have answered to so many names in
my time | will respond to pretty much anything you shout in my
directonL G Q&  LJ S| dothaMB G2 YSSG &2dz

Lady Justinendid hercloak and tossed it over thempty kitchen counter, letting the team see her
properly for the first timeHer hairwas dark blonde olight brown, the colour seeming change
depending on the light and fell just below her shouldensith a kink to it like a soft curboft brown
eyes staredackat them and if they had to guess her age she looked early thirties perhaps, a good
few years younger than the Captains at any ttatie not much older than lanto or GweHer skin

was pale against her bright red lipstick but she looked as thoughathéden in the sun recently

and the way she carried herself made Gwen feel like an awkward teenager lagas.her outfit

that stood out the most though.

A simple black flowing skirt draped over her legs hiding them from view udwdieeledlaced

boots peeked out from the bottonwhich allseemed normal enough but the tapa bunched
peasant style blouse coverdhe tops ofher arms revealing a cleavage that would have been
impressive enough even without the tight corset style cincher around her waist which gave her
almost a pirateor gypsy styleThe elaborateed spiral embroidery on the blouse only added to the
look, as did the bght red sash tied around her waist and gold hoop earrings.

But her necklace was something elgéhat appeared to be a circuit board sifvermetal on a gold
chain rested in the crease of her bospadding a touch of the mechanical to her lo¥khat caudpt

their attention the most though was the black leather straps covering both her wrists, one smooth
fA1S | yivrist gudDdiuS tNEDEher

G, 2 dzQ NB\geht¢ ¢ D &&ef catching the slight look of surprise on the newco@dace as
she glancedback at Jackuriously



GdaXl @Sy Qi @& 2dz o 8ltholghby the® shbcl dnaheirfatdpit the feeling you
KI @Sy Qi I O dzl hyhameUnfess@ A2 EREYS G €1 Ay @2dzNJ &af SSLJ

Ghyfteée ¢gKSyYy KS&antoiot&rBped RNdcgslank ahd politely controlledrurning
back Ladylustinegrinned and stepped forwards, holding out her hand.

aYou must béanto Jonesg. She looked him upnd down slowly, one eyebrovismg questioningly at
the gun still held in his handMmmmmm John wasght, you are a pretty one suspicious too

lf K2dAK | & déa@ldQDS rSal  dgye R A M riiehtiriRof hisihen® the naked
thief began to stir, his head rising off his chestdy Justinglanced over at hinthe distraction

giving lamo a chance to receive a discreet nod from Jack.

lanto holstered his weapon as she lookextk and reached out to shake Heand but then on
impulse and perhaps to make Jack a little jealous in returnjfte it to his lips to kiss it instead.

a a @dyg£ he whisperedGrinning wickedlyJustinggave a small curtsey and looked over her
shoulder at Jack again.

G h K Y gthis\othe @ idefinitely a keepgrTurning back to lanto she almost purred as she
continuedd Bg K (i L giwvetdAiaReydd ks my valet.

& [ | RBEnKirg bledly, John fidgeted in the chair, shivering in the chilly roé8ince when have
you been any kind of a laggweetheart?TK | { Q#pic&) timpeiyou lot are all having a swell time
catching p andhaving a bloody tea part/Johnraised his voice to shout at them gw could
someoneget methe hell2 dzi 2 F KSNBHE

All of them turned to &ce him various states of amusement on their facesl it was Jacwho
stated the obvious this timeWith one hard on his hiphe pointed at the bound Captabut
addressed the newcomer

& Wdavh@ §o you wantto kil Johrl2  YSIy y24 GKFG ¢S KIF@SyQid Fff KI
anotheré

a h Adthi shouted indignantly.

ébut why the whole kidnapper essage andragging me into®Cos I8 f £ @ R2y Qd &+ yi
involved® ¢  WI O &is dnRditwid@ A A Vi® 1 64 | 38a G2 386G o6f22R 2

GeKFEGQa OSNIOIFYKYZ & LIAobi#ABe thred houdf 3AQ/NIDz0 6 A ¥ ALadghing i G A Y S
againdustinepulled away from lanto and stalked over towards John.

GhRYL &2 NNBA K Gl SN jBstOCRKIS SINOCE(E SNB&E A &G KF @AYy 3 F £ AGG
g SNB Rrawidg es$mall knife out from under the smooth wrist gudre sroucheddown in

front of John holding the blade against histhrodét.l S ¢l & a2 FT2NIKO2YAy3 gKSy

motivated.How could | resist a littlamily NB dzy” RBiggié ber feet slowly she leaned over him,
her hand sliding down his back to where his bound \wnigere With a flick of her wrist he was free.

G, 2dzQNB 2 dz& (Johh &ked 4s yiedbrowght hid Bakds up to his lap.
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GhT CG2dNENSHIIEIAY IS AKS NRBAS (2 dijistwAirRed dabdo sqlitnl A 3 K {
for a bit R I NI 1angd 8owd feel himself itching to raise the gun again as John began to recover,
wrigglinginthecoldsead dzi A G ¢l & WK Ol Qa AYyONBRdzZ 2dza ©@2A0S

Gl y3a 2y AT @2dzQNB f S0 Ay DackdskehsieS oK dza ARR | W K\
hair before moving over to Jack again.

G { K2 NJwithitiie 2aNdbse of the Time Agendind myself involuntarily unemployedn a teeny
bit of a bind financially speakirand acompletely innocenfugitive. As| amthe reputable one out of
the three of us thoughtyou twomighto S ' 6 £ S {2 JokrSahd.Jack Kth 8neri o ¢
derisively at the same time.

G wS Lidza | i K a@dyieSos NisyRydu know full welou are jusa thief like him And
Johm a ISihkca Whérthave you beemykind of & | RBaKdorher hips she stared Jack down,
her eyes blazing.

GANnd snce when have you two been Captaids® | am not ghief; L QY 'y | NOKF S2f 23A4i
been unfairly persecuted Sighing softly, Justine loweatder hands and her voice, sidling up to him

again.ocOh come on Jack, you know | was always the btaigeur brawn, my sweet loving

husbandsA perfect matchAlthough a less thaperfect marriage.€ As she stroketier finger along

his chesL I y (i 2d@dbcoRskigUsly shifted towards his holster again.

& a I NEBWRRHAIf squeaked in surprise.

GOhO 2 Y S Jéhy Idaked up from his chair and rubbed his bleedingilivasvalid on just one

planet, it was onljor one month, andtiwas purely forcover ona job€ Shifting, he shivered in the

cold flat.& hd could wepleased @S G KS OKI G dzy (i Ndck ghve Erbquickyldre Of 2 (1 K S
but shruggedan@ NJ 6 6 SR Wdza G Ay SQa oNRAGYE LMzZAKAY3I KSNI kgl

GWdza GAYy ST X3 KERE AKOWUQRA NSOt e y20 az2YSIHGKAy3 |
morningé Jack turned back to Joh@lohn, stop complaining, you got caught with your trousers
down-¢

Gvdza GS £ A (K Masfalf abnelwithivdrlitie bhdiends, it wasosweet.é Wdza G Ay S OK dzO0
and looked over at Johdlt reminded me of that time the three of s

GWdzaGAYyS AT @&2dz R2§JI&ktriadl ® intprazpt sshedadsedh @ folck toyspeak Qf f
over him again.

G, 2 dzQ Ddck {oLBII Y| Shégikhéd wickedly, revealing a row of perfectteeth, 2 dz | y 2 ¢
how much | enjoy itAImost as much as you d® ¢

GWdzald RSFf ¢AGK W2KYy | YR Hubefteeifillcgnfnd 8 WaGtogdt A NJ 2 T &
020K 2F @&2dz 2 dzZBoutkgislighly sh&durfséy@dlagain, hofding bet skirts before

turning and striding back over to John, moving off into the flat to retrieve his clothes whilst Jack

returned to Gwen and lanto, whispering softly.
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GDsSYy> L ¢l yla @&2dz (Bavebées ahy reppris ofker aryvat éspekidily fiorid S NB

the guys he was with when she turned dgso check if there have beenyaather surges in rift

activity. If anyone else turns up | want to know aboufBAR Eurning to lanto he placed his hand

onthed 2dzy ASNJ YI yQ&d &dK2dzZ RSNEga@NALILIAY3I Al az2fdafte | &

GLEFYyG2Z L ySSR @2dz (2 0 NiupubthelsdcBity ocken firdlRaimhd®® o6 dzi Y|
having her get access to any of that y&lso nice touch with the hand thing, can yourgawn flirting

with her like thatMight help distractherendB K (1 2 ¢ 2 NJ 2 dzéheaddédibweda K S Q& dzLJ
nodded but lanto simply stared at hjra touch of amusemerand many unanswered questions

his face

G{ 2 @&2dz R2 yantd akéd\dmicéof r&li€f MIKis voice.

4 { K S Qdimelagent&rifl she used to be married to both John aihultaneously. Jack

laughed quietly and raised an eyebrow in a slightly mocking madher. RA Ry Q& ( NHza G KSNJ
no way in hell | am trustiniger now.But as they say, keep your friends close and your enemies
closer.£[ 221 Ay3 20SN) KAa akKz2dzZ RSNJ 6KSe 41 GOKSR | & &k
to unsheathe his sword, carrying out a sequence of practice strokes wittoiting like gro in the

empty flat & hd until I can work out which she is this time | intend to keep her right where | can see
KSNXIE

~kkk ko

JackO2 dzf Ry Qi NBaAad 32byyhawateeThweiHe Bad Bédlinyhie ar&yon NI y OS
over a century but th&Vater Towerand invisible lift were recent enough thavenhe still found
themanoveltyt f dzi KS RA RY Q the way iyf tfmt sBetnighi e 2l tokg&t Miough

without them. As he threeex agentstood on the stonglustinelooked up at théWVater Tower

GL aK?2HabvwRs K | ISS & I A Rhydsit avisry phalld@ke stNidtufe séems to have an
SOAt 3ASYAdaA AY AGKE

Gl S& LQY | 3J2shdwerddB NIy €3 ©1 WAIDRKR AdFR K GIf eRBY QU YAYR
oAl PE
& . 2 NB RCaptaindofrewriggled beside them and let his unimpressed gaze roam over the Plass.

éBeen here, done thisbi& 2 Yy Qi 3 S $dzI&) 2 WA KDHAR & TuBRrdzio fdde him
Justinestroked a finger down his cheek slowly.

GW2IKY L RARY QU I YDYR &f del A RIAYBDBSNI KIF S SyYyRSR dzLJ
As the lift began to descend she grabbed hisudther, wincing at the grating noisand the vibrations

from the stonedeneath their feetWith a worried expressioshe regained her balandefore

looking round at Jacki h K Y & = dddodit faf{& & AdeNI o0SF2NB 3I2Ay3 R2g

OWhereas pu never usually give a guy a chance to géféohn retorted as he wrapped his arms
around her trying topull her close as the lift descende8liding out ohis armsJustineturned to
gazearound her at theHubcuriously, making sure to stand well clear of the edge of the platform.
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For allthat the men seemedfieg A G K G KS aAKSSNJ RNRBL)] aKS 0O2d#Z RyQi K
as she looked dowrshe quikly hid it though, looking out with interest at tiéub.

a | Y,Yice sizeLove the tile work, former underground railway platformMichimplies your base
was not alonet Laughing out loud as Myfanwy screeched passtinemade a cooing noisé. ! ¢ ¢ ¢
youeven haveapet! S 6&a GKS fl1adGd 2yS @2dz KFRX (SSylr3S o628

A A, LA M

a | g, hewasmptabog  WI O1 02 NNIBXhi e&deseSvdd Rprdakh, Ehpyt miature
Fl adSNweé

& b #hét fasté Justinespotted Gwen and lanto waiting at the tom for them and raised an
eyebrow.d aceptionparty] S Y S [RatiSgicibse to dadhe played vih the top button of
hisshirt.d { G NA L) &SI NOKK ¢

Gal &0 S¢Giaing & fiMstbut unable to resist a smildack grabbed her wrist again, stopping
her with an irritated lookd Ust the weapons for now.John & 2 dz THeN®atched in silender a
momentas John begrudgingstepped off the platform anthanded over his weapons yet again,
both Jack andustine wincing as he slid the small gun out from the back of his trousers.

& h 16y thegoddessesio you two still do that®  Wdza G A y'S | éaéltat & Rist wrgng ®vsé 3 dza (i @
YIye tS@St aoé

Looking over his shoulddphn continued disarming as he leeré¢char.d h K 02 YS 2y &d6SS(K:
fA1S €2dz20@0S vy S duStNG sy #d ldokef atddcksShe smiled suggestively.

G52 @2dz atAftf 1SSLI I E2EARSRIKIEQLBNWERYE KSdNIKiE NIRIZS
slide down his chestor jdzd i (G KS dza dslaring ivéningly Jack ftepe down off tifie
as John moved out the way, the scan showing him to be clean at last.

G aeé §£Offé&tidgdis hand to Justine, Jack bowed slightly mockiaglg dzNJ & SAbtuty & @ ¢
protestshe @st a sideways glanegi (0 KS & OF Yy SNJ Agighibggs Sy Qa Kl yR 06S¥2
G, 2dz O yDaSyNW¥2GA2Yy SR (0 20F NR a0 RANJIBAS OnyERanmded d R & (

5

apart from Gwen shook their heads quickly and spoke.
G! NB It Siopé

G2 KI G Sudmido &alit, on the trayé Gwen tried not to let them get to her but glared at the
I YdZA8R t221 2y WHO1Qa FLOS L2508 Y20A2ySR 6A0GK

¢ 1Ay3a Wk O1,ustinguihFed dolnRighttylarytl Regan to disarReachinglown to her
waist she removed themallArbalethangingfrom her hip, placing it onto the tray without a word.
Two small guns from the back of her waistband followed suit before she crouched down, no fewer
than four different blades coming from her boofslong length of wire was pulled free from her
waistband and a smaller thin string of wire emerged from her second wrist plate before she pulled
the same knife she had used on John out from it.
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From her cleavage she retrieved a tiny spray bottle whifstizch attached to her waist yielded
what at first glance appeared to be a makeup setwhich madeGwer@ scanner went crazy when
passed over itOne more small pistol to go and the tray was almost overflomihgn she took off
her cape and let it drapever the tray

Jack looked at her somewhat incredulougly2 Kl G y2 f2y3626 | yR |jdzA 3SNJ

G¢KSeQNB Ay Sfiriggipg) Ksinehalifo@ het abds as the scanner pronounced her

clean and did a small pirouette as though to demonstré€@h and | decided to leave my sword

behindl t 1 K2dzZAK KIFI @Ay3a &aSSy W2 KAyshapoute@arJoiiack A Y ONBRA O
AN 66SR KSNIINY Ay 2yS KFEYR YR W2KyBRudaARY SGiKS 2
so masterfulSowhendowe gettda SS & 2 dzNJ NR 2 YK §

WEO1 f221SR 2@0SNJ KAa aKz2dzZ RSNJ i GKS 20KSNERE | f Y2
them as he dragged the bickering pair awi@aving the others to lock up the weapoiReturning

his attention to his old friends he steateghemdeeper into theHub. Uponreaching the conference

room he let go of John and pushed him into the room.

GW2 KYWHzadi Ay €z ¢ SGruyhBliSgRohii did as e fvds ®id, moving out of earshot as

Jack pushed Justine into the wall, the fooféhe move making her smilé.[ I &G OKI yOS (2 ¢
the truth before everyone else turns up/hat are you doing here?y R Ay I ff &ASNAR2dzAy S
Baronessiow? Jackowered his voice after a glance at Jotihat happened to your grandfath@r

Whendid you get his titl& €

Sighing she looked past him at John and, contenthdzf Ry Qi K Slbhfireshe 2 1 SR o+ O]
answered, her voice lovéiHe died a few months ago and the authorities may have found his

collection€¢

G, 2dz YSIYy (KS I NHhaSrgdlazipss thé dhides@om m&Smajoridtorical

arAiSaKks

GL RAR y24 aiGaSlIf GKSYX GKS&@ 4SNByQil LINPGSOUGUSR 6K
0S02YS I NOKI S2ft23A0Ff aAiaidSa | y mBesdésMiosaiag &SN G KS |
the HA always had it in fony Grandfather. dzii Shé@gpianed and slid her arms around his waist,

looking into his eyesiTechnically.€ She practically purred as she felt his arms wrap around her in

return, albeit a little hesitantlyd L (i a tédnsy bit illegalSo they may have seized the estate,

stripped me¢

éNow that must have been a sight \itite@(pted as hepulled her closer, his hands playing with
the laces on her corset even as her hands began to slide lower than his waist.

&of my title and tried to arrest meBut | managed to persuade one of the agents to, um, cut adeal
GLQff o0SG AG 61 & @2dzNJ gAYyYyAYy3I aYAES GKIFG RAR Add
G! YR L 2dza iof fefp §dRingrsonfe.X & @6 Slhc@ile &nd let her go, pushing her

backwith a frown.
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a ¢verageWhat sort of leverage?

Gae 2D KIMKSE R YS 4§ A3 KBS iKKXNAIWYNEBSIFINE aKS f221SR
shoulders and then up at him againK LILJE Y S A2 hisXirgerstightened she winced and

sighed deepl. & hay, okay. Nothing exactly illegal, just someArtefacts.There® a couple of key

LIASOSa GKIFIG GKS 1! KFra RSOARSR Al ¢g2dzZ ® 0SS KI LILJR
collection but in reality | have a shgjing listé

én return for myassistancE ¢ & KS Qleydieigyiny® RIDp tlie charges against me and
make out that it was all his worleven reward me for my eoperation My record at the Time
Agencywas neveexactlywhat you would calépotless but they are willing to losey file and let me
A0FNIL F3AFAYS 6S NBaLISOGlIof So¢

a w S a LIS Qéck laughedKderisively and let go of her, folding his arms across hiséchstizK €

G D2 2 R, A d&h&folded her arms in return, mirroring his gesture. S 2 LJX SJackKRhisys3 S

my chance to start agaijrto go home at lasiNobody in the public eye knows wioeally am, who |

have been, ot all of us were the agency pin (fBoeshane Bayl can start agairf-rom the looks of

GKAYy3a @2dz2Q08S KI R @&2dzNJ OXKI Yy §u6k giared thiokigh to yieré K St LJ Y
John was sitting with his boots on the table, playing with the rock soeyetimesused as a

centrepiece.

a! yR W Krifidhim into itDoes he know&Heloweredhis voiceagain.d thought no one
else knew about yar grandfathere Justinebit her lip as she followed his gaze before turning back to
him.

d never told him butinlike myselhe sa thief andhas skills we may need so | thought he would be
useful to have aroundPlus he was going to wk out | was here anyway spotted his signal as soon
as | arrived and | lkaw he would find me tooMuch better to have our contact be on my ternas.

oHowever dstretglanced over at John again and shook her head stipviys still fartoo volatileto

tell the truth, andl definitelyO y Qi (G NHza & KA Y Kkezhé dedl orhimdedu YS Ay Iy
know his recordhe is effectively banned from three different centuries across fifteen galaRies.

dzy GAf L YI1S 0KS RSIR WKENBEES lv202 yDdi ZKAYE KS)
f2elfde 0SBesRugyed &R sbepped closer again.

a1 SknbwL QR { dzNJ K A ¥Justing admitédBhié pldcdd a tialkid oid his chest and

looked up at him innocently , 2 dz 2y  {ni, $he 2viafd S/dld hige to be at least twice

whatA & A & 0S¥ 2 NSheleanBd inictise)her Bahdiz slidliyg @round his chest to grab his
braces tight before pulling him forwardsehmouth hovering over his

GwAA KU yiG2 Ay (0 SkédNdist ditiSaRraylodrinks$ wag going to offeto servethe
refreshments but | see everyone i WJLJE (2 2 dza (i Gwénthielv Judtirke 4 uitk gae a @ €
FyYyR WEO]l | WK asshe QRatbhftd ladt@ dzQ 2 2 |
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G h 2 LIastiné giggled and let go of his bracsightening them with anockguilty look.05 A Ry Q i
Y&ty G2 338G &2dz A e drabBeddief wWiistseandiplished tieSawasy ydhufyiis
voice stern.

62y Qi Ol €hé whisgeréd fidréehdistine looked up into his eyes and her smile faded, a
small frown line appearing above her eyes as she regarded him.

G h.K 2 dzQNB & S NAéShebokédd@dziwhdteilantd and Gwen were chatting and

arguing with Johnd | 2 dzy’ 3 S NJ |-SifoRIdhavblEhowin, i@ idiPays were moving bassume

inviting him for a little game of butler and mistress would be out of the question th€a®ting her
eyeoverGwenasheft S yYSR 2@SNJ G§KS G of Rustideginnadvohn®the W2 Ky Q& ¢
IANI KE

Ga NNRASRXZ¢ W OjanithefradiiéhdlBeRsé.MigtineRyfowled in frustration.
Gt ALl &3®zSaa L QY & iHndihg backhe glac¥d Knger dnmiSdiarel drushed it
acrossslowlyd , 2 dzZQNB | f g @ 4 th&GhM2ES G2 (N8B AXSY 2dz8R R & 4 d¢

Stepping aside Jack movadiay from hewithout answering following the others into the room.
Stayingn placefor a moment Justinshruggedht the rejection & shewatched him go.

G, SLI 2dzaid tA1S GKS 2fR RI @aodé
~kk _k ko
Gwenwatched suspiciously as they camedustine and Johending uptaking seat®n one side of

the table, herself and lanto on ¢hother and Jack at the hea#fter a few pleasantries about coffee
the conversation died into an awkward silence before Gwerkspp.

G2Sftf L R2yQlU 1y2¢ | 062dzi LIFy(G2 odzi 0o0ST2NB ¢S 32
and a few answeréGlancing at John, Gwen hesitated a moment before contindidfger t £ G KI G Qa
happeneddi KS I ad FS¢ (AYSal 48 208y SRBLEWE Of &Y LI B (
unreasonablaequestkb €

Jack looked at her, considering for a moment before leaning back in his chair, his hands folded neatly
in his lapln marked contrast John was slouching right down in his chair whilst Justirsttiras

almost primly, her hands on the table in front of hBiodding, Jack glanced at his old colleagues

before he answered Gwen, even though his eyes shifted to lanto.

G2 KId R2 &2dz 6yl (2 1y26K¢E

Gwen shrugged and folded her arms slightly confrontatitynas she looked over at Joagain
G2 St f> L 3dzS & athedly ond®Bedzfyd reallii maki to MK three of them
burst out laughing, both men hastily talking over each other.

& 2 K NG, Kot to Johré Jack answered quickly before John interrupted.

G! NB 82dz 1ARRAYI 58SSGAST KS Y184 I f2dae
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G 2 K Ithink these two are trying to say€.Justine cut over them loudly before quietening down as

they stoppedd b 2 G KSe& y S@S NI TheyMNdtddEhRnarBed © Kes Shie Endiddislyly

and cast a sideways glance atthetwomeéb 2 & G KIF G L G221 YdzOKBulLJS NA dzl RA
the fact is ve had a job to do on a piet that had a strict Matriarcal societye She leaned back and

little and stroked heK Y R | f 2y 3 W2 K yIQas she Botidzfe®® SN f A Yy ISNA y 3

oUnmarried men were not allowetd goout unaccompanie@nd could bégursuedby any female
and were obligated to submit, which would have caused a lot of complicatiwideast ofall that
thesetwof  O1T SR OSNIFAY | LIWSYRIFISa GKIFIG GKS t20Ft 02

GLiIQa y2i (GKSEyWwys$ NNEEKR NRBREZG &R A5 ¥za G2 deK ByW @& K
laughing at that and John smirked baldato rolled his eyes in silence as Gveatmed down béore

exchanging &nowing lmk with JustineJack watched them closely, spotting how Gwen was

becoming more relaxed with the conversation but still slightlgpicious

éSo to m&e things easier | married thein  WdzbniidugdShiftingher gaze awagndanswering

Gwen but addressin@nto, das in | maried John then | married Jadkwas allowedas many

husbands as | likedubthey were never joined to each othéran impish grin lit up her face as she

gave her eshusbands mothersideways glance @éll,y 2 G Ay (GKFd &Sy &aS Fyesgl &

Jack cleared his throat and spread his arms wide, gesturing as he gpbkié. ¢ & 2d&nd 2y S Y
0SAy3 waLR1Sy F2NIR YSIyild W2Ky | yR Jlusti@hatfie® IS4G | N
and chuckled softly

0Except for when you nearly got us all kiltéd

G¢KIG o1 &acKlaugheddndipbidtdd &it John, an amused grin on his face that somehow
made him lookyounge ! ye& gl &3 AdG ¢l a | GSNB f2y3 GAYS | 32 dé

G5SLISyRa 2y gK2a$sS A YBuyasyitSvaichglagidhlstiBe noddidddaridy 3 F N2 Y
fiddled withthe leather of her wrist guards h Kd i case anyone is worriddmade sure | carried

out the divorce ceremony beforewe let 2 G KS@& | NB 02 Y LIXH8npée fickefetl BS Y Sy
to lantoagdn and his eyes met hergithout flinchingd 2 St £ = YomplotSyT NB 8 b ¢

Ghilre GKIFG (SAEn_ﬂlad:eﬂ hyedhanil fak cin thé table and leaned forwérd 2 ¢ KIF G | NB
you doing here®hy comeandvisitnow?L | & & dzY'S { KA 2| X Hisfckisat lgadeani | &2 O
her chair and looked over at Jack, letting him take the lead.

A

Coughing politelyjackpullS R DgSy Qa G dSyidAz2y odWHIA QR KK-AZY 005SSH2 N
by the, well oure He motioned his hand to indicatdl ¢hree of then. dOldgovernmentto track
down certain items from the pashe has some archaeological experieéice

G, St AaKNBIdzA F NI tAGGES (2Y0 NI ditREINGESlipsW& Ky Ay d SNJ
AK2NId 2y ¢

G 9 @S NRJudlifectoSedler eyeb i Weeiak@ L 1y Sé L & KsRplalitRa Y SGSNI K I
gamesdesignet 2 ¢ gt a L adzZJJ2aSR (G2 1y26 KS @RuegR aiaSlHhf
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she looked at Jack, her eyes opening slodlyQ @S OKI y3ISR Yeé VYaitef&lxanL R2y Qi
1Aff KAY KSNB 2NJ g2dzZ R €2dz N GKSNJ L G221 Al 2dzis3

Jack silered them both with a look before heontinued & hd we are going to help her to get what
AaKS ySSRa ljdzaiolfe a2 aKS OFly 3ISaG ol O o¢

Gwen nodded before looking back at Justi@eC 2 NH A B&em YuSe LAdY Hartless is it Lady
Justine®

Gt t Gustd$ It YS WdziAySoé

GWdza GAYSZ odzi W2Ky OF YS K S MBtrustddhikandl@stsdnedg O1 | YR
good friendsbecause of iso why the hell should we believe ytat aloneK St LJ & 2 dzK ¢

G, 2dz KI @S §SBrugbiits) )} Jastng leained dack in her chair and folded her arms lightly.

0ANnd | suspect when you hear what | have planned you will most definitely not want to helirhe.

can say is that | will proceed with or witlitoyour help.So if you throw me out now all | ask in the

wayofce2 LISNI A2y A& y20 (2 € Si Ih&ké&ned idwivdtds Al pldcedia 1 Yy 2 «
her hands flat on the table, her voice strong and clear as she spokef G KS& I N¥eng | A G Ay 3
LINEYAAS &2dz LIS2LIX S gAff 3ISG KdzNI ¢

G WdzA OS OI f Y o ReBddto/gEt wauKdAUBIS WA O  ad & vRll ddj wilzat @4 dardto

help and get you back on your wdy 2 y Q % Jagk3eaned forwards now, his hands wrapping

around his coffee mug ars pose casuaBut both his teammemberscaught the warning tone in

his voice and nodded just slightty.D2 2 R® ¢ KI (1 Qa {KS ARdwsShtildciptoviérh & (1 A Y S
Ladyl I NJifeafugesia® she leaned back and looked at each of them in turn.

& h Khink you will be pleasantly surprise.K A & aK2dzZ R 6S | gt Ay GKS L

~k ek kK

With a nod of permission from Jadlady Hartless flicked open the cover of her wsisap, the
designin simple black leather somehawore slender tha either of the two Captains, and stood
gracefully, pushing the chair back as she moved over to their disptegn Easily interfacing with
the computer she inclined her head to the side as a list filled the scfeéw more presses and
pictures took shape alongsid®me of the names, images of a variety of strange aibjeotating
slowly on the bluebacked screen.

G ¢ K A NJoBjects 6f XaBoBs ages, all of which will be lost forever in the next couple of centuries,
most in just a few years whehe-¢ She stoppedhort at a pointed cugh from Jack and a slow smile
formed on her lips as she nodded at the warniaiga & | LIStffeatd Byabg the Scentury all

of these objects were lost, their significance overlooked during this particular century and
inadequate steps taken to ensure thelong term survivallt is only after recent research that the
Heritage Agencgr HAIn the future has realised thaome ofthese objet possessed a certain
significance

She paused and looked at them each in turn as sb&espesturing with her hands as she
continuedda! & &2dz Oy &SS Y2al HoppingliSthah angthing dlsg I O G dzl f €
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artefacts that at this time are fairly commonplace such as the first class stamp, a complete set of
current coinagdor the UK, a commemorative plate fronh¢v dzS S ybie&é Wdz

Gl £t Al SYKES OASMINERSY 2 T vailtS iStgfrupletl dmiodthy 8sihis eyesLskippdd
through the next few lines on thestiand made the connection.

G/ 2 NNL&IQJustine noddedith a smile and inclined her headto hicd. K ¢ OFy L &l é&x
anniversary coming up and her image is in big demani. SsNaBasome other things, safoucks
cup-€

G{ G NDGi€p a Bézi 6 dzNB G 61 & FI N fSada LacompankdititKly LIy
up her whole face as she looked at Justine increduloasly.2 dzQ @S 32 { Justke 6 S {1 ARRAY:
shrugged and folded her arms, staring back seriously.

Gl @S & 2dz SIS NI DeSSSYKeineéh watched avish Snteést, lanto subtly shif his
OKIANJ ol Ol FTNRY DgSyQa a (GKSe& OldAKi GKS 02YLIS

Gh¥ 02 dzNEh&repliedJusti@Similed sarcastically and came back over, shifting to sit on the

table beside Gwen, looking down at Gwen and placing her hands on hes knan almost school

mistress way.

Gl + @S &2dz SOSNRIRERIRBRoK2 4 ERSAE 2y Rat&sLI | 8X¢ W
02t f SOGSR IyR {SLI I H&e yaN&er hougihat itlisyhiposgibieltotkeep a y Q (i k
everything, to preserveverything, that someonesomewhere must take on responsibility for

RSOARAY 3 4 KI [ooking downvat @vbidishdiy ah shook her head slowly.

G52 @2dz NBIffe& Kayheinverfiondfahdzpostdl seivicecahddughiiapenny

black stamp because you wanted to put it in a museum pethga g 2 dzf Ry @id? Jist dz3 K
0SOIFdzaS a2YSUGUKAYy3a Aa O02YY2y LI I OS 2NJ AYyaArAayATFAioly
the future.Paper is a fragile materidt.breaks down, degradeé\nd that is where | comia; |

scavenge items from the past to take them forward to the futyre2 & S& L &4 Whe | LI LISN
looked at lanto who was mouthing the rest of the list to himself as he read, a similar look of

bemusement breaking over his femes.& | y RsticllJff £ A2 NIhia 2F LI I AGAO0d¢

G2 K& LJGiven ésked Bustine blanto ansvered, his fingers interlacing as he leaned on the
table.

LG RS3NhdES K S2 BEMmtplastio/stuis Io qdite literally sweat, oozing liquid and

makirg the material very brittle] A { S LJ LISNJ A Qa dzyf Al Stasisti2 adz2NBA D
neededf 2 NJ [ | R& Wdza His\g¢iz8 Qraied badk\d JAskia® Bedeiad out a few of the
itemswithasmallsmilér [ S32 o0 NRARO| &z LMapppNekl @ysa ddshvi&Rlunardy, 4 8 S & >
a rampant raké

LU aK2dz Ry Qi 0 Si KKS NIRRT Ridi@intEaagol sin&oghly, Sharing adk8owing

grinwith lantod L G KA Y {1 S fatRingsSyié afouridd hegeShatlcget you started.

Butyadlz RARY Qi N3X I forfa dcavgnded Runb2ddaii® Hebelydsiclosed slowly, aimast
pleasureat the stern tone and she slid off the table smoothly, moving back over to the screen.
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G 2 da@htBnost of these things | could have got on my own, it just would have taken-tivhech
L R2Yy Q0 NSA T 2y KI5 | Paying with Nk vDidt Atrap\ihe fiskah tzdl Sréen
continued scrolling serenely on the left whilst an imagekéred to life on the right.

A LA oA oA oA

L yYySSRaVSUWESRNBGSTIKIG TSttt (2 91 NI K Theymagehnp |
resolved into a small but beautiful rodks surface marked with almosharblelike veins of a silvery

metal but it washe small crystals embedded in the metal that caught the éye. Ol dz £ £ & L al &
meteorite, this is a pallasitd.hose crymls were identified as Olivingthat you would consider

LISNAR2G ¢6KSyYy AGQa 2F 3IASY ljdz £t Ade g

QX

a! t I flankododkéddiet at Jack thia small smiled 2 | & y Qhie typie firdck Lex Luthor
320 YNBLIW2YAGS FTNRY AJack (akgled B d&d¢di sorhedghdfetidcdrefin T A £ Y K
that gaze as he grinned at lanto.

GD22R YSYAIWIO| .AO2KFRYWI S RNB |  hatBuchd Zidz Sy BMER yidlce Ay 3
inclined his head in acceptance of the compliment and Justine shook her head slightly in castfusion
their irrelevant statements

G{2 lyeglrezs AlQa 0 K edINBL aNI TNIES Rsalkid catidér8oyhatt | dAAAGISS d
precious as there iso muchmaterial fromeach impacii K+ & A 0 Q& StSpaline addzRe
pretty but nothing to stand outMost of the samples are held by museums and that sort of place for

study and display and so ddnfortunately not generally speaking the sort of thing you can pick up

atthe cornersho@ dzi L GK2dzZaAKG @€ 2dz YA 3IKIlcdubof tcodrdgdst (1 2 Wo 2 NN
steal one¢ John snorted, finally paying attention to the conversation.

Gyou really hae changed, paper, plastic and roegks W2 Ky o@ngeSndaisiiRybu risk your
pretty litley SOl F2NJ a2YSGKAY 3 GKI ( obatlsayt dade & goBlHza 6 SR 4 A
Quick as a flash she faced him, her hands on her hips.

G{ Ay OS ¢6KSY IRARdzie 2Idy O WA y3 G KI i RheRefofddJokry @2t @S |
grinned at her lazily but with a ghost of a leer on his face.

G2Stf L KFEgSyQid KSFENR Fy@dKAy3 a2 FIFEN GKIG Ay@g2f
Y S KHé pushedack from the table and rose to his feet, stalking towards her with his usual

swagger and his hands spread wide, 2 dz 32y yl YI { S1 A Busene idlde&hery @8 ¢ KA S
arms, the move emphasising her cleavage as she pouted softly.

G2 2 NI K @& 2Xshidewnlked beBirdéhim, whispering into his ear as she looked at Jack over

his shoulder, a wicked grinonherfabe2 y S 2F (KS 20 KSNA KSINR gKI G &c¢
and he laughed in surpris8pinning around he grabbed her armmbaking heslightly and making

Jack start to rise from his chair.

GLT @2dz Ndhnivarme®reghaking irbabféustineushed himback against the table
angrily before he deflected a slap, their arms bouncing off each others as they fought.
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& [ Adodd chn a con marlike | would do to you what you did to me on Celene PsrShe
ducked beneath a punch aimed at her head and stepped back a fraction before pushing into John,
slamming them both down onto the table.

Gwen pushed back from the table hiag lanto already on his feet beside her as he slid his hands
into his pocketsGwenstared at the battling pair aghast and rounded on Jack.

GWwWLetRdz KI @S G2 a2 Lhck keppedfdrwaddia@riedys @A 3 iRE RO G | ya s S
lanto shruggednd tilted his tead to one side to watchAn amused tonereptinto his voice as he
interrupted.

G! t GSNY I QA @SR & F S i O Kantd uyySstetDRelbhttling doiyplé folled, Justine

forcedonto her back on the table afswrapped her legs2 dzy R W2 Ky Qa ¢l Aadz GK2
1A01 KAY 2N LldzZf KAY OGBBISYR&O I EgoQBncal MiIS RA | (G S &
boss quicklyddack whatdi G KS O2NNBOlU GAyGF3aAS F2NI I o6F NB {ydzO]

GeCKIFG 61 & 2yt e-£iokn sal&idowdh atdusting a© he fotightNd grab her wrists and
stop her from scratching at his face.

GwSR 2F O2dzNESzZ¢ W RSB T SMISNNIAE 6 Risteregoled feif & X T 2 NI/ A
FIFAYS WdAGAYS aKATGAY hglingto theRablelasheagiaNfled\@ith Mg Ky Qa
hands.The three of them watched as they struggled thas one his teantilted their heads to the

side as the outsidenm®lled yet againBut this timethe pair weregrinning, the grunts of their

struggle ndonger pain but something else.

a WI G5wengdeidl &s sheaised an eyebrow curiouslianto sighed and stepped forwards to

retrieve the coffee tray as they rollgget again saving the digestives from being crushed by Justine

as they came closedt , 2edily $hbuld stop them she continuedThey stepped back as one as the

two began to kiss fiercely, Jack shrugging as he folded hisharfhs. L yi2 RARY QG 2F 02d
Jack never pouted he would swear that he was doing so now.

GL R2y Qi add&etddK dWHLOEiliGdEda R & &8 S NJ 1 KSYaSt @gSa 2 dz
better later.L 4 Qa y 20 Y& LINRoO6f SY®dE

G h K NBweh $lghed his arm and rounded on hirso if Rhys thinks the Arkafreean
ambassador is getting too friendly with me and picks FA 3K KSQa Yeéuraddfd L2 Y A A 0 A
and old buddy start making out on our conferemoemtl 6 f S | YR A0 Q&¢ y2G @& 2dzNJ LJ

Rolling his eyes Jack held up his hands in defeat and stepped forwards, waiting until Justine was
pressed against theable with John atop her, belted hips rubbing against her before he darted
forwards slipping his hands between them.

Okaykidsg¢ WI O] a K28z &AOB8 SKNR{ & F dzHa3dx\ 50 0ISKR (WK y)E2 daK
and pulled him off Justine, throwing hiagainst the wall but at the same time prasgifirmly

against her chest, keping her pinnedtothetable. 2 1 K ¢SNBX LI yiAy3 KIFNR | yR
resistslidingabdd SR F22 G | f 2y 3sthigk HatcRinghia reaRtrg VazA S O1 0 al A
iKI{iQ&é Sy2daKH

R
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Pressing her hard against the wood he kicked her foot away before stepping back, anger on his face
ashe held a finger up tavarn John.Rolling his eyes John stepped past himd affered his hand to
Justine.

G ¢ & LA Gl tw2WlyOihgsBustiResup frddrthé table with a grimlways trying to come
0SG6SSy dza ¢

Wdza GAYyS &aKNHzZ3ISR a aKS atAR (G2 KSNI TS Siliiw SNEt S| 3
dziX O0SKAYR dzax 2@0SN) dza dddé

a 9 y 2 diacksmaded as he pointed at the chaand ran a hand through his hair in frustration.

AJuiceif you really wanus tohelp you youhad better start behaving yourselfohn, if youno

longer wantme to smooth things over with the police | can either turn you over to them right now

orgivee 2dz I NAFG LINBRAOGAZ2Y YR I LI O1SR fdzy OKX dzyF

Pulling serious faces but fightibgckgrins like naughty schoolchildren they took their seats again,
ignoring lanto as he slid the tray back onto the table and took his seat next to. Siwéimg b sit
close to eactother John leaneih and mockwhispered to Justine.

GL R2 23S Al o k8ghissedsofyRistidenotidedin replybat biShkidips,
childishly putting her finger across them as Jack glaleln chuckled and leaned back in his chair,
putting his hands up to rest behind his head, lacing his fingers as badgtuiet at last Jack
retook his seat and leaned his elbows on the table, resting his head heavily on his hands.

G Wdzawe jusB S GKNRBdZAK GKS NBald 27 W ORieiaasmufledl2 L OF
and as he looked up a weary expression was on hisdat f S ISrilfhdgsoftly Justemnodded and
rose to her feet again.

G { 2 NNIEMowb st Birh she dragged himgertips over his shoulder apologeticaliA couple
of the artefacts areyoing to be a real pain in the g...€ Justinepaused in front of the screen and
using her strap broughthree objects to the foregroundpne imagespinningsedately on the screen
whilst the otherlistings simply stated that no visual record had been found.

éNumber one, aelestial sphere, catalogued as being made in tHecktury and considered to be

arelatively inferior specimen at th@&The screen filled with the image what appeared to Gwen to

be an old fashioned globe, a simple sphere with a pole through its axis allowing it to spin, except that

this one was a glass sphetastead of the usual blues and greessall dots covered its surface and

at the centre of the hbbow sphere a small metal ball could be seént SNE  LINBGG& odzi 20K
seensdzy NBYFNJ Fo6fS G GKS LINBaAaSyd GAYS»E

G { S O 2we Rdved pocket watchlt belongs to a London faitg but is on loan as part of a touring
exhibition onWorld War Oneit was owned by an ancestor @gheirs who fought in the war.
Apparently i was his lucky charm, so to spe#tkappears theywill put it into auction immediately
after the tour andarein fact using it as free publicitfhe auction listing is the last anyone egaw
of it and that is in one montk time so we need to find it soofiThe wordsHo image availab@
flashed mockingly as she spoke.
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(0p))
-
A
S

GL R2y Qi KIFI@S Iy AYIF3IS alrRfeé odzi L KF@S (KS
G2 G NI OPregsing abatonyagaimather listing filled the screerher eyes wiching Jack
closely

G! YR &FAFKSEE & 2nhsis atnckizsrie. B charm braceletonce owned by an Engligdy

before it was passed down through her fam#y.this moment irtime it has just been inherited by

her great grandsorBy the time he diesext yearit will have vanished, probably sold on or stolen.

He is the last of the family and in his eighties. The bracelet is gold but not of particularly great
quality.ltwould Qi FSGOK GKIF G YdzOK odzi Sy2dzZak G2 oS | adNT
advantage ofanoldmah. 3 Ay X L R2y Qi KI @S IéBheksiyhedhSshei 2 32 2y
looked at the screen and switched the screen back to the main list again.

& ¢ K S of Mi&abjécts on the list are your bulk standard artefagthe sort of thing thateven if
they are preserved they simply eng ina museunmas one of many, nothing to mark them o&ut
these three are speciabpecifi¢c the HA really wants theggarticular ones or nothingAnd these are
GKSNBE L ySSR @2dzNJ KSf Lipé¢

She moved back over to her chair, sliding in beside an unusually silenthi®lface still showing an

impish grin Gwen lookedat the screen once more befofetting her gaze roam back to Jatle

gave her a small nod, giving her the floorS RARY Q0 (G NMzA G0 KA& 26y 2dzRISYS
concerned and was happy to let her tatke lead.Every time he tried to stay in control when his

own friends were involved ended up in disaster.

Besdes, having someone John and Jusithd Ry Qi KI @S | K2t R 2@0SNJ OFftf Ay,
bonus.And being able to restablish her authority with Justine was importaAtcepting his trust

she leaned forwards, interlacing her fingers on the table as she let her eyes lock on to the other

woman, staring her out in that way that only a woman can.

G52 @e2dz KIS (GKS RSOFAfa ZF DBKSS cEnEMSERIMmt giokeS 06 NI O S
isE

a! Ol dzl Dustiefliék&ldhgoagh the listingdThe globe is currently on display in a stately home

type place one of those ancient buildings with the pretty grounds andneironmental controlé

sheglanced over at Jack with a gdratherf A 1S G KI 4 RdzYL)J 2F | K2A1Sf @2dz
a pointed cough from Gwen she turned back, professional agdave a file with all theetails of

the specificitemsonWA G K WI O1 Q& LISNX¥AaadaAz2y LQff &ASYyR &2dz |

Gntb ¢ Do Sy vy 2 &Rd Bouldtake &ldok @anhd work out what we can gather quickly
that would be greatPerhaps you can take John and grab the easy bits tdaaldo you still have
GK2aS FTNASYRa G GKS YdzaSdzvyKe

¢h K @Jack doélded and grindeslightly cheekilyd idey still owe me a few favours for the stuff |
donated for the 98 anniversary of the end of thEirst World Wax who knew my old junk wodlbe
worth something some daytZcan get onto them and see if | can get some help with thewO K & £

Gt S NgGwed ndiled softly and turned back to his old flandésa F2NJ G KS o NI OSt Si4 L
details on to Andy, see if he can find out anything about the old man and where the bracelet might
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be now.lanto, if you want to take Justingpstairs and get thoselés off her that would be great;
gSQtwithyoud y | Y2YSyil o¢

& / S NI lartoyhbddett &and pushed bafiom the table.Standing smoothly he offereuis arm to
Justine who took itwithagrimia @ fF R&3X GKAA o & d¢

PeekingbacR @S NJ KSNJ daK2dzZ RSNJ 4 WFHO1 aKS Y2dziKSR WI SQ
upstairs leaving the three ofthem alone in the conference room

Ghldofng WF O] &+ ARX6KISHYR yEKF 20Dy KR

G2 KIFEG YI1Sa @2 dz YiKKénlaughédanddeandzt bRek im Bi chair, shifting his

feet orto the table before Gwen leaned over and pushed them off aghiQY | & Y dzOK Ay (K¢
82dz FNB FyR 0StAS@S YSI A ldAnR@&byaybSigve tha dagyR G S NE  LIN
bullshit?{ KSQa 3ISGGAYy 3 & oF R I Jackeélp qphiganddathingly batS a | & @
Gwen interrupted.

G! Giidze L ol yGiSR 2 &R, Johntagddhistidw comeydu alkhavEthei | A RX &
alYS AYyAGALFf &a& AGKME ANEYI@s 30 22 10 ANY tR§NB ©

G 2 St Jadkdighedkand leaned back, running a hand through higthailS ¢ SNB | aadA 3y SR
J atthe agenc L (i Q %of olurA. faliegorya reflection of oupersonality, aptitude and so on

consider it a reflection of our final grade ranké Jack paused for a moment, trying to work out how

to explain it.d ¢ Kr&t agént on any scene establishes a cover identity usigig rank initial in our

case J sabn, Jack, James and so bopefully based on a real persfmom that era€ Grinning Jack

looked at Gwen as he continued.

GThe surnames are just an optional extra, a bit of fulackpointed at John carelessi§\We all

worked together before athdecidedto go for the same initials; ¥ {1 S& A G SFaASNI AT (K
cleanup involvedSo when John heard | was Jack Harkness he went with a J H naméitoe may

also explain where Justingot Hartlessrom, sheK S NR W2 Ky$¥0a yI YS | yR

G5SOARSR i 2 Grihifirig Saptaik Jdhn IHafolded his arms behind his head, sniffing

slighty.d { K2dzft R 6S 2FFSYRSR L &adzlJll2aS o0dzi Udlked KAy 1 A
a2YS LIS2LX So¢

G2 Sftf aKS gl a 2dzad I 1 AR I Gardol&k®udanfakédn | YR L & dzLJLJ?
A Y LINB &ackepligdbarcastically

NineteenEDg Sy Qa SeSa 6ARSYSR | &4 HBoSouimdad yoSwered@hi 6 SSy
YIENNASR G2 KSNI ¢ KIgk acuslli$looked mbghersibiticimerely

shrugged abe spoke.
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GeKIG gl KIS yarXlo € SNE KSNJ FANRG 2 NJ lawel théteh y 3 ¢ Wi
were a couple of things she tried for the first time with us, do you remember that right

G . dzidabKpeddup his hand to stop himashe spatii KS K2 NNA FA SR Rey@dess2y Dg S
of age she was still an ageAind a damn good onewhich means she is ruthless, determined,

selfish,and highlyskilled, a fighter, interrogatotorturer, temptress} € A NJ ' YR L 1Y 26 7T
athief.{ KS O y Qi 06 S d4ii Bastb&itatéd aml glénged at John who was watching him
curiouslya L4 KF & o6SSy | f2y3 G4AYS airAyoBllwBwides KSNI f |
than she was and | managed to do altjgtven John here may become a decent human being one

day-€

L QY NAIKG KSNB 82dz | Y26HE

G{2Qa LI aaAo f.&Qackdnetdefullyias hé B&h& back in his cfidir@lgopossible

aKSQa LI I yandm@anorGwerfl Anjg8ing toneed yal and lanto to watch my back on

thisone! YR {SSL) 'y Se&S 2y igRadeNdtlgsinganwniore staifie & 2 dzZQNB |
LJ- LIS NI 2AND Gaewbiiked a@t her and Gwesmiled at the joke

GwAIKR 6SHTHSNDISG 2y (2 SR RRIZG|] aTKNSRhéck tdaRShel (& 0af KSSS |
KFay Qi | NP dza SR olisyGvenstonilasknideso yollod Antil FohnNuatted and
shook his head slowtp stop him.John waiteduntil Gwen was out of the room before speaking.

G, 2 dz a Gthidgfortte kidES W2 Ky | 4 RS R Q ljJdide SndrkeXyseyed there.
Although | suspect that is a whole different matte...

d_eave Gwen out of iAs for Juice I.l.guess | just feel like | owe herohie. W O1 & 22 R GKSYy
and looked over alohn, one handonhishigg KI & ¢S RAR ( He Kafddtowdrds y Qi F I 7
the doorthen stopped as John called after him.

q AFS A dofnGighedheavithehehuckledd . 2dz (Y26 (KS& LI NIYSNBR Y$
after you buggered ofih a hufK dack turned back, surprise on his fataNdza & F2 NJ I O2 dzLJ S
(KS 41 ayQd F 1AR Fy& Y2NB | yR arktdhatshesvoull @F A y A G St &
YS 6KIG aKSQR 0SSy drAktrange labiKckobsadilaBiakeSs hisltode | ¢ | @
became more serioust 5 2 Y Qi dzy R S MB&He paddediadmoriiedtNdonsidering.

G{ KS AayQi G§KS 1 AR G&VRisizyou g8 IgnEré playidgfappy@ednijfes i thatzS R ®
godforsaken time loop she was still workiswgd gill learning{ KS Qa R I Hé Bb&eNPhiszteab £

at2gte FyR LI OSRalyREFYR @bidelit,yahdrainNddds dall for

you,you daftbastard! Yy R L R2y Qi (1y2¢ o6KIG &2dz RAR (2 KSNJ {1
off about ité PushingpastJack carefully he sauntered off after Gwen, chuckdmbe called back.

G!' yR 82dz 1y26 o6KIFIG (GKSe &are lFoz2dzi I 62YFy &d02NYS€

~k ok kK

GhaylQy adlk NOGAYy3I (KS Wi dstgidplacedhbrristystapoh the desklanto
watched as the data began to form into a file, details of the differetgfacts spinning pasin the
screendtskK 2 dzf Ry Qi &®E 1S (22 t2y3
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& D NBlanto sadded and moved back from the desk, discreetly locking the controls so shereglQ (i
access them before rising to his fe8tretching a moment he watched the screen for a bit longer
before turning to theirnewguestt / 'y L 3S0d @&2dz I O2FFSS 2NJ 4SSl 46 KA

G ¢S LIuslire folfowed him over to the coffee machine, wanghhim work with a smile.

d never could get the hang of coffdar too bitter for my likingOh and vith lemon, not milk
pleaseSuchab NB I NA O K|l 6 A ( ®¢

G . | NDlandXkHDekléd as heettowork.d QPS Yy SOSNI KSFNR Al 8EaONARO6SR
He glanced up as Justine leaned forwards over thehime, peering at him from the other side.

GL 0SG @ metzngbSe qvitd BiSmE beforeshe said slowly, watching his face intently as
heworkeda 2 St f = S E OS LJiSh& cawghti KISNI&aX AH KWl @Kbégy IS Ay LI yi:
tilted her head to the side curiouslg.2 K I ( K ¢

GL RARY QU [&028] Ahyy=R (dKLA yLI Yl 2 LJdzi 2y KA& 06Sad LRt AG
and a knife as Justireghuckled and shifted to stand besidar

G, 2dzNJ S8Sa& RAR ¢dliding lieKndnd &drossithe 16dof thearddhide2sdedtepped
closer, almost on top of hindHas anyone ever told yoyou have the most gorgeousdypressive
blueeyes. K &s he turnedack a small kniféheld tightin his hand she giggled and stepped back,
raising an eyebrow at him.

a! £ 0 K2 dza K Sdyol se&btdRfind many ways to show meactlyhow you feek lanto

laughed and held # knife lower and unthreatenings she movethack to the other side dhe

coffee machine agair.eaning on the tablshe looked at himcuriouslg., 2 dz ¢ yi G2 Fal Y!
a2YSOKAYy3IKE

G, 2dz R2 aSSy (2 1 yahts codgkdd & littlerbdrrassédhagd]lobkgdugp, ¢
handing hetthe tea and motioning to the coucld , 2eda6 Mepathic or anything | hope or | am
d2Ay3 G2 KIFI@S a2yYS aSNA2dza SELX FAYyAy3a (2 R2dé

Gb2g L NBI f Chacklingghe Sndzdhe? lzid @uicklyer fingers wrapping around the

tea as she walked overtothe sofa{ | Rf & G KI {0 ifimy@enésSalthpudghnNg A & y 2 0
grandfather did have the uncanny ability to know when | was lying so maybe there is some hope for
YS &Sio¢

Laughing politely lanto glanced the computer as he passed he saw they had a couple of minutes
left to go.Justine madderself comfortable on the sofa and patted the seat beside her then
chuckled as lanto opted to pull over a desk chair instead.

GL R2yShdsmied widedlyb 20 6AGK2dzi S&dGFo6ftA&KAYI GKS INRA

Smiling backanto neverthelesstayed where he wasn the chairfacing her He watched closelgs
she sipped her tea, picking his momaevith care..
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G WdzA OS K¢ K Snotting intS ker ciguineliastilp leaned forwards ahput the mug down
on the table.

GhlLeéal aetingthabtEhdyour questiché &KS Yl yI 3SR G2 &alé& |a ak
GNR O1 €S 2 Fandwir tining © mé&SRetoteringhedcomposure she sat up again and
looked up at him with a genuine griéAre you asking if | want some or§NE Ay 3 G KS yA O] Yyl Y

G ¢ KS vy X@itosmiedabher softydwl O1 Q& OF f t SR @2dz AG F+ FSg (GAY
where it came frong

a h 16y the goddesses,got that on myveryfirst missioné Giggling she looked younger than her

years asise played with the edge of her mug shydyywas dealing with this um, client, and he had a
heckofalispb AY G NRRdzZOSR YeaStT Fa WdzalAyS WylRasKS Ay aa
only a kid at the time it waactually ratherappropriated $he blushed just lightly and shrugged.

a hd, well, when thestory becameagencygossipthat becamemy official nicknamemy call sigrif

youwilL QS 06SSy WdzA 0S SGPSNJ aAyOSoé

G L Iy Lodkipgpup &t him slyly she took another sip and cradled the moeritap.a / 'y L | ai &2
a 2 Y S i K\bddiagkhésitantly lanto leaned back in the chail. & W!I @ fnealN®hnfsdide ® & ®

something and whilst | do believe John would push himoffa & Q&4 0SSy (y2éy (2 A
single breath so | never reallglieve himbS & A RSa A (1 Qa EXfedaduld daokib& X K2 g 2V

d LYY 2 M@ dudssedanto watched aste sucked in a surprised breath and looked up at him,
genuine shock on her face befoshe lookedaway into the distancedesitantly he nodded todr.
GLGOGQA G NHzS pe

a 5 | YShdking her head softly she subconsciously traced her fingertips along the side of her eyes

as though checking for wrinkle@o wonder it took him so long to recognise meS Q& LINR 6| 6 &
forgotten more than | could ever remembédo wonder he forgoaboutme £ She chuckled bitterly.
0Again.Ah well, third time the charrré The beeping of the monitor snapped their attention back to

the present and jumppig to his feet lanto turnetb the computer, Justine following close behind.
G{2dzyRa LINRPYAAAYIDE

G¢KS R2 gy féhé dnfirinéd aRksofdfied through the information quickly, taking in the

images and data with a practisedeye] 22 1 aat A 8AY3a oAttt 0SS BMROVEXS S
AGF NI YELAY3 ( Neddigy Justioepickad yp Rer wriststing apdid alipped it

back onto her arm.

4 9 E O S£ théspundof Uoices coming from the stairs down into the depths oHilecut short
whatever she had been about to say and she placed a hand on his atip.ig¢ K+ y1 a4 F2NJ 0KS

Straightening up sheeemed to lanto to change, the slight vulnerability he had seen a moment ago
vanishing as Jack and John emerged into the room, bickering asSiseappeared cocky again as
she strode over to them, telljxthem off and flirting with Jack as he watchdswen slid unnoticed
past the three &-time agents and came over tarito.
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G! yeliKAY3 ¢ 2 GdervhidaBredaonimiogkBdoder hisshoulder S RARY Qi NBI Of
he carried on scrolling through$h FAf S& odzi O2dzZ Ry Qi KSt L) It yOAy3

d { KS Belleweyackivas immortalohn had told het lantolooked back at the list before
turning to Gwen and continuingiNothing other than thateall. { KS aSSYa (NHza (62 NI Ke

0So did John for the first bitGwen snorted softly and glanced at the trio agaifrust me, from
what | gather from those two she is just as bad, andswetill is it just me or doesdk have a bit of
I a2Fd aLkd F2N) KSNKE

a w S | farftedsiited sligtly oddlyas he spotted Jack touching Justine more than was usual even
forhimd KIF Ry Qi y20AO0SR®E

& w S I Gwlerirepeéated, smilingit hissarcasndt L. R2y Qi 1 Y 2Idhinkadydndzivho@ 2 dz 0 dzil
52Y84a dzy RENJ (KS KSF RAY3 g But tledSeriows agditshe pyitde S NI 6 NI
hand on his shoulded. Q@S | FSStAy3 ¢S IINB 3JI2Ay3 G2 SyR dzZLl

lanto nodded and ignored the raucous laughter coming from the other three over some shared
reminiscenceEvenforgettingthat jealousy was a factor Gwen had a poifte soonet.ady Justine
was gone again the better.

~k ik kk

a{2 éIWAKY alARI K2t RAy3 2dzi Kia I N¥a G2 LRAyG
®2dzZQNE aSNA2dzate (SEaAg@AYSIR2A5KROIS V8ask ASKKR!

lanto resisted from rolling his eyes and hoisted the carrier bags he was holding higher, ignoring the

slight ache in his arm#.he could cope witltarryingWI Cehtifedody weight during some of his

more adventurous ideasehcould cope witltarryinga bit of shoppingHe could even just about

cope with dragging John around with hiExplaining thepostal system to the timagenthad not

been somethingheha®2 dzy 6 SR 2y (K2dzZAK3X FyR KS aidAtft gl ayQi

GL FFAf {2such§ SrangekcdnceptKolydiou Are supposed to be a time traveller
RARY QO G(KS& (810K 22dz FyeaGKAYI TayNARG 2N RAR (GKSE

GL RARY QO LI & O KIdiddedzOK LBAGH GASY (W22Kyy ALY dgafSrRa ali2 S@ S
heading the opposite way up Queen Street before hastening after lanto ag#irR A 1 Qa y 2G4 f A
ever had to send a lgi S MG closed his eyesifa moment and stopped walking, John almost

going intothe backof him KA & | NXYa AyadAyOuaArAgSte INIoO6oAYy3d LIy
soffty.a a YYY AT @& 2 daisglosgyibBoRly héE tolask Eyady, no need to get all

forcefulonmeb 20 GKIFG LQR O2YLX FAY AT @2dz RARDPOPDDE

LFEyd2 RARYQUO FyasgSNI IyR AyadSIR Lz £t SR I LINRARYGSF
had just boughtDamn.There were only a few things left, all of which required going to just one
shop.Unfortunately it was the last placen Earthhe wanted to gdo with John.

{2 6KSNB KSE\Gaptis I8 fHart/looked over his shoulder, the smell of his breath
making lanto pull away.
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GWdza i 2y S Y 21an hastiy folded the pafes ad tookdaep breath, steeling himself
for the bad news.

G¢KFEy1l 0K $JomatRiRfedmt$ia apms and tilted hisheadbéck. A G Af f R2y Qi 1Y
we had to do this, | thought in this century women were supposed to enjoy the whole shopping bit.
| 2dZiRYPA@SY KIF @S R2YyS (KA&KE

G¢KSe GK2dAKG Yé (y2¢6ftSR3IS 27F ( Kétoperkod at thelisiB | & | 3
again and a small smile grew on his lips at the thought of Gwen shopping for the remaining items

Justine was afted can handlehe last bits on my own though if you want to head back to lthad €

John looked at hinsuriously suspiciononhisfaded LI yGd2Qa I G§GAGdzRS

GLQY FTAYS (KL y {edatingféward Rehgh&dhed dhs listdrdedilénto and looked at
it quickly, a broad grin lighting up his features.h K Ye$yasges, 9 {Hd threw back his head
and shouted the last, causing quite a few people to look round in surprise as he distracted them
from their shopping and socialising.

GLFT AGQa trguplél ¢ A2 YR KIAR asSRdz Ldf S &S GNB G2 1SSLI A

G, 2dzQR NI G KSNJ Y Sohrishadi2his Bead ayicRvaved theSisf it tiumpl K 02 Y S
on, this is my specialtfNow Iknowwhere this one i€ Spinning round he quickly gotstbearings

before pointing down the path and grinning at a purple sign sticking out into the frath 3<aeM it.
Juice may know her historical shit, Jack may be a whizz with the chemicals but me, | have my own
talents.Put me down in any city in any eaad | caralwaysfind the sex shopg.

DN} 66 Ay 3 LI yhélRetally draggdd tha woungeh ian along the path, almost knocking an
elderly couple out of the wayanto hastilyyelled his apologies behind theas he was pulled along,
fighting to gethis arm back only to find their shopping bags were entangled and trapping him there
still.

Pulling up in front of the shop John grinned evilly at the mannequins in the window wearing lingerie
and frilly feather boad_etting go of lant@nd pulling his bgs awayhe rubbed his hands tegher

happily and bounded on idohn bouncedtraightover tothe counter, lanto following at a

somewhat more sedate pacdohn smiled with charm at the assistant and leaned over the counter.

aGD2 2R | T &S NKSalialy, HiRidhd Welsh accent making John snéhew can | help
e 2dzK ¢

Gad FNASYR YR L slyd G2 R2 I FIANI& AyGSyas oAl
junk weighingus dowd. W2 Ky f S ySR 2@SNJ G2 & GiedipgSmalA a FAy IS
patterns over the plasticsurfacéb 2 6> L g2 dz Ry QU g+ yid @&2dz 42 KIF@S
for usshop fitting¢

a { KiALY Idid closed his eyes almost in pain as he corrected John, smiling somewhat
apologetically at thessistant.
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G[ AT GAY IE2 WA JORINTRIWell, FROKE KG AT B QR 2062S0G G2 | fAd
lovely lady such as yoursgdiut for easeand enjoyment all roungierhaps there is somewhere we
Oty tSI@S 2dz2NJ ol 3a gKAfald ¢S aKz2LIpE

& h ¥ NB $ detiefadéitant smiled politely at John before nodding to laintb. ¥ G SNy 2Ydw LI y i 2
Oty tSI@S (GKSY o6& G(KS OKFy3aAy3a NR2Y R22NA I a dzoc

G adzOK 206 f AndliSimy his hedtBnihdnks lanto stepped back with a small smile.

GL aSSs (e 2RUMNEST2ZAF | ySg aAK2LIIAY3IA o0dzRRexXé &AKS | RR
eyebrowd. R2 K2LJS GKS t2@Ste /I L) Alfoudghiths gh@seen®2y S |y
OSNE FTNASYRfe& (223 @&2dz fdzOl1& GKAYy3IDE

Gb23 y253 A ll@uoshédkihis Hedduickldi W G1Pd@a €FAYy ST GKAA Aa

G/ FLIGIFAY W2KY | | NI Z£Léaying Bverfhe antef J8hn Bakfer Bafd inMls O1 Qa ¢

and kisseditsofthd YR A F @2dz GKAYy|l KSQa f2@Sfte 2dzaid o Al
G1 SQa y2i NBmes eL IoyAdizK KISSONBe SIdRRS RX 24JLIA y I €
GLIYy(G2Y a8oWEKKSaKZET]! KAa KSIR FyR Lzt SR ol 01X L
AY LIAY FyR 6S3Fy OF YLA Y3 dzLJ) ysuk@ow ho@ indcB yod G 2 Wdz A
meantone.¢ KAa AK2LIMAY3d GNAL) 6l & adzil2asSR (2 KStLI OS

bringing me to the same placesyou bréug KA Y PINSF QU2 dri2iRging Bislzkgs
down, John paced away, holding his arm across his face dramatically.

a W2 Kiahtd burried after him and found his fingers itching to reach for his geaning close he
hissed intoW2 Keaaagrilya 2 Af f @2dz 2dzaG o0 SKI @S TauNdgBuy OS Ay @&:
with an unmistakeable gleam in his eye John turned tmetre whispering to him.

G2 KIFGQa Ay AlG F2NJ YSKé

& C goM Rolling his eyes lanto resisted the urge to say hisdife.2 dz Ol y Lifo@the 2y S {1 KA\
shop fifty quid maximur ¢ L y (i 2 |j ditiydD Just Behae ybulsBIfBd\v: Ra gedithis
done quickly5 S | A KaZy smile spread over John face and he nodded happily.

& 5 6 Wégging lanto tighlohnpretended to wipea tear from his face beforee headedback over
tothetil.d { 222 / ITéllnd swaelCays) What are your latest Iés

lanto had a feeling he was going to regret this.

DSy RARYQil tA1S GKS gl & WdaAaldAyS gl a K2@SNAy3I | N
just touching it or moving it fractionallfshe looked boredr as though she was memorising

everything.Plus she was hummingnd tappingJohn and lanto had gone shopping, Jack was on the

phone to his museum contactsand judgiry by the flirtatious laughter thatvas going o&y ¢ which

left the two womenalonetogether. Wdza i K S NJ -wif.R Wl O1 Qa SE
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Gwentried to concentrate on her work, surfing through online auction sites for some of the more
20a30dzNB AdGSYa 2y (GKS ftAadx odzi 'a WdzZAGAYS RNA TGS
irritated by her presencd. KS 61 ay Qd 2 Sh, bf 2odzde nét;Fheré WaS nothidgyld be

jealous of Besides, Gwen was happily married and

¢ K| GoRely pdturegWdza G Ay S akF ARYX KSNJ @2A0S Ay dSNNHzZIIAYy 3T |

Gwen turned, her irritation unable to wiout over the smile that brokeut at the sight of the

picture. It was a candid shot of her and Rhys afidheteam at the weddingHer dress was a mess,
Rhys looked a sight and lanto had a slightly shocked expression on his face that she was sure was
R2goy (2 ¢ KSNS O SiNbatwiordeht das K lowéliRshat thdugh and one she had only
recently been able to look at again.

& ¢ K I £Given gmiled happily and pointed at the pictuée. i ¢ & Y& G6SRRAY3I Rl & dé

GL GF1S Al FTNRY (KAAEf VUzA A & PrSdd@aRBiy yoB&RINGG tofne ¢ S | NJ
dzLJKaoking at the mix of outfitand Oven waving his bandaged haf&iven laughed and shrugged.

ad{ 2 YSi{KRA y Yery@éaNy3uinddLthé whole day but we got throughtihd my loely Rhys
KStLISR al @S G Kdudpl 8¢ &KS | RRSR

G1'S Ydzad f2@S @2dz @S NEIustinzPderedichselyatzine pildude @ndl G K | £ £
smiled softly at the way everyone else was looking at the camera but Rhys only had eyes for his new
bride.

w2o0a fA1S (KS&S RZBWQE2SEl & LRt FYRAGRSYAFISHe

GLGQa O@Ewdcaught anRdge of sadness in the othéd Y I yoi@eiand nodded slowly.
Butwe take itaday atatime.a (G KSNB Fye2yS ol O]l K2YS gFAlGAYy3a ¥

Gb2 2yWdk iAyS aK221 KSNIingBar &mslgshiRaikinSdLInGs &e tiiel O1 = F
Of 2aSaid UGKAyYy3 6 pulldd X disgustedfadgihl KO ST 2f RRFSaghsS O ¥ Q@S
0StASPS GKAyYy3IaA I NB & 2ShesdigRed hedvity attidogkedhdBvBMIGWENK Y T I Y A
with a soft smiled was once part of a huge famigg many wonderful getogethers we used to

have when | was a kitlremember this one time | was playing with my cousins and my

AN YRTFFGKSNDOPDE

Wdza G A y 8aiedl ofiZBdah&sBrugged, dismissing the memoty¢t KS& QNB Hibst 3I2y S y 2
them a long time agoAnd my grandfather died more recently.i Q& 2 dz&She looked af theg ® £
LIAOGdzNE 2F DgSyQa @S3REA yaTzNBT ¢KRiyYevEDyaid, bk mukhh& o
means to youYou never knovior surewhenyouwill 3 S G KS OKIFyOS (2 alre AdG |

Gb2g K2g 02YS L &Sh&bigteiat TosB dand HerSgNd gie rdaderk S Q &
LINB(iD@®pwoO®2dA Ry Qi oNAYy3I KSNBRSETF (2 ale Ad odzi wd
thoughtfully.& ! Kh@ good friends you mentioned losing thanks to JOBhe placed a hand on

DsSYyQa &K 2 dzfOR'S NU2fNINE K FidiiNdodbled daddkfodlédgesnent of the gesture

as Lady Hartles®ntinued.
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G! OGdAY f & dzZNLINR &s8BaR aréungl. dp bepgriectlyanksy; | would have shot him for
f S Al eyas Srilded into a slight frown as she thought about it. O (i dzhvéshad hint.for
f Saaodé

aL OF y Gwer cauldyesl thet lips quirking into a guilty smile which she toddde.d 2 St f A
61 ayQiG NBIffé& KA& Flddd FyR K& RAR GNB G2 KStLI c
worse.DNJ & 41 a¥ Qi SEI OdG¢t @

GDNIVIzZA G Ay SQ8 TFTAYISNE (AIKAsSy@BaE | N2 dzy R DoSyQa &K

GWF O1 Q& 0 NP (i K Srowmiag aihe Siturdf shotk ahd sBrRething like delight on
Wdza G A y &Ioha found HinSathd Gwenstood up quickly as Justine ran across kthey, bursting
Ay 2 W GHefade ® Tolfow uBasassuringhand gesture from Jadkrough the window
sent her back to heseat.

That was definitely odd but if Jack was going to deal with it at least she could get back to work.
Catching sight of her phone on her desk she smiled and picked it up, running her thumb over the
keys.Maybe a quick text té&Rhys first wouldn't hurtlf she was lucky she would catch him at his desk,
sandwich in one hand and grumpy expression on his fdegbe she would make him smil&hat

was surely worth a two minute break....

PR R R N

oMmmmthese are always fug, Wghil, yaving something long and pidlghat do you think
lanto?No, wait, | prefer silicone basédNith a sigh he tossed the dildo back onto the shelf before
pouncing on something elséOh but yes, now these aftwilliantd €

lanto resisted the urge to tm around, instead concentrating on the list in his hand and the wall of
sex toys in front of him, comparirige unfamiliar names to the list in his hand and selecting the
right ones.He growled as a feather boa looped itself around his neck and qtlickiyd the length

of it off again.

GW2KyYy > GKAA& R2Sa y2i lanfodlandéd rouRBaRdibif Badkia 2nylle &2 the 0 S K| O A
sight of the pink feather boa NI LILJS R | N2 dzydRnwigzifng DrduglytiSeddxes of toys
and trying to sedct the right one for his treat but stopped as he spotted the novelty items.

Gh2222 JIdhngRIairmed happilulling a candy posing pouch off the Bl®hnturned and

threw it at lanto, his instincts making him catch it easily before it hit GimylR& F2 NJ 0 KS /[ | y Rz
Raising his eyebrows suggestively John swaggered forwards and looked lanto up and down slowly.

G, 2dz (y26> (KS& R2 KIZS OKIYyIAYQYNR&ENA KSEQB & FdzR

GLQY Tt I GG S NmBrBwingtBedzvedtkiack at Johtntéeturned to the wall of dildos.
Shrugging but undeterred John carried on rifling through the stock.

G¢NASR WMRXKY Ydzi i SINBIRThIS B rulbishvhis & foekter in @dlyplas, just wait

until that stufi@invented, best thing since silicomdow(i KS&4S ' NB 322 R o6dzi LAY A
Batteries ehWVell | can always hook them up to the wrist strap, divert the excess endrdy... i K G Qa

too hard, sleek but | always prefafittle give to make the whole thg more enjoyablé&
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GW2EKYLAE v (12 GdzNY SR gl & FNBY (K Sdstthera dny dhahée thatt | NB R
AT L FaA1SR &2dz (2 0 $hnljgdakethidpanieda fihgdriazimtaécadsingly? dzf RK €

G, 2 dzQ NBrowkaow thelmrefar toomany girlie toys in herayhere arel KS 6 dzi & LJX dZ3 & Ké

lanto closed his eyes yet againd turned away, wishinfpr the fiftieth time in the past hour that
John would either go back to théub, go dumb, go back into the rift or even just plgn

G¢KAA a02NB OFGSNBR Y2NB F2N 0KS LRSSV SRAYRYNQES (S S
botherto look up agairasK S LJ2 A y i SR 2 @S NJath2BINNREKoSINERonERE NA IK G ¢
his eye he saw John rush past him, a flash of pink freend of his feather boa flicking at the edge

of his vision.

GhK 884% GKIGQa Y2NB 418 Alooode

& St SO0 1j dza O f &lanto talley after ovireaa e ciBs®ed Snbther item off the list and
turned, stifling a groan as he spotted John comparirapsk and sizes of various products.

aL t2@0S GKS gle (KSe& ©nem iddhis aertuiykohmgiatosd back SS G y I Y
and held out a pink and bobbly vibrating butt plug to larifdakes it seem as though you lot are

afraid to admit what younave in your handA bullet, an egga berry,it all sounds salean and

3 2 2 Btdkéng closer Johwisted the box in his fingers deftly.

aL oSG GKIGQa ¢KI G¢ | WEBKIAG MRMBYRG ol trté dctiso OS y 1 dzNE =
respectable buty RSNY S G K &2dzQNBE 2dzaid Fa (1Ayle FyR GoAaice
century.Hell, you lot go out of your way to make things naughty or taboo just so you can get that

SEGNI 1 A0\ Raditgthe Butt piugd) In yhalbagkét Hedleanedseldo lantod t NB&a Sy i F2 NJ
you and JackThere¢ KS GgKAALIBRBRI|j&ABILEYSOSNI IS @2dz I ye.

Gl 2¢ 3 S yabidtBriozd abd looked at him scepticallyL & ¢ 2dzZ R 2yfé& o6S I LINB
LJ- ATRkNg the box out of his baskeintopushedh i Ay 2 W2KyQa OKBS8WdzE G F 2 ND,
LA O] 6KFG @2dz 6yl FyR @dbhntGskbed thedbSxiback 6v& tokasds the 2 dzii 2
shelf and nodded

ahil @t f LIAO| o0dzi L DhsBilgintb the lifigerie Rect®drehdebkbriedaid O S @ ¢
after him.Grabbing a bluBasque anduspender set off the rail he held it up to himself and

fluttered his eyelashes atlantd.5 2 & 2 dz G KA y 1 Giakbing thelliageré off hilndantd dzNXK €
shoved it back onto the rail, ignoring tiggggles from the shop assistankée was never going to be

able to show his face in here after this.

Gb23¢ LI yid2 Bohnsin®éed then odkezat hiynzhbugtitfully.

G, 2dzQNB MR EK G IluRiyrhuthin®i® Four@aodinan mined Beaching out he brushed

- FAYASNI Ff2y3 LIEyi2Qa OKSS1d ¢oSEF2 NBS/edd Sydie22 dzy 3 S NJ
tried one of thse?The feel of the softnessf it against your skin, the way it feels hugging your

chest...The way the silk of the stings makes your legs so much more sensitive than usual...
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Closing his eyes and breathing deeply John missed lanto wpklkdéhdimto the till and placing the
basket on the counteBut upon @ening them again he wasstin time to see the blush onyaii 2 Q &
face start to fadeBlinking once in surprise John hurried forward, running over and almost banging
into the counter as he slammed his hands down on it.

G.@& GKS Y22ya 27 | flakghing faGecgusiorteNanmmed &ig fdmdlddwsa 9 H ¢

againt YR YAaaSR LIyi2Q04a RSaéJnowNKYy d €282 dAT@nNGIKE &R
Kia ol O] (2 GKS O2dzyGSNJ KS fSIFySR 3FAyad A4 RA
and the deliciously angry blustill spread across.it

Gl ye OKI ¥a8meatE W2 KE O2 vy idivssdzbidttheSohca & Nd ydudyuys do
this often?Does Jack dress up to@h tell me Jack dresses uph pleas tell me Jack dresses up
too? | knew that military kink of his would spill over tdittle extra role playls he the naughty nurse
2 NJ a O K 2Aetlie Hdgidrokh ¢he shop assistant Joglancel round, catching the quick shh
lanto gave her.

G2 A GY 2 Y Sighin gridired in triumphd ou got it from hereR A Ry Q Turréng ik ¢
around he leaned across the counter and gave the girl his most charming smilAIGNE & 4 ay Qi
Youcantellmg, W2Ky f2gSNBR KAia @205 43HRQOY 2WRREMR NRIofl N

G h K NXahtd tbttedand shook his head, his composteeoveredand a smug smile on his face.
G{KS g2y Qi GStft &2dr TRAY Q@ly SaidySRebehENIRIRE Btketha 2 v ®
pulled out his wallet and slid out a small piukd well usedstore card, offering it to the assistant.
GCKS2V08MIGA A Ffgleda NRARIKGDE

PR R R N

& Wi (@ebkrslushed Justine quicklhe ended his call.

G¢KFEGQa 3ANBIF G &2 HiDesii& mBlingt theyeply.avh K ALy(AR KoSE K I LJLJR
attSy R @ 2 dzNJ 2 LIS ydckfidriot misy tBe inlpatighSepe roll Justine gave him, nor the

gagging move she made with her fingers and moath. y i A £ Q fi K Ssifch SlaggieBye for

now.¢ Hanging up the phone Jaldaned back in his chair and stretched, dask blueshirt sleeves

rising uphisarms as heaised his handap to the ceiling.

GD22RSYyBAFS YIRS LINRPINBaa 3ASHTGAYyISRDSARY Si RS GYd
onthe stately home for the spher®us> ¢ KS | RRSR goMddrikndsat UNNsty = daz2vYS$S
KFELIISyYy G2 KFE@S | alYLX S 2F @& 2 dzWe hrdudhtthis arksiddwnii K I G
withashruga2 St € L aleé KFILILRI L GKAYy]l ©S3INUZRIAYI YI &
G, 2dz TREER WOINRIGAY S Ay (i SNNUzZLI S&RRawWli Qg BA Ry @il é 2 8z i :

5

me?2 KSNE Aad KSK¢

O L¢ @ebfidze, caught out by the sudden change in conversation and the look of joy on heiviagce.
know aboutGray2 Y SIy L (2f R @&2dzKé

Gh¥T O2dzNBS @&2dz G2t R YS | 02dzil DYWI WENJE2TBha KdzAKAI( &
shook her hea@dnd began to pace impatiently, her hangavinganimatedy as her heels clicked on
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the hard floor.dHell, youwould have told a single celled organism with no ears about Gray if you
thought there was aossibility there was aensory membrane andtdve mind involved that could
lead you tohim.. dzii ( KI (0 Q& Syie2pduseid &8 turhdl fo Yiitn egain.

& e point is you found him agaifind alive & K S, a$ sREb8JAN to pace agadAfter all his
time!, 2dz 6SNB GKS 2yS 6K2 FANBRG G2fR YS (GKSNB 41 &
actually DID it you found him again aéd

G Wdzah OS T &f 216 R&Heyedred fiirvéidsiaBdrested his elbows on the desk, his
fingers interlagig as he looked up ather.L 1 Qa y 20 | & HEXBRRlI D KA IS Rdzy KR
Justinestopped pacing and frowned at him as she placed her hands on her hips.

Gl vask £ A @S ¢ IAElighDdidge KfP&nic crept into her features but Jack nodded\skand
she smiled again.

G1' S gdz& PKSQR &0 SiSKyS Y| SFLAlNI 68 2 St BY AY QKIS NBH & PaBki ODNP &K |
sighed and looked uat her seriouslyd | S KI Ju® RS>0 SSy 221 Ay3 F2N KA
he hated me, he killed me arfe killed my friends for no reason other than to get back atin&. Q &
AyalySog

G. dzii @ 2 dz RA RSHE leand oventhé ddskd platingder palms flat against the wood as
she looked at him thoughtfully, her hair hanging in curtains either sideface.dWho cares if a
couple of people died because offt,S Q& @& 2 dadk, Blded thikkr Kdaré

WdzA G A Yy SQAdz22 DD 16d& awlk 01 Qa KIFIyR akKz2d 2dzi FyR 4NIL
tight but not hurting too muchHe alwaysiad been good atdowing exactly how much forde use

an expert in thegproperapplication of pressure to induce pleasure or pain, whichever would help

him the most She could feel her pulse pounding agairistfingersand she froze in place, staring

impassively at his angry face.

G2 K2 /8 wio§ Ki K 2 difeSpie diedibec&uSeNithim, people suffered because of him,

because of Me.CAREb 2 { KAy 3 A4 Y2NB AYLRNIFYyd GKFyYy KdzYly f
better get the helloutofhereJA OS 2NJ L a6SFNJ L gAftf YI A8 RIYY &dz
82dz 1y26 K26 3J22R L FY Fi GKFGdé

G, 2dz | YR ,Hakhesis® Iwalldixdng hard against his hand she grinned slightly and placed
her hands over his wrist gently before with a hard pressaiwist she broke his grip and slammed
his hand down into the deskJust remember | know all the same tricks you do, and probably a few
Y 2 NBwatting asiddis other hand as it reached for her she stepped back from the desk, her
hands on her hips as Ipalled outhis gun.

LA M A X

G. 841 Wdza G Ay S O2 @ikSARS R ag A8(2KdzZNI Ko22YpSE aNb kiing®t f R2 G K,
deaths.Just a simple scavenger hunghe stuck her tongue out just slightly at hilhgen@
honour£

G A1 S @&2dz SJStdgivg WA B§tidghik guy @avadbidkstood, walking around the
desk to go past her, suddenly unable to stand being in the same room.
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Gh¥ GZdzMKS admaybe ydudigciSal det@rmination to do whatevetdbk to find him is
why Gray hasyou.And why John hadtodoyodirty g 2 NJ] T2 NJ é 2 dzd¢

Jack changed coursewards herand slapped her hard across the face, sending her sprawling to the
floor, her skirts flying out around her in a dark black pdaktineheld her red cheek gently and
looked up at him, licking blood from a split lip.

GhyS Y2 NBuc® Kl K6S dyolh avdr SaRanything like that agaiwill throw you

through timemyself, without a manipulator to protectyol. Q @S NA RRSYy (KS GAYS @2
believeme it is not a pleasant experiende.y’ R S NE Wigh8uRwéiding for ananswer he barged

past her before stopping at the doorwalyreathing deeply to calm himself dowin{ 2 YSG A Y S &
82dzOQNBE o6SGGSNI 2FF vy And somy thidga shalld sty fosheaking har it yhé R &

floor he strode out into théHub.

Gwen wa looking at him in shock but Jdgkored her, heading straight for the coffee machine

instead.He needed to calm dowtdow Justinealwaysmanaged tdind the right buttons to press to
provoke himhe hadnoidea. A & FAY3ISNA 6SNB akKl1Ay3d atAriakidte | &
Gwen came over.

The door rolling open interrupted her though and as Juice came out of the office, the back of her
hand against her damaged fad®hn and lanto walked iitheir arms were full of carrier bags and
they were in the middle of bickering but stopped short as they took in the tension in the ibom.
was John who finally broke the silence.

GwABAKEE RAR 6S YAaake

~kk _k ko
The sound bthe rift monitor beeping broke the awkward silence, Gwen hastening over to check it
out. lanto dumpedall the bags on John argliicklyhurried over to save the coffee machine from
JackJustine simply gave John a knowing smile and grinned as he noddedtd#er beforene

chuckled and headedver to dump the bags on the couclustine licked the blood of her lip and
strolled over to stand behind Gwen, watching over her shoulder again as she worked.

A QY I £ AL Jstited@ven sdgidl y 2 &

& h 6 @A Solinf Softhéshe watched Gwen try to get narrow down the location of the rift spike
andshruggedd L QY 3AdzSaaAy3d &2dz R2y Qi R2 GKA& GKFG 2FaGSy

GL 1Y26 6 KIGivenlth@W¥ heRah Angrdldok before getting back to work, missish To
even more as she tried to narrow down the readings.

GL R2y Qi JBsfindzdeld hel lkahdd Wpén surrender and shifted to perch on the edge of the
deskd. 2dzaA G YSIydG @&2dz t221 €tA1S @2dz NB 2dzi 27F LINI

a ¢ K| Given gndrted slightly anglied to concentrate, ignoringohn shouting coffeerders at
theothersa2 SQNB I fAGGES aK2NI KIFyYyRSR | yRShetboddh y I 2
deep breathd Qf £ IS4G GKS KIFy3a 2F Ald¢
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GLQY adzNB @& 2 dzJusting reachedizito tapT fingertiy agairbidie screelr., 2 dz Y SSR
to compensate for the frequency variation in the spike to separate it from the background level of

0 KS OWerfldbked at her with suspicion before doing as she suggested and a small smile crept
onto her lips as the changes worked, the signal narrowing down.

GLG ¢ aheJex@lamed in surprisdustine laughed quietly and shrugged.

G¢KS NXTFG dometimesiii KB OTRBliidkdyae akKATO Ay stheKS aLA ] Sa
explained Gwen locked in the cordinates and checked the local CCTV, grinning in triumph as she
spotted a weevil heading down to the sewers.

GWIEOIDS SY OWSO®R A&ii> | afiedh BSESORS | RXzaH R2oy (2 O
though so no immediate thredt&lancing over her shoulder Gwsaw him hastily try to wipe the

scowl df his face as he nodded to heéanto wasstanding close beside him and looking at her too.

From thelook of F NHza & NJ & A 2 it sBeyhedlas thiolggVR D |1 F 1o © & v Qtive ahBsfd A y 3 (|
took it as a silent cue to leave him be for a Bitrning back to the monitor she finished off the trace

before looking round at Justineagaén, 2dz {y2¢ | o0A0G Fo2dzi GKS NARTFG

oMore than most Justine nodded and glanced over at JafBome people learn just enough to be
able to use it as a cheap form of transport but | spent some time studying thi hiélps to know
@2dzNJ SySye o¢

Sliding off the desk Jusdrfolded her arms and watched as Jack stalked past, headingdhisk
office and ignoring hetanto waswatchingher closelyfrom the coffee machine whilst John simply
raised areyebrow at her questioningly.urning back to Gwen she shrugged carelessly.

G2 KIFi RAR L R2 y2gKé

PR N R N

Jack sighed heavily and leaned forwardsh@s desk, resting his head in his hands as the sound of his
exes arguing in the autopsy room echoed throughhhub. He was still slightly shaky from earlier

but had managed to put it down to the stress of having them hé&ae of them at a time he could

just about handleBoth at once always led to trouble.

A reluctant smile crept over his face as a memory intervened to contradict that thoMglybe not

always trouble as sucBut definitely the sort of fun that nice boysy R IA NI & ¢ HONByYy Qi & dz
enjoy- or go looking forSay what you like about Time Agents though, nice boys and girls was never

a termthat wasapplied to them.

He traced his fingers over the leather strap on his wrist slowly as he tried to rememdnenhad
felt when he had first been given it, along with his rankihé. very special sectianf the agency.
Near the middle of the alphabest edging towards the darker part of the agency spectrum, they
were an almost perfect balance of ruthlessisesnd charm, looks and detachment.

X2 &ere among the group of general agents, suitable for any mission, any fesaone of his old
teachers used to say, you could do a mission without a J but it would be a hell of a lot more fun with
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one.WQa ¢ Sdddas tN&agdndyXluts, the ones who would do literally anything, who could
deliverand withstandpleasure or pain with equal enthusiasm.

Pretty, deadly and the category voted most likely to get into troujde simply be troubleNo other
agerts could eally understand them and very few could contitetm. So they often got grouped
together,and the sex was.Jack shivered in spite of himself at the memortés.was surprised he
K I Rngd@gnised Juicearlier but as much as he hatéo admit it her fae was not the part of her
that sprung to his mind firstctually his memories of their time togethweremore feelings and
sensations than imagekle had been so young, so stupid aedlly recklesdt was a miracle any of
them had made it out of theralive.Three of them togethehad certainlybeenfun and definitely
the best kind of trouble.

But on the other handhe clash of egos made for some reapectacular rowsas he himself had

demonstrated earlierL. ¥ KS RARY QO (1y2¢ FdzZAt ¢St GKIFG WdzaidAay
muchand had been deliberately pushing hiva would feel guilty for striking heghe always had

known exactly how to wind him up but losing control like that had taken hisubbgrise. He had

spent decades controlling his anger, overcoming all the training of the agency and to lose it just

because of a vicious remark was worryiSpe really did provoke the most amazing fights

One of which had been raging in the autopsy rofanthe past hour as John and Justine debated the
finer points of who had conned who lagackooked out through the window as Gwen swora tray
of medical instruments clatteringcrosshe Hubfloor from the direction of the Autopsy room.

The missile were new andite shouting had changed from basic English to Juddona race of
policemen they had the best swear words in the univagsey R KS KI R | FSStAy3a (Kl
intervene soon the pair of them would either be bleeding or fucking oratitepsy tableWith a
avyrftt avyiatsS WOl NBIfAASR KS glayQid &adaNB 6KAOK 2

lanto strolled unhurriedly past the staircase, neatly sidestepfiiegglass froma blood sampleial
that shattered against the top staput frowning as he spotted the spray on his trouser Rigking
dzLJ 6 KS LI OS KA& FIOS 46Fa RIFNJ] DamnKdvheé ayraaiy
going to get it.

Gd2YL

QX

LFEyid2 RARYQU 0620KSNI {y201Ay3 2 Nk dfaandishulithiey 3 6 dzi A
doord SKAYR KAYXZ YINODKAYy3a 20SNJ G2 WwWFHO1Qa RSail FyR f
GKFIG GKNBFGSYSR WHO1Qa NARIKG KFEYR ¢l a IMHay3d G2

KFERYyQl 221 SREGIGKAR ¥LRt EBSRO8BR SAlfBsdefadS&Ma LI yi2 Q2
hadbeent AYAY 3 F2NJ LI yid2Q0a oy&KSf K| Regzii 2 2108 RO PG A Y S

GWHO1s (KS2 KHOSdMPG6S&S H88H80A0Qa F2justdE (2 GF | &
track down themore difficult items andlohn and have alreadypicked up most othe easier bits
0 KSe& QNB .éH¢sitabirig & mainSriarid Breathing deeply to calm himself dowanto pulled

out his wallet and removed a pink store card, placiranithe tablealong with a pile of receipts

.8 (WSgotaR&¥S 2F YWD SEEBY aA 0SS WL I aGA0EA AGSYa T
reluctantd YA £ S O NB LIéatupeyad I cdntinyediidcfdléntallyd KS IANI & Ay G KSNB

38



even bat areyelid thistime; we go therefar too often. Although | did have to bribe John to get him
to behave, itenfifteen on the receipté

G{ KIFItff ¢S &g Afor@Kitéddckddok tiie2ecedpis fraknyhi$h and nodded as he flicked
through them.aL. Q fs< the ¥hanging rooms therdose little peep holes arpist delicious andhe
attendants know me so well now they even suggest things for me taittle minxes...£ He

frowned as he found the receipt for the well known high street shop withstimprisingmix of

lingerie and rabbits.

al S 41 y i BdReZIatiBaskrdrin surpriséRaising one eyebrow in surprise he glanced out

the window asanother crash from outside brougkheir attention back to the matter at hand.

G{SSya I fickdbé dft& a avbplajeydaddime.L. R2y Qi Ustidypdingi@ KS Ol y
the same room with him at the moment let alobe in the mood foindulging his littleF | y G &8 A Sa ®§

GANnd speaking ofthefd L | y (1l 2 &als WwRs shydmh&ppift & thee is not much more we

can do forher fornow.SowhyR2 (1 KS@& K I @ STheybdth wiricddas a KaRibliBuky doud

curse echoed through thidub, making Myfanwy shriek in reply and Gwen put her fingers in her

ears.The pair in the autopsBayhadreached the anatomically impossitifesults,A G ¢ 2 dzf Ry Qi 6 S
long now until they shut up one way or the other.

Becausg ¢ WI O1 &aA3IKSR I a HKS R2¥IQGS R Nalza dantd #eSedriz 2z O KKK
eyes as another screech echoed througé tHub.

ORight whereasif they carry onin here nobody could possibly get hiérGlancing at Jackanto
watched his lover closely as he pushed a little maré. iefearlied dack shot him a look but his
gaze softened slightly and he inclined his heaacknowledgementThey would talk about that little
spat later.Mollified slightly lanto leaned forwards, carrying on.

G[ 2@ K& Rkhgtktliemdut and puttheminacdl 4 f SFad GKSy G(GKSe& Ol y¢
Pterodactyf lanto beganbefore oth men urned asa bang interrupted themGwenhad slammed

her hands down on the keyboard amésstood up, her gaze fixed on the armoury and a steely look
inhereyed h NJ | f 0BANY L [0\ OB f 1@ RARtBikk Géeh halk come up Nith YieX own

solution...£

G D ¢ SJAK Kastily pushed back from the desk and ran from his office, dashing acrds$stite
INJ 6 D g SafitOan the dddér handsimply leaned against the office doorframe and watched.
D RRY Qi S@Sy laskdrigped heradhsfiimlyiasi st tried to shake him off but
unable to shesettled for stabbing her finger against his chest with every wastead

G52y Qi S@Sy ¢3Sh&doked hint har@ldmkl. AAEK 0SSy GKAYlAy3d 2F yz2i
past hour | have been fantasising about shooting them both and feeding the corpses to the weevils!

SoGodhelpmeJackA G KSNJ 82dz £ SG YS 32 2NJ &2dz 384 GKSY 2d
Y2YSyid t2y3SNHE

Jack turned around ansteered her back across ttib before pushindher to sit down in her chair,
letting go of her long enough to put his finger across his Agssoon as sheassat quietly he smiled
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briefly then turned, stiding towards the Autopsy roonidis mouthwas justopenngto speak when a
stray scalpel embedded itself in his chest.

a h ¢ Jaek roared as he looked down at the bla@er. the first time in what felt like hours thdub

fell silent.lanto and Gwen tentativelwalked over to join Jack, staring into the mess that used to be
their mainmedical facilityMedical equipment was everywhere and both John arsdide were
breathing heavilycaught between laughing and looking guilty as they looked at Wicicing Jack
pulled the small blade out of hikin and tossed it down onto tH#or with a loud clatter, his fingers
covering the small wound ineffectually

GeCKE& QW Ol SIAEAEIZISIRE Sy 2 dz3 K L fabfandagddzahiesiuptizmeniget A y 3 ®
3Sia a lahtdsidpasthim into the room and hurried down the stepsadirg for the
equipment drawersoGet up here, both of yos.

& D ¢ SJAck turned and pointed at his second in commanéit them have two items each back

from their little arsenafor defenceand put them inthe SUM. K S& Ol y 32 TFTAYAaK (GKA3
flatd ETurning back he looked down the stairs at his old partners againd if you two make a mess

there YOUhre cleaning it ug Looking like guilty kids the pair of them headed for the stairs, stepping

over the scattered equipment

G h K | yRJa®ad8egdas heturned to face heonce morebefore glancinglown at the blood
staining his shirtand fingerd.a I 1 S & dzNB @& 2 dz 0 .Hfth&y give yaldayy trébi@eNI & 2 dzNA S
FAY F2NJ OKSANI £ S3a o6dzi AF @2dz YA&ad L ¢62yQiG 06S F

Gwen chuckled andestured for them to follow her, her heels clicking acrossHiéwhilst the pair
of them whispered to each other behind héanto came back up the stairs with a bandage pad for
WI 01 Q& 4 2 dzy R poigtiRg hindaciStowartis IBffic& with the faintest trace of a smile
on his face.

G, 2ldy Gal @ AG AF @2dz NBILIfydl 26 HLIAAZ £ yWIKQAA DISNR 05 4R

5

82dz YSIYyQ FIOS YR NIAESR KAad SeSoNRsa IjdzSaiAz2yA

GL ¢2dzf Ry Qi RNEB ISKE Hig @npliasision tifedvord yiadle Jaok grawl in frustration
and wince as he looked at lanto.

A QY 3J2Ay3 (G2 3ISG GKS WL g a NikhekédantofsBragded T2 NJ G KS
and walked past him, heading towards Jacifice as his bastrailed after him.

GLT 22d20NBF PENEOF HDOER 0| (bl mightyBthd tKIA &y ASTKKR(dZ (FRSNGE G

Jack perked up as he followed after lanto, ignoring the yelled goodbyes from John and Justine as
Gwen steered them towards the dookllmA A K G A YL ASR KS gl ayQid 3I2Ay3a
O2dz R KIFyRtS |ye | Y2 dagtdiforshdt. WL (G2t R @2dz 42Q4Q 7FNI

~k ok kK
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G2 Sttt KSNBE ¢S | NE I 3| Johh opertet] tN&dook Rithgsin adddodkedi K2 Y S dé
around the empty flat, throwinghe keys onto the kitchen counter withlalf-heartedtoss.He

turned back and looked alustinestanding just outside the dooé/Vhat, ae you waiting for me to

OF NNE @e2dz 20SNJ 4KS (GKNBakKz2tR 2NJ KI@S &2dz 32yS Ol

G2 KIFdQa 2% Sh&ftownethaNdollowed him in, looking around with an edge of disdain.

GYR y2 GKIylaz GKS flad GdAYS &2dz OF NNASR YS | yéq
Chuckling John pushed the door closed behind her and shrugged.

G2 a | 32 2He saldMR&hla)sugaiztive grivalking off into the space she glanced over
her shoulder at him with anatchinggrin.

GLG o1 & Shdrhrfigd Oniwdliinn thén sighed as she stood in the centre of the almost empty
room.a! Yyt A1 S Dbdshaeridulflylexp&uus to stay hereean we have no foed

& h3K&ohn quickly cut her offianto says he has an understanding with all the takeaways round
here, well the ones that deliver anywaWe can order what we like and he will get billed at thelen
of the week Apparently the delivery boys were getting so fedwith not getting paid when team
Torchwood ruroff to do the whole hero thing they set up an accoantd now dumpthe food on

the doorstepA Yy 4 1 S| R €

G!' YR 6 KSNB akKl f fyowdnttobrderediowlikg stk Audtinefc&riied an
wondering through the flat, impatiently looking for what they had to work witWe have no table,
one chairé

G h y S éhe &dfled Justire turned back suddenly and raised her eyebrows.
G, 2dz | NByFRYiFol yedKAYI aAYStfe 2N ySaae AyG2 Y@ o

G, 2dz RARY Qi Johrowgp8dhis thiimilb acfods Ml lip héughtfully and sauntered towards
her slowly, almost swaggering as he looked her up and dBwlting her eyes Justine held outrhe
hand to stophim coming any closepressing against his chest and keeping him at Qength.

G, 28NB Of SHyAy3I AG Fff{ KA OHdFRKNAG K SRIVSH KB A Y ISE
over her lips atthe memongt | Ol dz f £ & it/ iendghtlhavél Heén yYdrtly yFfault you
A02LIISROPDDE

a! & b o Presbeld against her hand, leaning in towards her, his tongue curling up over his

teeth for a slow swipe across his uppertip2 dz ¢ SNB LJdzf ft Ay3d Yeé Kp®SI BORGA
0S o0FLfR y2g5d¢

GLG YAIKG KIS 0 J&he let gut dsiovIdidatd SsHE wrin bemtdidding him

lean closer towards hedEspecially compare thisK A RS2 dza & G &t S ARdJude®NBE (G NB A Y
the record wheradidyou get thatjacket?, 2dz t 221 A 1S @&2dz aK2dzt R 6S 2V

G!a 2L1J2aSR G2 I #&JahA @ackey outibidSraileddis fingertigs Id&vS ier
throat, sliding into her cleavage with a thoughtful loé8ince when did the pirate look comeant
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fashior? Or is it gypsy, | always get those two mixecghrugging she slid closer, letting her free
hand slide along the holster for his guns before gliding over his crotch.

G ¢ K &ceatury, littteLIt I y S Ol flisthBeare dosdek, fothér arm and his crushed

between them as her lips hoveredoverhis{ @ ¢gKI G &2dz t A1 S Fo62dzi 2dzNJ R
St asS O2dz R Llz f Jotinfaughedl and kptdis asd slidd under hdedod, pushing up

towards her shoulder and ding the fabric back.

& + S NEBE Ldaildgz® as though to kiss her shoulder he paused, hisrlisking against her ear
& WdzAhatSuE yod really doing heré? KS GKAALISNBRIIIADBRIGKSH D2 KENID

G5AR RSI N WOl I iafdrmadichdGrowding kdityyshé pysfed fid dlday and
pulled back, standing clear of hisl. & (i KIbhii puihis Kands on his hips, leaning back again.

GhK & ESSxy2 NXB®RE Ff{ NAIKG F2NJ é2dz G662 (oRnokKl g5 | d
R2y Qi dr8uftvio algKdid that, always kept secrets from hveas just the little optional
SEGNI F2NJ gKSy @2dz 320G 02 NBR®E

G h LJG A 2 yéLaughthgib disbellef Justine stepped closer again but pushed him hard, making
him take a step &ck.cHave you eveBEEN the pair of you togetheY@u were already a team, | was
2 dz& 8he Heditated then pulled back.

aJohn,l am not having this same argument with you over and aggin;for goodness sake anyone

would think we were the oneswho §o O} dza3 K A YustihesighddYi&avily eh@radd hand

through her hair, pushing it back off her fac&here is no con.need those items, | need to gather

them up and get the hell out of this timend | need to do it quickly. QY y 2 (i 2 (B8RS F2 NJ @
looked into his eyes and to his surprise he found himself believingiherQY y 2 KSNB G2 O2
2dzad ¢l yid G2 R2 JyhhnoddedbutlogkRd aBher séegtivaly ® ¢

! Yy R Wdadkgdgéietlyustinelooked thoughtful for anoment before shrugging, her hands
behind her back.

Gl S KlIa yz21Kay 3y a2 dggsS R®Aliny Dftly sfedeané@iMdbsesagaid. S Q a
just the... optional extraNow, shall we go check out that nice little room | found you in last night
and continue our chat about optional extras in there or am | going to have to go for a walk and find
some2FOSy G dzZNE o62& AyaidSlFRKE

G, 2dz GKAY]l @2dz Oy 2dzald Gdz2NYy dzLiJéhSihishedayiR L Qf f 20
stepped back, duckinlgis head to look atheta 8 6 S L Q@S OKIFIy3ISR a6SSUGKSI NI
1y26 YS +a 68ttt a d2dz GKAY] &2dz R2 ®¢

Gal@06S L R2Yy Q(Bhenddied tdndiderg His st&émerit befstepping closer

again, her hands still behind her as she leandd iwhisper in his eatHow about..you get out

that strap-on you conned lanto into buying for you ahdQ f f fad&sJongad yiau can handle.

I YR { KS @he &ighis adlabe gently, grinning as she released it and purred against his skin.
GL2NESE @2dz OFtf YS WOl 6KSy @&2dz 02YS +ft 2@SNJ
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G.2dz GKAY] &2dz OFy oSidlown§ hagl Iohn sackted Kofti) Kyfhy thiackas E K &
GK2dzZaK G§KS ARSI everthioygR fis réplydvasS slightlyiod fak @nd faltgrio be
convincingdl QY y 2 (i swiedtHeartb d8stiré glanced down between them to the growing

bulge in his trousers and raised one eyebrow sceptically.

a! £ £ S@ARSY OSohitéhd ihé $hid angtlying Aldousidheap sex, | intend to makerit

expensive for you, at least in terms of enegg{issing his cheek lightly she dropped her voice to a

whisper.d already toldyoul St LJ YS 2dzi FyR LQff YIS NotdeNS &2dz |
mention | can get the bounty placedonyou by tt® hR 2F G(KS 't 6l E &ae&yRAOIGS

Gl 26 GKS KStf OIghnldckatzatYidr i buspdsdustifelshirugged slowly and
grinned.

'daly

4L KF@PS 42YS AyTtdSyOSKBAKKAKAAZOB2Hzy A8 ¥ RS RF dAK A4

& L Q & faugbirgydiotn wrapped an arm around her and tugged her close, pressing against her.
GFineL Qf f .0RKIAS ® 2dz (G NB (2 La&ghiNgiin siirprisesshefn@dded slo@fy.f & ( 2 |

GhK W2Kys @2dz2Q@S a &l NMNRPIR anaemeimand Kissedhin doftlly. i 2 dzt
have no intention of hurtinghem;L QY 2dza i KSNE& G%ﬁiﬂ@at&i&ﬁepﬁc&l dz@Sy A N&E @
expression she held her hand up to her temple in a satute.LJ- OS & 02 '4" :

K 2 y 2 ldedfiteéof his best efforts the edge of o a Y2 dzi K 06 ¢ &‘
up into a smile. =

G, 2dz 6 SNB ¥l&@dNdepticalyBbraigiriighe walked past ;
him to the counter and pulled herself up to sit on it, her legs dangling dov{i

deyQi 488 sKe 22dz | NB a2 ¢dewibaiNy G
AGQa y2i tA1S e2dz 6SNB SOSNI SEFOGte F G4SFHY LI @

G5SLISyRa 2y GKS 3l YS ag S St Shrubgédand steppédzidgerY | @ NB Y S
againdal @06 S L T A yRaising ErfeYebrdedJ8stindzieabéd back on the counter, resting
herweight on her elbows.

0And maybe you are still pining around after ouvédy Jack like a lovesick puppshe guessed.

Seeing the look on his face she sighed and reached out a hand, letting her fingertips scrape over the
scrollwork on his jacketi 2 Kevai.As ifit would botherme £ She looked at him thoughtfully and

smiled® 22X ¢KIFG R2 &2dz FFyOeé FANRGYE F22RY AK2LILAyYy3

G 2 S f Johh domsidered for a moment before reaching into his pocket for the small pile of menus
lanto had given hintx astof these places take at least thirty minutes to deliv&rch a backwards
little century®d Ele slid between her legpushing her skirt up around her waistd reached past her

for the phone orthe wall.édNow, just low much damage do you think we can damempty flat in
GKANI & YAydziSake
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lanto hung up the phone and closed his eyes almost in pliw he was going to explain to Jack that
they had been banned from yet another takeavadhbecause of an incident with the delivery boy
was beyond . At least this time the man was alive and, from what he cowdk out, in very

good spirits Sadlythoughhe no longer had gb and they were banned from yet another fast food
outlet. lanto leaned down to rest his head on the cool desk for a momenta@oida deep breath.
Quite what two ex time agents, a pizza delivguyand three deep dish pizzas could get up to in an
emptyflati§ NBIF ff & RARYQG glyid (2 1y260

~kk ik ik

Lady Justine Hartless stirred lazily in the bed, stretching as best shendulsidsandwiched

between the two menGrinning to herself she tickled along the young pizZa &ideaslowlyHe

had been quite a surprise she had to adr8ib. many young men in this era would have stopped well
short of what he had been up for but the bqyhere really was no denying his youth compared to
them ¢ was just what s had needed for a pick me up.

It took her a moment to extricate her limbs from theirs and slide down the bed, placing ti& boy
arm over John instead to avoid waking hiatipping fom the bed she grabbed her cloak from the
corner and draped it over her shoulders, covering her naked form and keeping off the slight chill
from the empty flat.As she crept away she stopped as a familiar voice, low and quietdmet than
enough to reacltner, drifted through the room.

G, 2dz g2dz2f RyQi 0SS LI I yyAy3 2Wdzk g&kwhidpsietl saitidzi 2y dza
Smiling she turned, looking over her shoulder at John as he idly stroked his way along the younger
man@ sleeping body.

G L (o fwg Will b@ just fine forafew minutes. 62y QG 06S 2 yShegridméda¥ SSt TN
the younger man stirred, blinking blearily in surprise at John before blughifigli NI ¢ A G K2 dzi Y
Turning away she pulled her cloak close and let the thindadapt to the temperature, warming

her cooling limbs as she paced into the empty sp&be could hear the you@uncertain

protestations turn to enthusiastic agreement as she moved away and reflected that at least she

KFERYy Qi KI R {2 wiligpdrtnewsistigie. 2 F¥ |y dzy

His obsession with nesentient life forms was more than a little confusing to herlike many of
their colleaguesshe preferred her partners to at least be capable of expressing some form of
consentg or not as the situatiomnd personal preferencdemanded.

Thed 2 éndidy cries were soon echoing through the empty space as she leaned against the kitchen
counter, picking her wrist strap up off the side and scrolling through the most recent enttesl
beeneasytoget®2 Ll 2F Fff GKS RIFIGF 2y (GKS {La OFNR AY
readings, smiling softly as she read the tdssagehe other woman had sent to Rhys before

rolling her eyesRomanceSo overrated.

{KS 1ySs Al ¢2dd R 0SS AYLRaaAroft S cdrgetd@tndigio WE O] Q3
bedc o dzii W@sKsfraphiad been easily accessed when she first arri@lickling to herself she
wondered if he knew just how easy his encryption k&g to figure outShe continued sorting
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through the data and mentally began working out how to get near enough to lanto Quitase to
copyittoaSheRA Ry Qi S@Sy y2GA0S 6KSy GKS o02& 4Syd ljdza S

She did however hear Captain John Hasthe was now calling himsgifadding quietly across the
floor towards her and quickly changed the data to something innocushisotherwise refised to
react to his presence ven when his hands pulled at her cloak and slid themselves around her waist.

GeKFEG sl a || b HeasSsheSadSsyitlyGhacklingghe mlzled her close, his right
arm pressed against her belly whilst his left pulled the cloak back from her shoulder, tracing his
fingers over a developing bite mark from earlier.

& 2 & can Isay;l was a bit too much for the poor little chalp.S Qa K1 LILJ Sy 2dzaK {2 NB
really ready to give yet because for some reason having another man suck Biny géfyibut if he
NEGdzZNya GKS Tl @2dzNJ Ad Aaodé

GvdzZ Ayild f A lsheabreedlKiSS IRKNECH| & >R 0 GKS FNHzZAONI GAZ2Y
AN GSTFdzA F3ALAY GKIFG aKS RARY Qiil (AS/ GASly Re 2idz  FaNIB yeQ (A y
2dzad GF 1 Ay3 Ol Néface R upanvthdaXekaSgtias he §likbSeyidad along her arm

before scrapinghe short nailsof the otheracross her thigh, the burn of the move sending a shiver

through her.As he sank his teeth into the soft curve of her shoulder she reached back, her longer

nails grabbing his hips and pullihgn forwards, enjoying the feel of him pressing against her back.

G! K ¢ S& K S ctherttingsI BoXor oldi A YSBIQAS dd ¢

PR R T N

WIE O1 RARY QO NBYSYOSNI gKSy KS FStft | zhopddhikd odzi | a
aching muscles auld ease soorlL.ooking round heguicklyspotted lanto working away quietly in the

next room, theHubdark apart from the pool of light around his de3ke shadow of stubble on

L I y fag @ade him look as old as Jack felt in the harsh light.

Pushingoack from his desk Jasketched out his back and made his way through the darkwith

an ease born of far too many years of practicd: Yy 12 RARY QO 221 NRdzyR I & K¢
could tell by the slighslowing of his movements that he knew hesaxthere.Slowing Jack moved to

a0lyR 0SKAYR KAYX KA& KIYR 0NUziKAgadingdadiSmidhis I y i 2 Q2
touch lanto looked up with a tired grin on his face.

A =4 A X

G2 KSy L aA3ySR dzld 6A (K ¢ 2 NDK gakch ahd the infetestisy@éd SR G KS
formsé£ lanto sighed tiredlyd did not expecthe research to beBayand the inteesting life forms
G2 0SS B&ESamaaQ

d guess at Torchwoodr® that was less of an iss@dack squeezed his shoulder gently as lanto

turned back to the screen to place another kithead, @2 yy S 41 ay Qi SHherlit & | o
S@PSy GK2dzaAK &aKS (dzNYy SR litthe ga-tt 2 ¥ & Hedv@ishdoghe SIS NBE 2y S S
grinda LINEIF R F ONRaa LI yid2 QaturddBfhidrose sdenfeR to 8nitings | @ S OSYy
with his lips.
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4, 2028R&adzNIINR A SR ¢KI G &KS faSdeli 3R Q@i LEFIIQG A A B2
G2N] SR Ay Yeé FTMWIDHENIGI (DESRIANKSa @d A IKGE dedRAAGF Yl
back a little, not wanting to interrupt the memories of the person he knewivgs L I Yy (iBBtQ& YA Y R«
just as Jackas about to let go of his shoulder lanto turned again and reached up, placing a hand
overhisd! ft 1 K2dzZAK yS@SNI Iy@FGeK Ag/A3i K AKSNIsakér G L 3 S

G | B 8ack laughed and puton astern l@bkQY | @SNE & ( Mdo@ltreaiwdal  a @& 2dz
f A1 S Hitdr&sSdodeteyebrow quizzically.

G ! yée | hought | was the only one you treated like tidte said, sounding htrLetting go of
WI O1 Qa Ktbod, Rushing tidicRair back and turning to stand face to face withalalok
grinned éBut only when let youof courseb €

6Mmmm yes Sjira NJP W2 Gihaing fack\Naised his eyebrows and let his hands slidedroun

L Iy i 2 Qlack ianédanidoa kiss before pausing as his face twisted, shaking his head quickly

before brirging his hand up to cover his mouth as he yawned widely.f ( K2 dzZ3 K LISNXI LJ& |
O2FFSS aftl @S Y2YSy lantydigpd dut odhs griasy andl GuisKly chedkedrhé @ &
computer before, satisfiedhe headedoverto the coffee machine.

G, 2dzNJ dzadzk £ 2 NJ aecAédiback.y 3 a G NPy ISNKE

G ae dza dzl ¢éackinaddet bshk fiolldwed, his eyes tracking every move lanto didiciek

S IINB 3F2Ay3a (2 KI@S G2 OFftft AG F yAIKG az22ys L
f 2 y A& Hoéided and Jack saw the way his eyes took longer than usual to open with every blink

and the way he was movingle was exhaustetbo.

A O2dzZ Ry Qi | 3INBS 6A0GK &2 duylas alBtiareof thelday it endih A R & {
Fo2dzi KIFEF |y K2dzNJ a2 Jagkdodded andzindved@lSser his Kafds in figi S NJ { K
trousers as he stood still by the machine.

a ¢ KI yfprthés2Jddek said softly.

G C2 NJ i KéSant®lgoketl GSnkpolite bemusemerd.ike | would trust you to make it yourself
3 AY OF

GL R2y Qirgivek mefdr thelldsQide y&2ackadmitted as hestroked his hand across the

machine befoe pulling back in mock pain as though it had bitten Hanto laughed quietly and Jack

smiled softly before is expression grew seriousagain! YR L R2y Qi YSIy G(KS 02 7F-
mean all thisJohn, Justie...L Yy 26 A Mapadeddnoméat. NR @ ¢

A YSIy @2dz {y26 LQ@S 32 (WH O1K S& dzR RS kridwo@aOy] i A0 dz3 R >
R2y Qi NBIFffeé& ¢SAEICSLIZ2 FRING G KISo a2 RA B 2NASa yegl @

lanto smiled in spite of himself and camtrated on the coffee to try to hide iflack carried on

hesitantly.a . dzi A (1 Q& FRafFsFastHd Yjiist meshSwell, ikl Goaltbose two of my

legionsofet 2 GSNBE (2 (dz2NY dzLJ G 2Shiddginghdck IgoRedztloory/ 2 G 06 S
moment, lost in memoryd | Soutfof myexg A @3S & WdzAh OS g2 dzZ Ry Qéi S@Sy YI ]
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GWF O1 ¢ LIy (a krow ileKafkedt alioat Wheh ydEtry to énake things better but
I OGdz £ £ @ & Nliookihy gpagail lartaiworkeBdidndikeito its final stage and slid
the fresh cup of coffee off the stand and passed it to Jahkst & dzii dzLJ ' YR RNAY ] @& 2 dzNJ

Smiling Jack took the cup and made his way over to the sofa, lanto finishing his own off before
bringing it over andaitting beside himThey sat in silence for a moment before Jack looked at lanto
curiously and tried to look casual as he asked something that had been on his mind for a long time.

G52 @23z GVIKAGQ] | Gl KpbRiEaNG ldsa Baiilél éver haget Y | NNNaBR padsed
mid-sip for a second before lowering the mug down to rest on his thigh, both hands wrapped around
it.

GL K2ySadil fédantdiBoygdtidior aymomentd ¥ ¢ S of KderpAr®al Torchwood and

2dzaid I y2NXIf O02dzZJ S L R2y Qi (1y2¢ Sommétimdss2yd 6S o472
think Gwen and Rhys only got this far because they met before she cameThere.really is

something about this jokthat makes eveything that much more intense, much more crazyack

chuckled softly into his own muand nodded briefly

G1 Sttt eSazXxé KS HydoNBuShRK Idut dpkvithlit fa NI fy ByfaiKuEkledoo,
his thumb rubbing over the rim of his msgpwly.

G.dzii 6SNBE ¢S NBIf & 3IRmokatinied, takkify taihimIe§ aloSts T2 NS 3S N
much as to Jackleshrugged and stared down at his mug thoughtfuliviaybe for a little while |

wantedthatL. 3JdzSaa AGQa 2y 0k y@dDHwething ttat yWilstar thigkSoue 2 dz
shouldhave itand forget to think about whether you actually want it atdalle shrugged lightly.

Gb2> L R2y Qi GKAY]1l LQY NBlIffeé G4KS YINNEAY3A | AYRJ

Jack looked at him carefully and smiled sadly. A | NP ¢

G, 2 dzQNB NitachRnihed Aid et £o face him with an impish expression on his face.

afiQa 332 NBIAAGSNI I OAGDAf blyjlaNdyaiSoiNEevkitdt gety 2 S (2 G
Gwentobeoursurrogate Y R £ A @S K| LIadRaughed Hdify,Nde sotindl EcNdimg

around the desertedHubfor a moment and making Myfanwy shriek in answer.

G2 820K 1y26 GOKI&WAOY 280k AR/ 3220FG0A28ys 4L OF y Qi G KAY]
SAGKSNI 2F dza &2 L) R2 laytdnoddiddlard fobkéd ainkHisacedsSopéhz Yy 2 6 D¢
YR K2y Sad AdG YIRS WH01Q4 KSIFENI OKS G2 4SS Ado

GOEIOIR 8lPQY KI LILR oA(&e (KN I&E ®Exie CHBRSR & (KR 0é

Jack smiled back and suddenly remembered all over again jushewwas so crazy about this young

man. SFyAy3 F2NBFNR KS L)X IFOSR KAa Ydz@ 2y GKS {GlFof
holding it steady as he leaned into kisshmK NS K| yRA OF NBFdzZ t & FStid (K
on the table before slidig themselves into hair and over skimorking their way with an easy

familiarity in the dim light.

By the time they returned to the coffee again it was already cold.

47



~kk ik ko

lanto collected John and Justine from the flat the next mornpaintedlyignoring theabandoned
bike propped outside with the now empty pizza box holder on the bllek.pair of them looked
smug and had at least stopped arguing which made the journey more beaBgbilee time they
made it back to thédubJack was waiting for theloy the lift stone, his eyes squinting slightly in the
bright morning sunshinas the SUV pulled uplis arms were folded across his chest, though
whether to appear sterner to the others or to fend off the slight chill of the morning air lanto

O 2 dzf RIyFeri theiwdy Jack had tucked his hands in tight lanto suspected the latter.

He watched as his quiet passengers slid out of the SUV and strode across Plass, the swagger on John
d42YSK2g Y2NB LINRPy2dzyOSR GKAA& Y2NYARiytEegenieA f a G Wdza (
breeze.The three of them were not exactly inconspicuous and he half wondered if even the invisible

lift could hide themPulling away & wonderedidly if Gwen had arrivegiet and whether Time

Agents even liked continental breakfastsslo/ 3 & (KSe& RARY QG adGhk NI 6A0K2
thing.

PR R R N

Gwen hurried into the conferena®om; hastily sliding her jacket off as she pulled out a chair,

smiling politely at the end of the story Jack had obviously been regaling them alévd#sdso

GKSYy (GKS &aSSNJ alAR WL Jack thiskfedRwithiKa g@faucaus IGughtefiokhl G O 2 Y A
John and Jack filled the room whilst lanto and Justine exchanged what almost appeared to be

despairing lookdt looked as though Jadad either patched things up with Justioethey were

simply ignoring the argument yesterdd§mowing Jack wasprobably the latter.

& + S NE, Wh Rifislinksaid as shéook another sip of her tea and smiled at Gwen welcomingly.
G! f 0 K2dzZAK LISNKI LA pofitd breakfastzhdighal. o moéwShe ivileledns AeeNJ
GKIFGQa (KS AyprA NBAB) G2RKBRAZNI f AGGE S Kdzyd Ké

éOkay,g S t fatkdabk a gulp of his coffee before leaning back in his chair as he regarded them all.
danto and Gwen havemanaged to locate most of the items on the list althodgha couple we had

to resort toeBay Theyshould be here tomorrow with any luckhank goodness for geeks who

collect strange thingaVeQ ZBotracked down the watchvith the information you gave uasnd

thanks to my ontacts in the museum world

G2 K2 32Sa o0& K Simgre andfanzids JatkiRoBBiken as\ik interrupted.

& who was able to make me an appointment at the museum where the exhibition is being held at
the moment.L {igQiry tobe a bit of a drive but Gwen and | should be able to be there and back in
couple of hours plus say an hour to get the watch from them a®@dline¢

4! YR 6KFG SEI OGf @& I¢G®Eenac&ptedia doffed frotn2antd édd Helped K S Y K
herself to a croissant as she continuéd. O& ¥R GG KSY 2 dz& dackgtihn@dwihaingly & 2  dz
and tapped his fingertips against his mug.
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G2 KIéi KS | a1 8RAAIRRFOIFHLKIAYG GKS ywelB8inthe NOKg22 R C
Y dza S dzy @aWaiighed at the matching looks theyl gave him before shruggingThe family
wasgoing to put it up for auctiorzs St t € SiQa 2dzAadG areé& ¢S YIRS GKSY |
You owe me some money by the wilydzA O S ® ¢

Gal 1Sa I ysShagindglkatyyHaresgently popped the last of her breakfast into her
mouth and brushed atray crumb off her lip as she chewed thoughtfuliyL QY & dzNB ¢S OF y O
some arrangement¢

G . S K IPdiling &t her warninglyack continuedi {, &e now own the watch, we just need to
pick it up.The sphere is local and not for sale so lanteddyou to take Justine and John to the
home and get a good ldéaat it Johnweneedyouil 2 a8SS AT GKSNB Aa Fye gl @&

G{2 @e&2dz R2 y SSRlohnehudki&fand lean€dib&cKin hig chal€, lacing his fingers
behind his heads he regarded Jacit. f 6 €¢a yAOS (G2 6S ySSRSR FT2NJ az2y
His gaze slipped to Justine and he waggled his eyebrows as he §odiag her eyes for a moment

Justinerested her elbow on the table, supporting her chin on her fingsttip

dThankfullZ ¢ & KS & A& d® Rctudlly hsseRthe Skills you can call upon or you would
never have managed to stay alive this lohigave to say if your performance last night is anything to
32 o0& e2dz ¢gZdA RyQd fFad GKS

¢ KI G Q& Ja&k gaaddedttihg them off quicklidewasslowlygetting better at intercepting

their fights before they got goingackook adeep breath before continuingr ¢eforacelet is also

fairly local; Andycame up withan address for the old mama Mr Taylorlanto, on the wayto the

home can you call in and see if you can charm some info out of him about where the bradélet is.

AGQa 0SSy ad42fR K2LISTFdzZte ¢S OFy (NlaQdgrimméd R2g6Y | c
slightly as he spotted Jack figtack a yawn and try to disguise it by reaching for agthout from

the tray.

G9EO&t WRIAHIR Yy S y 2 RIRSWRE A &KL | 2 deiy A di 16 Srifili ifNgbuycanLJ2 NI 0 | (
KSftLI YS 6AGK a2YS NATO LINBRAOUAZ2YyA LQff asSai GKS

Gl ly3 2y | ¥ApdAA$saE2ED s dhatkok 6 thivg aiedmu Pullibge
throughthe rift2¢ KA & A&y QG J2Ay3 (2 OFdaS Fye REYF3IS A4 A

G b,Ro,nodamagé. Wdza GAYyS KIFadAfe aK221 KSNwédUsiRgm K2f RA
the rift as a way to enhance time travel is relatively new technology but we discovered that there are

in factbenefits from having a great big hole in space am, as well as the hideous problems and

disasters associated with It.took a while but we worked out a way to map the flow of the rift, to

an extent, and use it to get across the univelsean only do certain routes but inor@

comfortable thana normal jumpJack here used to compare it to one of those fast roads you have,
0K2a$S a2 dagkNdiwingd Blighily at that and held out his hand.

G L &l AhR askeH indeKainlylustine looked momentarily startled, a slight look of panic ot guil
on her face.
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Gal @0S A i&shéduggestatd Wigkad grin that looked slightly forced spread over her

featuresd hNJ Yl @6S GKIF G OdziS GSOKYAOAlIYI GKS 2yS gAGK
crazy things about cars and roads and sfliffenagain his parents wer€larksorworshippers so

YIed0S AGQa y20 GKFG &AdzNLINRAAY I DE

G/ f 1 N &2y %daptdid2Kdkt bRlgSasiEok of complete bemusement on his faas he
interrupted. & , 2dz R2y Qi YSIy |a Ay WSNBYe /flNjaz2ykKé

G h ¥ CGIuh@rddbednatter of factly.éin the 23" century a cult formed with the Clarkson as
their official saintThe 23 century was one of those centuries really though, there was the cult of
Elvis, the cult of Marilyn Monroe, Queen VictofGharles Darwirpretty much everyone had a cult.
Most of them died out but a few proved annoyingly stubborn and-fust

a1 2t Rowenyslweék her head and held out her hand to stop thérh. QY a2 NN® odzi & ¥
this is you were talking about boxe&®d pulling hem through the riftd a y Q4 G KF G 3I32Ay 3
RI'y 3SNER dza K ¢

Gb2i ¢ WARATGEAY S NB I &4 a4 dzNB R KIQNEE thessaire Waghatd caktavel KSR )
through the rift using a wrist strap these storage boxes have been adapted to do the samighbut

less stylel use my wrist strap to act as a beacon and give them a location and they come through to

join me.l just have to be careful not to stand too close or | codtagsmack in the face from ore

Gb2 RIYIF3S 6S ¢ 2 dzs BRomGinirkdd dahitnslf 8 gvargoitseigrior@g/him.

G¢ Ky Wdzati Ay S 02yl Ay dziee wekillithie bakats upn kepréghan fheirl 6 S 4 =
destination and push them back into the rifSheused her hands to indicate boxes swirling in the
air. GTheywill then travel back to the future and be picked up by my contact theré. Y LJX S ® ¢

G { 2 dzy Rwien lbakeb Sceptical but nodded and took another sip of her coffee.

a{ 23> a BI Wadnfiigdsit Iooks as though | have the pleasure of your camptoday.

How delightful John always performisetter withl v I dzRA Sy O 450 YA BQAANBI RS dRTRSD &
how Jack loves an audience t@dthoughl noticedKk S LINBFSNE (GKS Y2NB adzoidf S
R 2 26N

@ KFEyYy1l @&2dz Wdzin@@uptéd, aWif Ivbuldtjodm@thirig dike thab &wen and lanto
exchangednowingt 221a YR WdzAdAyS IANAYYSR Ay NBalLRyaSsz
Y& Ol asSqQ f 2 gighingayid aic&liNg tAelpdnSJack moved swiftly.on

& D é,Swith me.L I y (JackIdoked at hirseriouslyd 2 dzQ R 6-&id the&S&tvdiNB guns, no
sword, but the more discreet weapons they can have back as well as anything else you might need
F2NJ 3S3G0A Y33 Hé puShed badk foEhe Rdeingimined the last of his coffee as

Gwen hastily grabbed a muffin, wrapping it in a napkin as she gulped down her coffee.

& Y SiSdohtactathourhh y  SNIJF t & 5 ¢  \ilantblA FI R 812 yIQdzA ISt FNB Y ¢
straight back so stay intoucArR ¥SSt FTNBS G2 akKz22d GKSY AT @&2dz y.
Justine and John stood as one and moved to stand behind lanto, each placing a hand on his

shoulder.
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G414 AT 68 s2df R SOSNI 6156 AKSBOHG 2L {(@@SE 22 yI 80 OFENERIYD
G . S a.xX PBnanodded and smirkedatJaakeS | £ £ ({y28 @2dz2QNBE (% 2y S 4k
I AONBI YSNWE

G h K (&istiné fodddd seriousli. 2 6 S+ NJ Y& KSFNAyYy3I KIFayQd oSSy i
with the gianté

G 9 v 2 d3acK $hook his heahd threw up his hands in defeal. | y (i 2 = Jahtd RatchedzO | @ ¢
as Jack swept out with an apologetic look and ignorednibeeasingly annoyinggqueezing of his
shoulders bynis new teamThis was going to be a long day.

He had no idea how right he waoing to be...

~kkk ko

LEyid2 O2dzZ Ry Qi | twkiagaftetb8tt ok tBedh Svhilgt $ackdydt to gd fligt With
curators.Sometimes he wondered if the Universe liked tormenting ®ading to the armoury he

hastily took a gun for himsetfefore retrievingthe time travellers assortedeapons lanto brought

them back up to théduband looked over to where the weapons ownersre curled up on the sofa,

Wdza GAYyS RNIJILISR | ONRP&aa W2KyQa €I LI YR LXFeAy3d GAl

Dumpingtheiti KAy 3a 2y GKS GFrofS KS &dFNISR KSFERAYy3 ol C
when the door began rolling open again and Jack came back in.

GWFHOLKF v 2 | & KBRQR dzéa&kRpl§nBel évérat the other two who were still
making out on thesofa.

G{ K2dzZ Ry Qi (K248 (&dagkask& inipatianydth seh WlokKas Justike
683y 62Nl AY3I KSNI 61 & dzyRSNI W2Ky Q& (2 Lo

L 0SSt ASOS a kbdoidgdometlingfaktGsudgisirdhsIgfulyack glared and
turned back tohim.

d{ 2 YSiKA y\RIz& Ki Jelyk SaHeizfod loudiyady Justinéooked up from her progress in
SELIRAAYI W2KyQa &G2Yl OK o daihe vhibieds @ KBy QI A N2 & K S NI2 §
sixty seconds to rarm. Whatever is not stashed hy K Sy @ 2 dzOQONB f S Ay I 0SKAYRC

lanto quickly slipped his stopwatch out of his pocket and smirked at John as he started it up, the
scowl from the thief as he recognised the accessory making his grin even Asdbeylazily set to
work lanto turned back tdack, his frown returning.

& lhought you two had left already. K I (1 Qa (i KéSanth A$Ed duitly. K

G2 S gSNB 2dza b dag grignezNandshifted doskeiito lanto, his hands moving over
LFEyid2Qa (N®wuiadppedhrdsani@hoByisa bt KI & G KS laptSdampedtts 4§ KS { |
KFyRa 2@SNJ W01 Q& yR LlzftSR GKSY lgleo
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G2 K2FY LQY day,d & QIKY § I tIhck pulled yakiandplit Nigdhands on
his hips.

DSy @a WHIONK LJdzf £ SR o6 O pd.dyde musdeé kiddingayoukchnyfaRes 2y KA -
DsSyQa OIF NI 2N)J @2dz2NJ OF NE GKS GKNBS 2F @&2dz gAff FA

& ., S athrée&f 8s as opposedtothetwoof ydu, L I y i 2 NB GR2NACSIR éXkdk NILEfA&Y>| &
the bigger carPlus we might be bringing back tephere, are you suggesting | simply tie it to the
roofPh NJ Yl @6S IS4G F fAGGES oFloe aSHG FyR aidNILI A

& 2 Ske bringing back something taajack replied, in a tone that suggested even he knew it was a
weak argument.

Gh222 | ¢ K2 sHuldadkdiup Kt of ibderlinithe glove b&@. maybe we should hook a
GNI Af SN F2NJ é2dz AyadSI Roé

G[ 221 AF @2dzQNB YIR lo2dzi KFE@Ay3a (G2 221 FFAISNI

G2 Keé ¢g2dzZ R L LI &aA babydit hor$y antzlhéiingdwhilstiyou igd nikeyeys ai 2

some academic®lanto took a deep breath and put his hands on his ipesokA ¥ L QY 3JI2Ay 3 (2
G2 Lidzi dzZLd ¢ A G K (K2 Bésidesaependityon vinat happerm todall Be nfay + @

need to look officiaf; or make a speedy getawaywhereas youare just on a jolly to a museum.
.SaAARSaz @&2dz 1y26 K2¢g INMzYLR L& 3ISG 6KSYy LQ@BS 0S¢

He said it so degzhn Jack almost missed the slight threat in his tone and suddenly remembered
what had happened the last time they had taken ldpi@® O INdto Zndatiothe memory of
having totry to explainawayto the mechanigust how the suspension had gotten so wrecked on
one side Gathering his wits again he tried to carry on with his argument but lanto just looked so
adorable he knew he &s going to lose.

GLGQAa y20G 2dzad + 22fteé&x ¢S -¢£VackpruSedywavihqRhisihd® S |j dzA LIy
distractedly.GFor.. a i daanfo®imply raised an eyebrow and Jack groaned, shrugging his shoulders
indefeat.a CA Yy S3 @& 2 dBuB S&i2 dz KBé Hhnwdustine came bounding over like a

LI ANJ 2F SIF3ISNIR23Ia Fd GKS 62NR Woglft1ASaQ LIyidz

045 secondg, he said in begrudging admiratiodohn smirked and wrapped an arm around Justine
who pushed him away.

GAgmdtimeg &aKS al A®RvesikQKdzZRA ANAKAEY aK2@Ay3a GKAy3Ia LI
I 6 2 daiitddosed his eyes in a grimace iwpened them again, glaring at Jack.

G L  wdSe asked.

Rolling his eyes Jack backed away, heading tddlbe againHe sighed as the paivaved at him
with big grins on their faces beforaovingto stand either side of lanto, each grabbing an arm and
hooking it in theirsGlaring at Jagkanto watched as the door began to close, Jack still facing them.
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Gl | 62dzi ¢S Jack duickly shbuteljl dgihé dolirgolled into place addie.sound of
the door alarms cut off any chance lanto had to reply and he reflected wryly that Jack either really
trusted him with these two or he was being punished sooeh

He hoped it was the former...

WOl 6AYyOSR a KS alg¢g DgSyQa OFNIIFYR gla 2y0S |z
effort making sure they had really cool transpdtiter car was, well he had to say it, ordinary.

Heading for the drier@ side he was cut off by Gwen who jumped in front of him, holding her hand

up to stop him.

GhK y2 @2dz R2y Qi3I AYoQubys ¥ré awdysNdgging thd SUY Suftigamnidly R NA @S d
territory now, Wl O | I GifiniyigSchadlemgingly stetood her ground as he leaned in close,
pressing his chest against her hand.

She could feel the muscles of his chest under her fingers and not for the first time thoughts she had

tried to block out for so long crept back through her mimtiey both knewlse would never act on

themck YR aKS adzaLISOGSR WHO01Qa aSyasS 2F K2y2dzNE dzyf
either ¢ but still, they enjoyed the gamd&.orchwood without a little flirting would just be, well, it

g2dzf Ry Qi 0S5 ¢ 2 NDdasi hat Ras &hatsie Kokl hedself...

GLQY 2y @& 2 dzNU20SENNIKI AINEY SHHY LK K| @ Sackilaged Rifhansl K | G S @S N
over hers, pressing her againsthim. SOl dzA S L QY o#ld flashed fiel thak Grin an@stie | NB
could feel heself starting to laugh but held it together a little longer, leaning in close before looking

up at him through her lashes.

GhK NBEKSY K 2NRSNJ e2dz G2odd ISG Ay GKS OFNJFYR R
Laughing Jack pulled her hand upnfr his chest to kiss her fingers as he bowed to her.

G, 2dzNJ 6AaK AYE® Y& RE2DEY | YR

Scooting round the car she rolled her eyes as she watched him go before she slid iRtdl#ed S NI &
seat, grinning as she watched him adjust the chair to make enough room for hisdedsis coat.

G { S &shé Brhinded himJack shot her a slight glare before submitting and pulling on the
strap, practically pouting with every mowe.{, Bow comeyou wanted to take my carhought you
62dA R KI 08 Ll t SR NIyl FyR AyaradsdR 2y G(GKS {! +Ké

Jack sighed heavily and began to drum his fingertips on the dashboard as she set off, the reasonable
speed she was taking seeming to annay Bbomehow as he playedith the air freshener hanging
from her rear view mirror.

GL (K2dzaKG Fo2dzi AdG odzi GKSy RSOARSR Al ¢2dAf RyQi
b2RRAY3 al 3Ste DgSy O02dzZ RyQi jdzAdS 6ALIS GKS avan
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droumeall ¢ & KS Ay éclyNhanibled $aRk o@c NN E (i SaligRigdoudly Jack grinned
and looked round at her.

d{ 2YSiKAY He wak §b&ut td ddritiiewhen something caught his Bgaching into the

back he frowned as he pulled something bright red from the baek & 2 KI i KI @S @&2dz 32
in here, it had better not be Torchwood propeityHe pulled the soft velvety cushion into the front

of the car and grimaced at the giant red and white heart with two puppy dogs embroidered on to it.

GhK (KAa atdorcRdddpfdeiySOR MBEYSYOoSMI yedKAY3a GKAA

GhK D2RX AU 61 & | LINBaSyilos
& { OK Y [J&ckurnéddte cushion to face her and she glanced sideways, blushing almost as red as

0KS OdzaKAz2y |0 (GKS 0AdAL WLa & @YW SkRBiaGgedsaNdhEioGghty | OND
her attention back to the road.

G1'S g2y Al i | G2HNRYyYR @FMNRY R 2YdNRdRIak®@ oAy AlX
O2dzZA Ry Qi o6SI-&€NJ AdG Ay GKS FtLdG az

G, 2dz 1SSLI I Odaadk kodvyed dng sgézedimdofOpadtibaghtfullyd ! O G dzl £ £ &
GKIFGQa +y ARSIFY ¢g2dZ R 0S Y2NB O2YF2NIilofS +FyR St

Gt FAYyGgo2N] Ké
GhK @2dz {y26 K2g ANNARGIGSR LIyd2 3ISG& Fo2dzi Lk A

& h yes,he does go on about all those fingerprinButL. R2y Qi 4SS K2 alSyQuda KA 2y
move fell open and she looked round at Jack for a full three second before quickly returning her
attentiontotheroadd , 2dz R2y Qi YSIy FTAYIASNER PE

GL R2y Qi XSublypg azZRRISHBE DY T SR tywecan gefSNIFaBrost any LINR y
body part on a nice shiny surfa€e

GWENBYSYOSNI LQY A DWSY (jkS O NIESSMERRY Ay RSiFR LK V2% 0% &

G, Sa dHQiiYda y Qanapkiggydtt alshidibeéas best he could in the car Jack grinned and
tossed the cushion back behind her cheiarrumphing slightly Gwen weaved her way through the
traffic and began to pick up more speed as they left the city.

GWIF Ol to2dzi GKS ¢K2tS /FLIWFAY (GKAYy3IZI AF &2dz (272
JushyS AAyQG I NBIf I REKE

GLF @2dz OKSO] (GKS NBO2NRA @ Zdackchutkied ayisgietihist A y R |
attention from her to the road, watching the way the vehicles moveddzii G KIF § R2Say Qi Y S
woman sitting inthe nice bigecom@ a Sl i Ay GKS {! :GwdimAd¢a y 26 AayQi
dismissive noise.

GLQY BASNK&Sdzl A R ¢ A (hk adin theehl tied isla bdy2 FNA Yy A SHE W2 KYy
he assumed Ualjést a coverJust as it sometimes helps us to takemilitary titles as we travethe
better spokerladieswith the right accenbccasionallydake on, wellpeeragesvhen they travell (G Q a
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actually pretty commonplacdBut she let slip to me once about her famMer gramfather hasg
had-thetittleof. N2y FyR AG LI &daSR (G2 KSNJ gKSy KS RASR®E

G2 K& ¢&WwWeNdowned and looked at him questioningly. K& y 23 KSNJ LI NBy daKé

G286t 0SOFdzAS KSNJ LI NByidia | NEPddé WefOwnedid$eB Yy (2 |
parents..! Ol dzr f ft @w.L R2y Qi UK2y{ L SOSNI I alSR®E

Geeldr Moty akKz221 EASwys éh&sindRafter thelbAde but riethought to
sparefor the inf | glaadgkingJack shot her a slightly apologetic look.

GLa wKea adAaff LIAaa SRenidokid féel the edggsoidaér lipS frciigihair Y 2 (G K SN
way into a grin against her will.

G1 SQtt BSRO2OENI A&B®dzyR (KS { NaciSlaugh®d agadiridlsha A f @S NJ |y
O2dzf Ry Qi KSfaLI2ININGBWSYWD SWMNAzZGIKES y¥w dpRYBwthavé RoSdeathbw] S K S NJ
YFye GAYSa LQ@S LI FeSRadKE G &8A BIPT SIFRePBiNISUghed ¥ & SK KK
and Jack checked his wrist strap at a beep, pulling it open befdnagignd closing it again. ! f f

2 1 Hatknodded quickly.

G Wdza 1 Sv2aKdyadi RSOARSR KS KIR (2 fHetapp¥dShely26 K2g O
dashboard again distractedifi. L K 2 LdDlaysAyi (K2 G KSY 020 KZ¢ &Bewdl AR (K
AK2dzf R KIS O0ONRdAzZAKUG 2@wenshitiggedKSY GAGK dza AyadSl Rd

w

GY Qadz2NE KSQa 320 GKSY S Backichiuakled aiuilooRed ovér Atder With § R & &

strange look.

(@]

GeKIGQa oKIFIG LQY FFNI AR 27T dé

PR N R N

lanto watched in the rear view mirror as John and Justine tried to play with the various gadgets back

there and felt aY' 2 Y S yfdlie@that he had removed the power connection, rendering them

useless, biore they got inSoon bored of thatthey began to alk to him.Actually more at him,

W2 Ky Qa adza3asSadizya 2F ¢gKIFIG GKS GKNBS 2F GKSY 02d
drove, unable to stop them and unsure whether talking was justification enough to #hemtyet.

When they were unable tget a rise out of him theyeverted to their other favourite way of killing

time and lanto suddenlfound himselinot only@S NE I NJ S T dzf bét &sowishiagf® i Ay K
a bucket of cold waterPutting the radio on he forced himself to concentrate the road and not on

his two passengers as they sank out of sight on the 8sathe time he pulled up at the address for

0KS StRSNI& 3ISyidtSYyry GKS&8 KIR 0SSy R2gy (GKSNB 1
face popping up between the seafter a momen® delay.

GLOff 32 asSSLIMYKISZ2 2503 ISR +a KS d22fwhpy GKS af
R2y Q0 @& 2dz (w2K yadid eK KISRNBIHILISF NBER 60SaARS KSNA | Y2
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G9EOSt £S¢ 6 QA RS BalradRyelT R B &adddbpuickiylanto had aleady turned
away, his hand orhe door handle butfrozek b2 Yy SSR (2 KdzZNNE o0l Ol dddé

Rolling his eyes lanalipped out of the SUV and looked around the street, identifying the house and
heading towards ias fast as he could\s much as he hated leaving them to it, or thinking about
what they were doing back there, he had to adrfike a kid in front of a television ske might feel
guilty butat leastit did keep them out of trouble...

Gwen alvays had that moment of slight discomfort as she watched Jack around other wétmen.
glayQi 2SRiyRdaFSSaKS yRiNas ndofe arfuseinént & thehwsylirBaRith
women (and men) would sometimes melt in his presefit¢es discomfort camehen she
recognised a gesture as one she used her§ak. slightly too long eye contadithe touches to his
arm. The laughing at his occasionally bad or obscure jokes.

As much as it was amusing to watch it on someone else it always left her wondstiegabked
that bad.Flirting with Jack was such a way of life at Torchwood she barely even noticed it any more
but to an outsider did she ever appear as simpering as

GhK /FLIFAY 1 FN]ySaas GvendesistedBomaipier byasd insteAK (i @ 2 y €
feigned interest in a collection of wartime journals adorning the cabinet beforeTtner.glass was

ONRIK(G Sy2dAK GKIFIG aKS O2dAd R aSS W O] Qa FWBFt SO A
a respectable academic woman she hadttair of dotty granny about her that Jack just seemed to

bring out with a wink.

The transformation from the businesslike and frankly grumpy way she had greeted Gwen to the

flirting temptress she was for Jack had almost been startling enough to make réaamfor her

gun.Ld 221 KSNIIF Y2YSyid (2 NBYSYOSNI KIdG 2dzad 0SC
necessarily alierClosing her eyes for a moment gashed her hair back from her face and slid her

hand behind her neck, rubbing the muscles lightly.

0 2 dz Zatkksked quietlswen jumped, heeyes flying open to see tahostly reflection in the

glass of the cabinet, his eyes cast into dark holes by the lighting but the concerned look on his face
instantly reassuring heihe curator had vanished drwith a wry grin of relief Gwen turned, making
sure they were alone again before she spoke.

G Wdza G ANJ Y IFNR Y @ 2 dzNJ y dzY 6 S NJ Jaci |8ughed ofitdofid adadK S & I A R
wrapped his arm around her, pulling her gently across the roonmtaheer cabinet, this one filled
with medals and what looked like pieces of scrap metal.

Nowcomeond 2dz 1y 26 ( Krhoie©Xack Banéliciashidto{the case and smiled as he
recognised the medalsiMs Goodman isimplybeing very helpfu¢ she wagyoing to refuse to help

us and claim she needed another week at least to get the watch ready for tran8jsattis

technically in her care at the moment she would have been perfectly within her rights to claim lack
of staff or resources and stall us for2 y 3 S NJb ¢
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G5FNB L al oKIFG @&2dz LINE YA GfRraised hefe§ebrons SNI 2 OKI y
quizzicallyJack chuckled again and shrugged lightly, the movement of his arm around her almost
tempting Gwen to rest her head on his shoulder after it veestl¢d there.

& 2 Swefare leaving a wateshaped hole in her exhibitiohTilting his head to the side he tapped
the case lightly with his knuckle®.may have told her | was a collector and would be happy to lend
her another watch insteadAdmittedly $e is sad to lose such a unique piece with a good family

f SISYR 0SKAYR Al o0dzi ¢6KSy L alFAR L ¢g2dZ R 0S5
R2Yy Il GAy3 IyR GKS adG2NARSa 27T (KSGuwefiokkdaNd ¢ K 2
pulled aut from under his arm.

>

N ®
[SN

<, -
N h

G2 K2aS ¢l G§OK I NB @& 2 dzst# askedSinilidgzoftld Jagk Shruggedarid placed y K ¢
his hands on his hips.

G2Stf L R2 KFE@S | 02dzZL) S 2F 4 (10KSa TNEKY &2NRR 2
suggestivelyd1 Y26 Y2NB GKIyYy | FSg aid2NARSa QGwenzhizkledi KS & 2 1
and punched m playfully

L R2y Qil (KA Y| aréiwhat 8h8 had ia NBHdVI2 Fhugin@he a8 about to
continue but his gaze shifted behind her as she tidaotsteps approaching.

oMs Goodman, that was fast!Slipping past her Jack greeted the curator aga¥iou must have

them well trained backhere;L. 6 S @2dz NHzZ S GKSY & A GwenstajedA NBY FA
facing the cabinet, afraid if sherued round the disgust would be all too evident on fexre.To her

surprise the curatoappeared to be lapping it up, a girlish giggle cutting through the air.

G2Stf Al R2Sa KSt LI (2 (Glenshuddered but guickylshiftBdait & 2 dzNIP & d
spot to disguise itas afidget.! YR / F LG Ay X LI BsEPIODUzE Ry YE KSBBEWRE
herface as the image of her mothar-law flirting with Jack pushed its way into her heBding her

ipharda KS K2 LISR (KSe& gothdztthR govérsatioh ghytimg ol (2 2

& . NI SuBhlagvonderful namé&Jack really was shameless sometintksa (i iGiven folced K €
her best polite policema® stare onto her face and turned, taking in the small box in the cugator
hands and the formanderneath it.

Gttt 02ESR dzLd NBI Ré& T2 NJ (A cshusgeNydsta sigh fér E#2GwedzNI (G 2 NJ ¢
followed them over to a waist height display table and watched as Jack signed the paperwork before

taking the box from Brendaith a slidntly too lengthy pause as their hands touchéd¢ K SNBX ¢S 32
then,Captain5 2 @2dz FlyOeé | yldaAKGe LSS KéE

a! t gl &a O KXack grisnediwicketllyaRdbét his fingers spread wide over the top of the box,
holding it firm in his other hand’he box wasimple cardboard, the sort of archival box she had seen
lanto use for the everyday objects in the archives but it was tied with a plain white cotton ribbon of
sorts.Jack tugged the knot loose carefully and held the box firm whilst Brenda let her fimgsls b
over his as she eased the lid off slowly.

aLQf t edza éBreAdhBaidNdieRy. 2 T (KA &Z
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Gwen watched with mild interest as the lid lifted free to reveal what looked like a square shaped
piece of foam cut to fit the dimensions of the boxNJB y flage@dils gently snagged the edges of
the foam and teased it up before getting a grip on it and pulling it fiée. watch was secured in
another piece of the foam, snug in a cut out chamber that it fit into perfectly.

It was a silver pocket watch, rfuhg too remarkable about it but the design on the front was very
pretty. The strange circular shapes reminded her of planets and orbits, or the gears of a clock
perhaps Definitely pretty.Gwen frowned as she heard the slight gasp from Jack and quiakiedl
at him, catching the look of complete shock on his face.

LG Aa | o6 S| dfhd cirdmr lodkad$ie) Ristadkiagyhi@ Surpiisé fisr something else and
smiled teasinglydThe design is unique as far as we can tell, possibly a bespoke/ieygnaade for

the original ownerUnusually there are n¥ | { SddRsion it bu€ She pulled back, hastily pulling

a pair of white cotton gloves from her pocket and slipping them on with a few expert twists of her
fingers.

a a | e the.crdtor askedJak nodded, slightly dumbstruck as she easteslwatch out of its bed
andturneditoverd ¢ KSNBE ' NB GKSaS adNly3aS AyRSylGlGAzya 2y
a larger deviceMy personal theory is that it was designed to be mounted onto gelaclock,

Ll2aaArofte I a LI Skegggld dighty and@uy Heogiowsyfihgertip over the strange
holesd 9 A G KSNJ GKIFG 2NJ GKS gl G§OK YI 1 SN Whatéverthel® A y3 {2
reason it is certainly a one of a kind pi¢hat we shall be most sad to see gdthough if you are

AO0ATE dzLJ F2NJ 82dzNJ 2 FFSNKE

WOl RARYQl NBLX&xr KAa 3T S NBYFAYSR FTAESR 2y ik
hesitation on her face as she took in his bare fingers before wittifarmanoeuvreshe pulled the

glove off her hand, blanketing it around the watch and placing the bundle in his Halmas staring

at the watch as though trying to make sense of something impossible.

G/ FLIE! AKB OdzNT G2NJ f 2@QRRLIBGE RAzZYENDBFQPH dzZASRYI (2 3
Snapping bachvl 01 Qa G NI RSYIFN] 3aINRY &af ALIISR 2yid2 KAa Tl
quickly grabbing the foam and pushing it back into place.

a ! & Jakkslib the box into his coat pocket and slgbpes arm through the curatorsiYou have my

ydzYo SNE 2dzad €S YS 1y2¢ | I22R $SS]T F2NJ &2dz | yF
through the storiesywork out which fits better in the exhibition and sort out that lodflaybe over
RAYYSNKE

Gwenignored the giggle and felt the conversation startwvash over her as stmncentrated on

Jack, the teltale signs of his concern obvious to her even though to the curator he was back to his
usual selfSomething was wrong with that watch and she hadaible feeling that this scavenger
hunt was about to become something a lot more serious.

Pulling her phone from her pocket she began to discreetly text Rhys to tell him she would iéolate.
point spoiling both their evenings...

~k ok kK
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lanto was alwgis somewhat amazed by how low human beings could go sometiteasalked out

of Mr Taylo® house and pulled out his phone, making a swift call to social serviesid back into

GKS {'+3 a2YSK2¢ y20 &adz2NLINKR &SR ¢ Kaogod fo lgweiQa T I
than it should be if they had been sitting quietlydabehaving themselves.

O
(p))

{2 oKIGQa (GKS OWRRYOUAZHROKE! HINR DBRNISE KE &

GLIFyiEzZAGAYSQa FIF OS | LILISFNBR 0 S aheRm@ndKgkigpeddh8 T2 NB L
sides of the front seats, pulling herself back up onto her s€&xtme on, how about some good
ySsaKé

GaNJ ¢l &f2NRa FlYAfte KFE@S 332G KAY | LINAEndS OF NBN
went for bargain basemertlanto pulled out a notepad and passed it back, a single name and

address on the top sheef{ K S Q &stealiGgSrgim him for months and threatening him that she

gAff 3ASH KAY Ldzi Ay | K2YS AFT KS (Sffamakye 2ySodé
terraced house.

GL 2¢2ili BSG GKAA OSyiddz2NE & 20¥any ondedfulculturdskabd & A R G F
times when the elderly were revered and cared for or when you had whole families livintheoge

supporting one anotheiButyou lot l& your parents raise you then shove them in a home when

they need your help in returrAnd instead of doctors and nurses who do their jobs and take pride in

their work you get caring and dedicated but overworked and demoralised staff run into the ground

by targets and managersor mercenaries who are after a quick buck and a bit of pojve2.Y S O NB ®¢

aLdQa vy 2 lartofgiaredathr$ thé feadr Giewémirror.

aLiQa éSighiaglZadane passed him back the notepad and leaned back inaheadjesting

her blouse slightly as she moveRight, are we going to go pay this wonderful Florence Nightingale

of the 2f' century avisitornote. g2 dzf Ry Qi YA YR | |j daNoDth medtion & 6 A G K
Fye 20§KSNJ LI A Sayftandddedyind katdiad MR Idiyi fhallgpfinished adjusting his

clothing and slid into the seat beside her.

G52 L 3ISG G2 asSS &2 diNJ WKIYS NINR |30 iRie? M HIgetHaOpi S | I+ A y
GAYSZ Wk O] yS@SNJIldnt iblied hi Byed dhd tidnedd@gdRo fadetha ¢

G, 2dz NB y2i (2 RWRAKE TSR & dfemlpglied iunidodand glanced at
eachother.

'daTy

al VSOSNI £t Sia dza KFE@S Fye Fdzyzsé W2KYy alAR (2 K

R 68 O2df R KI Ofisfa @S FhizgnlBmeusd doades 2 7

< »

al

lanto turned round again and started the SUV, easily ignoring the lewd comments and innuendos

from the back seatWorking for Jack for so longhe wasusedtbi6 ¢l & 3If I R (GKS& O2dz
hismindwasQi 2y S Kdzy RNBR LISNOSyl 2y KA& RNAGAYy3I GK2d
options they were outliningparticularly onénvolving the three of them, the bonnet of the SUV,

some duct tape and Ja@emergency glove box lubEhey were definitelydeasworth considering

for another timec and with a different cast.
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~kk ik ko

aJackwill you please watch where you are gaidgstslow down a bit and tell me what the bloody

KSt f A a GHedWwinta, henfingérs spread wide over the dashbaatte vain hope that if

he did crash she might somehow save herself by sheer force of will and herTdmenisox with the

g GOK Ay gl a o0SG6SSYy KSNI FSSiG FyR aKS gl ayQid a&dz
from... from whatever it waghat hadJack looking so scarel W O1 =2 & 2dz I NB & Ol NAy 3

PR

Df I yOAy3 &dARSgl&a i KSNIljdzAaOlfte& WOl Qa ELINB a & A

around the cars ahead anmdlaxing a little as they hihe open road.

G2S KI@S G2 HBIKI®@ISOW 20 F AYRS 2 dzii Hisgstéce Wias sMigéimidsy S A a
he gripped the steering wheel tight, his eyes locked on the rGaeen nodded quickly and pulled

one hand off the dashboard, her fingess stiffwith the tense pressure she had been pagion

them that she had to wriggle her fingers to get the blood back into them.

G.dzi o KIFGQa a2 alLdS Ak S dvduand2GdRisediRAl Riy Qoihaadaicieds

asJadk swallowed hard, her eyes tracing his neck andrggthe way his muses tensed{ KS KI Ry Qi
seen him so scared for a long time and it was freaking her out more than she couid theeysame

time thoughshebecame stronger in return, her training and instincts calming her down to be able to
support him.

GLQOS & SiSyésé Beisighed Hedvify and banged one hand against the wiwed it is
RFy3SNRdzazx GKS fl1ad GAYS L arg I+ 61 GOK fA1S GKI

d. dZOKHIRKAGSSY Ay (K SGwehdgharethdowi & thé boxah8tdedre her feetlan
fought the urge to throw it out the windowd kéey will have cleaned it ahphotographed it and all
sorts.I¥ AdG ¢l & RIFIYy3ISNRdza ¢g2dz RyQi GKSe& KIFI@Ssz ¢Stttz

GLQY y20 adNB SEIFOilftée K2é Al 62 NJtéJack slmuggadandS G A Y S 3
ran a hand through his hair distractedly as Gwen fought the urge to tell him to keep his hands on the
wheel.d dzi L OF y Qi Jiideqaits itifok Smettingidangérdus dil is working for

someone else who does know howusee it.I am not taking thatisk That watch has to be kept

away from heratallcosts. S Yy SSR (i He paiisedl his kehdNfkmibling in his jacket before

passing herthephoné L I y 12> ¢S ySSR (G2 6Ny KAYI KSpéySSRa

! yR (i K&Gfabling theipkone she dialled quickly and put it on loudspeaker, holding it near
his ear asitconnected® KI & | NB @& 2 dz 32 Kogkihg at Ber gridly far A mdterkHe NXK £
turned back to pay attention to the road but the sdthis jaw left her in no doubt that he was

deadly serious.

G2 KIdS@OSNI AG dF1Sa G2 ai2L) KSNWE

lanto felt his phone vibrate as John and Justine towered over the frighteswedworkeras she
hastily began pulling out stashes of stolen valuabiesifaround her small flat. | § OKAy 3 W2 Ky Qa
as he pulled theearpieceout of his pocket he slipped out of the room, heading down the hall to the
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G2YlIYyQa 0SRNRB2Y | yR OfSmiingtoBimselkh® puRad Bisdarpice&ahd R KA Y d
peered throudp the net curtains of the room out to the street below to check on the SUV.
A GK2dzaAKG L 61 & &adzllll2aSR G2 0SS GKS 2y$ ydRQfaa y 3

AYAES FIRSR a KS Ol dzAKG GKS dzZNASyOe Ay WOl Qa ¢
GLEFYG2Z ¢ KSR &l NWRIZAGI A dakS K €

G{KS YR W2KYy | NB K¢ P2 icaieiRsednias thdugh th®homeihelpasi K a NJ
been helping herself to a few little trinkets here and there from hdlr (i A I®yids.0uatine insisted

the honourable thing to do would be tetrieve all the stolen objectshe and John are just

persuadingd KS KSf LISNJ (2 &K 2 ¢ Hdiskgd slightly SnidBovéafhSradds 4 G A & D€
from the door as a loud shout from John echobadugh the flat.They had promised not to hurt her

but there wasno sense in making Jack worry about it.

G{KS OFyQi KSIN e52KdS KNR 3K y 26

& b,A K S&va the hall lanto frowned and moved further away from the door, lowering his voice.
@ackwhd Qa ¢ NRyYy 3IKE

G ¢ KS ¢ Indt@kharmlgss & &he made duthassome pretty powerful aliemechnology

involved with itand she conveniently forgot to mention {t. K S Qa dzLJ (L&terd @anit§ouK A y 3 @

to get the bracelet and get back to tliduh Forget the spherelust get her back and put her in a cell,

knock her out, just make her safe until | can getbac QNB a Attt | O2dzLX S 2F K2

lanto winced as a loud expletive from Gwen in the background confirmed his fears thata¥ack

the phone whilst driving at high speed againWdza & y Sdzi NI f A 4 S éWISQ] 0z (1 ®2 A OS
sounded strained and he could hear Gwen saying something that sounded likdtrck.g I & y Qi & dzN.
which of the alternatives his mind came up forfit the situation he preferreddAnd whatever you

R2 1 SSLJ 22dzNJ RA &Gl y Qdhto hofidedaddlistadéd isthe ¥dicEs@uiieteRefl || R & ¢
down and footsteps came down the hall towards them.

Gb2d I LINROofSY WOl BHuhb g0 flantd RSy astily and gdtithe & G K S
earpiece back in his pocket as the door opened and Justine peered around it, a triumphant smile on
her face.

& D 2 &GrikningjLadyJustine stepped fully into the room, her hands on her higéong with quite

a few other pieces actualliostly jewellery and shiny things, this carer was quite the magpie.

W2 Ky Qa 2dzaid LI O1Ay3a AG FEf dzLd gAGK | A&l 2F KSN
her police friends to do thei¢ She waved her handismissivelya t 2 f A O Sever didirgaly get

what it is they do at the moment other than wear hideous unifordshough those truncheons are

NI G KS NI A yShéSsheppadintoyha maprdfdly and tilted her head to one side quizzically at

thelLJ2 t A0S aAYAT S2XKF (LAY NPy FKIEOS @

G b 2 (i Klangs Shdak his head quickly and his smile broadeddd. O1 Qa 2dza i 3I2Ay 3 G2
longer than he thought and needs me to check out something aHte Probably just a weeuvil,
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nothing to worly about really but you know how he &/e might have to delay getting the sphere
until later.So, ¥ &2 dzQNB | ff R2yS 4SS OFy 3ASdG 3A2Ay3a (GKSyHE

& L | haliegdy told you, you have such expressive gyisstine pushed the door closed and
stepped further intathe room, hereyescold®2 K& R2y Qi @2dz (Stt YS gKIGQa

GLGQE y2U0KAYy3 NBFffeX LINROolOf & 2d#ainto Wil heo SAyYy 3 L
hands slide along her hips and tried to resist the urge to back a®ayshal we just get back in the
SUV and

The door burst open an@aptainJohn stepped in, raising an eyebrow at the way they were standing
so rigidly apart.

G!' yR KSNB 6KSy L al ¢ @& 2 dzhadiighttve iier Snially goBng Ravels@me i KS 0 ¢
T dzydahis complained as haniffed slightly and folded his arms.

a W2 why is your mind always in the guttérustine turned to face him as she spoke, her back to
lanto, and he took advantage of the distraction to move past her towards the ddf@.were jus-€
Quick as a flash she pulled a small spray bottle, no bigger than a lipstiokyérovaistband and

spun aroundSj dzA NI Ay 3 G KS f KHedsitdRed Mishasgionataigyhé @l@psed Tolthd S
floor.da { 4 NI G!SyEHR aMmiy@ad ( AAYS  (iF R SWhifbing g HgféArBalet she pointed

the small crossbow at John and grinned at him evilly.

& 5 S| NJrhétgkuéstion iscan | trust you® Justinelooked at him, considering his reactioasd
sighed as she saw him glance at lanto withaewn.& h 6 @A 2 d¥é@u réallyyidei ben working on
OKF G &a2dzd you® Shuggingshe@ddtiomed him into the room, careful to keep well clear
oftherange ofhislegét ¢ I { S KA & Of 2 (i Bdbrashraggetadd haukeElghto dretdiNE O ¢
bed.

G, 2dz 1y26> ASYSNIffe aLISF{Ay3d A EJoEnDd&yan eficeitlii SNI 6 K S
stripping lanto of his clothes as he spoélore fun that way, you get all the screaming and

S @S NE BighingJastirewatched & the pile 0Ot 2 1 KSa 3 NBngart suiivdsflung v G 2 Q&
carelessly across the room before being joined by underwgaallyJohn was free to start on

himself.

GL R2y Qi KIF @S Iye 14Aya KRS LA I AyKsorgFiaitisapicndd2igst SR S | NI
figured this would be a good way to leave you unarnad of course the added bonus of the

thought of the look on his face when he wakes up with you next to himust admit that is a

RSt AOA2dza (K2dAK(G dE

GLiQA y20 SEFOGte 2y8IRYy@DEYMWRKY Ad8S QLISR2 68 K KR ¢
SYOI NN aaYSyid 2NJ Y2 RSadodwd GKKASINI GEAzal KISKE y2 28A2yuiANBT €L |
her up and down.

GwAIKGEZ 22¢ghaRutlilky/Si 20 SFRR OS R246y s KI yR& 08& SteKS KSIF RO

watched as he pushed and pulled the unconscious man into place before taking his place beside him.

G t S NJW&aIKg over behind him she pressed the point of the arrow into his back before leaning
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over him and whispering in hised@r.¢ A YS {2 h& JoBn.Lifl @03 duyhkad and take a deep

breath £ She paused and thought foramomeéit. NJ L Qf f 2dzald Of dzo &2dz Ay aidSl
much that hurts when you wake up naked and téemvn.! 3 | Aiffirg ©imself uplohnlooked at

her angrily.

GL R3@®UO oKI G (KS WIRAS 202d0daQNE adalS IiNg g KSy L 3ISG Y@

Justinesprayed him and watched as the drug got to work, his eyes closing almost instantly as he
crashed back into the mattreskeeping the arrow against his spine shaéftty pulled an old
fashioned set of police handcuffs from under her corset and grinned hafgiynners, always
looking for the hightech and forgetting the old school tricks.

Wrapping the chain around the bars of the headboard she fastened the glitsatround his wrist
before strokingthe arrow down his back thoughtfull$ghe should really kill him now and be done
with it; he had definitelypecometoo sdt to be predictable Unlike Jack who was now so soft it was
easy to know what he would do nextand how to stop him.

But a promise was a promisBesides, it was so hard to find a good lay in this universe and John
certainly was that if nothing els€onsidering for a moment she shrugged and pulled the Arbalet
away. Takng off herhooped earringstee tappedthem together with a grin before fastening one
FNRdzy R LI yi2QNR dzflR ENRiKgifRSne@hgdSalways had such fun with those.
And she had been right, cover them with a thin layer of gold and not even Jack anaviohmere
intimately familiar withthem, had recognised them for what they were.

CAYylFffte LizZ tAy3a GKS alFakK FTNRBY KSNJ gl Aad akKS GASF
fingers down his bare spin&rinning to herself she took a moment to record the imaging her

wrist strapand debated whether to send it to Jack straight away or save it for [ater.licked her

lips as she took in the sight of the pair of them togethiewas a pity to let such a fine mergo

unsampledbut she had work to do.

Andwh £ &0 W O] ¢ 2 dzf RY Q,lshew&s gding thdvi tghhkeKiBeNand Kid & (A Y S
little helper werein no position to stop her eithef hat would require one last stop on her way
back...

Matthew fidgeted slightly in his dark uniform @yfor the fifth time that hour glanced at the clock.

The last part of the afternoon always seemed to drag when he was on galleryBdirty.asked for

directions to the bathroom every ten minutes during the morniiygd 2 NE R a4 OK22f {AR&aA g4I
exactly funbut it did make the day go quickethe afternoons were deadihough, especiallywhen

there was nothing but him and the ticking of the huge grandfather clock in the hallway.

lyy2eAy3ate Sy 2 deBiehroanihe Ras Riye Qald sfilthéari® & ¢ ay Qd & dzNB
sometimes if it was really the clock or his imagination, the ticking was so engrained in higybrain

now. Looking at the time yet again he sighed and began to pace, walking his familiar route through

the houses many roommaking sure everything was dk.¥ A ( the n@wrirait heyMad
recentlyborrowed from theNational Museums of Walds K S& g2 dz Ry Qi ySSR (2 Yl
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all. He couldinsteadbe back at the gift shop reading his baatder the counteyor chatting to the
cafe girls..

Rounding the corner he was snapped out of his thoughts by the figure in the room, a dark cloak
making him hesitate for a moment in shodle house, like every old building, was supposedly
haunted but hehad never really believeidl. As she turned around though he hid his fright with his
polite smile he reserved for customers and his bank man&jer.was definitely not a ghb

although her outfit was oddviaybe she was a new costumed guide in for oridnta

aD22R | Fmis§Ngsai@pglitely.

dhK 322 R éHar snleN@aly 2vgsPery nice and he found himself relaxing a little more,
although still unsure whether to treat her as staff or a guéstvas just admiring the astronomy
display.SdzOK o0 S| dzi A Fdzf LA SOSadé

Matt nodded and stepped closer, pointing to the display and ready to enter tour guide mode again.
HerHome Countiesccenthad marked her apossibly dourist as opposed to new staff shame, it
might have been nice to have sorfresh gossip in the staff room.

G, 84 (oD QANBj dA S 'y dzydzadd t O2ft 80GA2Y SOSy AT
She looked at him quizzicalipd frownedd , 2dz YSIFy O2YLI NBR 2§12 Y2RSNY A

GL YSIy S@Sy O2aMaithéwSdk hissrile siiKi®om bisicMs®er smile into a
genuine one as she stood a little taller, back on familiar territGfpe family seem to have had a
strange curiosity with collecting beautiful but completely faulty examples of instruments, even
though with the kowledge of the time they should have been fifidie Celestial Sphere for

S E | Y L¥eSandhergaze was fixed on the globe and smiled knowiFigdywere such beautiful
pieces the visitoralways went for those first.

éSome of he constellations arescognisabléut their placement in the heavensusongé KS &l ARZ
pointing to a poster illustrating the display,l yh&e are several theories about why thatlisii Q &

possible they were working from inaccurate charts or old booksyarg to recreate alifferent time

period-€

0Or that the stars are in the right place but as viewed from another planet in the Sol systen
interrupted quietly therturned to face him, a strange smile on her faieh NJ LISNXI LJa | Y22y
9 dzNR LJ ¢

Matt quickly forcedthe surprised frown off his face and nodded happifyhe continuedd ¢ KI 1 Q& 2y S
explanation | supposedadly no one has ever been able to properly identify the makers mark on the

base;i KSNBQa YSOSNI 6SSy y2iKSN SEasYeladtellzdFweKA & 6 2 N
YI®d YySOSNI g2N)] 2dzi 2dzad oKé Ald 6Syid a2 oNRy3IDE

GeKFGQa y2iA bQ3aShenddtan Miighell and ran a hand down his arm lighti. 2
0S LINB Oased af thé aldesafamilykon Europa in the fifty firstcentlngi Q& Y& FlF YAf & &
this sphere was meant as a message formgitR L Q@S 02YS (2 O02ftf SOG Al P
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Matt backed away slightly, unsure exactly why all the crazy people seemed to decide to spend their
afternoons visiting museumslodding and smiling politelyehlet his hand drift towards his radio.

G h K Rahgrgblockedk S FTNBIjdzSyOe || tAGGES 6KAME SRABEOE &K
gyl dza (G2 06S RA&AGdZNDSRdE

The smile on her face grew broades she punched the glass of the display case sargething

gripped tight in her hand smashing through the glass easily before she quickly pulled back to avoid
beingcut¢ 2 KA a adzNLINKAAS (KS | édrondrdatheRidoRag shé reaktedizy R | Y R
into the case and calmly wrapped her hand arotimel metal base of the sphere, lifting it out of the

case carefullyGrabbing his radio he quickly hit the emergency button but nothing seemed to
happen.Shaking stray pieces of glass off the sphere she walked towards him unhurriedly.

a{02L) NX3Issuted KISNBIZy Qi f 84 &2dz G4F1S GKIFGH

Shrugging she nodded and reached under her cape, pulling a small crossbow off her hip and pointing
it at him.Okay that changed thing$or Matthew. No oneherewas paid enough tosk their lives for
anything from he collectionsBetter to play it safeStepping aside he sbal well back as she walked
past.Following her althe way out of the building he tried to ignotke various screams and phone

calls to the police that werkeft in her wake and focused on keapiher in his sights.

Watching from a safe distance he saw her place the spherdairga black vehicle, definitely a four
gKSSt RNAGS o0dzi KS OMattiewR yaSiywrateiowh iGietdils ag $0& Y I 1 S @
drove awayAs she left his sight sddnly he jumped as his radio burst into life and a faint alarm

could be heard coming from the houdeerfect timing.

Matt took a deep breath to calm himself amebndered how he was ever going to explain this.
Broken radios, an alarm that went off afterettthief had already gone aritle staffbeingthreatened
with an oldfashionedtypeof weaponii KI i KS 41 ay Qi. S@Sy &dz2NB 6l a NBI

Maybe they had a point about needingtea security here after all.

~k ek k K

Jack hurried towards theubQ & NE f f AligtehedRote hdnding &t @ gears as it slowly
opened, his Webley held in froof him in a two handed grigsomany times he had walked through
that door.Most of the time it was just business as ustar bo many times it had been to find
chaos ad death and destructiorStepping through cautiously he looked around, the place
appearing desertetdut he found his attention wavering as his gaze flicked over the fountain.

a h K Dagtidydorwards Jack continued to check around the Hub as he head#uekfaft
manipulator.& B (i | T¢ ak gussitler the machine was always a mess, a mass of wires and
switches and strange machindiyat looked a perpetual tangl&ut to Jackto someone who had
watched as every circuit was put into place or adjustedrdhe past centuryany changes stuck out
like anakedSlitheen ora Londorfashion week catwalk.

a WI Givegw eéntered the Hub more cautiously behind him, her eyes scanning over the levels and
trying to catch any sign of Justine.
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Jackirowned as he chded the controls and ran his fingers over the unfamiliar additions, a small
table wedged close to the machine held some borrowed and a couple of unfamiliar implements and
a scanner of some sort was positioned over the flat surface almost like a microscope.

GWE®] DsSy O2yiAydSRE KSNJ Idzy T2f fe@mdNE KB NI KEKa

Pulling his attention away from the changasstine had maddack quickly looked for the main

power supply for the manipulator, determined to make the machine safe again regardless of what
she had doneMoving around the machine he had to holster his gun to release the catch, his hands
sliding onto the thick cabland gripping tight, trying to pull it free.

Jack actuallyeard the click and swish almost before he registered the pain in his back, his hands
instinctively reaching back to the arravow embedded in his ribs.

ow! / ®ven wisely stayed back as she slealiter eyes and weapowere pointing up to the
upper balconies where the shot had to have come from whhgt stayedelow the overhang as
best she couldd WI O Hé€

Jack could feel the burn of poison running through his veins as tie fe#l knees onhe grating,

trying to get his arms to obey him and continue to disconnect the mackieevanted to shout to

DgSys (2 GStf KSNI gKI (i -dperateR-fs namdriingeksislipped feoyi thelzS ¢ 2 dz
cable and he ctdpsed on to the grating, annoydhlat he was going to revive with the biggest grid

pattern on his face yet.

dzi G2 KAA AdzZNLINRAS KS RARYQO LI aa 2dziz KAa aSya
paralysed on the floote felt a moments surprise and hope thiistineg | & ysRgdilethal force,

even though that would be the more efficientwaytomoael @ 6 S aKS KIF Ry Qi {Aff SR
she had just...

G Wdza dustifed K Q& [R@3y @ R2y Qi 61 yi G2/ KNGS e@ldes] Ké 2dz

WE O]l O2df RYRAA2AGEOBYRINBAYSR | I Ayad GKS Ft22NJ oc
roundtheHubh Ly &LIAGS 2F GKS aAddz GAzy KS O2 dé#rRlff Qi KS¢
AG 61FAyQG fA1S WAdAGAYS s2dd RyQG 1y26 6K2 a4AKS @I &

G5AR @2 dzudl § (/S BvasYiktant, echoing around the quiitith. She sounded far away,

possibly up on the higher levels somewhéFae height advantage was always a kileF K S ¢ 2 dzf Ry ¢
have been a sitting duck ontid A aA0f S £ AFd G KI (fordHe ceélly needédSo ¢ 2 dzf R
think about the design of theluband work on a couple more ways in and out.

G5AR L £0 DBIS ys Kk A QWBthe, [Ddt Covid ddVIn so we can talk] Kwensounded
nervous in spe of the steel in her voicdackdoubted anyone else would even notice it but he could
FfY2ad FSSt IheBaiyQi fe€® Bo/e@sdyNkiddoo openly for her own good at times,
her heart well and truly on her sleevide loved that about her really but right now he wished she
could hide it better.Justine would be able to take advantage of it too eablibll, a few lifetimes ago

he would have too.
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G5AR &2dz GStf KMAzZATRIYE Q&2 d22 A DBSopidt yothke thal S NP dza f & «
moment, that brief pause in a busyy#o just think of him, to talk téim; to tell him that you loved

KAY FT2NJ y2 NBFrazy 20KSN) (KIy RicydeNbinKiSsommethingd 2 dzf Ry Q
happened to him today, right now, right thsecond, would he die knowing ybi2 @S R JakA Y K €
KSFNR | a2¥Fd OfAy|l 27F YSGFf KAIK 020S KAYI KAA
balcony.

G, 2dzQNB y2i 3JI2Ay3 G2 ,Lustihedso yoymight¥ad welRstod thay riglit now A G K Y S
and just come down heré Gwen sounded as thmh she had moved away from the door more,

maybe edging into the open spackack hoped she would be carefigl. 2 dz OF y Qi 3ISiG (2 GK
YIEYALIzE F §2N) gAGK2dzi O2YAy3I LI ad YS &2 &2dz YAIKD

G, 2dzQNB  NA IK { ¢ Wdza @ A WSKHaQ SRS Uil S0l e12 dZdK A @S NJ dzLd WI O
around the Hubd can only go through yolt would be a pity though as | did promise not to hurt

any of youAnd a Lady should keep herworddzii A& AG Yeé FldAZd AT KS RASa
getto him in time?If you decide your mission, your job was more important than the love of your
ftAFTSPE

Jack wished he could groan as a hideous thought occurred toAsimuch asik ego might likeo

GKAY]l Ad KS 1ySs WAdAGAYS s2dd R WHEBIENI NEFSNI (12 Ki
GWF O1 6 A f g§GwenSaidawaagly, afolcyf & Eonfusion in her voice.

G h¥ QactelbeSinee Wdza Ay SQa | dAKXZ ( K$hishahdsintbkistsi Y I RS
and pull a trigger, echoed round the Hub agaitven when the toxin shuts down his lungs, even

when the paralytic finally hits his slowly beating heart he will be the.he is special and your poor

love is only mortalAnd inciagntally, a sucker for a pretty face andiae about beindgd friend of that

bloodyWl O1 | ®®P§FSaaQ

a w K eGvingyelped in surprisdackwished he could yell to her to stay calm but he knew full well
how useless it was.

G! K @& S Hewaswniost dorned to hear you had been hurt and he needed to come Iere.

Wdza i Ay SQa @2A0S i s evrrymote surpased wheh Apanalgsgddid and

locked him in your cell§ hat was, oh, a couple of hours agmrry, | thought you two would be back

sooner.Of course that does mean you only have another half hour at most to get the antidote into

him before his organs startto fail. OG dzt t f @ Ad YI & o6S tSaa GKFIYy GKIFGT

& , 2 dzQ NJ&wen 8naréddald dustine continued.

GL dzy RS NA& i NohiRdid¥h saié thidig xoyd a while ago so you know how it fdels.

d2dz sl ylG G2 &AONBLY odai OFyQis Kz2g &2dz Oy F85¢f &
the sweet fire of it allo dzii (i K Simgfydw &an goxaiake it stopé

G { Kdzii dzLJH ¢

Gh ¥ O2 dzshniethingySuNEh déJustine paused, her tone soft and gentle, seductifée
FYGAR2GS AayQli {Kndlevei sadeR yoil the tryublé & hadg kofmake id Q &
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right there beside him ithe cell.He can actually see it. S 2 dza i OHeyisQying thegel iOK A G ®
pain, waiting for you to come save hin.Q @S O K@ddrifisS/éu oric& ridarly destroyed the

worldtosave him, 2dz R2y Qi KI @S (2 R2 [|JystrinRanyohim&@en.RNI Y I (A
.ST2NB AGQa G22 1 GSo¢

GWF O1 ¢ DgSy oM AOqLIORRIR Rlj dzX Y R{adid e &6ld serBashdry Qa Se Sa
despair.He knew her decision even before she did and wished he could smile at her, let her know it
was goingtobeakt QY & BMNB® a2 NNEO

Jackheard herdesperatefootsteps run across thielub, could picture her flying down the stairs to
the cellslIt had to be the cellde still remembered finding her there with Rlpedy before, her
screams cutting through sivery soulThere was no way she could risk that aghkie.heard her
steps fade and listened for Justine.

A soft swishing noise sounded through tHabbefore a loud clanghat he could swear he felt

reverberate through his bodyarked her arrival backmohis levell SQR F2NH2 0 GSy GKIF G |
way shealways loved &limbing line.The edges of her boots and the very hem of her skirt came into

sight beside him and he wished he could grab them and flip her to the floor.

GwAS KWaza 0 A ¥y S yRIoA B SKIASLIAI 281X, | KnGshadrititdztie isiafifof & | &
gooseberryA a y Q tHowd&y®uand lanto cope?y & ¢ | & T { dackofelzhek haSdom hisé
shoulders and winced as she flipped him onto his back and dragged him across the tirativagsh
flooring scraping against his skand ripping the arrow from his back, making him wish he could
scream

GD22RySaa WOz @&fdntyhySSokingi ) Y @08 FFGIQXKS2dzamli 06 SOl
taking your weight on your arms that yduS St & dackiv&dnad ehevdater Towereave his

angle of sight and found himself wishing Myfanwy would just for once act like the guard dog he had
envisaged when he first brought her here.

GwAIAKGZ GKFGQa o6 SiddSNE éh towesellias 6 Ber captiveldidisrigeanz y = G I £
0ST2NB LackstvondirShis dhetidbels tHabwent into lockdown, the lights dying and casting

that sickly glow over the place before a sditk and @aaum came from the direction of the rift

manipulata. & ! fyggaysto have abackl) ISY SNI 12NJ R2y Qi &2dz GKAY | KE

I S O02dz RyQi aS8SS ¢ KSNB aleinaedag best bededuld assBeysat ackoss NI (i d
his waist, her hands digging through his pockets until she found the pocketwiatch { y S ¢ @& 2 dz

g2dzZ Ry Qi foftodf yadurksight @uicklysKe began stripping off his wrist stréPo
LINBRAOGI 0t Soé

Justineleaned over his face, grinning down at Haappily as she brought the end of a length of rope
into his sight@Ah JackYou, me, a roperal a place no one will hear you screahithough | have to
areszr gKSy (KSe& alreée (KS o02yRa 2F HKnsin&indi®d& NA Y2y e L
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Gwen could feel the soles of her shoes slipping orstheothstone as she ran through thdubbut
aKS 02 dzZRRysShé had b geLfidoRhy¥isions of his bloodied body on the floor of the cells
were so strong in her mind she could feel her breath catch in her throat as she fought back the
panic.Not her Rhg. Not again Darting round the last corner she hurried along the doors of the cells,
peering through to see who was in them, wanting to get to Rhys as quickly as possible.

There.Stopping she tried to open the door before realising her gun was stilttubehtight in her
fingers.Holstering it she quicklgushedthe door open and stepped inside, her heart almost

stopping as she saw Rhi#e looked like he was sleeping, curled up on the bench almost peacefully
but her gaze fell on the syringe on the oppgeside of the cell, proped against the clear wall.

5 NIAYy3 F2NBIFNRa aKS RAYf& KSINR (GKS OStf R22NJ 3
syringe and getting the contents into Rhiger fingers shook as she tried to grip it properly, rigllio
her knees on the diytcell floor as she grabbed Rtrm, turning him to face her.

& w K Edink on sweetheart, open your eyes for meil Qa 2 | Pullibgayhis KHatke d &
hesitated, unsure where she should inject hifiaking a deep breatthe pressed the syringe against
his arm and pulled the trigger, watching the liquid in the chamber enter his body then sat back, the
syringe dropping to the floor as she sat still, watching for any change2 YS 2Q@penwéug a ®
SeSa FT2NJ YSo¢

Nothing.

Leaning over him she grabbed his shoulders and shookdimK £ 2 AS 2 y > Givento8ld dzLJH £
feel herself starting to lose control and tears startingto wellup in hereyegK e a ! £ difyy 2 Af £ A
82dz R2y Qi 2LISy eroN) BRRGZNNAPRe gD LD

G! ft NBWKREXKQ SeSa o0S3aly G2 FEAOISNI atAaIKiIte FyR &K
KFYyRAE NAAAY3I (2 IANMEnanaBRENI &KA R RENAMRT A BKE S& @ Gda Lz
& S | Qalpsing into his arms Gwen hugged her hushimid and buried her face in his cheét.l S &
gKFEGIQa a2RFg3IAF 2YBRAGANRBRYABPL NBYSYOSN 42YS 462YIFy
Fff 27F | & dzR R®DKng 6EBonBis ched@wen Ndket finsteadily.

G, 2d8WSINI O2 v daskedqdigtl)k ¢ a KS

a b &Swiling sleepily Rhys hugged her tight and kissed the top of her leathember something

f A1 S LISNF dzY He blikkBd/slowly2 as khaughthid thoughts were starting to catch up with
him then suddenly sat up, wincing at theove and grabbing her tightt | NB  &SPalgai@ypK

were hurt, that | had to come quicklywas sdloodyg 2 NNA SR H ¢

GLQYE TAKISWAY I KSNI KSIFR ljdzi O1f & DgSyW e oBRy SIi2 Al
2dza i Pulliighh#cloghedstily wiped her eyes, rising to her feet and turning to the now locked

door.a . dzii 6S y SSR {Rangth&an the dzir sh2 Fhook IE=Ndeat &nd was about to

continue when the lights went out, a sickly red glow replacing the usual yellow tories oélls.

AhK y2o¢

G4DSSYKE
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& { K S Q& Hubldsi lockdivdid wSGdzNYAy3 (2 ard 0SaARS KAY aK$
through the clear cell front®@ @Sy A F 6S 3ISG 2dzi 2F HIRSSAONSE t L Ol y
0 NJ LILIS Rhy& iddiEdaherowned and shook his head impatiently.

& D & ,Svifat the bloody hell is going o’WWho is she and what has that bloody Jack got you into this
time?L & a ¢ 2 NNRA S RGwanipéited his baddigaftly &rel tvkéd around the cell, trying
to figure out away round thisPulling out her phone she groaned at the lack of sigaegat.

GwKR&QAX 2y 3 aid2NEdE

& 2 Spfddtragging, her husband wrapped an arm around her and pulled her dlidse.R2 Say Qi f 2 2
fA1S 6SQONBE 3I2Ay3 BYesRENRIByealrsstadsdsyt YSo¢

~kkk ko

Jack stared up along the height of téater Tower unable to move his head and waiting for the
poison to take himBut instead of getting worse he almost felt as though he was regaining some
feeling in his fingerdHe could hear Justine moving around and workindier machine in the dim
Hub, the red glow turning th&Vater Toweran ominous red.

His fingers twitched and in his surprise Jack made a small cry, his pdralyseles starting to
reawaken and his voiaeturning.He heard Justine stop working and the sound of her heels tapping
on the grate as she came over to stand over him.

Gl Stf2 (KSHBYRHYRARNBE O o62dz0 GKFGX AG gAff Gl 1S @
@ 2dzQf f ol GsedKd3a (Y AT ARyGRaBIngEHe 8tgbddstride him and looked down at him,

the hem of her skirt dragging over hischést. RARY Q0 g y i @& 2Ader @2yvukJ S St &
bestbisy SSR&a | o0AdG 2F 0f 22 8he dr@opeddd her Ked to gitadtdle hidN2 LIS NI &
and looked down at him curiously, grabbing his head and turning it to the left and right as she

considered it.

G, 2dz I NB 2f RSNJ U&KAN (YK A dziINBIVISSr 6 ASMEPTNdEHIDSTih dver hisi KA y 3 d ¢
forehead and the edges bis eyesa | SWXE DK § Hdé¢ fnydigssstrayed into his hairline and

she smiled lopsidediyt | Yy R JisBaNiBlela I { Sa @&2dz f 2271 I f BighingsheNB a LSO
wriggled down his body and shifted to lie half atop him, her hands flat ergthte as she hovered

over his face.

G2 KI G KI LILIS Jad&kmve wete trdirged do tvdll, to kiss and to kiihd yet we grow old and
ddzZRRSyfte Itft ¢S &I yShe titall her headftoloteSideliagd gihhéikt S tKf2 YS d ¢
except for Johf coursel swear, he has barely changgdii A t £ | & LINISRe\pGshddo t S | a
her hair back from her face, the red glow of the lights shining over half her face, the other side lost in
hairandshadowdt ! f 6 K2 dzZAK S@Sy KS Aal fakKP@agdE: aAdya 2F &S,

Jack groaned again, a feeble sound but enough for her to notice and sit up@ga.NNNE 0Ol 6 & X | Y
squashingyou? 2 dz Yy S @S NJ dza Sk lodkad aCtige el tbpAbyitdreof his shirt and
grinned wickedly as she dragged her fingers alisghoulders to tug at the next one, opening his
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shirt just another inchd h ¥ O 2 dzNA S EwértHouigk IS dlld RaveRhad ydu both shot for what

@ 2 dz RnbtRemdféeble protest from him and she let go, her hands falling to her sides before with a

shrug she stood up again, easily rising@gtand over himd |, ,$ Knowit wasmostyW2 Ky Qa T dzf G
{GAfTfX SOSNRBOKAY3A g2NJ SR 2dzi INBIG Ay (G(KS SyRodé¢

She left him, returning to her equipment and leaving hissightK I y1 a8 F2NJ §KS g §0OK o
Shechuckled softly to herself, the sound of the faint scrapes of metal on metal reachingiJack.1 S S LJ
meaning to ask you how you worked out what | was doing fitdimough, what tipped you off?

would love to knovwhere you might have seen one of these B @ ¢

G{dzOK I NINB AGSYZ¢ &AKS &FIAR ljdAaSGfes KSN) g2A0S
looking away or bent ovedit took me years to find any trace of their technolo@ey are barely a

legend to most races but | always did have a heaithgession with time travelVhen | was a child

my grandfather used to tell me those old myths and legends, the Greek Gods, the Vikings and

Valhalla, the Maylon nomads wandering the stars forever and of course, the legend of the Time

Lordsé

& never toldyou my father once foughagainst the DalekR A R Hel Wiée grew stronger again and

Jack found he could turn his head a little, just enough to make out the top of her head at the

manipulator.d h NJ YI @ 0 8dzL ¢ RazRRY QG NBYSYo 8NV iBHeSHIOE 32 G KI
chuckled again and turned back to the machine she was working on.

Ga& 3IANIYRTFI G§KSNI dza SR me@ith sieiekoilost Daleksindho eScapmithey & | Y R
war coming to take us from our beds if they found us aw&ke.used to lie awakwhispering to

each other, wondering what a Dalek looked likeS RA Ry Qi NBIFfte& o0StAS@S (KS
She glanced back at Jack and this time he could just about make out her face and the sad look on it.
GC2NIidzyS Tl @2 dehlifirenhF2 02 dANER A XISNS R2y Qi KIF @S (2
it to be a dangerous plac®. @Sy F2NJ OKAf RNBy ®¢

a a Y'Y dakbkbauld just about move his tongue as Wweggled again, confused by what she was

sayingand trying desperately to get hertantion and get her away from the rift manipulatdie

almost felt as though he should know what she was talking about, as though she was expecting him

02 1y26 6KSNBE (GKAAa ¢l a 3IF2Ay3IAI o0 dziSumkn®nimgdisi & O2 dzf Ry
strengthWl O1 € S KAa KSIR f2tf (2 221 |0 &SN Fdz £ &

6Shhhhhé [ | dAKAYy 3 akKS f221SR R2g4y i KAY FyR G221 |
G 2dzQf £ KdzNII &2 dzNE St FOohlWwank@siz &ilEs (&2 dzMeaddREsii Rk Ry Flpé
view again she ducked out of sight before returning, the Celestial Sphere held lightly in her hands,

her fingertips spread over its glass surface.

GLay Qi AlfiyoudoBkicloz@ R EHzfOk v Y I { S 2 dmisaid, &viStingiitiio-pbid © I LIS > ¢
a particular sectiond remember seeing those stars every night growinglup. Q& | £ Y2ad | akKt
KI2S (2 RI&hdithR his chest shé stepped back and pulled out her Arbalet, aiming at the

glass sphere and igning at Jacker face was paly distorted by the glass and Jagks suddenly

grateful he had enough control to close his eyes as he reakgbdnly a second to sparehat it

wasshe was going to do.
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With a soft click then a loud crash the bolt mied through the glass, shattering the dike layer and

the shards showering over his cheBte bolt slammed into the grate beside his ear, the sound
reverberating through his skulDpening his eyes hesitantly Jaeiktched as she leaned over him,
pickingup the metal base and pulling the sphere at the centre of the globe out and rolling it
between her fingertipsAt her touch the metal seemed to melt, morphing into a different shape that
he frowned as he recognised.

G! KKK @ 2 dSha Befl it ypFokim.66 I G A LIKSNB AT &dzOKtandingT | 6 dzf 2 dz&
again, Justinéeft him covered in glass and the abandoned stand and moved over tdube

computers putting the now flat square of circuitry flat against the scregack could see the look of

triumph on her face as whatever was on it flashed across the displayS NF¥h&y@id stirvive the

jump.h K GKSe& FINB 32Ay3 (G2 0S5 Haradmia fdoed ANRadrOR todkSy G K S
place before she slammed her hand against the screwearing loudly in Judoon.

& Wdza (iwhér@ &ekthe othersK $Shaking her head she pulled the square off the screen and

hurried back over to her maching.¢ KS& 3+ @S YS RIGSa (K2dz3KZ AdQa L
than they thoughtTheriftnearly £ 61 @8a oNAyYy3I&a GKSY KSNBX Jackedzaid KI
could feel his fingers twitching under his contooice moreand slowly tried to feel his way to the

ropes she had tied around his wrists.

G ¢ AAAARidvbidewasstl webkihs tried to speak but she looked at him curiously and he
triedagaind ¢¢A ! FAG 2F O02dAKAYy3 2@0SNI221 KAY FyR &aKs$s
his lungs screamed back into full action.

GCAYSKE aKS alSR 4AlK the rightkvdrdthereSime isitBekkeyWdl O1 = @& 2 dz
everythingck Y R & 2 dz K I @ SA doft beép &romiher mackine $nddé her turn her attention
backtoitd b2 VYI2NBkSaa (KSe& RARYyQl KI @S (KS (G(SOKyz2fz238
Sighing Justine sb& her head dismissivelg. L i ¢ A f fL (b SK IS4/ 2{d& KadS @ ¢

G!'YyR 6AGK I fAGGES 0AG 2F fdz01 GKSNB gAff 0SS Sy?
She looked over at him and looked young again; almost as young as when he first nde@e!if

AGQa R2NXIYy(G GKSNB akKz2dzZ R 60S Syy@RAKSNBEgREDPE Sy ¢
GL GKAY|l GKA& aGAatf YF{1S&a Fy FLLNRBLNARIFIGS 322R 0

Jack shivered as a painful spasm ripped through his body as his muscles protesesdirige f
returning to them and began to cram@rying out he pulled tight against the ropes reflexively, the
sensations too much.

G,2dz 21re& WFEO1Ké WdzaGAYyS a]lSR a akKS gl ft1SR 20¢€
curiously.a t 2 2 NJCdnéemyed td@lways fight, to always try to fit in and never succeéo

aK2dz R yYSOSNI KI O SHef f&#& grewidldkJor & rActhghCardsheWio@heddown

beside him, pulling the knife from underneath her wrist guard and sliding it along his throat

thoughtfully.

G, 2dz aK2dzf R YERKEKWNI K| @SNE Sy 8§ @ §28)08hkK Sniledl Bsh& eylest G S NI & 2
focused not on him but some memory.L. 1 SLJi KSI NRA Yy 3 ThoSexdiB Syour® ¥ & 2 dz
were truly brilliant sometimed. met a couple of the lovely young agents you had conned before and
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helped them commiserate their rotten lugkand all the while laughing at them for being so

3 dzt f 3he $trékexkthe blade along his throat, tracing over the familiar map of veins amigsr

thoughtfully.d 2 K& RAR @& 2Wendefel W& WISSGIRISR & 2 dzdé

G¢KSe aidz2ftS8¢ WHO1l &adGFNISR 6S¥2NB KS O02dAKSR |3 A
hoarse butworking atlasét ¢ KS& a2t S Y& YSY2NRSacHwespRe DS oKI G
widened in surprise and she laughed disbelievingly.

GLa ¢l !¢ gKIG 22dz2Q0S O0SEKI St RIYy o 8RBAHE B2 FSY { TNE
slapped him hard across the face, the blade in her hand slashing along his cheek and leaving a gas
G5AR AU NBIFffe ySOHSNI 200dzNI Uuadtingldbkizd at s fate adc® dz YA I K
then the blade in her hand in confusion, as though uncertain as to why he was blegtdinding up

again she wiped the blood off the blade using hisisers before sheathing the knife.

G5AR &2dz ySOSNI 0StASPS GKIG &2dz YAIKE KF@S 06S5S33€
made them take them from youPhat you were too big a coward to face up to what had happened

YR @2dz KIR { e MoizeNBSshakidgyiawiiti&elamyér plain on her face as tears of

rage and sorrow threatened to escape her brown eyes.

G¢gerswk O1 ¢ aKS &FAR akKlIlAfexs KSNI @2A0S aALISSRAY:
G22 f2y3 Gauhfd2o0é yRdzi @ a6, 1KS gK2tS G2 &SIFINAI &2
slightest trace of those memories resurface so you went and lost the whole two Yeakd.needed

those memoriest Her voice lowered to awhispel, 2 dz ¢ SNB GKS 2yfe 20§KSNJ LISH

adthat was this is all aboutuice® Jack looked up at her in confusion, his voice returning fully at
last.q, 2 dzZQNB LIAAaa&aSR G YS 0SOl dzaS LaughidgNBeRasperat®dry S R A NJ
she turned away, returning to her machine and raigieg voice.

G, 2dz I NB dzy 6 St A Ba®angohelever told\yBLRHaGH Gourgétit iisEall be about

you, you are the only person in my life wheouldeverhavet 2 3SR 'y R L Q@S alLISyd (K
trying to find you again just so we can get béogetheré Turning back a moment she pointed at

himangrilyd 2 dzZQNK |y I N&E S K 2 f Never, avérdistakegotéoneieéding yofera K (1 K
wantingyoyJack, 2dz g2dzZ R R2 ¢Sttt G2 NBYSYOSNI GKIFdzX SaLls

She returned tder work and he could hear the hum of power entering the rift manipulator build up

a level, the baz increasing in volume a notch along with her vaib&p whole yearsof your life

JackE U Kl G Qa tollosefAddironkailyl anly né&ded two month of that back from yod.She

looked at him and considered him carefully, her head tilted to the sitlevas right at the beginning

FYR @2dz R2 NBYSY0oSNI a2 Y SGrignihg sbfilyShe 8h2udgeBadzbtiine®R 2 y Q i |
backtoherworkd L 1aYR@®B YI GGSNE LQff o06S FofS G Nonkgfii NE RdzO¢
Al oAttt KI@S SOSNI KI LIWISYSR®E

Jack lay still against the grate for a moment and tried to take in what she was dagn@Q.R | f ¢ & &
thought in films when the baddie started talkingnbuld make sense but right now he was more
confused than ever and had to consider one terrifying possibility.

She was crazybsolutely crazyAnd lethal.
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Asthe strengthbeganreturning to his body Jack hoped he would be able to get free somehow and
stopherin time, or that someone else wouléreeling his wrists chafe agaitise rope he wondered
idly how many people she had tied up like this bef@ecause he had to give her thitie was

good.It would take an escape artist to get through those bonds.

Or just someone who was very good with knots....

~kk ik ko

I FLIGEFAY W2Ky 1IN | g21S af 2 #vaking upyiaRed and tief @ivn & dzNLINA
was less common but not unheard @but twice in two days and because of the same woman had

never lappened beforeA soft groan from beside him made him groggily lift his head, his eyes

blearily focusing on the naked Welshman beside him.

Gl St f2 (KSINGn il witR a @odadgrin in spite of the situatiott to mentionthe
complete lack ofeeling in his armsas lanto froze and turned every so slowly to face fiim. NS & S
I & | 1 I8nkosblinked slowly and stared dumbly at John for a monbefiore answering

GL R2y Qi 1y263¢é LIyldi2 YyA6SNBR KSaredSgdadeygl I &RK &
G, SLIpE

& h K & 2 dz3 Kanto dddet his eyes but resisted the urge to sink down into the cover again.

G¢KSY 6SQNB gl 1S 0Tzginggcd BiNdBndah® sighed @riel YuFiarhiSHead ¢

in the pillow for a moment.

The bed smalt slightly musty and overly perfumed, as though the woman sprayed her bed with

something or used way too muchbric conditionerlanto lay there for a moment, taking in their

AAlddzr GA2y YR K2LAYy3a Al gHebitgda itleQnrigling Histhantlsa o6 R |
numbly and trying to get enough blood back into his hands to make his fingers uncurl.

G{2 LlIyd2 W2ySaododre W2KYy aKAFISR 2y aiksato SRX (i NE
ARSI & TF2NJ I MntoSalldd?2 Y352 LKA ¥ KEARST gAaKAY3I Al RARYQI
F3FAyad W2Ky Qanththédecidedihevolis prefé Dwiak i@ side of his body than

the other.

John continued lazilgpourseA (iy@al G KI G L QY O2 Y Lhdage ehwgen theé tv® dzii | 0
ofusL 2dzad RARY QO AYIF3IAYS dza o02G4K GASR R2gy |G GK
gl & b

GWdzad |+ o0AGZé L pued fis l¢égIupIdBards Eisichedt, his Busdled prdteSting the

move and the soft coversimpling around him making it awkward., 2 dzZQNBX { &PertK | Yy ROdzF ¥
OFyQi @e2dz 3Si @& 2oteNaudghédandvitzian e#fdrt roliell GNddhis side, his arms

twisting uncomfortably but the view more than making up for it.

AAAAAA

GLQY 3A2HR P&BRSHSYSIKAYI (2 62N)] 6A0GKZE KS al AR
RN} 6 (GKS 20KSNBeddeshi®S RARSYEKB2y @zl SEGNT G(AIKG 2 dz
enough room to move. Y f A { SHe&mhded as dadto witbomeeffort rolled on to his knees,
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